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‘AE."SOURCE A Pole born in Russia of Polish political priscners.

1007

In the early months of Werld

War IT he was captured by the Germans and later recaptured by the Soviets. As a -
political priscner, he‘spent tims in Odessa, Ukhta, Vorkuta and Kolyma. He escaped
from a alave camp in 1942 and mde his way south in the USSR, finally escsping to f.hr :

__Middle East in 1944. He aorved as an officer-in.the Anders Armv.

1. In 1ly4l thers were tmny. Sovieb.army . offic¢ers and engineers in’'the Kbl.ym yere
detailed info! nn on - by

baned in Magadan. - There were also NKVD meny but I have no
Guards in the alave camps wers often criminal prisoners, men who had murdered

then.
‘ and stolen. The organization of priuon camp guarda was known as VOXR (Uilitary guards)

The *frean peopla in Kolyma are mostly ex-prisoners, people who theorsiically wers re-
leased tg return to their formsr homes. In fact, however, they were obliged to live
in lave camp arsas becauss if they returned hcme, they often were arrested on soms
charge and re-sentenced to slave laber, Most people ®"voluntarily® remained in the
camp areas, whers the life was admittedly bad, but still a little better than actual

camp life. There was no travel betwsen eommitiea.

There were about 2,000 free penple in the Sredne-Kolymsk area and about 30-40,000
prisoners. In additicn, thare wers transit camps. in all of the xo]qm re;i.on, which

were particularly busy in the warmsr sumer months.

4. I was in a transit camp for a short period, during which I worked on the Magadsn air
field. This £ield had two crossing atripa, each about 13.xd long. At that time the
main strip was half-paved, but work was being done to pave it completely. The cross
gtrip was narrower and not paved. There was mmch air activity at the field. We saw

moatly slow two- and four-engine planes, but there was also ons very slow six-engine
one which we called the "eow.® Priscners were oftem transparted by plane, and I an

sure the gold was flown out of the area.

5. Construction of airfislds seemed to be & major activity in the Kolyma region. There
was & small fisld at Mo-xo]mk vrith one hnnga.r. I do not know of other apeciﬁ.c
locations. .
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6. While I wan in uim wres,
s higlway froa lu:hno-xolyuk to Magedm. This was sinply a widc dirt road which had
logs thrown across it to pack it domn. It was usable anly from September to llcroubor. ;
In the summer md made it impassable; in.the winter snow blocked it oomlotcly. : C
was the only highway I knu sbout in the rogicn. L
A

7. 1 lmow nothing of railroads up thm,-but there was talk that a lj.no was to be buﬂt
from Kolyma 31;_:7 to Dud.inka .
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