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Sudan Probes Role of CIA
In Airlift of Ethiopian Jews

By Christopher Dickey

Washington Post Forergn Service

KHARTOUM, Sudan, July 19—~

The Sudanese government is ress-
inE its mvesthatnon into the '[PE]E of
Israel and the U.S. Central Intel-

ligence Agency in the secret airlift
of thousands of Ethiopian Jews to
Israel late last year and early this
Year. '

But that effort could complicate
greatly the current emergency re-
lief efforts by the United States for
this starving country.

“They've been warned,” said one
well-informed west i

pub,lch emphasizing the role of the
nited States and exposing CIA
personnel, Sudan_ “may alienate

Congress _and make things that

Sudan depends on the United
States for most of the food now be-
ing used to feed its famine-stricken
western provinces and for exten-
sive ‘military and economic aid. )

But for the new Sudanese gov-
ernment, the investigation into the
airlift of the Falashas, as the Ethi-
opian Jews are called, has become
the central element in its prosecu-
tion of exiled former leader Jafaar
Nimeri and members of his govern-
ment.

Nimeri, who was overthrown Ap-

ril 6, was considered a vital sup-
porter of U.S. interests in the re-

gion through much of his 16-year-
rule.

The new Sudanese léaders deny
that there is any anti-Americanism
involved in their prosecution of the
case and often acknowledge the vi-
tal need for continued U.S. assist-
ance.

No one suggests that Washington
has been threatening or attempting
to apply direct pressure to stop the
case,

Gen. Abdel Rahman Sawar-
Dhahab, president of the Transi-
tional Military Council that replaced
Nimeri, said in an interview this

week that U.S. Ambassador Hume
Horan had “emphasized” the “hu-
manitarian” motives for the Falasha
operation.

What Israel called “Operation
Moses” is viewed widely in the
United States and Europe as a he-
roic effort to save at least one
group among the hundreds of thou-
sands of refugees and Sudanese
who have been starving here in re-
cent years. o .

But the new Sudanese leadershi

considers- officials - of‘«:,,the Nimeri
‘government ifivolved. in the Falasha
evacuation to have “given aid to the
enemy.” - Sawar-Dhahab said that
Israel “is still” the enemy.”” The
charge against Nimeri and the oth-
ers is high treason.

Between 10,000 and 12,000
Falashas are reported to have been
relocated to Israel.

The Falashas, widely believed to
be members of a small “lost” Jewish
tribe, had lived for centuries in
Ethiopia. Early in 1984, when fam-
ine struck Ethiopia, thousands of
Falashas marched to Sudanese ref-
ugee camps. '

The details of the case, as out-
lined by investigators and Attorney
General Omer Abdelati, involve ex-
tensive payoffs to Sudanese officials
by U.S. and Israeli intelligence ser-
vices. The largest single payment
was said to have been $2 million,
paid by “Zionist organizations in
Geneva” to a London bank account.

“We are not trying the United
States,” said Abdelati. “We are try-
ing the vice president of this coun-

try for many crimes, one of which is

that he helped smuggle these Fala-
shas out of this country to Israel,

when we are officially at war wnth
that country. And he got paid for it
....We don't care if these people

- take the Falashas to [srael. But not
through our land. Not by bribing
our president.”
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Abdelati, a soft-spoken, scholarly
leader of the lawyers’ union that was
instrumental in the protests that
brought Nimeri down, said, “We feel
we've been fooled. Nobody likes
that. We feel we have been fooled by
a foreign nation, and we have been
betrayed by our president.”

As _Kamal Gizouli, 2 member of
the investigating committee ut it,
“We came to discover that this
country was governed by the CIA.”

According to Gizouli, the Amer-
icans who put the operation togeth-
er, dealt directly with Oman Tayeb,
former first vice president and state
security chief, whose security
forces were widely despised and
were disbanded after Nimeri's
overthrow.

Gizouli_said that the committee
has a report that CIA Director Wil-
liam Casey called Tayeb in Febru-
ary 1985 to discuss the Falasha sit-
uation. Tayeb subsequently trav-
eled to Washington for further talks

with U.S. officials, and the final
Falasha operation was arranged
when Vice President Bush visited
here and talked with Nimeri in early
March.

According  to investigators,
Tayeb, who is now in Kuber Prison,
has denied any knowledge of the
Falasha case until he read news ac-
counts of it in January.

For all the allegations of bribes,
Gizouli and Abdelati appeared re-
luctant to provide documentary ev-
idence. The one cited example of
CIA _money being paid_was about
$12,800 for the rental of buses to
bring the Falashas to Khartoum in
the first airlift and a_subsequent
purchase of four Nissan trucks in
Saudi Arabia by Jerry Weaver. then
refugee coordinator of the U.S_Em-
bassy. The trucks were said to have
been handed over to state security
when the operation was finished.

According to Gizouli. the evac-
uation of the Falashas appears to
have begun in 1981, although U.S.
involvement seems to have . cen-
tered on two airlift operations at
the end of 1984 and in March 1985,

Early in the operation a company
called Navco leased a small village,
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Aruz, on the Red Sea coast of Sudan
for “touristic development.”

Navco paid $320,000 for a three-
year contract signed by Tourism
Minister Mohammed Majoub. The
minister was arrested yesterday.

‘According to Gizouli,” however,
Navco was. a front organization for
the Falasha operation.

“Nobody knew what they were
doing there,” Gizouli said. “And
soon after the blowup in the Sudan

. they disappeared. The whole
staff. ‘The dlrectors. They just dis-
appeared . .

Gizouli sald pollce in the area re-

"ported that the Navco staff had

been flown out in a C130 Hercules
transport plane.
Gizouli-said the investigators be

,lxeve _Navco was a fror_lt‘for the CIA

Both Abdelatl and Gizouli identi-
fied Weaver as a central figure in the
operation.-:Both_said | e

_that Weaver was a CIA. officer. But

one foreignidiplomat in a position to

know:said'that Weaver was not.
Weaver, who discussed his activ-

ities m Sudan for publication and in

great detail with_a Los Angeles

ing the country, has denied ada-

mantly that he worked for the CIA.
In_Washington, an _authontative

‘government source also said that

the_aﬂerati_on_mﬂgvvvm&d
for the CIA was false. Weaver, ac-
cording to friends, left the country
before Nimeri was overthrown and
has not returned.

By Gizouli's account, the first
airlift, involving 28 flights, started
Nov. 21, 1984, and ended Jan. 4,
1985, after the publication of re-
ports about them.

“These people from the American
Embassy, in coordination with the
head of security, Tayeb, brought
thousands of the Falashas from Ge-
daref [refugee camp] to Khartoum
Airport and then to Israel through
some European capitals: Athens,
Brussels and Rome,” Gizouli said.

“They used chartered air buses
through a contract with TEA Co.,
Trans European Airlines, a Belgian
company,” he said. European relief
officials here confirmed this.

The second airlift took place in
March, Gizouli said, after Bush’s
visit. Bush “organized the whole
thing with ex-president Nimeri,
who gave the orders to Tayeb.”

“The American Air Force got
involved,” Gizouli said,“using six of
their C130 Hercules planes to take
out the Falashas with the cover of
bringing in some aid.”
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