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summer of 1981 to_cause:

. Prime; ‘Minister Maurice
. scrubbed because the Senate Intel-'.

: "\ ing military ties with Cuba. - -2 N
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U S. Tracks
Cuban Aid |

o Grenada

In 81, Senate l;ml;"..'

i.

Nixed CI: \Pldn- B

To Destabilize Isle -
"By Patrick E. Tyler

"Washinglon Post Stadf Writer

'The Reagan administration, con-' Lo

c.cerned that Cuba is-developing bet: -

- iterwavsito extend its military influ- .
* ence in Central ‘Amenca, considered o -

- r-mumtormg new Cuban activities on
" the tiny eastern Caribbean island: 2% .

The details of the operation. are o
--pot known beyond a general descnp~

: tmn from knowledgeable "sources !

hai-the CIA developed plans in t.he~

A d

;- for Grenada -in_h

_hopes:of -
on ermmmg the political control of - .

Bi §Iiop BU\
these.sources said the operation was :

4&{-

ligence Committee opposed it.
- One gsenior ‘Republrcan on: tﬁe.
commlttee said in an interview - last'

. year. “Yes, there was an operation, -

.and we all thought, unanimously-1
believe, that it was just a-small i ,s..
land and:so the Cubans or the coms’]
munists control it, so what?” "~

The intelligence - : scrutiny 3
Grenada and rhetorical blasts:
against Bishop's government. from:&

the Reagan administration represent

* one side of a governiment debateli
over what, if any, danger exists for:!

the United States or other Canb-‘;
bean nations from Grenada's -grow::

g

One of the strongest arguments

. sthat a threat exists- was offered.last:

aveek by Nestor D. Sanchez;,vdeputy'
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ass:stant secretary of defense for-inter-
" American affairs. In. a speech to Florida *
Republicans, Sanchez discl<xse(l'.:_that the -

. Cubans had built a batallion-size military .

% camp on Grenada that could supplement =
> air and naval facilities under construction

-for pussible military use. .

- Using harsh tones that have charac- -
¢ terized earlier statements on Grenada hy -
" President Reagan and his principal 4d-

"visers, Sanchez said the island had-he- . -
come ‘a “virtual surrogate’ of Cuba, He -

. said the camp “includes barrack.s admin. :
 istration ‘buildings,- vehlclekstorage sheds,
~ support . buildings and a trammg area -

wnh 4 Soviet-style obstacl course™ L7

~ Cubans:advisers and:laborers are: also
bulldmg runways and: pott facilities- in

7 Grenada. “The Cubans. -aré constructing
" dir and naval facilities thete that far ex--
4iga<

. ceed -the- requirements :of }that tm
N ~land,” Sanchez said.

=:record: $1- billion -compared - -with $600
- million in 1981 .deliveries,- Shnpmenta in-
. .. cluded “I'urya” hydrofoil ‘terpedo hoats, .

Sanchez ‘said, MI24 “Hind” assault. heli-

% copters.and ;an: addmonal squadmn( of :
et roraft An

au' force: of 200 modern: planes.
Sanchezfs remarlm reflect ihe

: f admlmstranon -over the growing fmhtary
*"strength of Cuba and its relatively un- .
challenged support, forulefhgt govern~ ,

..ments’. and “insurgent - movements-: in -
placa such .as Grenada, Nicaragua and
hl Salvador.”

*But, while mtelhgence conlems over
Grenada remain high, many dfficials in -
Congrws and elsewhere -believe Reagan-

- and his policy advisers have consistently :

.. exaggerated the threat posed by the tour-
mt-dependent nation-of 110,000 people. -

During Alexander M. Haig Jit’s tenure |

as secretary of state, ‘there: was talk of .
- “going-to the source,” meaning Cuba, to
swp the flow.of arms through Ntcaragua
to guerrillas in El Salvador.-- ...

“In November, 1981, the Natmnal Se- :

cunty ~Council authorized . specxﬁc ‘para-
: xmhtary -actions- -against-the. Cubhn' pres-

§-ence. -in.. the ‘region..“In. some .curcum-—’

*"stances, CIA ‘might (possibly using"U.S. ~
* personnel) take unilateral paramilitary

< action. -against -special Cuban targets”'

accordmg to NSC minutes. .

" A former CIA mtelﬁgence olﬁcer m'”:
- the-region, Sanchez also sdid Soviet:mil-,
.. itary exports to Cuba in 1982 -were-a 5 :

b
LI T _"~
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~ Contingency plans to blockade “arms

: .shxpments from Cuban ports also were
- studied in 1981. But such planning ap-
- pears to havé been shelved due to: recog-
- nition that this could lead to an enor-

. 'when Reagan and Secretary of Defense
- Caspar W. Weinberger are committed to *
- an_ uninterrupted defense bulldup to
_match Soviet military expansion.

