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TAGs: EaAlD, TPrY, CASC, CO
SUBJECT: SITREP WO, (36) ERUPTION OF VOLCANO RUIZ

1. FIVE DAYS INTO OUR RELIEF EFFORT FOLLUWING THE

VOLCANO EXPLOSION AT NEVADO DEL RUIZ, AENAP=UP OF wWHAT HAS BEEN
ACCOMPLISHED, WITH MAJOR FOCUS ON THE JSG

CONTRIBUTION., EMBASSY SITREPS, wHILE COVERING MOST OF

THE PUINTS DISCUSSED BELUW TO INDIVIDUAL ITEMS., ALSO

HAVE DEALT ALREADY WITH OTHER NATION PgM

EARLY THURSDAY, AND BY THURSDAY AFTERNUOWN THE GOC HAD

ABSORBED THE MAGHWITUDE OF THE DISASTER AWD OFFICIALLY

REQUESTED AID FROM THE USG AWND UTHER NATIONS. I

DECLARED A DISASTER, AS PROVIDED UNDER U.S5. LAW, AWND

TRAINED RELIEF PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT BEGAN MUVING,

VIA AID/OFDA, AT USSOUTHCOM AND ELSEWHERE,., (EVEW BEFORE

THE OFFICIAL DECLARATION, ACTIVE CUORDIWATIUN wAS

UNDERWAY BETWEEN THIS EMBASSY, THE PERTINENT USG

AGENCIES, AND THE GOC). MEANWHILE, THE GUC USING ITS

UWN MEANS (ESPECIALLY NATIONAL POLICE AND AIR (#) CRITICAL INITIAL
EFFORTS TO

RESCUE HUNDREDS OF PERSONS TRAPPED Ui RUOFTUPS, IN

TREES, AND HALF=BURIED Iw THE ™MUD,

3¢ AT THIS EMBASSY, WE FORMED AN EMERGENCY DISASTER
MANAGEMENT TEAM, UNDER COORDINATION OF THE :AID OFFICER,
WHICH WAS KEPT STAFFED AND ACTIVE 24 HOURS A DAY FROM
THURSDAY MORNING ON, THROUGH THIS TEAM WERE
COORDINATED THE ARRIvAL OF AIRCRAFT AND HEIGCOPTERS FROM
USSQUTHCOM, OFDA DISASTER ASSISTANCE MANAGEMENT EXPERT
PAUL BELL, USGS VOLCANO EXPERT DARRELL HERD (AND A
SUBSEQUENT, LARGER TEAM), MY OWN THREE LENGTMY AND
(#)FRIDAY, SATURDAY

AND SUNDAY) AND THE VISIT QF GEN., GALVIN, COCSQUTHCOM.

4. BY FRIDAY, INITIAL PLANELOADS OF US AlD ARRIVED FROM
PANAMA BY C=130 AND HELICOPTERS. TENTS AND BEDDING
AERE PRIMARY ITEMS, AND SORELY NEEDED . A COMMAWD
CENTER WAS ESTABLISHED AT PALANGQUERO, AND (THANKS IN
LARGE MEASURE TU THE EARLY ARRIVAL OF 500 LARGE TENTS,
SUPPLIED FROM AID STOCK AT USSOUTHCOM VIA PANAMA
AIRCRAFT) CMERGENCY “TENT CITIES"™ FOR SURVIVORS

UNCLASSIFIED

. Approved For Release 2011/08/31 : CIA-RDP91B00874R000100040020-6



1!

