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To Unauthorized

Exports to leya

‘W Germany Sets New Control Measures

" By Robert J. McCarthey
Washington Post Foreign Service
BONN, Jan, 11—The West Ger-
man government today acknowl-
edged for the first time that inves-

tigators have uncovered “indica-

‘tions”-that two West German firms

may have made unauthorized ex-

ports to Libya.
The statemerit appeared to rep-
‘ resent a reversal by the Bonn gov-
ernment, which had insisted for
more than a week that it had seen
no indications or evidence to sup-
port U.S. administration allegations
that five West German companies
helped Libya build a chemlcal weap~
ons factory.
Customs investigators and other
export-monitoring authorities have
obtained information indicating that

two -of the five companies impli--

cated by Washington may have

| been involved with a Belgian trans-

- port company in making unautho-

rized exports to Libya, a govern-
ment spokesman said.

Yesterday the government an-
nounced a major package of control
measures for new arms shipments
abroad that commentators here said
was a clear admission that the Bonn
government had been lax in enforc-
ing its own ban on military exports

to regions of tension.

{In Washington, a State Depart-

- ment spokesman “warmly wel-

comed” Bonn's move, adding that
the administration would have to
Stlidy the new restrictions careful-
ly.

The two West German compa-
nies implicated are ngineeri
of Frankfurt, which has been linked
to an Iragi businessman identified

!"as Ihsan Barbouti, and Imhausen-

Chemie GmbH of Lahy, said the

onn government spokesman in a
telephone interview tonight. The
Belgian firm is Cross Link of Ant-
werp, the spokesman added.

Imhausen: previously- has demed
that it delivered chemical arms -
equlpment to Libya, while IBI En-
gineering has not publicly -re-
sponded to the allegations. Cross
Link refused comment when con-

-tacted today, Reuter news agency

reported; . -

West Gerinan ofﬁc:als smd that
customs investigators a week ago
confiscated 12 containers of docu-
ments belongmg to IBI Engineering
as part of an inquiry into the U.S,
allegations. West German and Bel-
glan authorities were cooperating in
the inquiry, the Bonn officials said.- .

It was too early to say whether
investigators have obtained “evi-
dence” of illegal exports to Libya,
the government spokesman. said
tonight.

Earlier in the. day, Reuters
quoted Bonn - government sources
as saying that West German author-
ities had evidence that West Ger-
man firms helped Libya build what
the United States says is a chemlcal
weapons plant

“We are in possession of evidence
which shows that the American al
legations are not groundless,”
Reuters quoted a source as saying,
“Imhausen will not be able to extri-
cate itself from the matter now,”
the agency quoted a government
source as saying.

But the government spokesman
said that the sources quoted by
Reuter went “too far,” because “we
have no formal report with evi-
dence from the respon51ble author-
ities.”

Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s gov-
ernment reacted with a mixture of
deep embarrassment and irritation,
after' U.S, officials leaked the name
of the Imhausen firm to U.S. media
late last month. U.S. officials main-
tain that Imhausen, a chemicals and
pharmaceuticals company belonging
to a group with 350 employees,

See BONN, A32, Col. 4
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VIENNA, Jan. .16—West Ger-

. many’s government said today for

the first time that it believes that a

-controversial factory in- Libya will

be able to make poison gas, but it -

continued to insist that it only has
indications that West German com-
panies helped build the plant.

In comments to reporters in

'E'Bonn, Finance Minister. Gerhard
Stoltenberg also disclosed : that:
* confirmed in a telephone interview

Bonn had - obtained - information :as

vearly as August of last ‘year that:
‘raised suspicions - about’ “possible

West German - corporate involve-

| -ment in buxldmg the factory. Pre-

viously, West German officials had
said they were not aware of such

nt

. : mformatlon untxl October of last
; year.

Stoltenberg s statements repre-
sented another step back from West

. Germany’s initial, irritated rebuff of

U.s. admlmstratlon allegations that
five West German firms helped con-
struct a chemical arms factory at
Rabta, Libya.

The minister’s remarks were
made in part to a news conference,
and in part afterward to a corre-
spondent of the Reuter news agen-
cy .in Bonn.. His -comments - were

with his' chief spokesman, Karl-
Heinz von den Driesch, in Bonn.
“We have to assume that at this
factory there is a section that will
be able to produce poison gas,” Stol-
See GERMANY, A18, Col. 1

'
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w&E nrmsm@m Position on EJ&S Plant

W aﬁ;»ﬁ. From Al

enberg said in Bonn. “This assump-
Sion is based on concrete indications
@_a reports,” he said.

