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NTI AL

NATIONAL4NTELIIGENCE AUTHORITY

PROVISION FOR MONITORING OF PRESS AND 
PROPAGANDA BROADCASTS OF FOREIGN POWERS 

_
Report by the Director of Central Intelligence 

with the'unanimout;hon.currence of the 
Intelligence Advisory BoarC.•

. During the war, the Federal Communications Commission

(FCC) conducted a foreign broadcast intelligence service-	 .
_	 -(FBIS),7 which monitorea press and propaganda broadcasts•

foreign powers. The FCC was in process of liquidating

this agency when its functions were taken over by the War*7•

Departlient on an interim basis on 30 December 1945., The,
,

peRartment requested that :the DirectOrj[o

Iite1lence assume responsibilii

ormer FBIS'fuhotio

ter consideration of 	 evidenceSUbMiten

the Director of Central.iIntellig4Ce'COndiUlcies

the present*organization performing'this-funCti*

Ohtrol of the War DepartMent ShoUld be:liqUidateidan

- 2 -

-
sh pl	 by nesi* organization-better adapted	 serve

•-
hetzds'	 authorized intelligence,agencies;,

-;
the operation of the.required monitOring

Can b ost efficiently-performed by the War DepartMent

under irectives as to collection and distribution to be

issue , , y the Director of Central Intelligence.

D14.cuSsion upon which these conclusions are-based 	 contaihed

in , Enclosure "B" (Appendix ."B" hereto).

Enclosure



zaug,LIPitiff 

, The enclosed ,draft N.I:ki bia"ebtl-NO.h"9.8 been p`;.',-
to firovide the mean51for'carrying oUt't-e„-'recOmmend4):Ans
basec0 upon the âbov. 'z_c.01.1Clusionsi•

1
' .	 ''' 't • 	1	 -_,:''''"".:.',.,''':.'::,CenCprred	

•
in by the ireCtor Of Centra

the 4ntell1gehce Adlasory Beard, which, P?:.
of the Federal Burea0-. 0f;Tnvestigation as:.
consideration of this , matter.

It is recommended that the National Intelligende-
Authorit? approve the draft directive in Enclosure
(Appendik "A" hereto)

"47
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PROPOSED N.I.A. DIRECTIVE 

PROVISION FOR MONITORING:PRESSA 
PROPAGANDA BROADCASTS OF FOREIGN .POWERS 

Pursuant to paragraph 1 of the . letter from the President,

dated 22 January 1946, which designated this.Autherity as

Onsible for planning, developing, and coOrdina ing the

.4deral foreign intelligence activities so asassure the most
,-

HOffi3ctive accomplishment of the intelligence mission related
r' 41 ' 1 '	 -.	 .

e!national security; the following-Poli'dibs-and procedure s
-.-	 t	 -

.#14ting to the function of monitoring press andprOpaganda,.. ;
dcasts of foreign powers are announce

The function

óroign

Navy, and other governmen

ted'by the War Department so as

ributing missions assigned by the

The present organization carrying:onis

1 ,and !direction of the War Department-
ilrrent7.y'with the liquidation, anew

NA.

mOnitoring 'press

fun'otionAiridOrt e

.13i6itoring service will be organized and-opOrate&byHthe War
-	 _partment so as to serve, with 's, minimum Of interruption the

titelligence agencies subject to our coordination. 	 s serviOb

.11 be given a new name by the War Department.

The Director7Of Central Intelligenee:'WiIlbe responsible for

he assignment of appropriate collecting an distributing missions

to the War Department official charged with the operation of this

- 14 -	 Appendix "A"-
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,
,"` kyl

T!	 mission5 will be
thc ntelligence:agdnbies subject'to.our coordination..	 ;

avy. D6i5artMents :twill . give_	 ;
_

be necessary

-The State:and

m0 t such a s sjtance arid the use

eir respectkye capabilities as may
roplFly to fulfill :,the missiOri herein assigned.

 Thee War Departilent will take the
ricioi) to carry out thc, Trogram heroin initiate-

r

• Appendix "A"



1	 n.APPENDIX 'B
--77-777----

of trnitoring

of foreign power is an evert means

information Of,ude to the intelligenCe

The f‘inction

agencies of State,:.

;
casts

•
-gene°

and Navy Departme4s

. This function W8$ originally undertaken by FBIS under, the

3. The FBIS was organized functionally into: an office of

the Director which gave general supervision to the service,.

a Monitoring Division responsible for preparing the monitoring

-schedule for all FBIS Stations and of prov 'idingeXcerOts from

ibgrams monitored near Washington; a,	 ,	 ..	 -

, collating, and
,

organization 'responsible for operating fieid-j.stat.ions

410Ated at strategic points for interception f foreign

.

broad-

caste not monitored in the Washington area 	 addition, the
 -

field organization has maintained offices located, at ton0p0',
,

lal .Cairowtich have had access to similar;thaterial.monitora
•

by the British Broadcasting Corporation and the British

Miniatry of InformatioA respectively. Changes in these

hem and foraihtáthin

FCC early in 1941 as a result of recommendations

the Defence communication's Board.

•

made by

-	 -
Arrangetents with the British may require a revision or expan-

:SiOn	 inof U.S. coverage	 Europe and the Middle East.)

