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AT SBCRECY PLEDGE

Pentagon, in Unusual Move,
Asked Journalists to Sign
Agreement on Briefing

By PHILIP TAUBMAN
Spmcial to The New Y ork Times
WASEINGTON, Dec. 14 — The De

fense Department todey took the un-
. ususl step of asking reporters to sign a

secrecy agreement before attending &

.briefing abomn Sovier military cepabil.

faes,

Tbe secrecy agreememnt stipulated!
that the .reporters never disclose *‘in
writing, broadcest or any verbal dis-
course’’ tbe intormation tbey would
besar. 1t also required the journalists to
repor: 10 the Pentagon any effort made

by others 1o obtain the sensitive infar-

mation.
%hen the reporters balked &t signing
the agreement, senior otficials in the

- department setued for their verbal

word of honor. .

The New York Tirnes declined to send
& correspondent 1o the briefing because
of the restricdve conditions. Richard
Gross, & correspondent for United
Press International, left the session
atter the discussion abort the secrecy

. agreement.

A ‘Conflicting Assignmem’
According 10 one reporter who was
there, among those wno aftended it
were representatives trom the three.
commerdial television nerworks, The
Weall Street Jourpal, The Los Angeles
Times, The Baltimore Sun, The Associ-
sted Press and Newsweek.
George Wilson, Penotagon corre-
spondent for Tbe Washington Post, said
be did pot know about the reswictive

rules but had not attended the session’

because be bad & “conﬂ.\cnn.g ass:.gn-
_ment.” :
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Sevmour Topping, managing editor

. of The New York Times, issued this

stetement: *The Times does not enter .
into agreements that bar a reporter.
from sharing informetion with readers
or responsible editors. Tbe extraordi-.
na.ry agreement proposed by the De--

fense Department does pot serve pa-.

tional security but stmply tends to cop-
fuse the issues and cobsequently tbe
public.”

Onereporterwhow&sprmn,r—‘red[

Agreeman?mvsUmmeptab)e
_ Thbe problem was resolved, according -
-0 inmtelligence officials, when the De--
fenseDepartmemt.hanoﬁemdmmake_;
Tepariers sign & SeCTecy agreement
that* would underscore the ofi-the- |
record ground rules of the briefing.

But the agreement dratted by Pents- |
gon attorpeys and public relations off- |
malspmedtmacceptablemthempon-i

ers when it was announced today. |

When the reporters were admitted to !

Hoftman of The Associated Press, said: g- Pentagon briefing room across the

that he rarely accepted information off |

. the record buttboughtmthxscasethat
: it would be educational.

45-Minute Argument Ensues

In & scene that some participants
later said seemed to be drawn from the,
pages of ““Alice in the Wonderland,” the

and department officials!
spent the first 45 minutes erguing over
the conditions for bandling miormation .
that could not be told to the public.
- Thbe seguence of events that produced
today’s briefing began several weeks
‘ago; wben Detense Secretary Caspar
V. Weinberger invited correspondents
who regularly cover the Pentagon to
come to his office for & background
briefing on military matters.

.in the meeting, which was ammded
‘by about 15 reporters, Mr. Wei
sa.:dthattheScmexUmonpusedasen
ous and ominout military threat wo the
United States, according to several re-
porters who atiended the session. When
Mr. Weinberger weas pressed to support
the comtention, be said be would try
arrange an intelligence dbriefing on the
subject for reporters.

Bowever, officals from the Defense !
Intelligene Agency and the Central 1n-,
telligence Agency, according to Penta-

£On sources, were reluctant to provige ;

reponer-: with highly classified infor-

mation, even op the upderstanding that
the material would not be published or |
broadcast.

“Was

‘s:mArtertbesecondbmk,tbeufﬁ-

receive ‘“‘highly sensitive intelligence
information which concerns the se
i curity of the United States and belongs
to the United States Government,” the :
agreement stipulated that the jourpal-
 ists would pever disclose the informs- :
‘tion to &anyone, their editors, |
in anv form. In eddition, it called on the :
reporiers to notity the department im-
mediately if anyone attempied to solicit
the information from them. :
Modifications Also Rejected

When the correspondents refused to !
sign the agreement, Dejfense Depan. ;
‘ment officiels left the room for 10
minutes, then returped with 2 proposed
modification in some of the language,
according 10 ope of the reporters who

present.
Tbe journalists also rejected tbe
modifications, prompting the officials
to huddie for anotber privaie discus-

. cials said they would accept & verbal
| pledge to abide by the agreement.

Gen. Richard G. Stilwell, Deputy
UnoerSw'etaryof Defense for Policy, :
then read a roli<call of the reporters -
present, asking each if be agreed 1o give
! his word of bonor not to disclose any of

_ - the informaeation, several of the corre.

*“I've been to & Jot of oﬁ-tbsrecard
briefings bit never ame whbere they
askedreponmwsxgnaseu'ecyagre&
Ioent,” said ope veteran Pemagon cor
respondent wbo attended today’s ses--
sion. Pentegon officials ssaid they could
nmrecz.nanyprmmseﬁmmgainthe
approval of repmtas for & secracy-
agreement, . _ . v )
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