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} Through & fairly reliable source frtnn" buntaaf.ed :I.nforman‘bs “witio! have been

confined ‘An’the penitentiariea :Ixx question.-

Part 1. Oremska Miicovice Pendtentisyvy

The "Kazneno Prapavni Dom Mitrovica' (The Penal and Correctional louse o
Mitrovica), is located a short distance from the toun of Mitaoviea in
Jerbia. The classification of prisoners, prison couditions, adwinistyratlon,
and the physical description of the Penitentlury vhich follow belov ave
reported as those existing prior to 1 Janmuary 1951

COn 31 December 1950 the estimated number of pelsuvners conflned in the Pueiiusie
tiary is reported as 3;340. In addition to this uumber, 200 are said & Lo
employed on & farm in the region and have Veen assigned & stetus anslogo

to thet of trusties., Thess &sre designated as being wunder the adwinistrenio.
of the Penitentiary. Also under the administration of Sfirensla Mitrovica

there is allegedly a large but wdetermined nuwber of prlsoners who are
merely reglstered there but who have been organized into lsbor groups aud
utilised in construction projects at the followiug placess

a. Hovi Besgrad

b, The mines at Bor and Trepea, and Kostolac.

¢. Cement factory at Beocin.

d. Feonomic enterprisss under the Ministyry of the Interior at Dibanovel .
e. Several factories at Zemm and Belgrade.

f. The Partisan lLoad from Belgrade to Smederavo.

¢. An iprigation project at Lonjsko Polje.

h. Constructions in the vicinitles of Rijeka, Snsak and Gpatija.

The prisoners ars classified according to the offeuses or cirires for vhich
they have been sentenced in the following nmnney:

a, CSpecial political offenders: This category includes prisoners who ve: o
former politicians in the Kingdom of Yugoslavia, such as Lazica Marle ‘)J\ .
Stankovic and Perovic, former mewbers of the Hational Cormittee of hars
“Mihajlovie (approximately 40) and Dragoljub Jovanovic. The persons
confined in this section are more severely treated than the other pviocacors.
They are segregated frow the others, dc not perform any vork and ares Iud
very meager rations. ket :
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Cominformistst Ihis group is subedivided inbo tuo categorises

1} Approximately 100, t.onsidered to bs less daugerous, are located
in*Barracks I They do not work,

2) A group of the more dangerous are located in"Paxracks III¥,  ‘These
ere repoyrtedly the higher offlcisls auwnng the Cominformists and
receive velatively privileged treatment. ‘hey are sexved special
food, are completely segregated frow the othexr prisoners and are
not i'arwd to crop theix hailr to confoim with prison regulations.
It 1s reported that this preferential tireatmsnt has given rise to
-conjectures among the others as to the genuineness of the Tito.
Stalin schism,

01d political offenderss This group of prisoners consists principally
of. Cetniks; however there ars soms Ustashl and some of the followers
of Ljotic among them. They are not segregated and receive the sams
treatinent as other prisoners,

New political offenders: According to souree this group of prisoners
comprises “sples for the Westeyn Powers”, saboteurs, peasants vho failed
to surrender the prescribed quota of their produce tc the State, and
various other offenses commltted against the regime, It 1s also noted
that most of the uncooperative peasants are usually remanded to
Pozavevac (see Part YII) or rent directly to work projects as described
above., Peasants interned here are numbered at approximatsly 100.

Criminalss 1t is reported that there are a largs number of persons

.convicted of crimesserving sentences in the Penitentiary and that these

convicts are not segregated from political offendars.

Germen prisoners of var: The source reports that thevws were approximately
1000 of these in Sremska !Mitrovica who had been tiransferred there from
Vrsae in 1949, Of thoss who were thus transferred 80 had been condemned
to death as war criminals.but of these only 30 have been executed while
the remainder have had their sentences commited to priscn terms, All
German prisoners who had been originally scatenced for a period of 15
years or less have subssquently been released and repatriated; hovever N
thoss who vera serving longer sentences sre still in the Penitentiaxy

and thely number is sstimated as belng sumll.