Stoltenberg, whose ministry -sg-
w&wsmmm ‘customs”"authorities * re-
D$ponsible for ma.o_dsn West Ger-
Bnan laws against” chemical arims

hnology exports, teturned Sat-
Qrday from three days ‘of ‘talks'in
“GWashington, where the, Rabta 2&%
Wﬁm discussed:.

Stoltenberg declined to say iﬁ: :

e West German ‘government con-
luded that the Rabta facility - will
ve the capacity. to make’ poison

s or what evidence Born had ob-
ined. But he said documents se-
‘@ured from “IBI Engineering, . a
w rankfurt-based firm linked to 55_
; inessman’ Thsan Barbouti, “ sug-
; &ested a possible:or msmvaoaa in-
w @olvement by German firms i il-
H ﬂmm_ activities” in Libya.

10 The government of staazo_...

elmut Kohl initjally nnwvoaa& to
e U.S, allegations by saying it had
.een “no indications ‘or ‘evidence”

t the Rabta-plant could ‘make
wﬂmB_SH arms or Eun any” West

)

Appr

German companies’ Ea rauma in
the factory’s:construction.
Bonn began to back off five days

ago when a government spokesman'

acknowledged that ‘West - German
investigators- had-uncovered -“indi-

cdtions” ‘that- two: West" German -

firms may have ‘made ::mcgo:uom
exports to Liby:

:Stoltenberg said that: zﬁ 5&«3_ :

Intelligence Servicé'in early August
informed the customs. investigative

corporate: invor

at that time, partly. _68:,8 the in-

formation’ ‘was to0’ §m=m. mno_a:.,

berg said. -

In addition, the _=$=_wm=om mmq.
vice strongly recommended that no
Sﬁm:mueoa be.opened out of fear
that:an. inquiry’ might tip. off Im-
hausen-Chemie ' GmbH of Lahr
about official m:%ﬁo:m. he said. -

Imhausen, which " has w:o_._m_v.

denied any -involvement with the ..
Libyan factory,. has been identified -

by the U.S, administration as hav-

ing played a central role in design

and construction of‘the plant.
_So»:s_.:_m th

‘works closely with
- industry, Stern said in a report re-
leased today: ahead om c__z_nmcos

weekly Bmmuanm Stern  reported
that a West German state-owned
company had played an important

‘role in"planning the alleged chem-

ical arms plant at Rabta..Such in-

volvement may - explain - why. the '
“West Gernian ‘government “has' de-
._uwmm _wE_&.Sm an SQEQ. Em Smm.

azine said.
Stern amagma the nosvmzw as

,.,mm_um_zo_. Industriebau GmbH, or
- SIG, which it said was a unit of Salz-
agency".of- possible’* West German -
it in the Lib- -
yan plant.-No _SEQ was ordered’

gitter AG of Salzgitter. It quoted a
manager of SIG, whom it identified
as Andreas' Boehm, as saying that

. the work in question was linked not

to EEE but to a Eusn in mo:m

- Kong.

‘Stern -also said ﬁ—_mn F_rm:mm:
obtained the main computer for the

alleged poison gas plant “in a round-

about fashion” from what the mag-

‘ﬁEo identified as “the U.S. com-

an 4s.” ‘The ::: based in

later this'week. .
- [The Associated N.mmm quoted:

Harris company spokesman as de-
nying the report.]

Ihsan Barbouti, the Iraqi linked to
one of the West German firms im-
plicated in the affair, was quoted
yesterday as making his first public
" denial that he was involved in help-
ing to build a- chemical weapons
~plant in Libya. .

Barbouti, 61, was e_onmn by the

+British weekly newspaper Observer
as saying that he had a: contract un-
til June 1987 to help build industrial
facilities” at Rabta, But he was
a:oﬁoa as saying. that the contro-
versial "plant there—which Libya

_says'is a pharmaceuticals factory—

was not part of his contract and 3&
‘he had no financial interest in it.

“That . building was" 60 . percent
finished .when I left 'the site :18
months ago. I don’t think they could
have built.a chemical weapons fac-
tory without my knowledge,” Bar-)
bouti. was quoted by the Observer
as saying,

A woman - who m:ms.mn& ‘the
phone this evening ‘at what she
identified as Barbouti’s London res-
idence said that he was not available
to comment. She said she worked
there and that she did rot know
how to reach Barbouti. She hung up
when a correspondent mmxma for
additional information.
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