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,. 

...,....,.....,...... .. DNlln&DCI 
tblmd tbM n .. sa alJ aftlldlJ ..smm
lmrwd, ~ bln1Jdl7 ~ la IMJl, II 
tlbos'9l1 deo9piloll.. . 

Ill lfcnaDber HM, llabf lftllad a 8lmld 
tnwnww 110 \lie pna; be ... dled11led tor 
na1a2 111 Pwbnl&rJ. lie aid: ~ 
perialD1ng to what'l ~ bu ....,.. 
~ to \be surface. 'l'he worl4 11'111 unr 
bow the lrUe tacit. Of na.i OOCW'l"9G: 1111 
moUve .. , , .. Be added, ..... (TJbe people 
ft<> lllaft) ... ao lllUb to pm ... 
IWWJ Deft!'. la tb9 true facta ••• oome 
... to Uie wor\d." '0111- lbe 1Cenned7 
tnV'Ntlptlon la punaed turt.h•. aubJ may 
~ out to be right; be ,... for U ,-n. 

Ha m1D4. aoept at• e4 WIIID an•• m• 
-.ice .... , 

Wben l'relldlllt Pwd eppeand llefore lbe 
Oomm!ttee be WU MUd wtlJ lbl 1'0l'k ot tbe 
Warren. Oom.,.....,,.. IIMl 11.Uen - Reh ban1 
·llma. Pln1. lhl forms Pnlldeni Mid thM 
11a anuca aaM ~, • aecu,en11y 
llllaled tbe Amertcaza people bJ mta•t&Dc 
rac:ia and omttUll.a aracsal taels ...... 8eoond, 
be sua-t,ed t.bl.t IDUl1 people ,,.,. c,nlcal. 
'1'h1rd. he omened tba\ people .bad aot nad 
th• repon. 

Tbe Belect OOmmlttee sbould be acoord~ 
at leu\ from former Wlll'ftn Oommlwtrw 
s\aff membem, the ame t:b-, themaelYa 
would ha"fe IIUheCI to haft nce1"4. I sug
pat .that Mr. Belin llhould heed tbe lldrioe 
of h1I cuent. 

8tnoerel7, 

aedlt,1:bey~•---~ 
~~11111111111,.,_,____. 
,.._ pro"~ ••fllldeu\. xnue, ID4 00,. ' 
a'DOI' Oall.U, .... ....,.. "' -.ear WQ 
IIGDftl, lmh 111N 117 c:.w.a4. 
1\1210\IJdlleDCMdlhattbaa~e■~ 

pnc:1Nl7 tlloee .,..,ti\ 117 ertlaoe or lb• lone 
..-..ln .Sf'WJIOID\. 'l'bua, 1boatb tbe aom
lDlttee'I OODchllSOD 'WM 'Wmaptracy,• the 
pnpc,Ddmuioe of lta b41Dp, IDduCUn, ar. 
l.nn&Uon ot ai. llnile-~ 1beorf, are 
oomlat.ent wllb tbe Wuno O:lmmlMnn'a 
81\&UDp. 

PurtbermON, the 1ln1n •OODllplracT" bu 
lmwarrt.llt.ed Olll1Dolll 1mplleataom. Tbe tienn 
CIODlplncf baa "flOlly ft1'Y1ng Dll!INl)'lp. 
moai ot W'b1cb connote an tmtttuUonaUy 
bllMd effort. Pol' thla, Ua ... ta DO eTSdenoe. 
Whlle colluatcm to ~ the law la. Ln )epl 

Beltn'a lnd.lndual. enon OOQld be Ooc:u• 
mented furtber, but. hla ma)or ebargea aieo 
require rapcmae. BeUJl oomplalm iiiat the 
Warnm OommlMtn'l did DOt b&H tte d&J tn 
Court: he WM Dot permitted -lo MSur, tn 

. public eesa10111 1n t.be 0ommlaalon'I defense. 
Belln wu given an opportunity to &ppear 1n 
uecutlve -ion er by depostt.10111: he could 
have made hla depolWol1 public. O\ber 

o. BomT BLAK&T, arm■ . a complracf, the purpoee or She Bouae 
Pro/euor of lAID, comeu l.oto Bcll.oot. • AaaualnatlOD& O,mm1ttee ,ru to Inform ua 

(PormtT CJ:ilef COUnael and Staff D1rec· on the tacte ol thf' 1n,-,natloo. By Che me 
tor, Select Oommittee on Aaaasatna- of the term conaplracy, the oommJttee does a 
tlom.) CU-rvlce to the UDdent.andinC ot the Amer

Wa.rren OomrnlaslOD Jn,Jtn, 1Dcludln, It.a TBS :mt 0c>loJ'luCT 7'Don DouN~ 
genera.1 counsel, followed t.bla procedure. All Bou, t1P 
membera al Ube OornmlMl'>n Ul4 the pn• (By BbA11K1. Bpec.Mr) 
.ai counsel. 1n tact. appeand before ihe Tb• Jlouee •••wlna.t.tom Oomm1ttiee wu 
Oomml.ttee ill publtc -ion. 11011Det.hlni ch&rgec1 w1tb Sntormtng lbe Amer1can pu'bllc, 
Belin knowa, alnce he appeand wttb former once and for au, ot the factll of the 111'\ll'ders 
President Jl'ord, a member ot the Oommia• of John Jtennecty and ll&rttn Luther ltmg. 
alon. Belin wu not called ., a witn- tn a Yet, lt appeara lbetr report wm only ._.. 
publlc aesslan becaUN a nn- of h1I won bate the .,ery problema tbe oommttlee eought 
~~ tbef he_~ ~e~ otlof~~ BeOomd!d to tndlcate: 11n,prulg public CODCeffl and 
n P 'Ya .. ey • ...., - .. .,.... •wie • doubt over these watershed .vent& of Ule 
Dllaalon. H1s testunony &bout t.be fact.a ot 
the aPFe•sln&t;ton 11'116 aeoondband. The troubling 1960e Ul4 m1atrwllt In tbe llbWty 
Ccxrnm1ttee preferred It.a f&Ctl 11ntbanc1. of Ule government to llnd an answer to Ule 

Nert, Belln Offen; a ttieory u to why the argument oYer who Jc1lled Jobn Kennedy. 
Oomm1btee t be bl 1t th The big story of t.be Bowe report la the 

wen vn-ong; a.me, on e oonchwon that Prealdent Kenned" waa 
staff a.nd tba.t the Oomm1ttee'1 wort 11'1111 • 
oonducted. 1n aec:n,&., . "probably 1eeerf::i1-tec1 u a rea:uU of a con• 

I have been U&Odated With the work of sptn.cy ... What la &hi ffideDoe few ihJa con
Congressional CommltteeB for almost twenty clualan? The only han1 evidence of a aecond 
years. No Committee that I have ever worked fUDJDIIO 1a the result.a of• oomplez acouatlca 

' Wlth wu more democratic, lcnowledgeable, or study. ' 
more 1n oontrot ot tt.a own processes than The atudy wu con4ucte4 oJi. • 4IC2'l-tCh1 
the Select Committee. Indeed, the Select ncording th" wu made when • potloe 
Commlttee wu probably more democratic, mot.orcycle whme mJczcphone WU .tudc open 
knowledgeable, and more bl control of tta tranam1tied t.be ■oundl of th,> NIIPMIDl-t.JQn 
processes than wu the warren Commission. to the police radio ape at &be I>allaa police 
Wltnet111 the dimlenta to 'the won or the headquarters. The study ooncluded t.bat of 
'Oommlttee, but not Ule Oomm!salon. I make the dor.ena or lmpul&el on the tape, 1our ot 
that Judgment buec1 on a wo-r- study or these Impulses repreeen$ llllot8 arecl st the 
~ Wa.rren Ootl:lm1alonan4 person&1 eq,eri• presldenttal UrnousLDe: the first, MCOllld loDd 
ence Wlth the Select Oommlttee. When did fourth from OIFwald'a :1au.anc1 the $hird from 
Belln conduct a 9lmllar study ot tbe Oom· the rraasy knoll. Prom t2i.Ja. ,the .conspiracy 
mlttee? Be haa,not even read our· report. ooncluaion wu 1x>rn. 

Belln'a secrecy comment_ u lronlc. "nle Although the acomtlal study ta • actentll• 
Wat'T'tJl Comm1asion beld one day of public lle&lly-der1ve11 body ot data, there 1s llttle 
bearing11. Belin. who wu Es.eeutt..e Dlrect,or precedence 1D.d1= bow to cont.extuallze 
or the Rockefeller Oommlaslon; wu not able th1a az-cane ev1 oe In light ol the other 
to persuB-de his o,n, Commlglnn to do !:letter. mclence. ThtLt tbOl1t. the benefl.t ot the 
The Select Commlttee held almoat forty applicatlonE· lltud1es 1n the pa.st, hOw 
days or pubUc hea.ringa on the evidence do we ev&lua: poegtble defects 11114 Judge 
ga.thered 1n Its two-Jar mffBtlgattc:in or the tt.a relative t alb.oog an the evidence? 
Kennedy and X1ng eases, where the Corn- The other evidence ls llharply tncons!stent 
mlttee's work wu open to public ecruttny. "1th the ioc>u1't1ca BtUC,. Neither • aeoond 
Bach or the tauea be crtUctua were, 1n tact, gunnmn nor hta gun ,n,s aeen by the more 
nilled tn public heu1np. than 100 pen,ons tn position to see. H1a 

The Committee•• tnY11St1gatton was 110t Identity or poaslble tnvolvelDSlS; with Oswald 
held entirely 1n publlc few obYloua reaeona. . bas never been discoVered. 
Class111.ed 1n!onm.tlon was lnvol'Ad. B,eputa- No known Impact wu made by tile bullet 

. uons were st nake. The Commlttee had a· UPOn the pre&l.dentsai llmoualne, tta oocu
euty, under House ltules. to en.luate tta pant.a or anyone er any$hing else. 8"11 
evidence before U wae made public. Belin tbough its target .,.. only about 2S yards 
knows the chAracter of t.he allegations tn away . .Alt.bough c.hi. ■m1e11 or non-entlttea 

... _ the Kennedy cue. E1'en thoug:n many of the does not prove tbere 1n1S no aecond gunman, 
allegations have proYen to be tnesponslble, tt does put Into penipectln the quanttty of 
&hey bad to be checked oat, tlrst ecmtiden- evidence of. a conspiracy. • 
111ally. Woutd he ba.ft bad the Oommltt.ee do It Ill mteresttng to note that the evldenoe 
othenv1,ae? flmt Oswald acted alone 111 so stroog t.h&t the 

l.&st, Belin gnunblea t:hat the COmml.ttee House Commlttee'a dra.n final report, wrttt.en 
made up tts mind at the tu\ minute. 'l'he before the testimony ol the &eomtica expert&, 
Oonuntttee had the blllllc acoustle&l evidence sta.ted that Mthere 111 lnsumclent eVidence to 
tn Juty. It knew then what tt ·pon:mded. n ft.n.d there was • comptracy," 
an depended on what the 1tna1 nrdlct or While the evidence o1 a ODIDSP!racy JI ten
the 11etent1sta wu. "J'bat came tn November. uoua. 'the evtlifmce that 0Bw&ld wu the 
When ahould tbe Oommlttee ba,e made up aa,aasln ts Irrefutable. To the oommlttee'B 

ican public. 
Beyond the Deed to place the sooutlc8 

"1denoe In proper perapectln. there 1a a real 
qu•t101D u to wheth~ the mdenoe Ja de
pendable. Wb1le the acouaUcl npert.a wve 
und only to Saolate which lmp1llam on 12,e 
tape were abota and whet.her t.belr orlg1n wu 
_the 1J'8118Y knoll or the Tnu 8cbool Boolt 
Depoaitory, their ooncJUl!one imply a aiae-
ne.rto of the •-••nl-tklll. 'Jba.t la, &he tape 
provide& a tlmeplece for ihe anu,1na.tlon. 

The acoustlca anaJ:rala holda that the sec• 
oncl. abo\ occurred Ul6 eeooo4& e.tter lbe ~. 
the th1rct UIS eeoonda aft.er the aecond &nd 
fourth .82 aeoonda after the tturd. 

BecB-uae of the Zapruder tum, a motion 
picture of the anusln&tlon, wu running at 
18.S frames per aeCODd and became Prestdent 
ltennedy ,vu struck 1n the :bead by tbe 
fourth shot 1n frame 818, one can. count i>ack
ward and Cloeely appl'Oltlmate the momenta 
tn the lllm 'When tbe other ahota 'IVM'e .ftred. 

It the aecmstlls n:perta were wn>ng about 
'Which tmpulaeB were llbota, t.bey stand a good 
chance of be1ng . ,vrcng tn ata.tl.ng which 
Impulses were llhota and from wheft they 
orig'inated. Thu■, If we are to acceJ)t t.h1$ 
nudy~ wlth tt, the conaptra.cy concJu
alon-then we must accept the aoenano or the 
-I.nation 1t neceeaanlJ lmpllell. 'There are 
'\hree major problems with t.h1a acen.ano. 

l"irat, the committee hu concluded thB-t 
the aecond &hot was the one th&t paaaed 
throUgh both Pre61dent Kennedy and Gov
ernor Connally. Although the endence la lr
retute.ble that one bullet did do thta. It could 
not have been II.red at thJa tune. According 
to the lieoustlca study, the aecond shot oc
curred 6.86 BeOODds before the fourth. 

A little muttl.pllcatlon and IJUbtr&ctlon 
)'ields the ooncluaton ihat the .oond &bot 
llhould have impacted at ar :nev frame 191. 
A look a.t frame 1'11 and thoee B1JD"0Wlding 1t 
ahows t.bat Governor Oonn&lly-. wrist was 
well above bis chest, ~06t to hla neet:lint, 
at thla momen But. tbe bullet u:lted ap
p?0%1InB-tely • 1nchel below hla right nipple 
11.Jld entered his Wl1St tn.vell.1ng downwani. 
Pifteen or 110 frame 11-ter, Conn&lly'a wrist la 
llubstanttallf to.er. It 111 at thts polnt,, or 
iiomewtiat later, when Connally 111 ot>Uterated 
from 'f'tew 1,y a atgn, th&t tt 111 m:ely he wu 
lb6t. 
, 8econd, the 1.00usttcs Btulfy concludes tha.t 
two lhots were 11red tram the .area of Os
lV&ld'a perch wtthtn 1.116 aeconds of ach. 

·other. Unless there were two gunmen 1lr1ng 
tram 1:he wtndow (a frigbt.enlngly compll
e&ttng concept for Thlch there ill no evi
dence), we must conclude that Oswald fired 
those two shots. 

'PBI expert teattmony to t.he Wan-en Com· 
mlaaion tndicated .tha.t OBwald 1'lde could 
not be reaJmect and re1lred 1n 19s than 2.ll 
,econds. Speak1ng before the Bouse Assas-
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lllna\lou Clm:DmlUM a l)9c. •• lffl. 011W 
0vlmle1 J11AuJ eald: '"'PreUmlD&rJ tata an 
IJWllcleD\ IO alt IDIO ..aoua CIDUM lbt pn
flOIWJ astabUlbed um, and lD.t.er'lala." Tbat 
nen1Di Uae oommltitt l'NChtcl It.I eoncl11• 
con. Bl&UJ llallned \bat \eltl Dot. ,et OOD• 
duet.ed wouJ4 demonatr1t,te tbt.\ en..lct 
oould haft tl.ncS nrlot "1th a hli OD ui. 
aeoonct lbot WlWD IM aeoonda. 