. . S - :
Approved For Release 2011/08/31 : CIA-RDP91B00874R000100040020-6

UNCLASSIFIED

STATE
--ﬂ-----------------.---q--------.-‘----Q--'----u---------------..-----w--u- - omy
85 9043797 SUU PAGE 003 NC 9043797

TOR: 1902542 WOV 85 BOGCTA 14314

------------.-----‘-----‘.----O----Q-----_--------.---------.-ﬂ-..----ﬂ----—---'

BEGAN TU RISE AT PALANWUERO, LERIDA AND OTHER NEARBY
SITES.,

5. (#) ITS PEAK

AND BEGAN TO LEVEL OFF., THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE MuD

SLIDE WERE SUCH THAT MOST VICTIMS WERE KILLED

OUTRIGHT. SURVIVORS WERE PLUCKED FROM THEIR PLACES OF
REFUGE AND CARRIED TO SAFER AREAS BY (#) LARGE Ced47'S WERE
PARTICULARLY CRUCIAL FOR FERRY MISSIONS, SINCE THEY

WERE VIRTUALLY THE ONLY HELICUPTERS ON SITE WITH THE
CAPACITY TO (#) AIRPLANE, BUT US HEAVY LIFT CAPACITY
HELICOPTERS WERE ESSENTIAL TO GET IT TU WHERE IT WAS
NEEDED.,

6. THROUGHOUT THIS PERIOD, AS LITERALLY DUZENS UF
FUREIGN PLANES AND HELICOPTERS DECENDED ON COLOMBIA,
THE GOC FORCES WERE EFFICIENT AND PRUFESSIONAL IN
THEIR MANAGEMENT OF ARRIVING SUPPLIES. BY SUNDAY,

STATE PASS TO USAID
AID FOR OFDA AWND USGS
USCINCSO DELIVER IMMEDIATELY TU COL. KLINE

E.0. 13356: N/A
TAGS: EAID, TPHY, CASC, CU
SUBJECT: SITREP NO. (36) ERUPTION OF VOLCANO RUIZ

AMPLE STOCKS OF ALL KINDS OF NECESSARY SUPPLIES

WERE AT THE DISASTER SITES==F00D, CLUTHING, AND SHELTER.
WE BEGAN TO CONSIDER GRADUALLY STANDING DOWN THE

US AVIATION EFFURT; WHILE RETAINING S0ME USEFULNESS.
US HELICOPTERS ARE BECOMING LESS ESSENTIAL AS RUADS
RE=OPEN, AND ARE INCREASINGLY BEIWNG USED FOR
ADMINISTRATIVE FERRY MISSIONS. THE GUC HAS ANNGUNCED
PLANS FOR A MEETING OF INTERWATIONAL DONORS, TO BE
HELD THIS AFTERNNON, WOVEMBER 18, TQU CONSIDER LONGe
RANGE RECONSTRUCTION EFFURTS. THAT #E HAVE REACHED
THIS STAGE SU WUICKLY, AFTER AN ENURMOUS HUMAN
DISASTER, AWV MOREOVER UNE WHICH OCCURRED IN A REMUTE
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AREA WITH VIRTUALLY NO INTACT RUADS,IS A TRIBUTE
TO THE SPEED OF THE INTERNATIONAL REACTIOWN AND THE
EFFICIENCY (SUMEWHAT MALIGNED IN THE INTERWATIONAL
PRESS) OF THE GOC'S MANAGEMENT.

7. IT WILL ALSU BEAR MENTIUNING THAT COLUMBLIAN PRESS
COVERAGE OF THE USG'S (AND PRIVATE US) RELIEF EFFORTS
HAS BEENW EXTENSIVE AND VERY FAVORABLE., LEADING DAILY EL
TIEMPO RAN A SPECIAL STORY ENTITLED, "110 US MILITARY
MEN ASSISTING IN THE RESCUE". EL ESPECTALOR LED OFF A
FULL PAGE STORY ON INTERWATIUNAL RELIEF EFFORTS WITH A
PHOTO UF GENERAL GALVIN AND MYSELF AT THE SITE, ALONG
WITH A DESCRIPTION OF 12 HELICOPTERS, 110 MEN, AND 35¢
THOUSAWND TONS OF SUPPLIES PRUVIDED BY THE USG, AND THE
1100 PERSONS RESCUED BY US EFFORTS.

GILLESPIE
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