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TASTE FOR LITTLE GIRLS
DOWNFALL OF
SPY CENTRE MOLE

By 14N HENRY Old Bailey Corréspondent

GEOFFREY PRIME, 44, a former employee

of the Government’s secret communica-
tions ‘headquarters at Cheltenham, jailed
yesterday for spying for the Russians, was
only caught because of his taste for sex with

little girls: -

After he confessed to three sex attucks police

searched his home and discovered * material which
suggested he was involved in activities even more
grave,” said Sir MicuarL IlAvers, QC, Attorney-

Genéral, prosecuting, at the
0Old Bailey.

In his waliet, they found a
code-pad, a document ex-
plaining how to handle
micro-dots, details of radio
frequencies, and a top secret
memorandum. : ’

‘sion of a powerful radio, two
recording tapes, a black brief-
case,-a carrier bag containing
notebooks; and 26 . envelopes
pre-addressed to East Berlin,

Sir Michael said that in the
course’ of Prime’s employment,
both in the RAF and In the
Government service, he came
to have access to Imformation
ranging from the simply sen-}
isitive to matters of the “very
i highest * secrecy. ! i

Over a period of 15 years he
fiad admiited passing secrets

- Editorial Comment—P138

:in Berlin, Vienna, Potsdam. ind -
: London that had caused “ excep-
tional grave damage.”,
.- At one stage, the Press and
public were excluded for 20
minutes while Sir Michael told
the court, in camera, “ the deep
gravity of what Prime did.”
‘Before doing so, Sir Michael
said: ¢ There has been much
wild speculation, most of which
is unsupported by the evidence
about the natune of the darq-aige
for  which -he: is responsible,
especially in velation to nuclear
warheads and endangering: the
lives of agents, . o
“1 repeat there is no evidence
10 -support speculations. of this

— e P
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‘The police also took_posses-

Spying and
sex charges

P‘RIMI:J faced  seven
spying charges’ under
Section One of the
Officials Secrets Act.
They were, that for purpos
prejudicial to the sa?et;p a:g
Interest of the State, ba com-
municated information which
%vas caleulated to he, might
€, or. wasiintended to be,

directly or. indirectly useful
to an enemy:

In Berlin, between Deg. .
o, aﬁél Aug. 1968 P
ectween Sept. 30, 196
April 29, 1'.982;a § and
Between May 1-31, 1970, i
Abbey Wood, Londen; "
lnlg_}isc.nna, between Sept, '1-30,

'In 9\”’i(t;a}rma, between May 1.31,

. 40, .
In ‘Viénna, betw May 1.
| fosnna between May 1.31,

And in Potsdam, East Germ
} hetween Nov. 130, 1981 '
Prime also faced three charges
of indecently assaulting girls
} on April 10, 1980; on May
:lzgézmm, and on April 2i,

Reporting of their names was
{ prohibited by an order under
; Scction 89 of the Children
{ and Young Persons Act.
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“SEFEE conLiPrLeint
in brief cnse

Prime was first iaterviewed
about his_espionage activities
in June this year, but ke simply
“told police; “I don't know
where you got that information
from, but that certai’sﬂy ism't
true, I can assure you. o

But he was later njore forth-
coming. During four hours of
questioning  he admitted re-
ceiving  £2,000 from the!
Russians, but claimed he never
got any further than cans‘xde‘nng
working for them.. . N .

At a later interview he ex-
plained that in' September 1977

e etk W -I
he had booked flights to Hel-
sinki on two occasions with a
view to living in Russia, but his
regard for his wife and her
children prevented him {rom
going through with the plan, :

During that interview with
the police. Prime said that in
1974 he had been given, via his
sister, a briefcase with a secret
compartment countaining spying
equipment.