Bowenr, tn an Internal memorandum to 
eommlttee mem'berl dated March 12, lffl, 
Bluey 1tatec1 \bat of m wt lbootera, 1n
c1uc11n1 "four npen markllmen," . bln, • 
total of 16 lbella, "'Do one achieved t.hla de
P'N of pl"Oflclency." Thua. Dot only dOII It 
apper.r unlikely that o.w.Jd II.red twlce 111tb 
a hlt on the aeoond lbot wlthin use aeconcta, 
U may be humanly lmpoealble to do 10. U 
Oswald d1d not ~ thoee lbota, then ihe 
tmpulaea thoucht to be abota were not ahota. 
'1'hla a1mply Deg&tea the cre41blllty of the 
~Ultlca 1tuct7 and It.I oonclua10lll, 

Th11'd, a reoonatruct.Jcni 1n 1984 by the 
W&rren Comm1811on &bowed that between 
frame■ 166 and 110 there wu an oat tree 
whose branches and le&Te■ obacurrec1 01· 
WIIJ.d'I new of h1a target, except for a brief 
opening at frames 1~186. Aa waa noted 
above. the &00ust1ca study place■ the aecond 
&bot at tr&me 191. 

Thus, the &00uatlca 1tudy necessarily Im• 
plies that Oewald ftred bllDdly &nd htt b1J 
te.rget. This Wogte&l behanor 11 magn!Aed 
when one con.sldere that Oswald ha.d an un
tmpeded ■tretcb of approxlmately 100 yarda 
and aeveral IIIOOnda 1n whJcb to kW the 
_President. begtmilng a mere aecond later. 

. It ~ clear that the necessary lmpllca• 
tlon.s of the acoustl.ca study are not con• 
111stent Wlth • reaa0n11,ble acen.ulo of the 
assassination of President Kennedy. Thua, lt 
appears doubtful that the acoustics expert.a 
were correct 1n ooncludlng that a shot origl• 
nated trom the grusy knoll. 

Why did the oommlttee conclude there 
was • corupl.raey? Congreasm&n: Robert 
Edgar, a disaenter from the conclusion, may 
have put 1t best when be aatd: ''We did a 
great Job up to the laat moment, when 1n our 
focus on the acoustics we f&1led to give 
proper weight to other fl.ndlnp of the 
lnvestlgatlon." . 

(SJlanln ~ US1Btled Congressman 
:B.obert Eagar in h1a worlt on the Bouae Aa-
11&SStnatlona Committee. Be ..11 the 10n of 
Arlen Specter, the former Phlladelpb1a Dll
trlct Attorney and counsel to the Warren 
Oo~ion, wbtch lnTeStlgated the • Ken• 
nedy BRsess•natton.) 

CoaNELL LAW BcBooL, 
Ithaca, N.Y,. Julv 30, JY/S. 

Mr. EDWIN 0t7THKAN, 
lldttor, The Ph~lphf4 ln.qufrer, 
Ph.flo.delW,,ta, Pa. • 

Dua Ma. O~: 'Bhanln Spector'• 
piece ("The JPX 0onsplracy Theory Does 
Not Bold Up,• (7/23/'19)) does an injustice 
io the worlt of the Select Oommittee on As

--.sslnations; lt also nuses que■tlons about b.11 
obJectivlty and competence. 

I 
_The continued, almost excluaive concen

tration by Spector and others on the oon-
11p1racy conclua1011B Of the Select Commit
tee lgnores other important 1!..ndl.ngs and 

,_---.,~ recommendations. The Oomm1ttee alao con
cluded, for example, that no governmental 
agency, foreign or domestic, waa involved 
1n either the Presl.dent•a or Dr. King'• mur
der; and lt .made a nrtety of valua.ble rec
ommendations, including the prepa.ratlon of 
a wWbite Paper" by the Departmer+ ... ~ .t,,.. 
tlce to settle doubts about the 

·study, and the enactment of chart 
tion by the Congresa to preveD 

. ' 
llpec,tor"I piece allO ~ 1111 s.i

Md7 oomp1rae, OODclUISon; It 814 DOt, lD. 
tac\; nst on lh9 tioowJUoal atucty t.Jone. Tbe 
'Plnal a.port apllc:IUJ pran1Na Ule Clon• 
GJuaton on tour hcton: l) an tnadequa.t.e 
HM oompinc, lnnatlptlon 'Ulat preclud• 
l'llwioe today on lta DO aonaplnle)' bdffl6; 
11 a tlndlnl of uaoc1a•. no baC tht mo
"'" to murder t.h• Pr-Nldent, or Olwald and 
JtubJ who• were unlcn011'1l or 1111&pprecla1.ed 
by the Warren 0omm1Ulon; I) \be lnabWtJ 
Of the Oommlttee to rule out the oompllclty 
or oert&ln tndJTlduala; and t) \be aclentlJlc 
fact or two lhootena. Readini Bpector'I piece, 
I wonder 1f be react the l"ln&l Report, '11.n 
Sndl.lpemable prerequllite to dl.acuutng It, 
much 1111 criticlElni It. 

m 
0ontJVJ to Spector'■ uaertlon, 11.0 m

dence la "aha.rply lnoonalatent" wlth the 
IICOUltlcal ■tudy. Proving that Oswald llhot 
the Prelldent, does 11.ot prove that another 
wu not al8o Involved. In addition, It la a 
half•truth to •1 that 11.0 one ''saw" the 
1econd gunman. In fact, a pollceman, • 
Secret Service Agent, and a B:oru.n Teteran 
(over whose head the third &bot wu fl.red)
&D10ng otbera-atd they ''heard" the llhot. 
from the knoll u well u the llhota from the 
l)epoaitory. Othera "aw" amok.eon the knoll. 
(Modern gum do emtt whlte p.aes.) P1nally, 
footprints were found behind . the knoll 
fence, and a pollceman acoost«t a IU8:P1cloua 
person behind 1.he fence., who 1dentl1ied 
hlmaelf u a .aecret Bemce agent, even 
though no agent acknowledges being in that 
area. Aa Spect.9r does not note, these fact&, 
too, put the Kennedy oonspl.raey ft.ndllU: "in 
perspectl ve." 

• n J 

Tbe Oommlttee it.self acknowledged that 
the term "consptracy" had. varying mKnl.ngs 
and mlgbt be misunderstood. u Specter com
ment&. Yet lt a1lo obeerved. rightly I belleve, 
that It had a duty to be candid. If two per• 
10na acted tii ooncert to Ullll881nate the Pres!• 
dent, that was a .. oonsptracy," 11.0 matter 
bow unpleaaant the word 10unda. To have 
used aome euphemtstlc 'ft.11atton would have 
been an unfortUD11,te attempt to sugarcoat 
tbe truth. (We have enough of sugarcoating 
by goTermnent now. Tht.t-4.nd 11.0t the 
truth-ta the cause af .llllStrUst of govern
ment.) Ho one who reads the Pinal Report
tometbl.ng I recommend to Specter u well u 
·others Who leek the truth--wW flLl1 to under• 
at&nd the;Jiroper •~ in which the term wu 
1189d. 

' . . . 
~ht 1n •rtnr that acceptance 

af the l lJtudy lmplles the acceptance 
of lta tlon acenarto. But he 1a egre-
lfOuslY ,pbng ln deecrtblng it. Specter's cal• 
eulatto~. for example, imprec:1.se; they 
apparmt1,1· do not reflect 1uch distinctions u 
averap··runn1ng ti.me of the camera, cor
rected time of the tape, and ti.me of trlgger 
pull u opposed to time of Impact. Accord.Ing 
to the acoustical study, the nm abet, not 
11.0ted by Specter, occurred around Zapruder 
frame 1~161. It la, u such, consistent With 
Oovemor Oonnall:v'a testimony, rejected by 
the Warren Oommlaslon, that he beard the 
11.rst abot, meted to it, but wu not blt by 
It. Connally can, 1n fact, be seen 1n the film 
to turn to bl.I right at 1~187. (The startled 
reaction of • Uttle girl can alBO be seen 1n 
the background.). 

Tbe second abet occurred around 188-191. 
Contrary to Specter, Oonnally"s wrist .la not 
In a1ght during these frames, much leas blgb 
cm h1a chest; trom the confl.guratlon or b.11 

b 
· ·- ~ --· f:'he wrist appears to be on 

harassment campaign by the P.! 
to that conducted aga1nBt Dr. Kl 

\} p ~ . . . • ... ,A ... 

0FKso 
) 

~ •.&J . ..... Ill 1.9H .UDMlld 'd 
rt.fie oould be npeatlldly l2lot at Ntwan I 
a!ldU&alOODdl,alJlltbtllJlaOOplclleh 
'D11n1 lh9 open Iron 81,:bla, hOll'ffW, lt 
pcalble, \bWlh CWBc111t, to lboot the Wl&J>O 
at a lllUcb ruwr pr,oa. (J cues tt ID1Nlf 1 
1.6) Wltb famlUU1tJWltb tile ,,..J)Oll, ftlc 
Onrald bad. aocurac, m.n lie added to apeec 
at 1a hardly "llumanlJ lmpoulble" io llhol 
tbe ,,_pen .. tile &cOUIUC&l atud,Y lndicatl 
ll wu lllOt. 

Specter alao mlaleadt bJB reader■ 1n dll 
CUl&1n, the vee. Apparently, be has nm 
Men a cblld run behind a picket lenc. 
Wblle the chlld 1a •obecured.." be can l:l 
Cleuly ,een u be runa; the mind's eye 11.lJ 
1n the det&lll. In any nent, the trigger pu: 
waa probably 187, II.Ct 181, 'Whlch la II.ear tc 
1f not nght at, the lnat in th• follage. Th 
aeouatl.cal. study, therefore, lW'd1:, lmplle 
"bllnd 1U'ing," M Specter sune■ta, 

ft 
When former Prealdent Pord appeared be 

tore the Oommitwe, be wu uk.ed ,my tb 
wort of the WUN!n Oomm1saion ha.d falle: 
on such bard tlmee.· (80% of the Americai 
people do .not belleve Osw&ld acted alone. 
The termer Prealdent ■aid It.a crltlcs had "Cle 
llberately dr negligently mlsled the Americai 
people by mlaBtating facts and omlttlng cru 
clal facta .... " Be &180 noted that peep!, 
had not read the Wan-en Oommlaaion's Re· 
port. Mr. Specter's piece eeems to be follow, 
Ing 1n that tradltlon. It also eeems to be !eS1 
an objective study of the 'W'Ol'lt of the Com• 
mlttee than an etrort to Yindlcate a father; 
lt also caUe into que■tion the quallty of tb1 
ata1f wort that 1upported congressman Ed· 
gar'a diBaent to the Oommittee's conaplracl 
conclU111ona. 

Sincerely yours, 
0. RoBDTBLAJaY, 

Pro/euor o/ La!D, 
(P'ormer Chief Oounael &nd Staff Olrec· 

tor, BBCA.) e 

D 1910 
GENERAL LEA VE 

Mr. MAVRO'OLES. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may he.ve S legislative days 1n which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in• 
elude extraneous material on the subject 
of the special order speech today by the 
eentleman from New York <Mr. Mun• 
PHY). 
• The SPEAKER. Is lhere obJection to 
the request of the gentleman from Mas• 
aachusetts? 

There was no objection. 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON 
s. '137 • 

Mr. BINGHAM submitted the follow
ing conference rep0rt and statement on 
the bill (6. '137> to provide authority to 
regula.te exports, to Improve the em. 
cienctes of export regulation, and to 
m1n1m1ze interference with the ability 
to engage 1n commerce. 
0oNJ'IUNCE laPollT (H. REPT. Jlo. 96-482) 

The commttwe of conference on the dJs· 
agreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
amendments of tbellouae to the bill (S. 787) 
to provide authority to regulate e:tJ>.Orta, to 
Improve the etliclencles of export regula
tion, and to mlnlmize Interference wttb the 
ability to engage 1n commerce, having met, 
after full and free con!erer.ce, have agreed 
to recommend and do recommend to thelr 
respective Houses u follows: 

That the Senate recede from lt& disagree• 
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canlda wtth danl8l'01II nuclear rad!&- to lbe attentlcn ar mJ' ccOea,uee Iii· 
ttcm. fonutton t.hat tbe7 mllht nnd or Int.er• 

Tbe.r wm honor thoee who riot In New eat. The flna1 report of the committee u 
Yodt but abed not a tear or oa.re a ~ well u Sta heartnp wlt.b append.le91 are 
for She ftreman or poUr,eman•• wife wbo avallable from the Government Prlntinc 
IDOW'DI ber huaband, lolllt Sn a not. Tbe7 omce. I have received a number ot In• 
care not a bit for the Pilot's wife and qutree about them. I Include In the 
family when he Sa mot b:v t.be terrorilt a.cou at the ~ncluaJon ol mJ' remarta 
but let the terTOr18t die and Ule,' w1l1 the &4dreas tba.t Interested persons 
m&rch In mourmna. The left Sa the same should write and the stock numbers and 
an over the world and t.be American prices for the var1oua volumes. 
let't ldentfflea with other leftista time Mr. Speaker, I alao want to report 
a.tt.er t.tme, Sasue after 1asue, and t:ech· . to the House on another matter rel&t
D1que after technique. Let the Soviet blir to the work of the committee. I b&'f'I 
Unklll cell for a ban on testmg ln the been In touch with the Att.orne:v Oen• 
atmoepbere and the Amencan leftist.a eral'a office ~ have arranged to meet 
march to the same tune. Now their tune W1t.b hlm to dlacuaa what actiona ·the 
Sa antinuclear and watch t.bem toe that Department ot Justlce wm take In 
lme. - . response to the reearnmen<mtiona of the 

An Anti-Israel and pro-PLO at.a.nee 1a comm!ttee. Tha.t meetsns wlll take place 
the Commun1st line now. Watch the after t.be vartoua divisions of the Depan
American left line ap for Ara.tat. Of ment have had the opportunity to ana
coorae, there wm alwa:vs be some dJa- 1Yl8 our wort. I will report to the House 
tingu1ahed and ftne Americans who a.re the resulta of our meeting.· 
.pro-PLO a.nd pro-Ararat or antinuclear. Mr. Speaker, tumtng apJn to anot.her 
I am not speeJdna ot them. I am refer- subJect. the work of the committee has 
rmc • to that gaggle of antl-Amerlcan not been received without controversy. 
le.ftiat mlnorlb ll'OUP8 which baa con- 'l'bat fs to be expected ln & tree soclet:v. I 
a1stentl:v marched tot.be dlata.nt dnml• l"el?8t to hlform the Howie. however. 
mer tnm Moscolr. . tha.t I see a pattern develaptng of unln· 

Note how aD ot these mtnortt:v ~ formed crittclsm. It ta to be particularly 
adhere to those who propose violence aa regretted that some of tbta criticism 
a eolutfon to problems the:v perceive ~ stems from lndlvlduala Ul!IOdated With 
com'iont us. Violence fa being made the Wa.rren Commfasion. The commit
cred!ble b:v the left. Oonserv9.tlves ha.ve tee did not reach a barsb Judgmeni on 
alnn opPQSed it and we cooiinue to the work of the CornrnJssfnn, even though 
OPPOSe it. Beware of tl)e tn.vellng the committee concluded ~t t.be C<lm• 

• minorities In and out ot our country mtasion waa ln error on the question of 
Who adwnce the cause of terrorism and oonsp1racy bi the President's death. The 
violence. Be even more· careful of those .committee concluded: 
who do it under t.be iU1ae of civil l1ghta {Clr1t1clml leveled at tbe f!ommlwan bad 
or hwm.nltarls.n concerns.• art.en been bl&aed. unt&lr, and lllAccurate ••• 

{T}he Comm1ttee beUaved. thllt the pren.n

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
<Mr. HANLEY asked abd was lffl!ll 

permlMJon to extend hla remarks at tbla 
pomt Jn the Rzcoll>.) 
e Mr. HANLEY. Mr. Spealcer, I waa 
unavoldably detained from WasJ:11ngton 

. 1eeterda:v a.rternoan, September 29, on 
omclal Post Office and Civil Service com
mittee business. I returned to the Chsm• 
ber too lat.e to cut my· vote on rollcall 
No. 509, agreeing to the conference re
port oq H.R. 111, the Pa.name. Canal Act 
of 1979. Had I been present I would have 
voted •a.ye." 

