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Blunt files reopened

over MI5 agent

By GUY RAIS
TNQUIRIES into the case of Anthony Blunt, 74,
the Queen’s former art adviser, stripped of hig
Rnighthood for spyving for the Russians, have been
re-opened by the security
services,

The inquiries, revealed by
Tur Svnpay Tereorar, aie
understood to centre on a
former MI5 agent over the
rele he played in the Blunt
| allair,

"The ‘fourth man’

Since November, 1979, when
Mrs Thatcher named Rlunt as
heing the “fourth man” whe
helped Burgess and Maclean to
flea Britain in 1951, the files on
his spying activities have neve:
been officially closed.

Blunt  was  given  immumty
fromn prosecution in 1864 when

At the time of Blunt's ex.:
he was first confronted about
haoactivities on bebalt of the

posure,  seeret service  ¢hiefs
expressed  fears  that  other
KGB agents might have been
working nside Mis,
G B, 4 decision subsaquentiy

crticised following other leak-
oges of information.
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By CHRISTOPHER HOUSE, Crime Correspondent

WIE Seerel Service  has
re-opened inquiries into
events surrounding the case
ot Anthony Blunt, the tormer
sunveyor  of  the Queen's
Pictures, who was exposed
as a tormer Bussian spy. The
inquivies are belicved  to
centre on one man, a former
MIS agent, and the role he
played in the Blunt allair,

The Seccret Service became
suspicious ol the former M3
agent  only  receniiy,  cven
Taough Blunt, now 74, was pub-
Liclv exposed in 1979215 vears
atter he had been vontyonted
with his activitics on behalf of
the KGB,

Biunt, who was stripped  of
his knghthood by the Gueen
and now shuis publicity, wor ked
tor manv yeais inside MG and
gave the  Dussians many  of
Britain’s  most closelv-guarded
secrets beloie and  alter the
war,

The file on tie Dlunt afae
and the way  he  was miveR
unmuntdy foom  prosecution n
1964 15 being closely ovanined.
Detatled  daqueies, including
checking the seivice record of
a tormer MIS apent, are being
made. 1t s thought that he
has recently been vnterviewed
about the Blunt affair, although
this cannot be confirmed,

‘.
‘Under suspicion?
Whitehall <ourins cal that
as tae - the « could g .ot
the fodae M0y apen o Baon,
st ahve gt g e sIes,
is only under suspicion  How-
ever, they admit that (he fact
that  the  Seeret Sepvice s
making inquirics into his role
in_the affair confivms  fears
voiced at the time of Rlunt's
exposure that intelliconce have
never heen fully satisfied that
other KGR agents  were not
working inside MI3. :

Whep the office of the Direc.
tor of Public Prosecutions was
asked about a new mvestigarion
‘nia the Blunt aftair, in par-
bealariy the role ol a tormer
MIS agent. a spohesman said-
“We can neither confirm nor
denv that an investigation is
jbeing carried out or bas been
carrvieth out.”

When Blunt was given im-
munity  from  prosecution i
"1964, the head of MIS svae Ay
Hloger Hollic  tiotlis dued iy

1973, but there have been un-
substantiated  atlegations sinee
that he was involved with the
Yussians,

The way Blimt was  givea
immunity has been criticised,

It i< obvious that the present
inquiry will go deeply into he,
immunity question and whethe
any nther agents were iavolved.

MPs’ concern - .

Our PoLirical, CORRESPONDENT
writes: Although there was no
official confirmation in White-
hall Tast night that the new
inquiry was under way, £ was
e emphasised that the files
on Bluet and Hollis remane
under constant serutiny.,

Sone Goverament  soures
also made clear that they he
hesed the  security  serviees
nmeht well have  decided  to
reopen the case, particularly in
view of  the fact that new
revelations  about  MIS,  and
possible Soviet penactration at
the contire of the services, were
about to break.