The plain black briefcase and
its secret compartment were
produced in court and the
method of opening it, removing: -
two screws 1n the handle, was
demonstrated. .- -

Prime was_interviewed twice .
move, said Sir Michael, but he
repeated “his  denials.  Then,
there was a'* dramatic change.” ;

Suddenly, he told two offi-
cers: * Yes, at 4 o'clock today
June 26, 1982, I now wish to
tell you the whole truth of this
fragic affair. 1 cahnot go'on-
talking about my wife whilst I
am continuing to tell lies, s

. “It will také a long time;

could we have & short break,-
then T start from ‘January
1968, when this affair started.”

The statement which followed

Wwas so long it was taken over

two days,
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Handed o note

at checkpoing
—Lcpoint

The salient featur i
) eS, wh
emerged, were' that his ﬁlrcs};
contact with Russian agents was
fé’és in h]Q }t]. but in January.
. » When he was stationed o
Born™ vas stationed jn

oy According to that state

Prime -begnn. to feel symp?l?hg't
for the Soviet régime in the
mid-60s, ang when returning
from leave handed a note to a

Later he found i
cylinder attached toaﬂ?;etg‘l:l;:
of his car, It contained a note
directing him to  Friedrich-
strasse station, where he was
met by Russian agents. He ex-
tp}i:g:edathat }_1ef wanted to give
3 i i

—— ny information they

“ Thereaftep Prime met ki
jcoutacts Igor ang Valyaereglle
larly until July 1968 when he
left the RAF. He told them

vealed all ¢ information
which was available to him,

“He wsed a miniature
camera to photograph RAF
atow’s  telephone directory
and delivered photogiaphs to-
gether With a sample of classi-
fied material o his Russian
controller,

“Prime told his controller
that he was thinking of apply-
ing -for employment as a lin-
guist in the Givil Service and
was encouraged to pursue his
application

“He returned to Engiland in
July 1968, and was" successful
In his job application being told
to report for duty in London
on Sept. 30, 1968

~ “Before starting  work he
returned o East Berlin ang
received extensive training in
the arts of the spy. He was
|taught the methad of secret
(Writing which allows invisible
messages in code to be over-
written on seemingly innocuons
letters,

“ }_Ie_ was taught how to use
4 Mminiature camera for photo-
graphing documents He tas
taught how to receive codagd
radxg transmissions and how to
receive and handle microdots,
He was tolq the dead Jetter
’;pox procedure for conveying
jinformation

When  pime- eturned t
. d 1)
bnglan@ he brought with him
the - briefcage containing the
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e
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“1-«code. pads;for-deciphering mes- -
‘sages sent to him by radio, and -
[ to encipher messages sent back.

‘to the Russians; secret’writing
paper ‘oo~ which to write
| eacoded . messages; ,East. Ger-
many - addressed envelopes ito -
- carry the secret messages in
invisible code; and £400;ster}ing:

b or 2F Avd 4 YL Y A e
| ., He was given-the codcname
Rowlands.and #-password to be-.
| nsed whensmeeting contaets. In .
reply to the contact saying: “I.
-believe’ we, met-in Pittsburgh in |
-1988," .. Prime « yas < 40’ reply+-
| o No, at that time 1 wastin
o AN (T P WA

Sir’ " Mith&el " “continied:
I “Once he, started. work . in.
London, Prime: regularly’ con-.
| veyed  information -to the
- | Bussians and received informa-
‘{-tion from them wsually - by

Joradio.. . -
' In autumn 1969, 'he Wwas’ t6ld

by r:dlﬁ.dwessa (- ';to. gop'to a
-secret hiding place ,ig  Esher;
-near R lake, .'-P.H’e._ fwent, l;nd
Jeceived a_few huadre pounds
in -sterling, and .a lletter, con-'
‘gratulating * him, on’_his; pro..
gress, . ot v ,
7 % In May 1870, he.tooK plioto>
graphs of docunients,” which he
‘had take,r:,_wi‘,f\li bthe _{ginggtp[é'
camera, ‘1o . Abbey . Wood | jn
.London and 'left tf:e,m_nt a,
; secret hiding place jn & wWood.., ;
I+ ‘% In the ‘summer of 1971; he
i collected more money and more
“$pying materials -at’a - pickup
‘point near Banstead “Station in
T g
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o Sy H VS TRTSIIE
dsdget A4 Crpr s fotel .
code pads "7, "