Penitentiary Directorats:
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The Director 1s Dusan Milenkovie. Reportedly he vas & major during
World "ar YI, is presently & civilian and a membsr of the Communist

Party.

The Doputy Director is a certasin Major Grbic. He &nd his assistant
represent the UDB in the Penitentiaxy. ‘

A cortain Perlic is the Assistant Deputy Director, il is an officer
vhose rank is unknown.

The Penitentiary Registry Office enrployea from five to slx persons,
male and female,

The Supervisor of Prisoners is a certain Wikelie, He 1is belleved to

‘be & menber of the Communist Party.

The superintendant of work shops and labor groups:'fis a certain Kovacevic,
8lso believed to be a Commnist Party mewber.
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‘‘he "Dubrava" is a penitentiary business enterprise vhich markets verious
prison made articles. It comprises the following shopss

&,
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C&fpantry and Upholsteryt: Reported to employ 500 prisoners who manu.
facture furniture for the ¥enitentinry as well as for public sals,

Shos shops Reportsd to ewploy from 250 to 300 prisoners.

Locksmith shop:s Here hardware for the Cerpentiy shop is produced in
addition to locks for public comsumption, It employes 120 prisoners.

Ropa shop: FKeported to smploy about 200 prisoners in the manufacture
of all types of rope end cord,

Brick Kiln: Accordihg to source 380 prisoners vwere employed in the

manufacture of bricks in the Summer of 1950, During the winter
approximately 40 prisoners and a few trusties are employed on the project.

Ine Penltentiary maintains an Automobils Repeir Shop for the Ministry of
Internal Affairs, In charge of this project is & UDB major. This shop
cmploys from 160 to 180 prisoners under the supervision of personnel from
the !finistry of Internal Affairs. The types of repair vork include
complete overhauling and the installatlon of spare purts.

The Penltentiary mansges an Agricultural Project which is operated as follows:

8,

b,

Approximately 200 prisoners deseribed as "fres workers"® cultivate a
farm several kilometers fvom the town,

Other prisoners work the filelds in the Penitentiesry area as the need
arises,

A nunmber of prigoners-are assigned to the malintenancs and service of the
Penintentlary as well as to various workshops producing articles for internal

ugs .
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These comprise the folloving:-
Tailor shop « approximately 50 prisoners, ’
Sﬁoe shop - from 12 to 1/ prisoners.
Book bindery ~ &6 prisoners.
Photography ~ 2 pirisoners.

Locksmith shop « 60 prisoners.,
Elactrical shop « 10 prisorers.
Bakery « 14 prisoners,

Kitohen « from 20 to 30 priscners,
Lawndry < 20 prisoners,

Weter plant « from 5 to 6 prisoners,

Thermoelectric power station « from5 to 6 prisoners (The station was
built in 1950 thus enabling the Penicentiary to produce its own power).

Central heating plant -~ from 5 to 6 priscners.
Carpentry shop - approximetely 50 priscuers,

Vood carving shop « from 8 to 10 prischners.
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9, .The Prison Infirmary is veportedly opsrated by prisoner personnel., These
includs from 4 to 5 physiclans and 8 mals atvendants. The infirmary,
according to the estimate of one source, has freilities to accomodate
approximately 100 patients.

10, ‘Pechnical advice for prison labor projects is supplied by the Technical
Bureau vhich is a group consisting of prisoner personnel exclusively.
The 1/ msmbers of the Buresau are construction engineeys, mechanlcal
engineers and electrotechniclans; moreover, they ai¢ cherged with the
supervision of all technieal projects.

1, Sremska Mitroviea 1s guarded by a 1litia uwait under the command of a
captain vho 1s noun to the source only by his niclnaums, Dika ("The Proud").
‘the unit?s strength is nusbered at 13 officers end i'vrom 250 to 300 militiamen,
Incioded In their duties are assignments ay guards, turdkeys, sentinel
conranders, building commanders, and varehouss commandérs, The most Inhuman
rilitiamen are the bullding cormanders, according to the source, who adds
that they sire also the most rabid Communists.