The latest disclosures  will
almost certdinly fead to frech
concern an Parliament over the
Stunt case. A number of M
have made clear that they still
fear the true extent of Saviet
penetiation " has  nol bern
revealed, despite detailed state
ments from Mrs Thatdher,

The DPrime Minister is due
Yo recsive shortly a . report
from the Seegrity Conaralesion,
headed by Lord Hrides] on The
rtfectivennss ‘ol porithve  wet
oo posevaares fullowing the
.. of Grotlrev Prime, who
was gailed for 33 vears alie
adimitiing selling secrets from
the Govgrameni's communic
tions centre at Cheltenham
the Russins;

Any fresh revelations aghow”
spying, payticu!ltrly 0f it g
volves the security services, |
bound to increase parliamer
tary pressure fram some ing
pendent watchdog to monit
their activitips,

STAT

Approved For Release 2007/12/14 : CIA-RDP96B01172R000300030032-1



et wehebant it =

~ Approved For Release 2007/12/14 : CIA-RDP96B01172R000300030032- 1

soon LT ASTEMAED WASHINGTON TIMES
i PRI A 24 TANUARY 1983

British reopen spy probe

LONDON — The British secret service has
_reopened inquiries into the case of spy Anthony
Blunt and may be on the trail of another spy for the
Soviet Union, the Sunday Telegraph newspaper

STAT

reported vesterday. The newspaper said a former
agent of MI-5, the British counter-intelligence
agency, is under suspicion for his role in the Blunt
,affair.
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‘adhere to that tout court.

There were cncouraging trends in
the competitiveness of PBritish
manufzcturing industry, Mr Patrick
Jenkin, Secretary of State for
Industry, said during question time
in the Commons. He added 'there
was some way to go before the
competitiveness achieved in 1975
could be recovered. :

My Jenkins said following several
years in which UK manufacturing
industry lost competitiveness, since
the first quarter of 1981 it has
improved by 24 per cent. |

Between 1979 and the third
quarter of 1982, output pcr man
hour has improved by 10.1 per cent.
These trends are encouraging.

Mr Sydney Chapman (Chipping
Barnet, C): This dramatic reversal
of the trend in our uncompatitive-
ness which was obviously evident in
1he last half of the 1970s augurs well
for British manufactusing industry
as the world recession ends. '

So long as the Government is
mindful to allocate subsidies 1o
indusiry, it'is far better to allocate

“included in the figures which 1 have

Ms Jenkin: On the general
proposition, 1 cannot possibly
dissent from what he has said.
Unfortunately in the real world of
politics it is not always casy 1o

I do agrec that the trends are
encouraging, but there is still some
way to go before we can recover the
competitiveness we had back in, for
examplé, 1975. '

Mr Enoch Powell (South Down.
Off UU): How is the factor of
exchange rate eliminated from the
comparisons to which he has just
referrcd?

Mr Jenkin: Exchange rates arc

P .@ o

for

Chapman: Good augury
manufacturing industry

The bencfit to industry of having
lower exchange rate has been lost as
costs have risen 10 absorb "that
benefit. We must now make sure
that does ot happen this time
around. That will be t0 the benefit
of British industry recovering its’
share of markets here and overseas.
Mr Sianley Orme, Chief Opposition
spokesman On industry, (Saiford,
West, Lab)y Why is mannfacturing.
industry in such a crisis? Like Mr
Jenkins, 1 travel around the country
visiting many major companies and
they tell me the same story. Singe
1979 there has been disas’' . Firms
have in many c€ases halved their
employecs.

[ visited lancing Bagnell last
week, a major vehicle company,
who have lost over 25,000
cmployees. We cannot complain
about unit costs and production in a
firm like that. Why are we in such a
situation?

Mr Jenkin: [ visited T1 Raleighin
Nottingham last Friday, where 1
found a company that is putting its
house in order, Tecovering its share
of the market, restoring  its
productivity, and has introduced
new models and new production
methods. I gave three hearty cheers.

Regional policy
unchanged —
for now

Minister for Industry, said during
questions, ' .

The first stage of the reviews 10
examine the working of the current
regional economic policies and 10
identify ways they could be made
more effective, had been completed
by the departments concered. A
decision on what further work was
to be commissioned would now
have to be made. ’

Mr Jack Dermond (Easington, Lab):
1s the review a cover up for yet
another attack on regional aid?
What possible justification can there
be for the proposals in the public
expenditure White Paper to cut
regional aid and general industrial
.aid by 21 percent?

Will he give an assurance that
before any conclusions are reached
there will be consultations with
organizations and local authorities

question 8 *’
ment. T 08¢
and the ‘«
policy are -
must look 8t &

Mr Johs

spokesman
(Kinston upt
principal -

Governmen
it can 1%
money.

Will he 6675
that Labo¥
.Mid!

more_at £
£40,000 ajo*

in the regions?

