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~ “Reporters as (1A agents
" An alarming suggesmm

Even if, as: CIA" Dxrector Stansne}d

" Turner ‘told the- American Society of -

-

- willing to talk about the areas in: “which '

;-sources or thexr professmnal integrity. "

- reporter: toﬂwear* ;
- hired’_gun’-for“one’s:
. reporter- who' would' ‘put-himself in"such a -',
: posmon vrould 1mmedxately be. embrmled

.ina hopeless confhctof mterest. To. w}uch

. (mcludmg the names of - sources)- -10 it?

,.;-govemment should so ask? Would he even -
. be prepared to plant false information in-a~—
/story. 1f requested to do so 'for thegood of .

rwwspaper Editors at their annual meenng
iast week, it were desirable.for journalists
to double as agents for the Central Intelli-
gence  Agency ’ 'when ons. a.»sxgnment
abroad, xt surely made 1o sense to discuss -
that proposal in an:-open-forum.- Admiral
Turner’s standing before the: edxtors of this _
couatry’s newspapers ‘10, wave thxs par-..

common sense. -, e

For arguments saxe grant that -o‘
ists  would * make- superb - -undefcover
agents. Reporters are, after all, trained

observers, and the nature of their business. =: thoughts it is incomprehensible that he’
is' an ideal cover for explaining: their =~
presence ir hot spots and asking questions.

Tumermay havebelped
'_ tumofftbeﬂowofnews
from abroad to America’s "~
.. press and electronic inedie .

e aT, e

Just because. of thess ‘factors, Americali
- intelligence agencies often ask journalists - -

back from.overseas assignment if they are":

they have:been. Some: journaiists do, oth-
ers'do'not; dependmg on whether they feel :
suctr mtervxews mlght compromxse their -

€Ty, from .asking é i
ats and’ act’as’ ‘a
‘:*govemment. “Any

But- thxs -1 ; a*far-’

......

he, be vnllmg to turn over all’ miormatmn

Would he be: prepared to -withhold some
informationfrom- his -newspaper,:. 1f the

Lo
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- bave any-faith in the stories written by an

.+ seek out every:source-of information he-
ticular. red flag deixes comprehensmn and- ..

i%dlsagreem ‘that in a fit'of patnotxc fervor
“he might be tempted to evade regulations.
* ‘and quietly recruit journalist-spies. But if!

'_'all the . world:

- debate. as Admiral Turner _generated in
: Washmgton last week, other than a c;rp—
"“pling of ‘both his own agency and of the
DL Amencan press? Other countries are now|
©..on. offxcnal notice that any American news--
"paperman coming across: their borders
- stiould automatically be conssdered as po--
}tentxally a_spy. for the CIA.: T

- “harder - henceforth to get“visas-to_ Visit !
" find " doors ‘closed . to ‘them “that” would,

. othervnse have been open They ‘may: be
A,,subjected to being followed or harassed, or‘

bR

. be used as’ ewdence agamst theui~

: randstandmg this i issue; ‘and 50 rendenng -
Cthe task of all American foreign-corres:
;_spondents more. difficult,. Admirat Tumer
~-may have helped turn off the flow of news
_from_abroad to the American.press and-!
“electronic media. Should that be the result,” .
~he will have thereby reduced-the value of% N

‘one of his agency s most prohfzcsourcesof :
i mformatlon Pt A A R RS R

his country?” Could a publisher or editor

agent with such a dual loyalty? Could
readers trust anything they read; knowing
that reporters might be writing what some
government agency wanted them to write?

- Admiral Turner, as head of. the Umted
States ‘most sensitive inteiligence agency,’
. has a natural desire and indeed a duty to.

can. One-“might understand _even . while;

~the director entertains ‘such heretical
“would choose to advertrse t.he fact berore

What ‘can come out of such a pubhc?

American 1oumahsts may well fmd 1t‘

“some countries. If they are letin, they may

_even to: bemg jailed and- tned ior espno—a
'age. And; given the tenor of the regimes’
in"some’; “countries, it is. not uuthmkable
_-that tAdmxral Turner's own statement ==

. that the-is not: ‘willing to«foreclose future

..operations involving. 3oumahsts ‘—5_-*‘mx°ht)

—
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