Sources said the aborted 1981 CIA

“-covert plan in Grenada included actions
_ to destabilize Bishop’s government po-

. litically. Gaining power after a 1979 coup,

< hehas pursued a close alliance with Cn- -

. ba’s Fidel Castro.- - :

= CIA officials presented the covert ac-

~ ., tiony ,plan to the Senate Intelligence Com- :

. mittee in July, 1981. Because of_what
. were perceived as unusual and unspec-

ified components, it met strono opposi- - '

tlon 2
¥ - Sources- saxd Lloyd Benteen (D—Tex.)
eacted to’ the: CIA presentation by say-

; .tee Chairman. Barry Goldwater (R—Anz.)
: ?-reportedly suggested that the: CIA- ofﬁ-
" ‘cials reconsider.the proposal.’; /'

- Afsenior. commxttee ‘member: said the
] 'propOSed operahon did :not.include any
Y plan to overthrow Bxshop “We -are-out of
Althe.: business: of : overthromng govern-
iments;” he*said “We: “tnay cause a little
onomic trouble,-a little: publicity and

-#tlon’t overthrow. governments”:
-Another -member of the. commxttee

'f':,suvgeeted that in using the word “desta: -
. bilize” in reference to the remarks of :the 0

- senior Republican member, “you should |

*""go with the descripfion that it was eco- . -
* nomic destabilization affecting the- poht- i

: .‘lcal viability of the government.” -

...~ Covert operations " against.”  Grenada :
.- were first discussed in the Carter.admin- E
:-“:xstratxon after ‘the new Bxshop govern- . -

: _ment*supporved ‘the Soviet :invasion -of -
i Afghanistan ; and ‘openly solicited econom-

-;-,‘.A;tlons, according to current.and former.
.- administration officials, Presldent Carter
- *rejected all but- propaganda measures,

- 1982 Dunng his working vacation last. .
" summer .in ‘Barbados, Grenada’s neigh-
, .bor, Reagan said, “El Salvador isn't the
. only country that’s:being threatened with,
. Marxism.” Grenada, Reagan continuéd,
.- <“bears thé Soviet and Cuban'trademark,
7 which ;means- it ,will .attempt ito spread
" the virus among its; ne:ghbor&

. .mous commitment. of resources at a time

ng, “You've got-to be kidding.” Commit- . -

" Ygive] aid. [to oppasition groups] but we' -

¢ aid: from Cuba. But after reviewing op-

- ‘The strong rhetoric continued mto'._




A major concern of mili»tary‘and intel-
-/ ligence analysts has been the construc-

tion of an international airport with a -

* runway capable of servicing both jumbo

commercial jets and military fighters. '
Cuba has supplied architectural services, -
- construction labor and heavy equipment.

US. cofficials believe that -the

.nelmdans will allow Cuban military - - ‘

‘planes to use the airport. Such an air
“base in the southeastern Caribbean
“ would give Soviet-built Cuban. jets en-

~hanced refueling capabilities and improve

the flexibility of the Cuban air force.
“The Grenadan minister .of national

- ~mobilization,. Selwyn Strachan, has - L

“hoasted publicly -that Cuba will even-

< tually use Q\e new airport in Grenada to )

‘_\.SUpply troops in Al -ola,”. whose. leftist " i
S govemment Cuba -has been supportmg

.* :gince 1975, Sanchez said.
" -Coupling this with Cuban and Sovxet

support. to the leftist government in Nlc-: L
".aragua, Sanchez spoke in the darkest '
f ~termsnahout the prospect for a perma-. .
7 nen Soviet presence in Central America.
*The- Soviets “could literally place hos-

' %5t\le forces and weapons’ systems capable

’ .of striking targets deep in the United .
nt-wasi, .

‘States:on our" borders and ad]
_“ ters,”he said..

- New mxhtary facmtles "could-‘pmvnde: o
.air:and naval bases . ... for the recovery -
" of :Soviet aircraft after strategic mis-

* sions,” he said. ™It might. also furnish mis-

. I sile sites for launching attacks against the .

~ «.United’States .with short- and.imbeme-
"." diatesrange. missiles.”

A spokesman for the Grenadan mis-

;..gion in Washington was not available to

' ¢omment on Sanchez’s remarks.

- Asvyet, ‘the-absence: of an. acceptable
 alternative’to: Bishop-has- hampered- the .-

i Reagan administration's efforts to"deal

. * .with-Grenada, The previous regime_of
{7 Eric.Gairy was noted for harsh’ pohtlcal

S represswn and Galrys personal ewentnc- L
- oitiess T

vt

. ,_::-.more skeptical line.
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"~ Acéording to this offi cnal a group of

- ¢ -expatriate Grenadans -in the United -
* States has solicited support-in Washing- . =~ -
" ton to overthrow Bishop. This group
- “-claims to have organized cells of oppo- - - -
_ - sition throughout the island, and the
.. group’s leader was here a year ago trying
‘. to arrange meetmgs with Haig and other . = -
" officials through -former dlplomats and
;- academic officials.

Six months: after the Senate Intelh- i

" gence Committee nixed the CIAS

Grenada plan, ‘the members supported a

_ . covert campaign against the Cuban-Ni- - - -
. caraguan arms supply lme to Salvaduran o
co msurgents : '

A senior Repuhham on: the committee

" . ¢ said that the members had walked a del-: - . .
- icate line trying to support the expanding ; '

" “operations of the CIA under Reagan and * = . "~

" his intelligence director, William J. . = *°

. Casey. But. they also have weeded out

* -~ “harebrained” covert operations, as.some
- members have described them. " -

-~ The senior member said. that.on two :

. occasions, in 1981 and 1982, the commit-
" tee scuttled: proposed covert operations,

_ “Several .times I've gone to the pres--.

- 1dent and said, ‘Do you really need this?’;
" and explained our problems and he [Rea- Lo
- -gan}.sits -andlistens. and says, ‘Thankn o
. -',-‘you,’ » this member said. : .- '

» Other. oommlttee members take 2;

ik us. 1 think’ they -would - -

‘. wait untilitiwas all ‘over and then Casey -
-+ ‘would’stop.somewhere at a phone booth - -
- .and callthe commlttee , :

5-‘ \vﬁ#-ljaﬁ I ~;-'J"’
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i "If they. were gomg te'do.somethmg; o
- ./[covert},” said one member, “I'm not sure .
*.¥-they -would:
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