Mr Lamont: We do consult local
authorities and _ other people
involved in the regions. No further
changes are planned in the lifetime
of the Parliament but it is perfectly
reasonable for the Government to
review regional policy and its
effectiveness about which there is a
lot of argument and CODIrOVersy.

Mz Hilary Miller (Bromgrove and
Redditch, C): Under current criteria
the West Midlands would qualify
for assisted area status so he is faced
with a choice of either including it
or reviewing assisted area policy.

Mr Lamor
safeguarded!
often simpl}
in the p¥
narrowcd Vg
regional po
scnse if the P
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Prime denied chance to appeal

8y Paul Keel
TIF grave offences against

national secunty comimiled
by Geoffrey  Prime  would
have merited  the deaih

penaity 1n times of war, Lord
dustice Lawton said 1 the
Appeal Court in London yes-
terday .

Kefnsing the spy lca
Vappra) agamst 1hie 35year
:gunl sentence imposed  on
f tn at 1he Old Batley tast
Nmvember Tor  collaborating

103

with the Russians for 13
L years, Lord Justice Lawton
said  that  iY properly  re.
Bected the general public's
“opinton of his conduct.

\ “These are offences that

ate so grave thal 1he anly
v the judges can demon-
ttate that society will nnt
folerate a particudar kind, of
tonducl is hy passing ‘a sen.
tence that truly reflectf“the
-abhorrence . that righl-minded
membt'm,;? “the public'have .
ylor the-défendant’s, codduet,”-:
hrpsa_ i .
- Prigy SV
Ns.’p&nrmg. ok th
M ﬁp'xsmn ng.X first in the

where he was recruited

-security, - gatails <of > Prifjp’

" produced.“in” camera My ¥

by the Soviet espionage ser-
vice m 968, and then as a
Russian linguist at the Gov-

ernment Communications
tleadquariers at Chellenham.
But. lLoerd Justice Lawton,

said, * he sold her. her sub-
jects. and allies to a polen-
tat -

enemy.

ile went on: “[u times of
war,  such  conduct  would
have merited ihe  dealh
penalty, However. in peace.
time the law does not pra.
vitle for the death
penalty ™

The Appeal Judge, who sat
with  Mr  Justice  Michael

Davies and Sir Roger Ormrod
-for the one-day hearing, sad

that in peacetime. ‘m:hapv
minded members eptib.
hc would . considef - that* a

very  lang, -seplence’ Was
appropriaté, and that \Was
whal the defendent got.” ..
Hersaid \lat becguse they
affecled maﬂers;ol”.’nzﬁ fal

offeaces eoilld not be reye!
Bl having.vead the ex

he
Lin Novémber unded.the
Lard Chief Juslice, Lord {.ane.

Es
&

A

Mr nenﬁre{ Prime—
“ sentence without hope ”

he agreed with him that
Prime had caused incateulable
harm to the interests of Bri-
tain's security,

Mr George Carman, QC. for
Prime, had submutled to the
Appeal Court -that the total
senlence ‘of IR years, includ.
Ing Lhree vears for three

* counts of indecent assault on

young girls, was the longest
determinate sentence passed
on any person in Britain in

Prime appeal turned down ™

Contipued from page one
who sat in the count through-
out, collapsed sabbing on the
shoulder of a representative
of her husband's solicitors.
Prime was not'in London for
e hearing.
‘hM’:er \hge c¢ourt had gone
into camera for an hour 1o
hear submissions about mat-
ters affecting naliomal secur-
ity, and after an
adjournment of more than
one and half hours, the
appeal judges returned to
give their judgment. .
Lord Justice Lawton said
that on the matter of the
three sexual offences Prime
was a " dangerous man” as
far as young girls then living
in the Chellenham area were
concerned, They were serious
offences, and it was right

that- the sentence for them

should run  consecutively
with the sentences for spy-

ing.

ﬁe acknoqledged  that
Prime had coniessed his spy-
ing activities to tus wife and
thereby set _in train the in-
vestigation. But, Lord Justice
Lawton recalled, he had pre-
varicated for some ume
before making  his  full
conlession l'? tihe police and
security authorites.

He \%ougm jt unlikely that
the incentive whichmr Car.
man had spoken of would
ever encouraher relatives o
take (he public  spirited
action which Mrs Prime
demonstrated “in y
the police of her husband’s
confession.