I would ha.ve ?Oted "no .. on rollcell No. 
510, tbe Rou88elot amendment to the 
temporary PQbl1c d~t Umit bill and 
"a:ve'' on l"Ollcail No. 511, final passage 
of that measure. . 

The House voted J.aa week on both the 
Pana.ms. C&nal bill and the· public debt 
cefline bDL At that time I wu present 
ln the Cbaml)er and TOted tor both meu
urea. I e.1so eened u a con!eree· on the 

• Panama C&na1 ldll.e r Bm'ORT OP TD BELIOm' oomn,r. 
TEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 

<Mr. STOKES &sted and WU ,tvea. 
permJas1cQ to ~ bfa remarta at; thla 
P0ln' In the Racou and to Include ex
tnneoaa matter.> 
• Mr. S'IOK!'A Mr. Speaker, u the 
former chaJrman of the Select Cam• 
mmee cm aaassm&t.2oaa. I die to brml 

mg optmon al t.be COmm1as1on'1 performance 
WU undeserved. (Pl.Dal Beport. p. 267) 

'l'1le committee also obsened: 
eonuvy to Uie anept1on■ llf aome cr1t1c1. 

the COmm11e!OD WU not part of a .11n!at.er 
Oovernmen.t cover-up ot the truth. The Oom• 
mlttee round t.bM the Oomm1sa!DD acte4 ID 
good fa1th, and ~ m1stKII lt made were 
tboee ot men dotDg tale best under d1mcalt 
c1rc'lmlatancel. (P!D&l Report, p. 288) 

Reverlheless.· public crJticlm1 haa 
been made ofe~. ~'I report t.bat 
refiect.a auch &- found lack of under• 
~ ot port and its underly
Ing evidence . . I am moved to sa.y to 
our critka ~ obvious: Pint read, then 
critJcJR. 

In this connection, I woold lite to dr&w 
to the attention at my coIIeagues three 
recent a.ttaclcs on the report and replies 
made to them bJ ib.e eommittee'a farmer 
chief counaeL 

I Include the toUowmg ID the Rlcoo: 
A 11st of the volumes of the ccmmlttee'B 
report; and a. aeries of art!clea and let
ters dealiJla with the report., 
IUl'£RIIITEJIOEl'1' 11F DOCUIIEll11, U.S. OCMJIUEIT 

"11fflNG omct, WASHINCTOII, D~ 
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blation ■nd Adllllniltr■tM . 
harla11: • . 
················-··· 1152~1 s.zs Vol. I .............. -. . . . . . 052-o70-049444 7. 00 

Fllllll1111 Ind h:ommllldalioa 
II HoUle Auassin■tl- Coa- . 
llfttel (final l'lport; H. ll■pt. 
IS-1121; pt.!)............... 052-ffl-oo590-I 6. 50 

TclCII....-··--·-·························· 172. 15 

- ['l'be Kennedy AaalltnaUonJ 
Tim BscoM>•Gl11'1IIAII BnnlaoJa 

(BJ David w. Bel!D) 
0n ftidAy Deeember •• 1978 the Houae 

Select Commlttee on AIBualnattom pub
llahed lta "Summary at l'Uldinp ancl Recom• 
mendattom." Tbe orchestration waa perfect. 
Tbe releu& waa embarg()ed "tmtU 12:00 mJd• 
night, Saturday December ao, 1978 or tar 
publlcatlon In A.K. ed1tlom of newapapen 
dated 8unday December 11, 1971.• 

The Committee wan~ to tmJce sme "917 
Sunday morn1ng paper ID tbe 'Onl.ted Statee 
carr1ed & front-pap ~ OD tbl clramatlO 
conclus1an It bad resched: Tllen, WU 1111 un
aeen l8C0Dd gunman rtazunns ID 1111 uea 
kDowna■ the1?"a117tDol11'21oaccorcl1Dgto 
the Oommittee, ftred a mg.le llbot at Prea1•. 
den, B:~. Att,h01J8b 'be Idiot WU tram 
Cloee range tt m1aed Prestdent B:ennedy; n 
mJaaecl 0oftmor Connally a.1ld ner,one .i. 
1n ibe pnaidenttal 11molJs1De: ti fl9D ml!l9ed 
the JJmoullne. Heftnbelell, a ..:cmd ~ 
man au~tlc&lly iman, t;b&t there wu • 
comp1racy ID tbe IISPPlr:,tltaD or Prllllidem 
Kennedy. 

To be sure the Committee ,,.. forced to 
conclude, aa cl1d the Warren 0ornm1M1on. 
that lt waa Lee Bar\'eJ Oswald wbo 11red the 
lbota that ■truck Prea1dem Eanned7 and 
Qovemor Connally. 'n1la WU COD1l.rmed ID 
the 1lnt sect1on ot the 1liµ11Dp ot tbe Rouae 
Select 00mmlttee Ct' &naea1na~: 

L P1ndiDp ot t.he Select Oommlttee on 
Aswssfna.tlona 1D. tbe •-•1:mtkm of Presl
clent John P. EenneclJ In D&llaa. Tezaa, No
w:mber 22. 1968. -

A. Lee Haney Oswald And UiNle abota at 
President John P. Eenned,J. Tbe aecond 8Zld 
th1rd ahotl he 1lred struck Ule l"relldem. Tbe 
third abot be ~ tllJed u. Preiltdent. 

L President KenDed,- ,na IIWWlk bJ no 
rl1la shotl 11.red trom behlDd him. 

I. Tbe lhota ~ ■tna Prellden.t Em• • 
neclT f1'om behind were 1lred trom. the ltx0-
nocr w1DdoW ot tbe ll0Ut.heat oamer ot tlle 
Tau 8cboDl Book Depaaltor7 BuildJDS. 

I, Lee Ban9)' O,Wllld owned 1be rtffe Ulat 
WU Uled to ftre the ahota tram. the ldnll-
1!00r ,nndow ot ~ ~ oorner ar ~ 
TUI& Scbool Book DepoaiMJI')" B1J1ld1D8. 
~ Lee Haney 0BWald, IIIMirU7 before u. 

,,.,.,,.tton bad M:Cea to and ,,.. pneen, 
on tbe lll1tb. Acal' at Ule T8Da Bcbool Boot 
DepoaitarJ Bulld11Js • 

I. IM Jr&ne7 Olnnld'I other actlom tend 
to 1uppart the concluai01l ~ be Ulllllllt• 
Dated Pf9lldem Jta:uledJ. 



:., 

.. 

:. 

B8658 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSB September 17, 1979 
But then ~ Oomm1ttel W9Dt on to atate. oonclualvelJ ldlnWled Ornld u tbe sun· 

ID the •nui dlnaton of lta IIUJJUD&l'1! man. 
B. Sctenttflc acouatlcal evldellCe establlahea Tbe combination of Olrwald'I actlona at 

a hlgh probabllltJ that two ,unmen 1lred at Bnwera lhoestore and ID the theater, 
Prellldent John P. Kennedy. . . . coupled with the aclenttflo balllstlca teatl• 

Wben I fl.rat read tbe ne,npaper report.I mony llnklng thll gun· with tbe murder, of 
of the conclmtona of the Sel~ Committee, "npplt. coupled wltb the poatln ldenWloa• 
I wu lhockecl at how readlly tb.e committee tlon by ■tx Uldependent eyewltn-. mat.ea 
had awallo1'ed hoot..llne, an411111ker, the er• the aol(itlon to the Ttpplt murder an open• 
roneou■ telltlmolly of the 110-called acou■tlcal and-shut cue. There can be no doubt that 
upena. They 1n1t1ally clalmed there wu a Lee Harvey Oswald kllled omcer Tippit. 
l50 per cent poutbutty that a ■econd run.man After Oewald wu apprehended at the 
Cred at President Kennedy. Later, thla was Texas Theater, he wu ~ken to the De.nu 
changed to a 96 per cent poafbWty. BUt re• pollce statlon and Interrogated. Of the School 
prdleaa of whether they 11&) lt wu a 50 per Boole Depository employees who were lnalde 
cem poeatblllty or a 96 per cent p01111ibilit:,, the bulldtng at the tune of the ueeee•natlon, 
tbe truth 11 to the contrary. There waa no OSW&ld wu the only one who lied tile build• 
aecond gunman. Ing after the usee!natton. • 

The only gunman seen at the tune of the Dur1ng the couree of hll lntem,ptlon, . 
111MPll1n1t1on WU the gunman whom 'Wit- Oswald claimed that he did not own the r!Jle 
nesaee aaw l1re trom an upper-story window found on the slxth noor of the TSBD Build• 
of the TeuB SchOOl Book Deposltory (TSBD) tng. AIJ a matter of fact, he clatmed be did 
Bulldillg. Wben tb.e ponce W9nt 1na1qe to not own any rl11e at all. The warren Com• 
aearch the building and came to that 'WUldow, ml.!!llon, lil eearchtng Oewald'I posseas1olll 
1'1llch wu located on the IIOUtheaat corner 1n a garage 1n the Dallaa suburb of Irvtng, 
of the slxth 1!oor, the:, found three cartridge where Marina OeW'lld waa staying with the 
cases. Aa the poltce continued their search ln P&lne famll:,, found., picture of Oswald Wlth 
the TSBD Building, the:, found a rtfle, stuck 1 .... d aJ.ao f d t1 
between cartons of boolta near the back atalr• • ptsto and a ..-..... e an oun a nega ve 
way on the s1Xtb 1!oor. Irrefutable balllstio of the picture, 88 well 118 OeW'lld"■ ca.mera.. 

Wben Oewald wu confronted with the ptc
evldence proved that tbe cartridge cases ' ture showing him holding a r!Jle, he claimed 
found by the aasaaslnltlon window came that It was not a genulne photo, but rather 
from that rl11e. to the uclus1on of all other wa.s a compoalte With b1a bead on aomeone 
weapons in the world. else's body. . . 

Stmllarl:,. tnstde the prestdenttal umousine Oswald Ded. u he Ued about other uy 
there were two balllsticall:, ldentUiable fra.g- mattera ln the course or h!a mterrogatton. 
menta of the bullet that struck President Wben one baa a photographic negative and a 
Kennedy's head; These bullet fragments camera, -lt can be detemuned whet,1?:er or not 
caine from tbat rt1ie. At Parkland Memorial that pa.rticular negative ce1me from that cam
Hospital there wu • nea.rly whole bullet that er&. Incontrovertible a:tentt1lc evidence con- . 
dropped off oovemor COnnallf's stretcher. firmed the fact that th1I picture of OBwald 
Th1I bullet came from that rlfle. taJt Wit.11 Oswald' 

Who owned the rffle? Lee -aa- Oswald. -holding the 1111e WU en s 
~ •~, camena, to tbe exclusion ot all other camerae 

It wu relatlvel:, easy to trace the ownership ln the world. (Manm. osw.ld admitted ln 
of the rifle through the sert.al number. The testtmon:, before the w~ commJslll.on 
Warren Comm11111on obtained copies of the th&t l!he took the ptcture.) 
order blank used to purchale the rU1e throug2l Mea.nWhlle, no one saw a. gunman l1rlDg 
the man. It; WU 1D Oswaid·s writing. We ha4 from the gr&IBf Jal.OB erea,-61tbough people 
copies of tbe postal money order used to pa:, were m 1, pos1tion to eee the grassy :tnoll area 
for the r!Jle. This wu 1D Oewsld's wrttlng. at the tune cl the aeeesl!'s.H.on. The area wu 
The rtfle waa mipped to Oswald'I poet omce ae8l'Ched and 110 cartridge cues were found. 
boL Plnall:,, there ,ne the overwhel.nlDg medical 

There was another weapon sh!ppecl to that evidence 12lat an the ,rounds to Governor 
same post office bc>K. Th1I wu the pLstol 1l8ed Connally and President Kennedy came tram 
ln the murder of Dallaa Pollce Officer l. D. bullets flr8d from behind-not from the rtght 
Tippit, which occurrecl approsimatel:, 46 trout, Whem the grassy knoll area wu lo
mlnutes after the usasetnat1on of President cat.eel. Governor Oonnally'e ph:,mctana unanl
Kenned:,. I have called the "npptt murder the moualy agreed. The ph:,a1c1a.nl performtng
"Bosetta Stone to the 110lut1on of Prealdent the autops=· Pnsldent Itennedly unam-
Kenned:,'a murder." mousl:, .. 

A Dallu citizen. Johnny Calvin Brewer, AsseselM eensat1omUBt.s were DDt sat-
who worked tn a lhoestore near the scene of 1sf1ed Wi~eae concluatooa. ·Aa a result, 1n 
the Tlppit murdff, was the ke:, wttneu ln the 1968 Attpaey Qenera2 Bamsey Clark ap
appreheneton of OsW'ald. He heard a.bout the potnted ~ Ja,nel of phJllllda.na to re-eumtne 
murder on the radio. then heard pollce a1rens the autoPa:, photographl, X-ra.JIS of Prealdent 
coming down the street and a IIU8plcioua- •• Kenned:y, vvtoua movt.ng ptc:taree and other 
lootc1ng perscm duck tnto hls store-front area p1ctures taken at the time of. t!1e MBPRet ..... 
and ata:, there until the poll_Qe a1rena ebbed. tton, and other evtdence pertal.n1ng to t.be 
Then the person. who ~ out to be Oe- death of Preatctent JCemled7. 'fl1iB panel 
Wild. Jett the llhoestore and mealtecl lntO the VD&D1moual:, oon1lrmed . ~ 11ndlnp of t.be 
TeDB Theater, a few doors away. Brewer Wllol're'll Commtaalon that a11 t.be llbota that 
followed 08wald lnto the theat.er and ha4 ltrUck President Kennedy came trom behlnd. 
the cashJer call the pollce. ~--n•tton ND8AtlonAUsta llt1ll were DDt 

When the police . arrt'V'ed the houae llghta n11!;tled. and lot the time of t.be Bockefeller 
• • COlnmlaaff>n'a IDnstige.tton UleJ" -■-'ted 

were turned on, and Brewer pointed out t.h&t there ._. CIA a.gent. COIIIIPtn.toriaUY 
'OBwald. Aa pollcemen a.pproacbed, Oewald 1.nvolvecl 1n Gie M8US1Aatlon oc President 
pUlled out a rnolver. C&rrytng a concealed Kenned:, In-cupport of tblll c1a1m, th- peo
gun 1.8 a. crtme. The fa.ct that OIW'lld bad ple userted tba.t a gnmmm had tlred at Prea
such • weapon on h18 person and drew tt tdent 1tenDedJ from the troat am that a.t 
ln thoee clrcumetancea la, bl ttalf, h1ghl7 leaat one shot struck Kennedy tram the front. 
susplclou■• An independent panel of phJlllldane eelected 

Irrefutable aclenttAc evidence proftd that IV the Bocbfeller nunm1ss1on reviewed t.be 
thla revolver, to the exclusion of all other· evidence once again. Th17 unanimously 
weapons tn the world, wu tb.e weapon that reaclled the aama conclusion: All the lhotll 
dlachargecl the cartrtdp caaea that wttneaaee that struck President Kennedy and Governor 
saw the murderer of Officer 'nppit toes away Connally came from be!>.1nd. 
u he left the scene of the murder. In Mt• The fl.rat cha1rma.n. of the Houle Select 
ditlon there were m e:,ewttn- who saw Oommlttee on !sfPIIPl"at:10ll&-CoDgresBm& 
Oswald etther at the 'npplt murder scene or 'Henry Gonzalez-fell vtcttm to 12le mlarepre
l'WllWJ4r away from tt, sun 1n hand. IIDd wbo 1m1tatlona of enen1 ... ~ou eeneatlon1Um, 

·~ ·-· ~ ~ : .,._. 

aaarttng, at tbe ou-., a.& • NOOn4 sun
mac ha4 11red at Preeident !CennedJ. Tl:ae 
Home Select Committee obta1n.ecl JR Ul• 
other llt OC aperta to re-eum1ne all tbe 
e•ldence. After montha ol tnvestlptton. t.be 
HOUIII Committee - ftlrced to oonclude 
that the Wane11. OamlJll-,ou waa lllght: all 
the lbota t.1l&t atruct. Pneldent Kenned:, and 
Oovenior oonnauy oeme from behind and 
wwe tlrecl by Lee Harve:, Ollwald"s r!Jle from 
Uie llnb•i!oor aoutheut-clOZ'Dm' Wlildow of 
the TSBD BU1ld1ng. • 

In the face of thta Oftr'Whelnilng ,,.-rra:, of 
evidence, one wonden why st wu that at the 
very end ot. a mUltl-m.llUon-dollar tnveetAp.
tton the Bouse Select Ootnmlttee 11Ud4enl:, 
adopted the testimony of pul1)0rtecl acou.stl• 
cal ezperta to reach the em,neoua concluslon 
that a second' gunman had :II.red at Prestdent 
Eennedy. 