Sl ——— Ly, * -‘»"nr-:- .
“In 1972 or 1973, -he mislaid
his_one-time pads (code pads)
and was forced to Send-a letter
to East Germany ‘in' invisible
writing, in plain text, explaining
fthe loss. 7T ;0N
rime contact

" According to P

~as . Jost: cugtil 5 1974, when .
-Soviet dzents-left a briefcase
et bis_ sister’s hofme. This part
of Prime's statement ris- .con-
firmed by his sister - who
remembers a.-man-and a woman
(who isppke in;broken iEngiish

. K

" de¥ivering 2-parcels -

. -vSbe ppened the paréel and
: saw _the ..btiefqlse,lmhicﬁl«. was
appareatly. empty,- fact it
+ was-the-repliow of; thé briefcase
| Brinfel.dad! sbsen: fiven .. in
Angust 1968, ami: had _spy‘i_gg-
“eguipment cand ; 4 =
m—tomparhmt&oag ,{ S
¢ In the spring of 1973, whilst,
still in London, Prime was.
.Biven- a “briefing by his. em-
vloyprsiin order. to-receive. and
understand fresh matérial ‘of a-
higher eeturity classification.
He reported hmmediately. to his
| controller in ‘East Beddin.;, -
1. “His controller arranged _'a
serie$; of meetings.in 'Vienna
which™took place in September
1975, ‘Prime took with him
photographic copies of highly
secret material and microfiche
 cards of an;bqually sensitive
‘nature. He'.received - £700:-or
LEB00 in sterling. - c
L Prima flew to VieAna iagain
rin May.)976. Between Septcin-

iher 1975 and May 1976 he had
,'been regularly sending details
:of top secret information. . le
i‘took; with him. jn May. 1976
ipore photographed documents
he had had access to whilst
‘in“' &ndm;;“,gd;explaix}é%-thé
cnatures ‘of * his * new  fob © at
bRttty .




ey

. Fromised pension

- and rank of colonel.’

[

“He had, in fact, been trans-
ferred from London to Chelten-
“ham. in March 1976. At one of
« the meetings in Vienna in May
3976. Prime was informed that
should he ever wish to defect
he would be given a peusion
and the rank of Colonel. He
was given - £1,000 - before he.
. veturned to England. N
- “Primp was promoted - in
1976, and on the first of Novem-:
ber 1976 he became section
head, which gave him access
to a wider and even more sec-
ret range of material.

“ As a section head he regu-
Tarly attended meetings at which
matters of the utmost secrecy
were discussed.

“Between his return from
Vienna in May 1976 and his

vesignation on Sept. 28, 1977,

Prime took ‘15 rolls of film
amounting to about 500 photo-
graphs of top secret documents.

*“ Prima claimed that by Sep-
tember 1977, the pressure of
living a double life got too
much for him. He had married
in June 1977 aund taken over
the care of his new wife’s three
children.

“He decided to defect by
flying to Helsinki, and indeed

baokad flights on Sept. 11 and
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Sept. 20, but on each occasion
did not go through with it.

“ According fo Prime he had
no further contact with Russian
agents until he was telephoncd
in April, 1980, and asked to go
tp Vienna, |~ '+
.“He flew there on MaV 16
1980, taking with .him the 15
rolls-of fitm of top secret docu-
ments, together with handwrit-
ten notes.. I

_Dczbriefed, on.

cruise ship

.. " He was taken to a Russian
“cruise ship on the Danube for
twoé or. three days and ‘ques-
tioned at length -about the
material he had brought with
“him. -He was given £600 and
flew back to England.

. In. October, Prime claimed
that he was again contacted by
teleplione and agrecd to go. to
Berlin for a further mecting.
He flew to Berlin on Nov. 16
“and. was taken to Potsdam in
Fast - Germany where he was
closely ruestioned about Allied
activities which were top sceret.