1Z. The source reports the following conditions of prison 1life at Sremska Mitrovieas

@, Food: ‘"lorking prisoners receive "lation No., 1" whieh ccnsists of 600
grams of corn bread and a quantity of thick soup per day or "Ration
No, 2" consisting of 400 grams of corn brend and a thinner soup,
The ration for nonwworkers amounts to 200 grams of corn bread and
some vatery seup,

b. lodgings: The buildings in which the prisoners are confined are over
crowded. liost of them slesp on the floor and some have some straw oy
strauv wattresses, Fach prisorier is alloted about 37 squsre centimeters
of space. A fev of the prisoners are ascigned to rooms equipped vith
doubledecker bunka; hovever, thesa rooms aye reported to be used for
display purposes.

co Sanitation: Sanitation is saild to be almost nonwexistent. Mediesl
attoention ig practically non-existentj consequently, most prisoners
mast request drugs and medicine from their relatives., The death rate
is high, it belng reported that there is a decth. every other day
caused principally by tuberculosis, avitaminosis, pneumonia, as well
as from the effects of torture and corpural punishment,

d., Commwnication vwith friends and relatives: Fach prisoner is permitted
to write one letter on the first and "fifteenth day of each month. However,
this correspondence is strictly censored, vhich procvsss causes it to :
bs delayed for about ten days,

Part II lepoglava Penitentiaxry

»3. ‘The "Kazneno Propavni Dom Lepoglava" (Penal and Correctional House of
Lepoglava) 1s located in Croatia, The prison adrinistration, conditions
and physical description of the Penitentlary vhich follov reflect the

. situation existing prior to May.1950, according to the sourcs,

it 'The source reports that there vere 1850 permanent prisoners in Lepoglava
©on 1.May 1950 and that of this number 1400 vere registered during the
year 1950, The inmates are classified according to the following cate-
goriesy

s, Old political offenders: ‘'this group includes Forimer wembers of the
gstasha and Domobren, the former Croatisn home guard wilitia under
avellc.

b. New political offenders: 7The prisoaers in this cétegory have been

sentenced for offensey against the present repime such as attempted
i1legal passage across the frontier. .
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¢, Cominformists: The majority of the prisoners wnder thls classification
are high ranking povernment and militery officers. The Cominformists
are completely isolated from the other prisoners and are permitted a
ahort walk around the prisocn yard only at night. Access to the section
of the Penitentisry in which they are confined is gained by & separate
entrance and stairway and cannot be used by other priscners. The
Cominformists are fed and attended by wilitiamen exclusively., It 1is
reported that ArchBishop Steplnac is incarcerated with this group.

d., Peasants: This group is composed of those vho have falled to yield
their assigned quotas of grain to the Covernment.

8. Oriminals: The members of this group were convicted for non«political
crimes, e.g.,, smuggling, black marketing, et cetera.

The Directorate of Lepoglava Penitentiary is headed by a certain Spiranac,
a major from Zagorje. The office of the Director is open to militiamen,
prison employpes and those prisoners who have rsquests to meke, Under the
Directorate there are the following departmenta:

a. Records department: Its function 1s the maintenance of the priason
archives and the case historles of the prisoners, vhich include cowrt
decisions pertaining thereto.

b. Statistical department.

¢: Financlal department.

d, Administrative departments This office registera the names of all
prisoners and takes thelr finger prints,

The Penitentiary mansges and administers several work projects among which
are the following:

&, Internsl projectss A saw mill, a lumber planing mill, a carpentry
shop and a ceramic shop, .

b. Projects outside the Penltentiarys

1) A stone quarry.
2; Construetion work on a new plant,
3) Construction work on quarters for the militianen,

Lepoglava operates an Agricultural Projsct vhich.is worked by "half free"”
prisoners. Thesstrusties return to the Penitentiary at the end of each
vorking day,