Even If there were n<>t overwhelming evi
dence to the contrary, common eenae would 
queetton th1I teettmony. It ta based on the 
lllngle usumptlon tbat ,there wu a police 
IDC>toroycle at Deale:, P1am whose micro
phone wu stuck open and IICt.ed u a trana
mltter to the pomce radio ta.pe at the Dalla.a 
police headquarten. • 

Now, 1f the mlc:rophcme had 1n fact beet 
stuck open, a.nd lf the motorcyc1e had SI 
faot been located at Deale:, Plaza-.«.e., a• 
the IC8il1e of the •---,ra~on--aot ODl: 
would the mlcropbone have recorded t.bl 
llhota, but It would b&ve recorded at.her low 
notsea u well. Immediately after the lhotll 
the motorcade accelerated Bbarplf, and poU01 
atrens started bl&rlDg as It aped toward Park· 
l&nd Memorlal Hospital. Yet, on the recordec 
t,ape there ls DO sudden 110und of motorcycle, 
revving up shortly &ft.er the 110-called Bbatll 
'I'bere ls no sudden eound • of police atren 
screech1ng aa the motorcade started to r■c 
toward Parkland MemortaJ Ho&pltal. ACCOl"d 
Ing to El&rold s. Sawyer, • member ot th 
Bouse Assassinations Oommlttee, pollc 
e1rene are not heard on the tape until ap 
pronmatel:, two minutes after the eoun<l 
whlch the acoustical experts claim are th 
shots. Purthermore, when the police slreD 
a.re heard, tlhe:, appear t.o be e.pproa.cb.inj 
cresting. and then recedlng. 

Oongresman Sawyer, who bu flied a d1eeeI 
to the comm1ttee·11 "SUmma:y or l"indl!li 
and BecommendAtiona," also points out thl 
the tape ( which 1.8 really a "Dictabelt") alll 
conttJ.na the fa1nt aound of ch1mell. N 
ch1mell bave been found that were in UI 
1,t ott near the scene of the aasasstna.11lon Cl 
November 22, 1963. on tile other hand. thel 
waa one eet of Cb.lmea -wbtcb wu regular 
used a.t the time of the eRRBnloatton 1D e 
area between Deale:, PlAZZa and Parkl&I 
Memor:la.1 Bospital. When th1a ls coupled Wl1 
the eequence of tbe atrena' nolse and the I.al 
of the aound of rentng-up motorcycle e1 
gtnea on the tape. 1t ls conaistent with tl 
posslbWty tha.t 1f there wu 1, motore:,c 
With a stuck microphone. tt was located f 
away from thP 1aeass1nat1on scene. Th.ls pc 
llbWty ls enhanoecl beca.use the poU 
record1Dg of channel 1 lhowa that there 111 
tndeecl a motorcycle with a stuck m1cropho 
located far awa:, fl'om Deale:, Pl&ZL 

However, let ua amrume tbait the tape 11 
made f:rom the stuck microphone of a mou 
cycle at Deale:, Pl1lla. Before Jumping tot 
conclusion that there·was a. second ·gunmi 
one must 11.ret e'lt8mtn& the aaaumpt1ona up 
whloh the acousttoal experts predicated th 
conclusions. U those IIBBUDlptl.ons w, 
wrong. u th&:, were, then the wtlole aco, 
t1cal house of cmds collapses. • 

Por tnatance, tn order fott the acoust1 
experts• butc aaaumpttoni to be correct, y 
~ve to assume thait not only -wu thert 
motorcycle 1n the motorcade '1llboee mlc: 
phone wu stuck open. but thlllt ·t11e poll, 
man used the other Obannel, channel 1, : 
stead of channel 2, the channel dflalgnal 
for use bf the motorcade. P'urthennore, 1 
acousttcal ezperta, ln performing tbetr tel 
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bad to usume that the motorcycle wu at • 
certa1JJ Jocatlon at tbe ttine of the eilota, and 
there 11 no po91t1ve «im>boratlng pbyalcal 
evidence for this assumption. • 

Mo~ there ls • fundamental error un
derlying the entl.re reconstruction by the 
IIOOu&tlcal experts. It la demonstrated by the 
moving-picture f!lm al· the uaaaslnatlon 
taken by amateur photograpbt!T' Abraham 
Zapruder. Each frame of thls ftlm was num
bered. A reconstruction of the US118111nat1on 
by the Warren Commls81on moved the presl
dentlAl limousine down the 1treet frame by 
frame. Not only were pictures retaken of thla 
movement t:rom the Zapruder location, but 
ptcturea were also taken through the tele• 
acoptc sight of the UUMtnatton weapon from 
the 10utbeast-corner W1.ndow ot the mth 
ftoor or the Texas BchOC>l Book ~Ito!')' 
Bulldlng. 

Thia reconstruction llhowed that between 
Zapruder frames lM and 910 there was a 
tn,e whoee branches and foll&ge almost en
tirely obscured the gunman's vl.e,v of the 
target, ezcept for • brief openlng at frame 
1118. other evidence showed that the follage 
wu vtrtually the aame at the time of the 
reaomtruotton u tt bad been at .the ttme 
of the a11S•ss!!'at1on. After trame 210, thff'9 
wu a clear shot: The camera speed waa 18.3 
frames per second. 

Despite the fact that It WU v!rtUAlly lm• 
poatble tor Oswald to aee hls target between 
frames 188 and 210, the IIOOuattcal tests were 
done on the buic aesumpt1on that the shot 
tbu paseed through Pffiltdent Kennedy's 
melt and then struck Oavernor Connally 
wu ftred from the sl.nh ftoor of the TSBD 
Building between fram• tDO and 200 on the 
Zapruder film. (Eventually trame 195 wu 
UMd .. a benchmark.) In malting tbla u-
1UD1pt1on, the Committee staff' ignored the 
common Be!lBe practtcallty .that the gunman 
would not fire when hls Ylew was almost en
tirely obstru~.ed by, a large oak tree, and 
when lees than one second later there would 
be • clear Ylew of • the target-. View that 
would continue Without any further ob
struction. Furthennare, the motorcade was 
moving relAtlftly lllowly-only 11 m!Jea an 
hour-nd the presidential llmoustne wu 
lesa than two hundred feet away from the 
&S6Ul!1.rul.tion window .. 

In esaence, then. the acoustical tests were 
thue conatructed to tty to force • square 
peg tnto a round hole bf means of highly 
lmplauslble as&umpttona..-

House Committee membenl e&muel Devine 
~ and Bob Edgar have, • like Cong?ff8DUI.D 

sawyer, Indicated that they have great res
ervatJons about t.he eecoru:1'1!'lJlUilAD theory. 
In ~lcular, Congressman F.dga.r has con
sulted outside aooU!ltic:al erperta and haa 
raised sertou. questions concel"lling the con
eplracy conclll&l.ons of the majority of the 
Committee and· Its staff. 

There ts yet additional evidence which 
refutes t.he aecond-gu:un.a.n ftctlon or the 
Rouse Com.mlttee. For l.n.stanee, aa I sum
muized during a February 4, 1979, appear
ance on Meet the Presa. there were two l.m• 

• pul!Jea on the tape, approXUnateiy • second 
apart, which the acoustlcal expert.a aay rep
resented the &bot that !lret. struck Presld.ent 
Kennedy through the ti.ck ot the neck and 
then passed through to h1t Governor Con• 
nally. The impulse on the tape t.bat ts at
trfbuted to the eo•called leCOnd gunman
usumlng that the tape waa made In. pet.Jey 
Plaza-ls lese than a leCOlld tram Ult! fatal 
&bot that strucJc President Kennedy's head. 
When. one takes into cona1derat1on the rever
berations of sound bouncing off the hlgb 
bulldmgs surrounding Dealey Plata,, iale ao
caDed third and fourth lhote were really 
the impulse from t!ie fatal shot that struck 
the ~dent and a second lmpulae tl:'oDl 
the reverbe?'attons, sUn1lar to tb.e two lm• 
p-altles from the first abot that at.ruck. the 
President. 

8lDce the beglnn1ng of the Commlttee'a 

1nve1t1pt1on, I have repe&tedly offered to attack• on the CIA and the FBI. In esaence, 
come to Washington to teetlty before that the nncllng of a second gunman was a aop to 
Committee In an open public heartng. • JJ the group or assassination aenaatlonallsta led 
recently u January 19, I offered to go to by Mark Lane snd Robert Groden, who for 
Wuhtngton at my own expense to testify and ynra havP been proclaiming Oswald'• tnno• 
etated that I could ehow that the acoustical cen~ In books. radio and televl&lon progr&mB. 
experts' testimony was wrong. But the Com- and lectures on college campuses acr0&& the 
mtttee never saw ftt to call either one or the country. 
two Warren Commission counsel assigned to 'There Is some corroboration for thta 
what ,n called Area n: the determination of hypotMsts as to. why the Committee came to 
who killed President Kennedy and wbo kllled the second-gunma.n conclu.sion. For lnlltance, 
Dallas Police omcer J. D. Tlpplt. In the course there was gT"eat deference p&id to a.ssa.ssin&
of my work With the W&rren Comm.J.aalon, I tlon sensatlonallsts durl.ng the course 0: Ule 
had more drat-hand contact wtth the. Jtey entire investigation. There have been eug
wttnesaea and the physical evidence than gestlons that .some of these people may have 
anyone else 1n the world. Moreover, I bad been pa.Id as consultants to the Committee, 
served tn 1975 u Ezecutlve Director of the although I do not know thlB to be the Uct. 
Rockefeller CommJsal.on tnvestlgetlng the However, I do know that one a! the leading 
CIA, were one of the taauea waa whether the Warren Commi.s.sion critics, Robert Groden, 
CIA t.n.tortall tn l ed. •- ... _ was given the opportunity to testlty 1n an 

waa conap Y vo v '""' ....., u- open public hearing, and that I waa denled 
aa.ssinat!on of President Kennedy. that same opportunl ... even t.hough tn re-

l wanted to te11tUy before the Committee ·• 
in an open public hearlng far several reaeo'na. cent years I have been called the leadl.ng 
First, I believed I CQUld make a major con- defender of the Warren Commission report. 
trlbutlon becaw,e of my background and e:a::- In addition, we know th.at 1D 1ta !mdlnga 

• of conspiracy the Committee and tr,& 1ta1f 
per!ence. Also, I am ffJ'1 much concerned made a very Important distinction between 
aboUt the credlblllty of government ID gen• 
eral, including the credlbWty and standing possible pro-Cutro and anU-Cutro tnvolve-
o! Congress 1n the mlnda of the _American ment. W!t.h rt!ference to the antt-eutro 
people. I believed I COUld help to ensure Cuban groups, the Commtttee'a December 29, 
that the tnvestt-uon and ~l report of the 1978 "Summary ot Pindinga and BecolDJill/n• 

.,- dations" states: 
House Select Committee on Ass8S81natlons "The Commtttee bell-, on the bas1a of 
would stand the teat of hJstory. the evidence avi.llable to lt, \hat ant1-castro 

To be sure. eome or the conclusions of the Cuban groups, 88 groupe, .were not Involved 
House Committee are &ec\irf.t,,: Lee Harvey tn the a.ssasstnatlon or President Kennedy, 
Oswald was the lone gunman wbo fu'ed the but tAe available evidence doe., ,aot preclude 
shots that struelt President Kennedy and the pouibilitJI th.at tndfVfdtull members ma, 
Oovernor Connally. He also ltllled Dallas Po- • •-- •n•=Z~ed" (,,._ft .. •-•· .,,.,plied.I 
lice officer J. D. Ttpptt. Neither the CIA}the ••

4
~ ~; ;t~•~d,";ifu"";i'~ce to Ill• 

Secret Service, nor the ~eral Bureau of volvement ot the CUban go'ftril!Dent or pro
Inver.!gation wu 1n any way consp1rator1ally Castro. groups, the conclua1ou of tbe Oom• 
tnvolved tn the usassmatton. • - mtttee wa,i merely that: 

However, some of the Committee._ conclu- "The committee beUeves, on the baa1.a of 
alons are ·Inaccurate-and particularly the the evidence available to tt. that the CUbe.n 
conclusion that there was a. second gunman government was not ln'tolved tn the assaa&l• 
fl.ring from the grassy knoll. I am confident nation or President Kennedy."_. 
that examination of the entire record of the In other words, desptte UM! tact that 
House Committee W1ll not substant1a.te the oswald was an avowed Ma.rmt and for yean 
theory of a second. gunman. Nonetb.elesa, had professed great admln.tion for Castro 
when th1a tnaccuracy la ulttmately recog- both. orally and tn writing, the committee 
nized, as I a.m certa1n 1t will be, 1n no way made no reference to the poeibllfty of pro
should the Issue be forgotten, because the castro groups being Involved. nor did tt even 
real Import of the hasty adoption of the sec- state that "the available evtdence does not 
ond-gunman theory 1a not just that the preclude the poBaibWty that tndlv1dual 
Committee was W?Oilg. Bather, the crucial members may have been tnvolffd," as tt did 

• Issue 1B why ~ Committee waa ,o wrong. with ant1-castro groups. Tbe d.l.1!erence ls 
I believe there are two major reaaona: particularly Important 1n Ught of the de-
1. Al.moat all the lJivestlgatlon and he&r• tennJ.natton by the commtttee that rt "is 

ings or t.he Cornm!Jtee were conducted be- unable to Identity the aeeond gunman or the 
bind closed doo~The press did not have extent of the eonsptracy.• 
an opportunlty tf'review and report to the However, although some people ha\'e ex
Am.erica.n peop!,"1Vhat was taltlng place over pressed oo me their belle! tha: all or some 
the twenty-IIWlf!h mul.U-million-dollar in• portions of this hypothesis may be true, 1t 
vest.igatlon, ujipt tor soi;ne orchestrated 1B purely a matter of conjecture, and I would 
public hear\iliS ln the fall of 1978. not adopt It as my own persona! vtev.·. Rather 