¢ When the debricfing was
finished he was given £4,000
and taken back to Berlin.

“Prime indicated that the one
time pads and the secret writing
pads which the police had scized
.were “given to him' either in
Vienna in 1980 or at Potsdam
in 1981,

.- " He claimed he had not used
any of them, nor had he had any
further contact wilh Russian
agents.” . . - ‘ )

Sir Michael said Prime ended

his statement saying: * JLooking
back- over ‘the entire period [
deeply regret the cxtent of the
betrayal: manifested by my acti-
-vities,” which were in breach of
~the trust placed in me by my
sGovernment.. . . -
" heliove _that 1 first em-
-buarked .on these activities partiv
. as a result of o misplaced ideal-
istic view of Sovict socialism
:which was compounded by hasic
psychelogical problems within
myself. . .

“Thest problems had made
me susceptible to the type of
propaganda which I became
aware of during my service in
West Berlin.

1] am. also deeply ashamed
.and- find it difficult to express
my remorse in words in rela-
Mon ta: the anguish and suffer-

ing which' I Have caused for my
anid family " )
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Foiice investigation

"rt’nt'zsterly’

“Before . fequesting_the ' court
to go into camera, Sir Michael
aid, tribute to the officers of

West ‘Mercia police who inter- .

viewed Prime. ‘
BTheT responsible.
have nothing but praise for the

. masterly. way . in . which Det..

Chief Supt. David Cole, Det.
Chief Insp. Peter Picken and
police officers under them coped
with what is the gravest investi-

gation they will ever be likely |

services

to undertake. In an unfamiliar ;
field, they worked with remark. |

able diligence and very geat
care.’:. Sl !

_Lord Lang, Tord Chief Jus-
tices interrupted by asking the

Attorney-General: “The infor- |
mation this man gave became -
more and more important and :
dangerous to the services of

this country. Is that true?”

Sir Michae! agreed that it
became more true as Prime's

spying career continued.

Earlier the
General said it was clear from
the charges, and from Prime
himiself, he was sexually

“attracted towards girls in the
10 to 15 age bracket.

*Over a number of years, he
built up a card index system
of young - girls. His main
sources of information were
newspapers' from the Hcreford
and Gloucester area.

Attorney-

“From newspapers he was

ghle te fingd ot thn wapie o
e wngd, (T T S TT TR ST B I YO
Hmun!a mu\ sonktiines the
ome telephony number,

“ Armed wvith this informa-

Approved For Release 2009/02/25 : CIA-RDP96M01138R001200010004-2

3 ‘ ‘4 B , -
M George Carivg, 0C.

. tion it was then his practice to

telephone the girl and:engage
her'in conversation as to her
-age, which school she attended,
*8nd " when  her | parents - were
ikely to be out of the house,

i 'YHe smaintained his index
System, logging every call he
.made  with  details of _who
2nswered the telephone and if
i was the girl, details of what
their convérsation .had been
about, and what name he had
used when making the call.”

At the time of his afrest,
Prime gave police 2,287 index
tards for such girls. . A

But Prime only visitad the
homes of his victims on four
Occasicns, .One wvisit in March
982 to the home of a yirl near
Worcester was abortive hecause
when he got to the house he
found a cleaning lady there.

" ‘The first time, he Aactually got
Into his victim's; home’ was in
April, 1980, Prime telephoned
the home - of _an 1l-year-old
Gloticestershire” girl and spoke
to her about her family and
school, He rang again 10
Minutes later and asked to visit
the hovse to do some plumhing,

e arrived five minutes later
and the girl showed him the
loft. J1e pulied 2 hood of striped
Prlama material over his head,
tlaced his hand aver her moath
amd told her to Lie down, When
she got up, he said: “Lie down

“or I'll do somethjpg to yon.” .

After Prime sa'd he wanted
to look un her skict, be was dise
turhed by a market rescaccher
-knockivg ot the door, and lgit
hurriedly.i .