. An undisclosed number of pwisonnrs are employed in the following prison

workshops and maintenance servicest

&, Rope shop

b, Leather shop

¢, Dasket weaving shop

d. Teilor shop

e, Shoe shop

f. Mechanized carpentry shop
g. Machine shop

h, Cabinet meking shop

i. Wood carving shop

J. Dyeing shop -

k, ILumber processing shop
1, Electrical power plant
n, Garages

n, Uelding shop

0, Kitehen

p. Bakery

d. Bathhouse

v, Laundry

8., Sanltation service
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9. ‘the Infirmery and c¢linic quarantine all newly arrived prisoners for an
widiselosed periocd. The source veports that patients afflicted with
digeases which require hospltalization, such as tuberculosis, are confined
in the c¢linie,

9. Lepoglava is guarded br a militia wnit vhich compiises from 150 to 180
wen, The militis men mount all of the sentinel posts in addition to
posts within the penitentiary. ¥very floor is in the charge of a
militia commander and his aide. There are also 20 UDB agents assigned
to the Penltentisxry.’

#L,  Data relating to the nmxégemen‘h of prisoners sud theiy treatwments

2, Upon commitment to the Penltentisry, the individwals condemned are
ralieved of their civilian clothing, personal effects and documsnts,
These are stored in a warehouse and veturned to the prisoners when
thay are released.

b, . At the beginning. and ‘end of esich day. the pri.aouers are grouped and
.ﬁo‘mteda

¢, DBreaches of discipline are punished by solitary confinement,

d. The prisoners are allegedly provided vith cultural, educational
and msical centers. They lave a glee club, classrooms, libraries,
a theater and cineralhall. Thers is & Catholic Chwrch in the
Penitentlary for thely uss,

#2. A physical desceription of Lapoglavar

@4, In the center oft-the main prison bullding thers is a tover, the first
and second story.of which are mounted with heavy machine guns. There
are two machine 'guns on each of thess floors. :

bl Yhere 1s & separate wooden construction vhere the rilitia commanders
conduct a prisoner count bei ore they go to work and vhen they return
to the Penitentiary,.

¢. The militiamen ars housed in special colonies with accomodations for
sinple members and for morried members and their families, The
militia maintains its own cooperative and a hotel to gecomodets any
visitors they may have.

- Part ITY Pozsreyae Penitentiayy

%3. Pozorevac Penitentiary is located in Serbia not far from Belgrade. The
c¢lassification of prisoners, prison administration and activitiss, conditions
and the physical descriptlon of the Penitentiary which follow cre described
by the source to be those existing prior to 1 January 1950.

¥c~
-

., ‘Mhere are reported to be 15000 prisoners confined in the Penitentiary wio
are c¢lassified according to the following categoriss:

a., 01d political offenders: This froup consists of (hetniks, the
{ollowers of Ljotle, and collaborators during Verld War II,

b, Hew politleal offenderss In this category theis ars persons
sentenced for rebelllon, sabotaege, e¢spionage, perticipation in
i11legal secret political societles and the maintenence of
connections vith the Govermment in exily,

. Cominformists:s The majority in this group are aiuny officers end-
State offieials, They axe segregated from the other prisoners and
rvecelve relatively mild treutment., These prisoners vork on a voluntaxy
basls, recelve better rations and e not suhjw.,‘cod to disciplinary
ac¢tion, .

i, Approximately 600 prizoners have besn convicted of eyimss having no
connection with politics.
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e¢. ‘The source identifies the following prisonsrs: Vlada Ilie, Bosko
Jerolic, reportedly a ship owner from Belgrade, and a certaln
Teokarevie, .