6
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•

ribnitoring.. TheTnecessary budget. arrangenionts to main-.	 ...'	 •

Depart rnei;it.
-

is: bud-

a ppOrst

functiOna. of :trie s: FB

u1.4. be 1 tquidated for the following reasons:
.	 ,

. Its reports are circulated tOo-. generally' to Orgarii'z

tins and individuals, including foreign agencies. In
,

er that proper 'fintelligonce diroct166--may be giVen'

activities, is product should be restriete

au horized intelltgen.ce agencies of the Federal government.

':-=b. The personnei of the -organization. have not . been•
i	 ..	 ,z•-•	 ,	 .	 -	 ,	 ,

'screened for security. Adequate screening is essential,

,	 ,.:	 ,	 -	 -	 -,..::	 ..	 --: : ,	 -,1;,:.-.4.-Ap..i::;:,;';,,t,+.•:,:,, ,:, ',. ,,:,i`;::-!1-1'T;"Ylik.,.fil:-'4. 41's ';', ,■•••••	 ,•'.',

.7::C7'.fi	 •	 ,

Since disclosure of the . d tree t i ori gi,Ve'n, to the _activities
--:•-•,A: -,	 -	 ••,:,..	 •	 it..c.-... 	 .

of tile organization would be detrimental to this -:Nation's ,...•	 .-	 ::	 --..
:interests and sec rity.

•■•,.
• •

, this function sh uld be Made for the:,Fiscal Year 1947.-•• .

■

Appendix "B"7

,.bn

'

"- The War Department was ,:informed

as in process of -liquidating the FBI

eipandeol its monitoring. prOgrg
,•	 •ngj:Troin

,
er 'FBIS personnel,.; effective 30 -December :-.19145;

•
quire4 by transfer all FBIS feel]. ties,

old by :lease or contract. The WàrDepa.trent arranged

renegotia.tion'Lof outstandir_E: lease and contracts.

The function of .monitoring foreign press and propaganda

dCasts should be continued since it is of Value to the
1-•

11,1gence agencies-of the State, War, Navy, and other
• . ent departments. Based upon a survev the , De partment.14

tE(!te appears - to have the greatest uSe for the product Of
1:4•-;44



present organization'Bhould be supplanted by a'

tion capable hi 'performing the mohitor;ing,fut6tti

by authorized intelligence agencies offtheTed,Ora

nt.	 •

ntral direction of the'monitoring effort .sijOilid ba

ors from A-2, G-2, State, and ONI. '
•-•

Co.	 1AL

i

inclu4

-: gnd me
'	 i)•!,

9.

01'136	 ';1",";
.1

z

rz	 geR.

44,110 ,

'
- •

1- 11P 11,

the' Di

•concur,
.of . thet

nder such central direction, any of the three departments
,

&I could operate the monitoring, .editing and distributing

TpreSs and propaganda troadcasts of - foreign :powers.

However, certain preliMinary steps would be reqUired

' . y
ardor to insure thatthe -specifIneeds of ail:proper:"

ts are considOrod:This direction can be giver.Cby:',.

ctor of Central Intelligence; advised by a Comrititea

par s coordinator from the Cehtral Intelligence Group

bof.

1

re State
•

1)

uPP1Y;

or Niaiiy could undertake the operetion
-

,'(2) Transfer.Y.

e departMen

(3) Arrangembntt fdr	 'necossarycommunicatl.en

cilities between the field,and Washingten;,
. -

(4) Screening of perponnel for security purposes,.

including any members of the prosent oz,ganization_who,

itay be re-employed in the new organization	 ,.

* Continued operation by the War Department would
.	 .	 .

-
: re ire only screening of the personnel.'

•

*10.

gnishe

the' 3

piarti

peration by the Central Intelligence Group (as diotin-
-	 ,

from central direction of effort) would require that

e steps outlined under 9 e, above, be taken, with

Br emphasis on arrangements for administration and

- 8 -	 Appendix 113"



Group, duplicating those already eXisting

Tho following comments on. -reloti„Ve efficiency

c.commuriication'faCiltt'iepm

efficient rind economical operation by.tneS

men t
.	 .	 ,

jack- of direct staff control of monitoring facilities

militatos against efficient operation by the Navy

H7e.

Lnck of organic communication facilities and

,: .:70 .atablis1ted overhead facilities militates against efficient
:t

vand::economical operation by the Central Intelligence Group.

	

70 -• - - i	 •

-Moreover
'
 it appears that the C.I.G. is not legally. 7

• t:,4. 	 i - li	 .-;-,authorized to assume the contractual obligations involved..

	

,	 .
.?,.:..t	 .,i..; t d. Considering that the War Department has none of thu
'-'

•
',=•■	 ro.

Appcindix "B"

1,bidn Of the function by the War Department would be tome-
4 .1

t•th.gt More efficient and economical than 1-.7 any other agewl:::.

:).acks specified tn'a to c above, it is believed that opera-,	 , -
-+

;

ragraph 3 c of the President's letter of January 22

the Director..of Central Intelligence to perform,
,

benefit of int'elligenco agencies of the StatoWar,,	 .

y Departments, such services of common . concern as

7

c

bonorO

In1;:p.nr event; the evidence is not strong enough to justify

thetros,ablishment of the required overhead facilities in the

lonal Intel1ig6nce Authority determines can be more
,

ntly accomplished centrally." It appears clear that

on of monitoring effort for the ben6fit ofthoseH.n- •

hce agencies can' be accomplished more efficiently

However, with regard to efficiency of actual .

on; littlu.ovidence can be found to justify a con- .

that operation by the Control Intelligence Group .would

efficient than operation by one of the departments.