»
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His second victim was @ 13-
\ea. -0ld Worcestershire girl, Tic

gain telephoned the g,xrl know-
1[]5 her! parents bosth worked,
this "time posing as a pamter
and qecovator, - -

After pmtnndmﬂ' to exanine
the house, he asked to take a
Dhutug.aph of her on the pre-
text that bie had once been her
baby-sitter. But the girl refused.

She noticed through a door
that he was tying a handker-
chief over his fate. He seired
her by the neck and said “if
you co-operate with- me jyou
won’t get hurt.”

ITe ‘twisted her arm behind
“her back .and pushed her ingo
a bedroom. She asked to go to
the batirrapm, where she opened
a window and fried to call tor
 help.

Prime  threw her into the
bath, putting lds hands over
her face and later around her
neck., She was ordered to take
off .her jeans and sit on the
floor and expose herself.

The third victim was a 14-
vear-cld girl lving near Here-
ford, when, in Avml this year,
he again tel cpmned asking to
do some painting Lstimmu

Once at her home he threat-
ened the girl with a bottie
opener with a knife blade, She
wa; ordered to pull her pants
down and lift up her skirt, but
after  she began  screaming
Prime lled. but not before ask-
ing if she knew any othel dirls
on their own,

Sir  Michael said ane's
distinctively coloured Cortina
car had been spatted at the
scene of the Hereford incident,
and when police began question.
ing all Cortina owners, Prime
denied any knowledge of the
incident, claiming he had been
at home ab the time,

“It seems that after the
police left his home he con-
fessed to his wife that he was
respousible, for the next day
he telephoned Hereford police
station and admitted he was
the man pohce were looking

When the court came out of
camera Mr George Carman,
Q C. defence counsel, told the
Lord Chief Justice:

“ My client may now be able
to see that a civilised system ot
justice affords him the vight to
be properl» defended in a
country whose interests he has
damaged, whereas the irony of
the case is that the country
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Continued from PI0

whose interests he sought to
~rve would have denied him
stireh rights.”

Dealing - with - what
described  as matters of “the
“ areatest public importance,”
Mr Carman - emphasiscd that
Prime’s  espionage  activities
were conducted by him in col-
lusion with the Russian Intclli-
gence services alone. '

No other collegue at GCHQ,
or indecd any other citizen of
Britain or any Western power

was in  any way involved,
directly. or indirectly in his
activities.

* Having betrayed his country
and confessed his guilt frecly,
he expressly authorises me to
state that he is anxious to co-
operate after sentence with the
authorities in  furnishing any
further information that he

possibly can in any subsequent

interviews that may be sought,
50 thed the task of yepairing the
damage should be continucd.

“ So much’ for public matters.
A matter of private concern. but
- po less impeoctant in your lord-
ship’s court, is the utter shame
and profound remorse that he
would wish. mo to expross to

the children "concerned and to.

their purents.” -
‘What kind of

maun is he?’

M Carman said that if one
stood back with horror at the
offences, in order to take a close
look at the offender, one asked
the question: “ What kind of
man is Geoflrey Prime? ”

‘Fwo phrases told it all—
“desperately lonely and totally
inadequate.” and *“4 gexual and
social misfit.”

“1It is the misfits of society
that provide the fertile breeding
ground for the ruthless propa-
ganda of the Soviet system and
its capacity to foster treachery
under the-guisc of idealisin.”.

Mr Carman said a cypic might
add  “ perfectly wicked.” and
one had to concede that to b.e
true in terms  of T Prime's
conduct,

* But
understanding
- self.” he said.

At 30 years of age) Prime
had betrayed his country while
serving in the BRAT, at the
beginning of . 1968.

“That was a considered
decision. One naturally asks
how and why .did he reach that
decision,” said Mr Carman.

When vae looked: back. the
picture that was presented of
Prime was of an unhappy and
unfortunate childhood, where
he  had  Dbeen  deprived  of
parental love, Hisparents® mrac-
riege was uahanppy and he him-
sclf was the victim of g sexual
assaubt hv. an aduvlt relative. .