Prime may have occupied a
relatively tow position in. the
intelligence-gathering service,
e

=
®
a

informing -

but It was “not only the
Admira! Byngs who had 1o
be dealt with severely,” Lord
Justice Lawton said. with
reference to the 18th century
Rritish. admiral who was exe-
cuted for (failing to  save
Minorca from the French.

“The humble may have to
be deslt with severely” he
said. [ncentives may be a
consideration in the preven-
ion-of large-scale crime, but
in consldering the security of
the State the courts had 1o
achleve a balancing- act. In

the, opinion of the three
* appeal _judges, the scales

tipped “in favour of a deter-
rent sentence.

“ft is much belter that
spying should never slart
then spies should subse-
quently confess.” he said.

the last 20 years. It would
mean that if Prime lived to
serve the senlence without re-
mission, he would be 82 years
old on his rclease. *It is. in
summary, a sentence without
hope.” Mr Carman said.

Prime. he recalled, had
eventually made a full and
frank confession to the police
and security  authorities,
which enabled seven counts
of spving to bhe brought
against him. And, Mr Carman
told the court. authoritiex
had confirmed to him that
they have interviewad Prime
13 times in sessions occupy-
g 47 hours,

VM And at alt times Prime
has placed himself available
s0 (o be inferviewed. and
these interviews are not vet
conclided.” Mr Carman said.

In the modern world of in-
telhigence-gathering, inform-
ation oflen passed through
the hands of those in com-
paratively humble positions
tn government service. it was
no donht on occasions a bru-
12l world  where some
offenders would he stripped
of public honours while

others were offeted im-
munity, Others defected, Mr
carman observed.

Prime had none of these
opportunities, except perhaps
to defeot. which he chose not
to do when he was under
suspicion for the sexual
offences whose finvestigation
eventually fled to his dis.
coverv as a spy. Instead. by
his candour, he provided the
means for his own arrest and
prosecution.

“ 1t should be a legitimate
aim of any modern sentenc.
ing policy in this unpleasant
warld of espionage and trea.
chery that spies should be
hroughtin book hut tht they
shall’ have incentives to co-
:‘\gxrale." Mr Carman submil-

The incensitive of a rve.
duced sentence would apply
to relatives of spies who
might be encouraged to dis.
close information to the
potice in the way that Mrs
Rhona Prime, the spy's wife,
had done, he added.

At ene point during yester.
day's hearing. Mrs Prime,

Turn to back page, col. 4
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have caught him out?

THE government’s decision to go ahead with the
introduction of lie detectors, or polygraphs, for
screening in the security and itelligence services
raises long-standing questions about their
effectiveness and the ethics of their use. It also
poses an intriguing question. Would Geoffrey
Prime ever have entered the government’s secret
comunications headquarters if the polygraph
examinaton had been in use in 1968?

In the course of interrogation by the security
service, Prime said that he would never have

sought employment with the communication

centre at Cheltenham had he known he would
have to take a polygraph test. And staff at the

American National Security Agency say théy are -

sure an American counterpart of Prime would
have been rejected following the test.
Last week, an authority on the use of

polygraphs, Dr Gisli Gudjonsson, a psychology -
lecturer at the University of London, said that .

he, too, believes there is a strong possibilty that
Prime would have been dicovered. “In 80 per
cent of cases, the polygraph can prove useful, but
in 20 per cent it’s not.”. .

The polygraph (the security commission’s
report disapproves of the term lie detector) works
by monitoring such physiological signs of stress
as heart rate and the electrical conductivity of
the skin, affected by sweating. R

Evidence as to it effectiveness is wildly
contrasting. Scientists working in laboratory
conditions in America, carrying out ‘“mock-

crime” tests claim to have demonstrated an |

accuracy rate as high as 90 per cent. But critics
point to research carried out “in the field” which
suggests a failure rate as high as three in one.

Britain’s security commission recommends a
pilot scheme to test the feasibility of polygraph
testing, to be administered by security staff
trained in America - preferably at a CIA school..