,. The Bouse Select Committee on Assasst- I believe that the sta.ll' was Just plain wrong, 
na.t1ona, Uke virtually au congressional com- and that tn lts haste to meet various dead· 
mitt.eel, relled too beavUy on lte staff. It waa lines lt failed to take tnto constderat1on the 
the staff that basically led the Committee to overall record. 
reach lte ermneoua eecond-gunman conclu-•· When, on November 22, 1975, I called upon 
sloa.. · Congress to reopen the Warren Oommisalon 

One may uli: wby the staff waa so 1ntent Ulvestlg1ltion, I stated that there were two 
on ftndlDg a second gunman when the record major reasons underlying m, request.: 
as a whole did not IJU8taln such a concluaten. 1. I wu confident them. u I am now, that 
One possible hypothesls 11 that th1s enabled a thorough independent invmtgation would 
It to ltill three birds With one atone. From reach exactly t.be same ooru:luaion reached 
a ftnancial standpomt, th1a conclusion lUS.ti• by the WarTen CommlMton: the oonduaton 
11.ed the expenditure of mllllone of dollara bf that. beyond a reasonable doubt. Lee HAl'ftY 
the Committee. Prom a psychological stand· Oswald lt1lled both Prealdent John P. ~
point, It enabled t.he Sta.ft'. COD.Bc.!oUBlY or aub- nedy a.nd DaUaa PoUee Officer J. D. Tlpplt. 
consciously, to juatlfy tta own two yeare of I believed that a conftrmat1on at thJa correct 
work. From • polltical atandpotnt, it ioolt concluston or the Warren Commlasion would 
the heat off tbe Commit* e.nd 1te statr, greatly contribute io • rebirt.b. of conftdance 
becaUBe even though they aald the PBI and and trust ln go-.ernment. 
t.he CIA were not Involved, tbey did ft.nd • I. I ltnew that a tboroU.gb IIJ1d object199 
con.aplracy, and they atatecl that their al- reopentng at the Warren oommiaslon tnftStt• 
leged eecond gunman WU unknown. Tb1a gatlOD by Oo~ would Vl'rtdly llhlstrate 
1tatement 1en t.be door open !or ccmUnued the prcc mu by wb.icb ~ AmerkUl pu~ 

,. 
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ai Umaa ean be m1aled bJ aenatlonallam. 
dema,ocuery, and deliberate msarep~ 
l&on or 1be onn.11 ~quea '21M 
ban been uaed by Yirt\tt.lly &11 of the mio.t 
90Cal Warren Oommwlon cnt1011. I tbouJbt 

• lbat the e:rpoeure of tb- '9chnlqu• 110 the 
public OOUld be one of the moat Important 
nsuJta of the Oongresglonal reopenlna of \be 
Warren Oommlalon tnvestlptlon. 

lfow l must conclude that perhaps an 
enn more tmportant problem h111 been n
s,o.d-tlle dangers of eecret proceedings 
ooupled ,nth Hcess1ve rellanoe on com
mttt.ee lta.ff3 by the Senate and the Bouae. 

In a recent oolwnn James Beston wrote 
lhat oangresalonal 1t.&fl'1 an Uke an "unelect• 
ed hidden legllllature": 

OYer the :,eua these ataff memben ban 
taken on more and more re■pon■lbWty-
110 much 1JO tha.t tn 10me cues they not only 
aeem 1IO 1111111.et thelr masters but to replaoe 
them. Stair members not only wrtte speeches 
but oonduct he&rlnge, draft legtalatton.. write 
commlttee reporta, negotiate conference 
oompromtses between the Bouse, mobilize 
public op1nton, and &dnae lawmakers cm 
how to 'l'Ote. 

In reoent YM,rl, itbey have nen been C0n• 
ducting tnvest1gatlo111 at home e.nd abl'O&d, 
aometlmes on their own, wlti:iout tbe p,e;: 
Nnce of their chiefs. And with the r1lle of 
auboommttteea, each with it.a own llteJf, the 
oongresstonal lltaff bureaucracy bu grown 
even faster than tbe Civil Servlcel 1n many 

,, 
\be Oommtttee and tta atd. I ooncludtd 
ID1 letter 'll'ltb \be foUO'Wlna natement: 

•. , . Became l believe IO ttrongly 1n U:le 
Deed for th1a fourth check -.nd balanoe, I 
frankly Clo Dot wt.nt to participate ln any 
aecret bearing where members of the preu 
are not lllowed. J do n~ DeCNal'ily believe 
that every lingle one of ,our beartnp lbouJd 
beve been open to the publtc, -but I believe 
tbere 1a much over the put ,ear and a hall 
that could have been open to the pubUc, 

• that wu not. Por me to now appear In a 
eecret beartng would be to gin support to 
a COUfR of action that l believe to be un
lJOUnd and &gallllt the best interest.a of the 
people 1n a free 10elety." 

Tbe eecond-gunman syndrome of the ■tan 
..of the House Select oommtttee on Ale11811na
tlone 1a demonstrative evtdenoe of bow a 
congrselonal stair can go wrong. Let U1 bope 
that even 1f the fl.nal report. of the Bouse 
Committee 1a m0dl11ed, we wUl have leamt 
a 1e11110n from the lntttal ''Summary of 
Flndl.ngll and .Recommendation■." Tbat 111• 
10n 1a that we should curb the continued 
growth of power of congreutonal lltaff1, and 
we abould do everything we can to prevent 
nceaatve- aecrecy 1n the operation of our 
irovernment. 

8ELscr CoKMITl'D ON 
AasAs8IMATIONB, 

v.s. Houu or lbcPaaENTATIVD, 
Waahtngton, D.C .. Mar 6, U'/9. 

of the Executive department&. EDrroa, 
When the stafr of IJO lmportant a oom• Natkmal Beineio, 

mlttee u 'tbe HOWII! Select .AaealEl.na.tlolll New York, N.Y. 
Oommtttee can allow an lnvestlgatton of Dua Bur.: D&nd Belin'• pteoe, "Kennedy 
Dearly two years to culmlnate 1n a hasty and Becdnd Assaesl.n, Tbe •6 Mllllon Myth.'' (Na
erroneoUI concl1111on, backed up by badly ttonal Beview 27 Aprll 1979) .ls right out of 
tllted evidence, one· wonders what an the Lew1a Carroll. Llll:e :Ille Bed Queen, be &p• 
unaeen consequences. tor the American parentJy•beUeves 1n verdict before evidence. 
people 1f the doee111 of.other oommlttee and When he read a newspaper report on 29 De• 
subcommittee •ta.Ifs, prepartng irtudle■ on oember 1978 that the Howse Select Commtt
natlooal defense, t.u:ea, lnfl&tton, edum.tton, tee on Aaaasslnatto111 had concluded that 
hea.ltb, agrtcuJture, buatne■a, foreign policy, there wu a eecond gunman 1n I>ealey Plaza 
etc., are a1mllarlJ falling to apply high stand• lhooting at the President, he knew "the 

• -&N1s of obJectlvtty and tboroughnea 1n their truth (wu) to the contrary. There wu no 
lnvesttgation.s and reports. . NCOnd gunman." _ 

l would suggest that the 1asue of the "hid• I- ~d It dtmcult to understand how Mr. 
den legtalature" ls one which mmt be gtnn Belin could be 10 certain of h1I facts 1f he had 
h1g.b priority u we head into the lut twenty not reviewed the evidence on which the Com
Jean of th1s century. Tbe need for eu.mtna- mlttee bMed I.ts Judgment. And he could_not 
t1on ta particularly great when the sta.ffs have 110 re-viewed It by then, or llnce, tor 
operate behind closed doon-wttbout the 1t w1ll not be tl.nally publlshed untU the lat• 
Check and balance of a tree press. ter part of June, 1979. An unbiased verdict 

In refl.ecting upon my llffvtce u oounsel on the work al the Commlttee, therefore, 1s 
to the Warren Comm1sslon and Ezec:ut1ve no\ yet poll81ble. 
Director of the Rockefeller Comml.sston, I When I aoeepted the position of Ohl.er 
have developed a d~p convtct1on that there Oounsel to tlbe Select Committee 1n June of 
1B far too much eecrecy 1n goTernment. It 197'1, I restudie~e 1964 warren Comml&• 
was a mlstak.e for the Warren Commission ston Jt.eport d closely _examined tts 26 
to bold all of lt.6 hearings 1n secret. When volumes of 1upf>ortl.ng d~nts (the Select 
l served as Executive Director of the Boeke- 'Committee ~bllsh, along 'With Its final 
teller Oomm1ss1on, I requested that the report, apprmimately 80 '9olumes or ma
Oommlsslon hold open meetings whenever terta111 on .Kennedy and Jt1ng eases), and I 
class1Jled matters were not subject to dis· did not reach a personal judgment about 
CUIS1on. Un!ortunately, my request was the valldlty of the Warren Commission"& 
turned down by a majority of the members work untll the Committee had completed 
of the OOmmlaston. lts lnvestige.tton. 

Our Con&tttutton provides for a checb· , It 1.11 Ulleful to review the lrresponstbWty of 
and-balances system . of government. We Belin's piece. Jl'irst, Belin suggests tbe acous
an know of the lnter-relattonshlps w.mong t1cal experts hired by the Oomm1ttee are 
.the Executive, Legtslattve, and Judtclal "ao-called" or "purported" e:r;perta. Rad be 
Branches. However, during tbe past two reviewed the Commtttee'a record be would 
hundred yea.rs of our hlltory, there 'bu ha~found that the aperttae of our acoustt
developed a.s an essential part of our free cal witnesses had been repeatedly accepted 

. IIOCiety a fourth check and balance, Whlcb ln court, including 1n the Kent Stat.e prose
interlaces 'With and rein.forces the tradt• ~tlons and the analysts 'of the Watergate 
tional Leg!.slattve-Executtve-Judlclal inter- - tapes. • 
relattonsbtps. This fourth check 1s· a tree Second, Belin suggests only one gunman 
press and tbe abtuty of that press to report wu "aeen." Here he mtslee.ds h1s rea.ders with 
to the American people tbe baalc facts about a half truth. A variety of witnesses "beard" 
the opera.t10111 af their government. . the 1JOund of lhote from the grassy knoll, 

To,vard the end of lts investigation, the lncludtng a Dallas Police Department officer 
Bouse Committee 8ta1f ftnally contacted me and a Secret Service agent 1n the motorcade. 
and aalced that I iesttfy 1n a nonpubltc In addition, a young couple on the knoll 
bearing when neither members of the Oom• dropped to the ground at the time of the 
mlttee nor members of ibe press were pres- • third shot from behind them, Ill.nee they 
ent. I refuseil to appear behind clo■ed doors knew they were 1n the aecond gunman'• line 
and e:r;pl&1ne<1 ~Y p061tton 1n a letter to of ii.re. Otber'wltneases ■aw traces of smoke 

rlle trom the tr.a ana, where the aoountcal 
expert.a •Y the Uurd mo\ wu tlred from 
behind a wooden tmoe. 

Tbe Warren OommiMIOn wu unwllllna to 
credit tb1I teltlmony ln l»M, atnoe tt could 
not tben be oorroborated. Tbe AcouetlcaJ 
evldenoe developed b)' the Committee 1n 
11178 provtdea that corroboration: it •JlOW 
ct.lla tor a new evaluattcm of the 1964 evl• 
denoe. 

Tblrd, Belin polntl out that no cartrt~ 
C1M wu found behind the fence. Why 
lhould lt be when only one lhot was fired? 

When O.wald fl.red one lhot at General 
Walter on 10 April, 1968, no cartrtdge case 
wu found, :,et the Warren Oomm.tuton did 
not uae that fact to doubt the reality of 
the Walter lhooting . 

Pourth, Belin question.a 1f the tape record
ing recorda IJOundl from Dealey .Plua. Why 
are crowd nolllee not audible? Tbe micro
phone wu mechantca11y lnae111tt1ve to them. 
Wby are Dot Biren■ beard immediately after 
ihe UBU1tnatton? H.B. Mc:Laln, the officer 
'With the stuck mike, did not leave the Plaza 
with the motorcade, and the me111 do not 
appear on the tape untll be catches up wttb 
It on the Freeway on the way to the hospital. 
Why are chimes beard on the tape? Tbe 
officer's mike d1d not have ucluslve control 
over the police noetver at beadquartera. 
Other mik•, 1f they had stronger 11gnale, 
could alllo record IJOunds on the tape. 

Ba"1,ng aaked questions about the other 
aoundl on the tape, Belin leaves h1I readers 

. with the suggestion that the stuck mike may 
have been elllewhere, but he does not olfer an 
e:r;planatton of how four mote were recorded 
over the mike. No 11ne bu BUggested that 
110meone 'WIii shooting aomewhere else 1n 
Dallas that day. Moreover, the acousttcal 
"1lngerprlnt" (the echo lltructure of the 
BUperson1c bullet and the m'UZZle blast of 
the gun 1n the urban environment of the 
Plar.a) of tbe tour ahot■ 1s unique, as "llc1· 
entuically Jrrefutable" u handwriting anal· 
yal.e and the balllsttc■•evtdence he relies on 
1n lncrlmlnating Oswald. Por the 10und re
corded on the tape to have been recorded 
from aomewhere other than Dealey Plaza, 
the other place would have to have looked 
eu.ctly like Dealey Plaza. Two people don't 
have the aame handwriting: two guns don't 
bave the aame balllsttc chara.ctertsttcs. Two 
places do not have the a.me echo structure. 
• Plfth. Belin l&J'II there la no "positive cor
roborating physical evidence" • that tbe 
motorcycle was 1n the· right ple.ce at the 
right time. Wrong. Photographs of Mc:La!n 
In the right place at the right time appear 
1n our bee.rings (Vol. V, pp. 704-20). 

Stnh, Belin BUggesta that Oswald would 
not have fl.red, as be must have according 
to the acoustical evidence, at Kennedy at z 
frame 195, since a large oak tree would have 
obstructed his View. 

Several points need to be made. He mis
leads his readers when be speaks of a "tree." 
(Apparently, also, be has never seen a child 
run ~hind a plcket fence. While the ch!..ld 
-ts "obstructed", be can be clearly seen as 
be rune: the mlru1'1 eye 1Uls tn the dete.Us. 
Still pictures taken through the ·scope o! a 
rt11e mlslea.d). In addition, the Committee's 
ballistics experts suggest the shot would 
probably have been easy to pUll olf usl.ng 
the open iron Bight, a possibility not con
lldered Ill 1964. In any event, the acoustical 
evidence, 1n tact, points to the area around 
Z frame 185-88, not 195, as tbe time of the 
trtgger pull of the second shot. The Wan-en 
Commission Bepor,t (p. 101) prints a photo 
of a break 1n the folia.ge at Z frame 186. 
Belin ts wrong again. . 