When Prime joined the R AF
he was already encountering

it is not the key to
the man him-

he .

seriolT®scxual problems. His
mother-died that vear and his
father when he  was 25,
“What vour lordship does
not already know is that in
1972, whilst_ewployed on work

O T %ensitive nature, he was

sefecved by his-grneral practi-
ligner, ta. a.consubtant psychia-
trist for severe deu_rc_;sﬁsion."
Rt Cdrman described I'rime’s
unhappy and unfortunate back-
ground, his sexval maladjust-
ment and social isolation which,
he said had led to his position.
“Wher e was in-theR A F
in JBerlin. he Josk. his- parents
apd _rcligicus. belief,
sexually inadequate. In his own
watsT T needed to belicve in
pelidaiy

SOMEthimes o e
TFTIE started to listen to Rus-
sian  broadcasts - and read

Russian -literature. He was, in
his  mind., convected to the
cause” at that time.”

In the following nine years,
avid My Camman, Frime had
“clung ™ to the idea that he
had made the right decision.

“ But -they were nine years
also where gis doubts began to
tornient him with ever increas-
ing intensity.”

“nd of marriage

‘the watershed’

Prime married in 1969, but
the marriage failed in 1972. He
had———peychiatrie.  treawment
dugjng - ¢his period for depres-
sion, The watershed caime whea
he Jeft his wife.

Then Prime met his present
wife and went to lodge ab her
home. " &he had a tragic mar-
viage with three young sons.
Prime married her in the sur-
mer of 1977 and  then
voluntarily and verv abruptly
resigned his post at Cheltenham
in September of (hal yvear.

“ The pressure which Dbuilt
up in him causéd him to resign

and consider taking steps to
defect to the Soviet Union
twice.” ‘ ,

«Mr Carman invited Lord

Lane not to con «er Prime as
a totallv ruthless and rationallv
molivited soy. He pointed out
that he had an opportunity to
delecr to the Soviet TTainn when
he resigned feéom Cheltentham
and failed to do so.
© Also, unlike some  of the
maior post-war spics including
Philby. Burgess and Maclean,
there was not in Prime's case
any pre-arranged  escane plan
or routce with the Russians.
He had no false passport and
every trip abroad was carried
out using his real passport.

Lord Lane inlervened: “Did
he really need one?”
Mr Carman replicd: “1f he

went to places like Vienna, it
mav have been likely for the
Russians to have provided him
with a false passport.”

Mr Carman  said the final
reason for pot treating Prime as

He was-
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a ruthless traitor was that when
he was arrested and inter-
viewed about the sex offences
op April 27 this year, “a criti-
cal date in this Cire,” he then
freely, within a few hours con-
fessed two things to his wife,

Ignored chance

Lo defect

He told her he was guilty of
grave sexual misconduct; inore
startlingly, he told her he had
been cngaged in spying, . -

When he - knew he.was a
palice suspect for serious sexual
oftences, he had a passport,
moncy and a car, and could
have ‘defected from this coun-
try. But he did not,
counsel.

“Tor on that day, and for
Lhe. remaining three weeks, the
authorities were totallv
Lnanere the man suipected of
sexual activities was also a spy.

* This man was not a poten-

tially ruthless and uot a totally

rationally motivated spy.”

He confessed to_his wife on
the evening of April 27, and the
following day. telephoned  the

police  adniitting the sexual
olfences.  In o the intervening
three  weeks  Mrs  Prime

said.

Intellizence, they were  tech.
nical questions,
unable to help them,

¥ Persistent attempts
made  hy  the Russians 1o
encourage him to try to rejoin
the Government Services at
Cheltenham or the Army. They
even tried to persuade him to
try to join the Security ' Ser.
vicas. But once having made
the decision to resign, he made
absolutely no effort to rejoin
again.”