It emphasises that the polygraph would be
used ‘only as “the final hurdle” in-a recruit’s
probationary ,period; and that a. supposedly
adverse polygraph reading would-not in itself
mean witholding clearance without independent

confirmation.from some other source. ~ -

Most iimportant, unlike thé American security |

practice- where subjects are given a *full life-
style” examiiiation inclading such :areas ‘as
homosexuality; drug-taking and financial affairs,
the use of the polygraph in Britain ‘would be
restricted to counter-intelligence 'g;tgglinations.v
But the cominission’s proposed-safeguards do

not reassure” ¢he Civil Service - Unions, the |

umbrella body for eight unions representing
more than 520,000 white-collar staff,”

The council ‘has prepared an extensive report
on polygraphs and Jones has written to the head
of the civil service, Sir Robert Armstrong, to
express concern about the lack of * prior
consultation over the security commission’s
proposals. ‘

Mick Brown|

Woodman spare that tree,
if the price-tag is right

THREATS to the scenic beauty

much public support that it now-

of the British countryside from by Roger Ratcliffe owns £1,100,000 worth of
forestry developmentsiare being and David May broadleaved woodlands
increasingly  countered by . throughout the country.
chequebook conservationism. :

When formal objections to new
plantations or the cutting down
of mature woodlands fail,
environmental groups are now
joining the bidding to buy the
threatened land.

Using a tactic long ‘employed
by the wealthy National Trust,

much smaller and poorer
groups have started raising
funds to save much-loved

landscapes from being clothed
in conifers. They are taking
advantage of encouragement
from Whitehall, which is urging
the government-controlled
Forestry Commission to sell off
its land.

Last week, two small conser-

vation bodies laid plans to
purchase property.
@ The fast-growing Woodland
Trust, which has 25,000 mem-
bers and up to 200 applications
to join every week, hopes to buy
the deciduous Duncliffe Wood
near Shaftsbury, Dorset, to save
it from being felled by a
commercial developer.

© The Friends of the Lake
District, which has just 6,500
members but has successfully
fought off many . plans to

develop -sensitive parts of
Britain’s largest national park,
intends raising money to buy
land in secenic Dunnerdale,
where the Forestry Commission
plans a new conifer plantation.

_ This form of conservationism
is howpvgr, very expensive. The
commission has put the 180-

.acre Duncliffe Wood, which is

two-thirds ash and oak ond one-
third conifer, on to the market
for aroung £100,000.

John James, director of the .

Woodland Trust, a group
dedicated to saving broadleaf
woods, (broadleaves, are our
deciduous native trees) believes
it is well worth it. “It is a super
area and I'm almost afraid to
say what might happen to it - in
case someone wants to do it.”

Because the wood is not
designated as a site of special
scientific interest, there is no
grant aid for the purchase from
sources like the World Wildlife
Fund or the National Heritage
Memorial Fund. So the trust
makes regular appeals for funds.
Te last appeal on Radio Four
brought in £30,000. In the last
five years, it has attracted so

The Friends of the Lake
District is much smaller. After
successfully fighting off plans to
develop two of the national
park’s most scenic lakes, last
year it was presented with a new
battle. The Forestry Com-
mission acquired 370 acres at
the head of the Duddon Valley,
one of the few in the area to
escape from heavy tourist
attention, and announced its

intention to plant it with
conifers.
“It 1is an unthinkable

scheme,” says Geoffrey Berry, a
consultant secretary to the

Friends and noted landscape

photographer. “The original
plans have been altered as a
result of our objection but there
would still be a plantation and
that’s not good enough.”

The purchase of the plot in
Dunnerdale will cost an esti-
mated £75,000. Like the Wood-
land Trust, the Friends of the
Lake District believes such
expenditure is. money well
spent. “We are going to launch
a big appeal for funds,” says
Berry. “It’s a huge task but we
can’t stand back and let such a
scene be radically altered.”

Schools essay
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David’s father planned for his
education when he was born. That
way, by investing £8,156spread.

" over 17 years, David will receive’
£20,000 worth of school feesand
his father saves £11,844.

he children above will ¢

worth of school fees; not

but because they knew about |
We helped them plzn {
planned with us, the more the
intends paying out of income,
the first fees are-due, could sav
Our schemes offer mirJ

and tax reliefs, and we are con}‘
ideas and new methods of pay’
_Our latest income plan
fincreasing the pa
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LESSONS OF PRIME CASE

- PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSESSVIE\JT
STAT
- EXTENSIVE BACI\GROUND INVESTIGATION TO INCLUDE 'OVERSEAS

- POLYGRAPH, BOTH INITIAL, PROBATIONARY AND RIP
- TWO PERSON RULE |

- PACKAGE INSPECTIONS

- CONTROL OF COPYING MACHINES

- REPORTING FOREIGN TRAVEL

- INTERVIEW FORMER SPOUSES?
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