25, 'Yhe Diresctorats and adrinistration of Pozarxevac Penitentiary,

4, The Director of the Penitentiary is Voja Niketic from Kragujevac.
Prior to Vorld Yar IX Niketle was a ghilled worker in a military
technical factory in lragujevesc. He held the rank of colonel in
the axrmy, 1s a member of the Communist Party and joined the Partisans
as early as 1941, He is described as being a tall, dark complexioned
man with dark eyes and a small mustache, He wvears civilian clothes
and owns an automobile. Niketie 1s jreputed to be & gtern diseiplin.
arian vho terrorizes the prisoners and wvho 1s allegedly guilty of
the deatha ofmany of them. _

b, The Penltentiary Feglstry Office employs civilians of both sexes
as well as prisoners, Among the 4 to 5 prisoners who are employed here
there is sald to bes a condemned priest nared Boris Livakov from
the region of Vrsae. Livakov, according to source, collaborates
with the UDB in the Penitentisry as an informer,

to The Statigtic Depertmant a.lao employs civilians along vith 4 or 5
prisoners,

26, Pozarevac Penitentiary manapes the following major construction projectss

2o 500 prisooera .are employed in the construction of apartment houses
for married militiamen and civilian employees of the Penitentiary.

b, 300 prisoners are employed in the construction of a new factory
vithing the Penitentlary enclosure,

Co An undisclosed number of prisoners are aésigned to the following
projects:

1) The Belgrado»f’madarov road

2) The Novi Beograd road .

3; Various factories and enterprises in Belgrade and Zemm.,
The mines at Kostolac, Bor, Trepca and Crn Vrh,

5) A project at Prahovo

6) Unloading barges near Pozarevae

#1. The econorie and business enterprise of the Penitentiary is known as the
"Preporod®, the managemsnt of which 4is steffed vlih civilian personnel, The
snterprise operates the following shops vhich manufacture articles for
distribution in the penitentlary and for public sale to civilian cooperatives:

&, Tailor shop: Ief:orted to employ approximately 300 prisoners.

b, Carpentry and upholstery shop, reported to employ approximately 100
prisoners, ‘

¢. Auto repalr and locksmith shop, reported to employ about 200 prisoners,

d, Textile shop: T.is shop produces linen and clof;hing materiel and is
reported to employ about 100 pwisoners,

¢, Rope shops Reported to employ 50 prisoners., The shop sells its product
to civilian enterpriscs.

. Toy rmaking shops Reported to employ 400 prisoners. The shop sells to
civilian cooperatives.
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The militia guard unit nunbers 500 militiamen and approximatley 20 officers.
The militia commander is & Major between 35 and 40 years of age, a Party
member. The following Militiamen vers attached to the penitentiary:

&, Standard Bearer Popivoda, a Montenegrin and a sadist, “vho allegedly
was later imprisoned in Sremeska Mitrovica Penitentnry himsell for
unlawful shooting and rape of prisoners. A Party member and Partissn
since 1941, he 1g about 40 years old, tell and thin, wvith black eyes,
a gmall mustache end vith acquiline features.

b. Senloes' platoon chief Obradovie, a Party merber and in charge of all
penitentiary keys. A sadist who has gained the confidence of his
superiors by terrorizing. the prisoners. He is from Srem and is about
30 years old; of med:lum height, he 18 blonde and blus-ayed.

fhe UDB is directed by a Captam Obaradavic vho personally conduects mvesti--
gations and is known for his sadisw., He has organized an information net
anong employees, militiamen and prisoners and is assisted by two alds. '

-The left hand of Cbradoviec 1is stiff and curved.

The food ration for heavy duty \.;orkers is 600 grams of black bread and a

~thick soup; for lighter duty workers the ration is 450 grams of black

bread and a lighter soup; for those prisoners not working 200 grams of
black breasd and a watery soup are allowed. Exhaustion, inadequate food,
avitaminosis, tuberculosis end torture account for a heavy death rate.
After serving their terms prisoners are released, but only a few are
released on request. There were no ammesties. Some shock workers working

~ outside the ‘Penitentiary grounds were recently released.in groups and some

prisoners condemned for old political crimes have veen pardoned, but only
a few prisoners scntenced for new political crimes have been pardoned.

Hash Cor, : There are availrble in the CIA Library several sketches
of the prisons discusred above which can be furnished upon request,

4 ton t For earlier disseminations on penitentiaries in
Yugoslavia your attention is called to: 80-64403, ‘?0»43535 ‘and S0=57916,
It will be noted that in some instances the above report contains
divergent information on the treatment of political prisoners, expecially
alleged Cominformists.
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