Mrs Rudna Prime, 37, who
went to police as a matter of
‘canscience, ‘told ‘the court: *1
took legul advice and 1 had a
choice, I didn’t have to du it.

“ But morally 1 hagd to-go to
the authorities and teil them,
because I could not live as a
Christian with that On-my con-
science, or my husband's con-
science. And I belicve, in the
end, I have done him a favour,
and heooefully the country.”

e Goded wis NG stagmed

as Lord Lane sentenced him

to a total of 38 ycars in prison.

agonised with herself what she

Should do.
In the mecantime, she found
a carrier bag containing spy
equipment and a wallet con-
laining documents under a bed.
She took advice from her soli-
citor, from her doctor and from
her  parents, all of whom
advised her  that
should bé reported.

. Mr Carman satd Prime had .
lied to police because. he knew
that even if he was imprisoned °

for the sexual offences, any
terin would leave him a fifelige
to see his wife and stepchildren
cventually. .
Prime had described in great
detail  his  recraitment  and
training by the Russians, and
had also described the Russian
Intelligence service to police.
He bhad told quite volun-
tavily of the pavments he had
received and the times on which
the Russians had made contact,
*“He gave the British authori-
ties cvery possible co-operation
m enabling them 1o try to
understand the gravity of what

he had done and assess the
damage that he had perpe-
trated.”

Mr  Carman  added: “ His
pavmasiers did not think so
highly of him thal they had

arranged for his escape.”

Again Lord Lane interrupted,
saving: “He was much more
vitlnable hepe,

Counsel said Prime had no
access  to  fresh  information
from the autumn of 1977 when
he left Chelterham. Alhough
he weat to Poisdam ia 193]
and was interviewed by Russian

the matter |
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T,ORD LANE, the Lord’
Chief ; Justice, told -
Prime: P
“1 have listéned to what
has been said of your early
history and the background of
social and sexual  isolation

which you had, and of course,

all this made you an ideal pros-
pect for our potential ez;ienzies.”

Lord Lane said he had also

listened “perhaps more import-
antly” to what Prime's wife
said on his behalf.

“ Whatever has come out of
this case, your wife has come
out of it with great credit. She
displays herself as a womun
of great character, sympathy
and humanity.? -

He went ont “But the court
has heard enough about your
activities over at least nine

ears as I read it, probably
onger ,to realise that by your
treachery you have done incal-
culable hatm to the interests
and security of this country and
the interests and security of our
{riends and allies.”

No ope would ever know for
certain what exactly motivated
Prime. “ It may have been what
vou have doubtless called
ideological . Teasons.’™. © .

"Lord Lane said be had been

The Lord Chief Justice,
Lord Lane.

asked by Mr Carman net to
treat Prime as a ruthless and
rationally motivated spy.

“PBut T am *ound to say that
it is a description which f{its you
exactly. Your ruthlessness is
demonstrated not only by what
you did with this country’s
secretg, but by what you did
to those girls.

“The fact that you werc
rationally motivated is quite
olear on the statements you
made to police.

says judge

“ What your motivation was
perhaps doesn’t matter, You
made the choice and you must
suffer the result” .

Lord Lane told Prime he was
giving him_credit for huving
confessed, for pleading guilty,
and for largely providing the
material on which the prose-
cution was based.

7t is said you are anxious
to repair the damage you have
done. But it is perfectly plain
that the huge proportion of it
is quite irrevocable.
© ¢ You must suffer the result
of the choice you have made.
The resvlt is to punish you,
mark the public abhorrence of
the crimes you have committed,
and finally 10 deter others who .
might toy with the idca of
treachery in the future,

“As you gained in stature
and gromotiou in your job, so
you became of greater use fo
the Russians, and that is the
basis on which I scntence you.”

Prime, of Pitville Crescent,
Cheltenham, was Jailed tor a
total of 35 years after he
pleaded guilty to the seven
spying charges.

He was jailed for a [urther
three vears, making a total of

38 wear, for the indecent
assaults on the three young
girls.
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