Seventh, Belin suggests that tbe two &bob. 
(numbers three and four) are really one 
abet and lte ecbo. Here the question of ex
pertise 'la relevant. When Belin qualtftes 1n 

. court as an acoustical expert, I WW -pay at
tention .to h1II e:r;pert op1nton. Common 
ee:g,se, however, provides an easy answer to 
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111a su,sNUoa. Wh'" hi II ,-u,- •'1DI Ill 

-that tbe uperta conru.d an Kho wttb lbe 
pnmarr 10und. The om,- vouble wttb ~ 
wnest,lon la \bat abot number three from 
Uie srtaY knoll c&Zl not . be an Kbo Of abot 
Dumber tour rrom She Depo&it.ory, alnce nen 
a rour-:,ear-old cb.Ud (lllcludlng my own) 
lcnowa tbt.t J)T1DW')' M>unda precede, not 
follow; tbelr echoes. 

Sl.gbth, Belln oompl&bu \hat be WU not 
pennitud to teatlfy before the Oommittee 
111 publlc aeulon. Several polDta need to be 
ma.de. Bel1n wu siven an opportun.Jty to 
appear 1n uecuttve aelalon or by depollltlon. 
U be blld chosen to do 10, be could have 
made bl.a deposition public. Other Warren 
Oomm.ls&lon counael, lllcludl.ng tbe ,eneral 
couruel and hlll prtnclpal ustatant, 1aw 
llOthlng wrong wtt.b tbla procedure. In addl· 
tlon, all members of the Commlallon and 
the general counsel. tn fact, appeared before 
the Committee 1n public IINllon, 10methlng 
Belln t.nowa full well, alnce he appeared wttb 

. former President Pord, who was a member 
of lthe Commlaston. Tbe Commlttee decided 
11ot to call Belin as a wttnaa 1n a public 
ae111lon becauae It felt that be offered little 
to the Committee. Be had already written a 
book, wblcb be bad forwarded to tbe Com• 
mtttee and tbe staff. O read It). ~Be had 
nothing new to aay. Be dtd not play a par• 
ttcularly key role 1n the work or the Warren 
Oommlsaton. 

ms testimony about tbe worltlngg of the 
Oo=l.sslon would bave been cumulative. 
The Committee had already heard rrom most 
of hls fellow ate.ff c:ouneel. In adcUtlon, h1a 
iestlmony about the basic facts of the Xen
nedy assassination was second hand. Tbe 
~ommlttee preferred to get Its fact,; ftrst 
hand. 

Nlnth, Belin offers .a theory u to wby the 
Committee went wrong; he blames 1t on tbe 
•tafr. and says that the Oommltt.ee's work 
was conducted 1n aecret. Several points need 
to be made. 

I have been asooctated wttb the won ot 
Oongresstonaa C0mm1ttees for alm0&t twenty 
~- No Committee tbat I have ever woned 
With wu 1110re democratic, knowledgeable, 
or more 1n control of ttl 0'11111 proceeses tb&n 
the Select ·Commlttee on 4eeess•nattom. 
.Belin libels able men Wte Stokel and Devine 
of Ohlo, Preyer of North C&rolln&, Dodd and 
McKinney et Oonnecttcut, Pltbtan of In· 
.diana, Be.wyer Of Mlcbtgan and Pauntroy of 
the Dtstrl.ct of Columbia, no labored hard 

• on both caaes. Ind~. t.be-Select Oommtttee • 
wu more democratic, lcnowledge&ble, and 
more 1n control or Its proceaaea th&n waa the 
Warren Com.miaalon. 1. aie.ke ~ Judgment 
based on a two year lltudy of tbe Warren 
Ooml:11lsSion and personal -upertence With 
the Select OOlmm1ttee. Beun-. suggestloJ»..SO 
the contrary cannot be &1ml.l&r1y rooted 111 
tact, a1Dce he has not made any •study of 
the processes of the Select 0omm1ttee. ms 
theory ts like eo mueb of ft&t he eomplatna 
about on the part . of Warren Oomm1saton 
critta.: lt 111 not based on 'fact. 

Bell.n's aecrecy comment ta ironic. Tbe War
ren Oommiss1on held one day or public heal'• 
lllgs. Belln, who waa El:ecuUve l>lrector of 
the Rocltefeller Comm1ss1on. was not able 
to persuade h1s own COrmnlMlon . .to do much 
better. In fact, ·the Select Committee held 
almost forty daya of public heartngs on the 
evidence gathered 1n tta two yw.r· 1nvest1ga
tlon of the Kennedy and X1ng CIINS, where 
the Committee's work was open to publlc 
ICrUtiny. / . 

The Oommittee•a lnveettg&tlon was not 
held 1n . public for reasons that are only too 
obvious. Tbe reputations or Uvtng and dead 
men were at stalte. The Committee had a 
duty to evaluate tts evidence before .It was 
lnllde public. Belin lcnowa the character of 
many of the allegations 1n the Eennedy cue. 
Zven thou.gh they ar_e lrrellpoJlll1ble, they hlld 
to be Cllecked out, .at lea.st con1ldent1a111. 

WOllld bl haft bad tbt Oommltt.ff Clo o\bW• 

-'-' 7'1nlll7, It II IJ'ontc lhat \he l.l'9a lbat 
llelln eom.platna &bout most wu. 1.n r.ct, 
Jarp!J conduc1ed 111 public. Tbt ta?t and 
ti• prel1m1nUJ rraluatlon became p_ubllc 111 
lUlJ 19711 at the time of ·the 00mm1ttee'I 
refunding. Tbe acoustical reoonatructlon 1n 
I>allU ID August 1978 was done With the 
med!& beld 1-cll:, but none the 1919 preeent. 
'l'he septemblr public beartng that produced 
the &0-50 testimony wu tht Bnt cut at 
anal)'Sia of tbe August aoouatlceal evidence. 
The work _. ftnlshed 111 October and 
Jiovember and the 9&~ plus data developed; 
tt wu made public 1n December. Tbe Com
Dllt\ee'I proceuea were deliberate and 
largely public 1n the crucial area. What elae 
ClOUld the Committee have done? 

Lastly, Belln grumbles that the 00mm1ttee 
-.Uddenly" made up tta mind at the last 
1111nute. Tbe Committee had the baste acous
tical evidence ln July. It knew thffl what tt 
portended. It au depended on wbat the 1mal 
Terc11ct of the eclenttata was. Tbat came 1n 
November. 'When lhollld the Committee have 
lnade up Its mind, except at the end when 
all the evidence wu 1n? 

When President Pord apJ)eared before the 
Oommltt.ee on 21 September, 1978, accom
panied by Mr. Belin, be was asked by Oon• 
,reasman Devine why tbe work or the War
ren Commt.ulon bad fallen on IUC'h hard 
times. Tbe President tdent111.ed three reasons. 
'Ptnt, he Bald that tts crtttca had "dellber• 
ately or negligently mi.sled the American 
people by mtsstattng facts and omitting cru
ctal facta. . . ... Second, he suggested that 
many people were cynical. Third, be observed 
that people had not read the report. 

I suggest that Mr. Belin ahould take the 
..:tvlce of h1II client. The Select OOmmlttee 
abould be accorded, at least from former 
Warren Commtaston at&!!' memberll, better 
'li'eatmeint than they them11tlves received. Mr. 
Belin pUgbt to do better 1n the future. 

Slncerety, • 
- O.RomTBLAKrT, 

Ch~/ Coun,el cm4 Stat Df~tor, 

Tm CAR AGAIMST A 0oHSPIUCT 

(By David W. :Bel1n) 
In early December 1978, the members of 

the House Select Committee on /issess1na• 
tiollB were reviewing copies of a prellm1nary 
draft t1.nal repor.t,. After nearly two years of 
work and the ·expenditure of "5.8 mWJon, 
they bad concluded that X- Haney Oswald 
,ru the lane gunman who had kllled Presi• 
dent Xennedy, Wt>UJlded TexJMI Governor Jollm 
Connally and ~ DailU Pollce Officer I. D. 
'npptt. Tbere ~o consptracy. 

It wu a TeP,liiA bued on an tnvestlgat1on 
oonducted h(~ost total eecreey, except for 
a few week.a ~Uc hearings carefully or• 
chestrated -,:,Y'G. Robert Blakey, chlef coun• 
ael of the committee staff. 

Leas than three week.a later, one of -the 
blggest.Jllp-ftopB 1n recent Oongressl.on&l bis· 
tory occurred. The 800-plu&-page report was 
rejected and on Prlday, December 29, 1978, 
t.be committee approved • 211ne-page Bum• 
mary « Plndings and Becbmmendattons, 
Which concluded t.hat although. OSwald was 
the aaaastn, there was a ecmsptracy 1nYOlV• 
tng an unaeen•eeoond gunman. Th1S invtslble 
penon supposedly dred a 81.ngle ahot trom 
an elevated portion o! land known u tlbe 
grassy knoll, located to the rlgbt front of the 
Presldential limousine. According to the com
mittee summary, ~ allot_ mia&ed Presldent 
Kennedy. 

Although the location of .the clA1med eec
Olld gunman waa barely 100 feet from the 
Preatdent.1al llmoua1ne, the lnviaible ahot tJao 
ml.alled Governor Connally and everJ()Zle e1lle 
1n the Preatdentl&l Umoustne; tt even m.l.llaed 
the llmoualne. 

Who WU tb1s eecond gunman? Wby ,rould 
he Are on1, ODOO? WhJ were DO cartr1d,ge 

._ rouna, Tbe omunttlM re"1WCI to ttl 
etou: of lflC1'eCJ. mere!:, prom.l1lng a lmtJ 
l'lpOTt arouna tht tint of Aprll. Tbat Clod· 
line .,... not met beeawe Blakey and the 
remt.1nmg membera of the lt&l'f 1rere bavtng 
trouble W1t.b their IIICOnd-eunman theory. 

Three .members of the committee did not 
agree W1tb the 11eCOnd-runman theory, ,r,,blch 
- predlcat.ed almoat 110lely on the teat!• 
mony of acouat1cal experts. Earlier an expert 
bad uaerted a 60 percent degree of certainty 
1n hta conclusions. In the middle of Decem
ber, two new experts came forward and de
clared. along wtth Ube ortgtnal expert, tbat 
they were 9& percent certain. Despite the 
continuing doubts of three memben of the 
committee. tbe change 1n the experts' opinion 
from 60 percent oertalnty to 9& percent was 
the cause of the ftlp-ftop. Having served u 
counael to tbe Warren Oomml.aston, I know 
that regardleu of whether the acoustical ex• 
perts say they were 60 percent certal.n or 95 
percent certain, they are nevertheleu wrong: 
There was no second gunman. 

ln the ftnlt pJ.aoe. au of Ube J>bystcal evi
dence points to a single rurunan. Only one 
gunman was eeen at tbe time of the asaassl• 
nation. and wttneuea aaw him ftre from the 
alxth-ftoor window of tbe Texas School Book 
Depository. Three cartridge cases were found 
by that window; a I!early whole bullet wu 
found at Park.land Memorial Hospital on Gov
ernor Connally'■ 1tretcber; and two .bal.Ustl• 
cally ldentUl.able portions or the bullet that 
■truck President Xennedy'a head were found 
lnllde tbe Presidential limousine. Balllst1c 
evidence proved those cartridge cases, tbe 
bullet and the bullet fragments all came 
from C>ewald'a rtfte, whtdh was found by tile 
back ltalrway of the atxtb floor of the Bobk 
Depository. H1I palmprtnt was on the rUl.e, 
b1s ftngerprtnts were on the paper bag med 
to carry the Jffle into the building, and he 
matched the phyatcal description gtven by a 
Witness who had seen the gunman take e.tm 
and Are tbe l&at ahot. • 

0Bwald had ordered the rtf!e through tbe 
mau and had had 1t shipped to his post• 
office box 1n Dallu-the ll&Ule place hts plltol 
had been llhlpped t.o. Be 11'11,11 apprehended 
with the ptstol ln his poaession. Tll1a -wu 
tbe weapon he uaed to lt1ll Dallas Police om
•etr J. D. Tippit on Wovemt,er 22, 1063, ap
s,roxtmately 45 minutes after the assaastna· 
ttan or President Kennedy.·Sb: eye witnesses 
-ooncluatvely tdentifted Oswald as the gun• 
man at the Tippit murder acene. or.the man 
running away trom the Tippit murder scene 
with gun 1n hand. 

In contrast, the aooustlcal evidence rests 
on a number of tmplauslJ:>le assumptions. 
P0r tn.tance, 1f tbe Dallas poltoe tape ta a 
-eenu1ne tape of the USU111nat1on, why did 
It not ptck up the sound of motorcycle en
_glnee revving up as the motorea<le sped to
ward Park.land Hospital? Why a.re police 
airen■ not 1.mmedlately heard? Why does 0111 
hear the faint sound of chlmes, e.lthougb :o.o 
ch1mes were found to -be 1n UBe at or near 
.the scene of the assassination? 

But even.assumtng the tape ts genuine, the 
theory of the ACOustical experts rests upon 
false aaumpttons made when the in.ttlal _ 
acoustical data were taken, tncludlng the 
location of the motorcycle at the t1me the 
tlrst ahot was fired. 

However, I believe there Is Jl.ll issue of far 
greater tmportanoe ihan-'the technJcallttes. 
or the acoutlcal evidence. 'l'hat I..BBUe con

·cerna the ramUl.catlons of-. 1leCfet Congres• 
:atonal tnvesttgatton coupled with excessive 
·delegation 'Of powers to tbe committee staff. 
The 11ouae Select Committee on Assasslna
ttons ta a microcosm or th1s compound prob• 
-lem. The committee's erroneous coricluslon 
concerning Jack Ruby t. the most vivid ex• 
ample of. the pitfalls ot tbil process. 

In The New York Times ot Bu:nday, June 3, 
.Wendell Bawls Jr. reported that, accord1ng 
to a "oommlttee source," ·the ftna1 report 

->'WW co:o.tend" that Jack .Buby "'stalli::ed" 
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eaata1J atw 1br •-n'»tson llDIO be twld 
Olftld an &lie 8uld&J aaonwaa lollowllll 
lbe ,_n1,.uon. u, Iba& boUa &ubJ tiDd 
OnrM4 ba4 oon.&aow tmODI orpnlaed Cll1IDt 
acw-. ~ to lbe IO\lroe, "Thse II• 
aba2o0Ua1 ·body of eridenoe. • .. bot cir• 
cnamatanual nldtlloe, &o oonneot t.a,e CS.t.h 
oft.bl PrealdtDl to ale!Dlnta ot -~ 
artme" and I.be etrort.e ot Ol'f&lllaed crtme to 
ntaUate aeatnat Prealdent lten.De4J and b1I 
brot.ber 11.obert ltelmedy wbo wu Att«neJ 
OenvaJ and who wu unclert&k.lDi 111bstall• 
ll&1 law-enforcement elf0rt!I eplDat orsa
mzecl crlme. 

Rawl& alao repen«S t.bat "&ale oammJttet 
cl1acountl auby'• atat.ement before b1I own 
dea\b that he bad 11:.Wed OSWa14 IIO tb» the 
PruldeDt"a widow would be epand a return '° I)a.llu, We!I ahe mJ.iht be torced to reU•• 
ibe mattering moment.I of i.be 111111!ndton 
u a wttnau at Ollwald'a &rta2." The oommJt
&ee assert. that ihe •k>Z'J' WU "OODcocted bJ 
Ilia lawyer." 

Jt aNm.ed the perfect end lot the Invest!• 
ptloD. Wbo would cletend organ1Dd cnme? 
And. more partlc\lla,rly, who would defend 
Jaclt Jluby, now that he la dead? 

If there had been • tull eeriel Of public 
~ the allegatlnla or Buby'1 ln'VOln
ment 1n a conaplracy COUid never have been 
eerloualy austa.llled becau.tie ot the tMtlmonJ 
or one person- hl>bl who wu llnn, 1n 
Dallu at ibe tlme of &be ....-m&Uon and 
who la the most ~t llvine Wltnell 
on the l..saue ot poea1ble .Involvement ot .Jack 
,auby 1n a conaplracy. 

