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GUESTIONNATRE
on
DISSEMIBATION OF SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION

Section 901 of the National Defenme Bducation Act of 1958 provides |
that: ™The Fational Science Fourdation shall establish a Science Information f
Service. The Foundation, through such Service, shall (1) provide, or arrange
for the provision of, indexing, abstracting, translating and other services
leading to more effective dlasemination of sclentific information, and
(2) wdertake programs to develop new or improved methods, including mech-
anived systems, for making scientific information available,”

It appears that there are a number of agencies, both in and out of
Government, engsged in 211 or part of the functions in which the Kational
Science Foundation has a directed interest., It is proposed to deteruine
to what degree these functions ere integrated, the emount of supervision
or soordination exercised by the National 3cience Foundation, and to deter-
nine which, if , of these functions are not being performed in an
sdequate manner through lack of personnel, facilities, funds or asuthority.

In these days of intense competition between the countries of the Western
world and thome of Commmist affiliation, it is vitally important to take
all ressonsble steps to insure that Americen scientists are provided with
the best sclentific information of that available throughout the world.

Tt is with this purpose in mind thet informstion hearings are being
scheduled befors the House Committee on Seience and Astronsutics.

The following questions have been directed to individuals considered
authorities in this srea. Their answers are intended to serve as 2 wmems
of determining the proper scope of heerings and a list of witnesses.

Name of individunl interviewed:

Organiszation and suwemry of dutles:

1. (a) Are we sbls to obtain copies of all significent scientific pepera
published ocutside this country? Qualify your answer.

{b) What agencies sollect and by what means?

(c¢) 1Is there sdegquate suthority and assignment of responsibility for
the collection of scientific doouments?
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2.

3.
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(a) What Government snd private agencies are engaged in the indexing
and sbstracting of scientific documents recelved from cutside
this courtry?

{h) Are our efforts adequate and wiform in quality?

{e} How ia information concerning the documents indexed and abstracted
provided to eppropriste American scientists?

{d) How much time does it take, on the average, to index, abstract and
inform the American scientific commmnity of the existence of foreign
scientific publications?

Prior to World Wer II many of the most important of the world ssientific
roports were published in Bnglish, French or German., For this resson a
large percentage of American scisntiste are proficient in either Oerman
or French.

{8) In your opinion, what percentage of the important current sclentific
trestises are available in one of these three languages?

{b) X2 availsble in German or French, is there, in your opinion, eny
need for transiation?

{e¢) What countries are producing scientific publications of interest
to ln;im scientista in languages other than BEnglish, Oermsn or
French |

{d) Are transliation services sdequate in this country?
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1stion services?
(g) What should be done, irmthjm,toimmtrm

Spould there be & Nationml Science ldbrary, &8 soch?
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Doos .
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‘a‘oﬂm suthoritiss in this field
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SENDER WILL CHECK CLASSIFICATION TOP AND BOTTOM
[ UNCLASSIFIED | | CONFIDENTIAL | | SECRET

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP

TO NAME AND ADDRESS DATE STAT

Mr. Johin Warner
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6 N
ACTION DIRECT REPLY PREPARE REPLY
APPROVAL DISPATCH RECOMMENDATION
COMN "NT FILE RETURN
CONCURRENCE INFORMATION SIGNATURE

Remarks:

Hearings are starting next week I believe,
If CIA gets called, questions would presumably

follow lines of the attached questionnaire.

Paul A. Borel

FOLD HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER

FROM: NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NO. DATE
ADJCR v PO May 59
UNCLASSIFIED CONFIDENTIAL SECRET
Appri} DEBCIGASE VUG RDPIT-00S 52-1
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whirh mav be used. U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955—0O~-342531
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STATEMENT OF
PAUL A. BOREL, ASSISTANT LIRECTOR FOR CENTRAL REFERENCE
CENTRAL, INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE AND ASTRONAUTICS

. JUNE 1959
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