R1a su.me la Babb! Hillel BUnrm&n. Rabbi 
Silverman did not kn.ow Jaclt Ruby '9ff"f well 
before the e ■seMlnauon. but &ft.er auby ahot 
Oswald he v1&1ted &w,y 1n Ule Dallu Oounty 
.Ja.11 on an average of 01M1e or twtce • IVeet 
and became enremely e1oee to h1Jl1. 

J>urS.ng the lllveatlp~ or &be Warren 
O:>mmlulon, W'bUe Bui,, wu &11-n, Babbl 
euverman COUid. not be ealled ·upon 110 
&eltlly becaUN tM IDtlmaf,e eoo,ezatton.s 
.between e anlmat.er, prteat or n.bb1 anG Im 
ooogreg&Dt are prlnlepcl. &owever, t.m.t Jll'O
iblbltlon did llot mceaae.r11J bJDd t;be Boaee 
•~ Commut.ee on ..!l111er!J!sttona, aow 
that BubJ la dead. Tet,.....ud Ulla II bU'Cl to 
.bel.leN. but It la anert.beJea true--aie com
.m.l1'tee aw.ff, d\lllag the lllltire mult.tmfJIIOD• 
dollar, &wo-,ear ID..uptkm, did' no\ "911 
try to take B&bbf 81.1-..man'a testtmonJ. Be 
w0Ul4 h.ave .MllrWled bad be been caned. 

.Let m 10 ba.dt to llon4a.y, 1'o'9. JI&, 1993, 
after a weekened or national 1'enl&-.ement 
Collowmg tbe ,_.,..,,~ or l'resldent 
KenaedJ. The place WU tbe l>alltie COUnty 
Jail, a ftlat1YelJ 11D.famllilll loo&tioD -far 
B&bbl BWel 8U'fllrm8ll to be c:alled U1)0ll 
• meznber ot b1a 0on8erYtU-ve congregation. 
Tbe bromed, 'h&Ddaome rabbi ot eongrep
tlon Sbe&rtb :blrael bl Dallas .cftd not relish 
-Uie taak. lfeverthelesa, be Mt e.n obUp.tson 
1o call upon la.ck Bub)-, Wbo, the day before, 
llad commttt.ed • munler witnessed by mll
llons of Amerle&na on tbelr teleVis!on 
acreem. . 

"lbe name or hck ituby"a vl.cttm. or COW'M, 
"ll'U Lee Harvey Oswald, Wbo on tbe prev1ous 
'Prt.day, "°"· 22, had murdered both Presi
dent .1t>hn P. Eennedy and Dallas Nice 
01Bcer J. D. Tippit. 

Police had &tarted to crW Ruby before be 
was tJ,,le to re.ch & aaw,er. &uby $Old lie.bbl 
Sllverman t.h&t . .be remembered teWDg one 
or the pollcemen oo Bund&J, "I ..,. afraid 
that Mrs. EeJmed.y would be MkecS to~ 
to De.llai tor &.be tdal.". ~ alDpa atate
ment oontrad.lcta. tile ek1m of the Home 
oommltt.ee atatr that aw,y'a AOrJ wu "con-
cocted" by hls lawyer. . • 

There are ID&!IJ Dtbe!-taeta Whieb &IM>~ 
1radlct tile eondUmall8 ot 'lbe Bame eom
lllltc.e. Por mnance, late on Prtday ntg11t 
after tbe ts-lnaUan .BabJ 1NDt to tbe 
DaUu poUce mtala &Dd wa1lad mtao a pnsa 

Wd'w I ,-.-.oa..N .............. 
flSWeCL "'Jla4 I tnledld lo 1:111 la1ltl." .., 
811d, "'I tlCllldlS llaW JlldaG 1111 ~ on 
1bt ape,\, .-me tbl PD.,_ IA ILIJ poc!U\,." 

~Ille._. ot~WIIDI .. -- --• ~--~--•....._.ea.i ..... 
IIU-nntaaD_.,,__...___110 

'l'bl DH& ClaJ, llabf ...... a tat..a fNa 
... Yark 0lq DD nklb a lltllbl .. llpcm 
... ~ Oil &wnlltdJ Mid 'be --
Mttoll. Jtul,J touDd Iba '"'7 ID'1mi,--eo 
11mc1:1 ao Uiat Ile---. wet to b.111 car, alld 
llrO'ft 110 Iba ute Gt 111e ,.,.,-auon, .._.. 
... nlkecS bJ Ult ..,_Ula &Im lla4 alrtadJ 
bttm pltoed &b-. 

JI.Ub7 Cold B&bbl Bll..-mt.n &bQUt rad1nc 
in t.lle Sunday uwspeper lllat .JeoqUtllDe 
ltennedJ mt,bt han ID aomt lltck tor SM 
1ria1 ol '- IIM'"1 Ot1n.lcL 

BhortlJ INrfore • 11 a.m. GD lbat eundaJ 
IIIOl1l1nl. laclt aw,y _W\ Illa epll'1mllnt 
-building k> So to Ible dowlltown Wr\llrD 
O.DloD omce to wtre aome money to one or 
Illa emplo,-. "'1.,IWe LJJm,." Who Uftd ID 
Port Wortti. Aco0rd1Di to a.bbl 811'9tll'ID■D. 
Bub7 WU llndlr lbe tmpreaaloD &bat o.weid 
bad a1reacV been mmterred trom t.be ctt, 
Jtll k> the count, Jail, but when be •• peo
ple and policemen at.a.Dd1zl( M'OWld t.be 
polloe Ration be dlc1ded to return after lM 
Yired the moner at Weet.ern Villon. 
. The t&me lltamp M the Wen«n ODJ.on 

omoe wu 11:17 a.m. The ramp from t.be 
.atnet leading down to t.be buemellt Where 
Oswald wu to pt lllto a nblcle tor mnaftr 
wu bare1J a b&lf block MV&J. 

au1>y ien 1be wenern VIiion omce, . .,,. 
able to p1Jl aooeae to tile ramp ,men • 
JIIOl.loem&n'a b8ck WU tunaecl, and wallted 
.down &be mmp Into &be laaMnMDt area 
Where members of tbe pres were oongre
p.ted IFl.ltlng to tee 0e'lra14 appear. Wlt.hin 
• minute or ~t 11:11 A.11.--o.wald, 
.Aallkecl bJ police omcera. ateppe<S out ot the 
l»MD!ent elentor and walked ttiroup the 
arlt CCln'ldor &owarcl t.be area wber9 &ubJ' 
«.D4 member& Cl4 the p~ were standl!II, 

It all happened 'lier, 4ulckl7. PJM!1 bUlba 
and strobe Ugbt.a lemporerUy blinded &be 
police eecort. Ruby reneffllJ' ~led a gun, 
and when lie •• Oawald, be toolt out bis 
run and pulled &be tna,er. The police 
wrestled auby to the Aoor and he cried out, 
"l am Jack ltuby. "- -

Prom that 11.nt ~t Dll Bov. 16, Babb! 
Bllvenm.n tried to aee :auby once or twice a 
week, 'lllltll enverman left DaUu to accept 
a pu)plt 1n Loa An,ge!II 1n 1nly 19114. When
ever Babbt Slhm:nan at.scusaed 111th hck 
BUbJ wh:, he had llhDt 0nrtld. t2le answer 
!n 111111eDce .-..a the ame: 1n order to an 
Kn. ltei:meiCf nom htvln& to come be.ck for. 
t:be trial llf Lee Bane, Ol!wald. 
.• "nlere ffl~1 In DtJJee undoul>t.edly 
a maJorlty • believed t.hat iJle mW'det' 
ot Olnn.14 ~ pan ot IA overall eomplrtey 
to~ Prealdent Eennecl:,. Prulltl.J', 
when I cam. to Waahmgtcm in etrlf 
.1an'IW'7 . to Hf"'98 u ualstant oounael to 
the W"1'2"1l 0--mmtMlon i - anE1aU& to 
1DYl6tlgate IIUCb • pwslb01t,. n wu not 
ywy farfetcbed to usume t.bat BubJ had 
.killed Oswald 1n order to-attenoe him. par
steullll'ly alnoe Ruby wu a peraon who bad 
~IU&Cta with organ!nld crime. 'lbe poasi• 
blllty.,.. edb,r.need becaua ltiobert EeD
-aedy 1111 Attarlley Oemal 1184 declared WU' 
.GlltbellDdenn:ldd.. 

Tb«efore, OD ODe Of 111J lbwt trips tlO Dal• 
11111.-~ Y2stted Bal>bl snwetman on an Ulf'l7rmal 
llula. We bed become Mencia the J)J"ffloUB 
-.um.mer on• lltlltly ~ te Jmeel. All one 
frtel:1d to ~. I told R&!,bt Bltl"ennall 
U..t I r.,oogulad Chat what wee llatd In Use 
tntima.cy or h1s conversations wtth bk con
sregant WU prlnlapcl, blll I -wondered. 
Whether or not Ile~ &DJ question about 
.., edatence of. -poe.ftlle c,omp11"1e)'. fJllftr
..-n - ,mequtYOClll In 1111 ~: •hdt 
Jmb:, la llba:>lutlelJ 1llDoeent of any eon-
apiracJ ." ' • • 

I asked 'Rabbi 8Unrmllll U lte Wll!I eerta1n 
41 Gm. "'Wlt.boUt a doUbt," be Nplled. Al• 

.,._ am,, -- .., -- Jllll9IID .. De 
1'al14. I De"ftrlb .... .,.... tome adlllUOD&.l 
CIDrl'ObOrMloD --,DDCS ............. .,, 
lb• Wann 0amm1N1on Tbt 1DOSt OIWto• 
poulblllty ... • polnr-pll.. ell' U~. 
enmlllatlon. • 

1Dlldl tbt werrn OammlalSon, ,,. bad 
alrNdJ bad • 11111,Jor Clel»t.. about tbe - or 
•-polnn,ph. I bad up1 !~ to 111.1 ooD-,uea 
lily OW'D awrplclom G19' lbert mi,tit baft 
been • oonaptn,c:,. Par umtance, the "lllnp
bullet tbeazr--wtllc!I bu been CIOffOboraRld 
b,- the Bome ~tnatton Oommlttee- -
srew out of 11n attempt on 'Dl1 pan to pron 
'llbat t.bere wu more than one rumn,.n. 
Bvt!Dtually, ~ ana!Jlltna all of the ni
Genoe, I d~ Ultt Indeed tllere was 
'OnlJ one gunman and U&at that ,unman 
... Lee Ba"9)' On-ald. The medical upert.s 
of the Bouae ANIR11ll~OD Committee ... 
weu ea an lndependezit panel Of mecllcal a
perts ■elected b7 Attorney General BamH7 
Clt,rk 1n 1988 ~D4 an. lndependent panel ■e
lected by Ult Bockeftller Oomm1a&1on In 
un, oorro'borated the feet that an of t.be 
lbota t.bat ■truck PralGent Kennedy and 
Governor OoDDallJ oama tram behlnd. The 
Bouae commlttee oon-oborated the conclu
tlon of the Warren Oommlaslozi lb&& the 
bUllet Ul.at ltnlck Governor ·Connally nnt 
pused tbrougb Pnmden\ Eennedy'a neck, 

Another ena t wu ocmoerne4 about wu 
possible lcnowledge of oonsptrac;y or blvolve
ment 1D • complracJ of Mar1Da Onrald, t.be 
&DIUIIJ1n'I 1t1dow, and .Jeck Ruby. I wanted 
both to undergo polJ'irr.ph teat.a, and I 
'Started With Martna. 

In e written memorandum, I polnted out 
anne lneonatatenctes ID tnter,tewa Y1tb Ma

_zt,na 111th t.be P.B.1. lllld I alao ltaW that a 
substantial portfoll et her testimony wu not 
subject to O!"dln&r7 119n of en,diblllty be
cause 1t concerned their life topther In 
1tu1B1a. I al.lo a!G lbat If ander a poly
lml)b mmlMtton It WU to be IG:lowll lbat 
"'Me.rlDt bad DOt ~ trathfal In ber -
tamony, ft could tmow an ent.trely ne,, Dgbt 
an upec:la of Ulll lDNSttptloD. • , 

.A -majalrtty ot tile aid ISoed up- apJmt 
me. One JMmlJer andertoolc ~ to 
prove tbe 11m1tatlaDI .r - llllllt anG to 
prove that om OOU1d mt l>Un4Jy rely -upoll 
tut rwulta. ID~. I t4mltied 1:bat \be 
polygraph tiat bad Um!~, but I argued 
&bat In W'fl9 part a,<a ~Dded Upo1!. ~ 
qmJUlcattom and competency of 1:be po!J
sr&Ph e:D1Db:18r. AHbo'llgb a lle-deteetor teat 
.ma:, not be .,m,-u,1t 1n a coart or IMF, we 
1Nft not In a lepl promed1ng but ratller we 
,ere~--~.11D41 
1D'pd um we we the polygraph u 1111 an. 
ft.Stlpttve aid. _Qllef ,1mt1ce Wa.rren Died 
wttb the matorttJ of tile std, tiDd m, .,._ 
quest-...dmd84.. • 

Once pie eomm1alon bad dedded ega1mt 
utng '° pol,rraph for lhrlnt -0B'n1d. l 
knew there wu no poulbWty that tile com
mt.Ion would eomtder ll8ll1Dg ~ .1Klt 
bbJ' undergo a~ test. TberefDnl, 
t decided to 1ak.e matters Into my own hlmda. 

-Without Uie knO'til~ of artef 3ustlce 
Warren or ·e.n,'O'De ellle ccmnect.ed wtth the 
Warren OOmmls.don, t approa.ched Babb! 
BUverman dlrecttJ. I 1101d him Ulat even 
Ulougb he .., colfflnced --that BubJ wu 
u,t ln~.ed In a eonsptrecy tn tbe uau
lllnttion, 1be 'WOl'\d WOUld u.msr be «m• . 
'1need unl- :auby took a pol)'grapb nafii. 
inatlOIL I alllO IDld Ja1m that 1he Warren 
ODn:!Ddakm would aenr eu B.ubT to sab
lDlt to ane and U.t the oDlr way tll!B eauld. 
lie acoomplllbecl would lie to h&ft ltubJ 
ldmall!t llll&b uaat nqaest er 1be wamm 
Oommkaloo 

Babb1 BfJ'9erman, of cxmnie, had a maJar 
cne~ On '-be cme band, BubJ' wu tep
neenW b,- legal ootmHt lltld ti WU up lo 
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a. la'W'fll'I 1o dlcld• wbltbtr or Dot Jloclt 
11Ub1 wouJd wbmJt lo tlat test. Tt. tllt 
eould undermine I.ht 1tpl defeme of tempo
lVJ mu.n1t,-. OD tbe ol.ber b&Dd, Babb! IW• 
nrman wu abloluttlJ oon11noec1 Uiat :Bub7 
wu tnnocent Of any OODlplraeJ, and be rec• 
ogD18eC1 that a pol:,rraph namJ.natlon wouJd 
bt a major mp ln oonnnc111i the people of 
.Dallaa. . 

In April 1964, Rabbi aunrman dlacuaaed 
hla dilemma With me. My po&itlon wu 'ft?)' 
almple: Ruby had alread7 been convlcwd ot 
mW'11er. The lltuatlon oou.ld not be much 
worae. surely, 11 he wu mnocent of any oon• 
11pln.cy, be abould oome forward and volun• 
teer to take the test.· 

Plnally, Rabbi SllvermAD agreed to try to 
penuade Jack Rub7 to ult for the test to 
coincide wtth bla testimony before the War• 
ren Commiaalon. 

0D June '1, 1964, Jt&r1 Warren and GertJd 
Jl'ord went to the Dallu County Jall to ln• 
terrogate Jack Ruby. At the beg1nn1ng of 
Ruby's teetlmony, he aa1d, "Without a lie•· 
det.ector test on my testimony, my verbal 
atatementa to you, how do rou know 11 I am 
telling the truth?" 

B1a attorney lnterrupted h1m and 118.!d, 
"Don't worry about that. hclt." .But Ruby 
wu not to be denied, and he continued, "I 
would like to be able to. ,et· a lie-detector 
test or truth 11erum of what motivated me 
to do what I did at that partlcUlar time ..•. 
Now, Mr. Warren, I don't know 1f rou got 
any confidence ln the lie-detector test and 
the troth serum and ao on." 

Chief Juatloe Warren replied, "I oe.n•t tell 
you Juat how much confidence I have 1n 
lt, because lt depends 10 much on who la 
tiaklng It, and 110 forth. But I wW aay th1I 
to you, that If :,ou and ')'OW' oounael want 
any ltind Of test, I W1ll arrange 1t for ,-OU, I 
would be glad to do that, 11 you want tt. I 
wouldn't suggest a lie-diet.ec:tor test to testify 
the truth. We W11l treat :,ou Just the aame 
u we do any other wttnellg, but it :,ou want 
iruch a test, I WW arrange for tt." 

And Ruby replied, "I do want It." 
ltuby then described to Chief Juatloe War• 

ren h1s actions dU?'ing the weekend of the 
usasstnatlon, which culmlnated ln b1a k111• 
Ing Lee Harvey OBwald. Just u he had told 
Rabbl. HWel Sllverman about watchlng the 
eulogy 1'y a rabbi on televllion on Saturday 
momlng, Nov, 23, ltuby told Chief Justice 
Warren: 

"Be went &bead and eulogized that here 
la a man t.hat fought 1n every battle, went 
to eve!')' country, and had to come back to 
h1a own .country to be &bot 1n the bac1t." and 
Ruby started crying. After regam1ng h1I com• 
J)OIIW'e, be continued and told about reaAllng 
a letter to Caroline on SUnday mornlng 1n 
the nn'Bpaper. "And alongside tba.t letter 
on the same lheet of paper wu a m:na1l com• 
ment ln the newspaper that, I don't know 
bow t.t was st&ted, that Mrs. Kennedy may 
have to come back for the tr1&l of Lee Bar• 
'ffl'Y OsweJd. That caUlled me to go like I did. 
I don't know, Cblef .Justice, but I got 110 car• 
ried away. And I remember prior to that 
thought that there hu :never been another 
thought ln my mind; I WU never m.allcloull 
toward this pe:raon. No one else .requested me 
to do &nythln11:. I never • spoke to anyone 
&bout att.emptl.ng to do an,-tb.lng. No sub
'ftl'BJve organtzation pve sne any Idea. No 
1Ulclerworld person made any dort to 0011• 
tact me. It au happened that SUnday morn. 
mg .. 

"'The last thing I read W118 that Mrs. Ken• 
nedy may have to come bac1t to Dallu tor 
tr1a1 for 1- Haney OIIWald, and I don't 
know What bUg l'Ot &hold of me. I don't 
know what It ta .. but rm going to tell the 
truth won1 for·WOJ'd." 

• Ruby then went Into 110me detan abciut 
bow he happenel1 to be at the acene. After 
te1l1ng about how he had gone down the 
nrnp 1nto the police _at&t.lon buement. BubJ 

-.14. -rou wouldn"t a.a ... •Olllh tame to A. Ito. 
ha.,. &DJ oonaptracJ .... I lft1la It II a_,._ Q. Did JOU ahoo\ Onald Ill clNler to lllmot 
rtble thl.nl Iba.,. done. &D4 lt wu a swpld 11.1m, 
lbbll, but I just wu oarr1ecl an1 emotkm\. A. Ko. 
au,-, do 10\I follow thatt" Q. 11 nwytb1ng 10U told tbe W&rr911 Com• 

Cblef ~oe Warren replied, "T•; I Clo DlJNlon the enura IZ'\ltllt 
ln4eed., e't'V)' ,rorcS " A. Yea. 

aubr then oontlnued, "I had the sun tn Q. Did an,- fore11n 111.ftuenoe oaUBe :,ou to 
lll1 rfeht. hip pocltet, and 1mpUlllvely, If \bat lboot Oswald? 
ta a oorrect word bere. I 1aw him, and that A. No. 
11 au I Dall aay. I didn't care Wb&t happened Q. Did :,ou &hoot Oewald because ot any 
to me. r th1n1t I UNC1 the worcll, •You kllled lnftuence oft.be underworld? 
my President. J'OU rat.• Tbe next tb1ng, I .A. No. 
wu down on tbe aoor-•. Q. Dies :,ou aboot Oswald ln order to •ve 

.. n the woraa 01 auby, •1 wanted to abow Mra. ltennedy the ordeal ot a t:nal? 
my love tor our faith, belng ot Jewiab faith, AQ •. Y~d ""'U know the Tippit that ·wu 
and I nffer UMd t.he term, and I don't want J-

to go lnto t.ba~uclclenly the feeling, t.be kWed? 
emotional feeling ca.me WIUll.n me tha.t 10me- A. No. 
-one owed tl1ll debt t.o our lileloved Prea1dent In 1976 there wu a reblrt.b of interest 1n 
to nve her the ordeal of oommlng back. I the 'IIP'hole question of President Kennedy'• 
don't know why \hat c:&me through my unaalnatlon. A majority ot the American 
mtnd." · people, .It appeared, clid not believe 1n the 

Al a matter of fact, alt.bough Ruby told conclualona ot the Warren Commission, and 
Chief Juauce Warren tb&t be clidn't "want to 1n November of that year I called for Con
go lnto that," and &It.hough Ruby wu not gresa to reopen the investigation of the aesu
pa.rtlcula.rly religious, Rabbi Silverman 1n a 11n&tion. I aaid that any thorough, objective 
oonveraatlon With me recent.17 aid that when 1nvestig&tion 'WOUld reach the aame conclu
he ftrst asked Ruby to tell him what hap• ■Ion u the W■.rren Oommia&lon, that Lee 
pened, Ruby replied, "I did lt for the Jeq of Haney Oswald wu the lone gunman who 
America." kllled President Kennedy and omcer Tippit. 

In hia testimony before Chief Justice War• I believe that a conftrmatlon of this finding 
ren and Gerald Foret, Ruby added one more would contribute to renewed confidence and 
facet to b1a atory: "A fellow whom I ■ort of 'trust 1n government, and I &210 believed tba.t 
ldoll.zed. ·ta of the Ct.thollc faith and & gam• lt WOUid Wuatrate the processes b7 which 
bier. Na.tur.Uy, 1n my bminess you meet the American public at times can be mlaled 
people of vartoua bacltgrounde. by aena&tlonaltsm, dema.gogy and dellber&te 

"And the thought ca.me, we were very cloee, mLBrepresentatlon ot the overall record. Vir• 
and I always thought a lot or hJ.m. and I tually all of the Warren Oommil!alon critica 
~ that Kennedy, being Catholic, I knew h&ve U9ed IUCh techniques, and I thougbt 
bow heartbroken be W'all, and even b1a pie• npos1ng them to the public oould be one 
tur&-of tb1a Mr. McWllll~ed acroea of the mOBt 1mp0rt&Dt nsulta of the Oon· 
me, bec&uae I h&ve a great fonctnesa for blm. .gressl.oneJ n,opentng of the Wim-en Oomm.1&-

"All t.b&t blended 1nto the thing ~t. lllte 110n lnvestlptlon. 
a ■crewbe.11, the way lt turned out, th&t I At that time, I alao aid tlla.t an obJectlYe, 
t.boUgbt I would aacr111.oe myself for the few thorough 1nvestlgatlon 'WOUld d1.Bcloee that 
momenta of aav1n& Mrs. E:ennedy the d1a- Jaclt auby wu Innocent ot any conspt.raey. 
oom.forture or oom1ng back to rla.1." I believed that beca.uae ot my dlaeusal.ona 

Wa:rren aa1ted :Ruby Wbether or not he WIU:I Ba.bbl suverman; c,oupled With Ruby'■ 
knew Otnva.lcl. :Ruby replied, "No." testl.mony, the abeenoe of any direct evidence 

Ruby wu Ulted whet.bes- or ~ot he knew lin1t1ng Ruby Wlt.h a 1'0Jllplracy, the results 
Dallaa Police omcer J. D. Tippit, wbo wu ot the polygr.pb uamtnatton, and bec&WMI 
murdered U minutes after the usaaa1nat1.on of one other factor, a happenstance, thAt 
by Ollwald. Ruby ll&id there were three Tip- changed the course o! b.l.storf. 
pita on the force, but the one he knew was • Oswald waa ■chedu.led to be transferred 
not the one wbo wu murdered on Nov. 22. from the city Ja1l at the police stat1cm to 
Ruby ma.tnt.a.tned, "I emu Innocent regard· the county Ja.1111everai bloclta down the street 
lng any oonapl.nlcy u any of JOU gentlemen at appronme.tely 10 &.m. on Sunday, Nov. :K. 
1n t.he room, aDd I don't want a.nytblng to be Before the ecbeduled tra.nster. be wu to 
run over llght.ly." undergo the third of a lerles or tntem>gatl.ona 

S1J: weelta later, on July 18, li>M, the War- by Capt. wm Fritz, the head of the homicide 
ren Comm1saian ~e arra.ngementa to have lleCtlon of the Dallaa Police Department and 
Rub7's test1moi;i~ taken before a court re- representa.t1ves of tbe Becret Bervice and the 
porter while --~J' wu unclergotng a lie- p .B.I. 
det.ector '99t.1f,e man adm1n1ster1ng the t.eet If no one else had Joined the group.Oswald 
WU one ot ~lest ln the fleld, P .B.I. pol;,• would ha.ve been tran.aterred on schedule, 
p-aph opera\4'i"·Bell P. Berncton. • long before Jack B:uby ever got downtown. 
• .At the 'Nil? lut minute, R.uby'1 chief ooun• However, another penon entered the Inter• 

Bel, Clayton Powler, tried to lltop the teat. Be rogatlon room Sunday mornJ.ng. Be wu 
told Arlen· Specter. the representative trom P.osta.l Inspector Ra.rry D. Holmes, and he 
the Warren Commis61on, tha.t Ruby bad had helped tb.e P.B.I. trace the mone7 order 
cba.nged h18 mlnd. But ~pecter was not to be that Oswald used to purchase the rtfte wtt.h 
denied and had the mun reporter llt&rt Wblch he kllled President Kennecly. Hol.me& 
tranacrlbing what wu talt1ng place. Belue• bad also helped t.be p .B.I trace the owner• 
ta.ntly, Powler adml.tted, "lie aays he's golng &b.J.p or the po&t-omce bolt that the r111e (&net 
to take th1e test regardleu of th1s lawyers. the p1sto1 tha.t Oswald usect to kW omcer 
anct he says. 'By God. rm gotng to t.alte the Tlpplt) waa llhlpped to. 
test.'" • When I took Inspector Bolmes'a testtmonr, 

What clid the t.est show? Acc:ord1ng to the J ASlted blm: "Just what was t.be OCCMiOD 
test result.a, Ruby's testimony before the or :,our Joining th1e interroea,tion? Bow did 
Warren Comm!aslon was the truth. Alllo, ac• ha; be th 
oordl.ng to the test "'5\llta, Jtuby answered J~u ppen to ere?" 
the following questions truthfully: Holmes :repllecl: "I bad been 1n and out 

Q. Did :,ou know Ollwald before Nov. 22. of capta.J.n 'Prltz'a omce on numero'llB oc-
l963? - caalons during t.b.1a two-6n.d-a-blllf-d.a.y 

A. No. period. 
Q. Did JOU ualst Oswald In the aesseslna- _NQn tbJa morning I had no appointment. 

tlon? I actually started to church With my Wi!e. 
A. No: . I got to church ancl I 111.1d, 'You get out. I am 
Q. Between the usasqf.nation and the going down a.net aee If I ca.n do • aometbing 

~ttng, did anybody JOU. know tell you i.be7 • for Captain Pritz. l 1maglne he 1a aa &1eep7 
knew Oewa14? '- aa I am.• 

i, 
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°'llo 1 4ron IUr'lcUJ CID dowD to U.. poDot fWI' ftq'llllt ID ....-, Ill a~ ..... 
allllUall and walad lll,•ud - I dl4. Olptain ~ MlUMr .. pna ..... almb4D er ... 
Prtt& mouoned lo me and •Id. 'We .,. aamlnet are,.._-. Jlow9ftr, I woall 111 

. ,.ttl.D& Nady to ban a lut lDterroptaoa wry bappy to c,aam 10 ~IO.,.._ 
wtlb 0nllld INltOf9 ft t:nnarer bhll co aie ·111 an open public bMrlDS ....,_. J"ftl' eD\1n 
00Wlty J&ll. Would,_ .... to Jobl ,..,. eammm.e. I ....... llbM IMl'9 II a -Jor 

"1 NJd. 'l WO\lld.' " • oontrtbuUon t.bat 1 can IDllk9 tiecame or my 
An.r Ollpt&tll ft1t&, ·111e NprNent&tln d ~und ud expe, ...... (Ill~ I am 

tbe Secret Service, and al90 an PJU. -,.mt Daturally dlaappoln"4 t.b.M I ... DO\ aalled 
,mo wu preeent., 11.D.labed their lnt.erroptklD -.rtler Wbe1l I INllleft I tlO\dd ban made an 
or Os,n,lc1, 0apt&l.n Prlt& tum~ to bla rrtend. nm greater tmpMt lNlfore J'W!' tn•NUp
Poltal lnapect.or llolmw and ealted Wbetber llOD WU 1Ubl1&Dualy oompl.wcl) ... 
or not Holmes wantec1 to lDterroga.te Onrald. 'l'be commit• staff wu Ml&mallt ID tt• 
Wblle tbe mvlte.tlob from Olpt&ID l"rlt& ,ru pocltlon. Tbey Nlc1 tbere ,,.. Dot enough 
b1ghly unusua.l, Bol- Jumped at tbe op- itme _far me to appear before the commttt.ee, 
portunlty, and the lDtenop,tlon eontl.Dued and they alBO NfU9ed 110 ba'ft my public 
for another ba2f bOQr or more. bftrtnp otber \ban ~ .Ulat were per-

Ruby lbot OSWald appromnately five mm• eonally orchestrated by \be lllaft. 'PlDallJ, _lll 
utes after he, Ruby, left \be Western Ull1on an effort to break \be logjam, t agreed to 
office. Had Impec1lor Hol!QIS oonttnued Oil to appear before tbe st.a, _rather tban the 
ehurch wtth bla ...Ue that monrtng and not eommtttee ttaelf, aa lotig u tt waa an open 
•t the lut m1Dute Jo!.ned tbe tDterrogatton laet,rlng. However, trom tlntband expertence 
aesalOll with Oswald, the length of lDterrop- With the Warren Oommmlon and Boeke• 
tton would baff been lbortened by more feller 0omm111stcm. I lcnc:nr (and .avuecs tbe 
than half an bDUr . .:Jack Ruby would never mernben of tbe eommlttee) that tm pepolf~ • 
bave bad tbe opportunity to 1tlll OIWald.. ttona or testlmODJ of W1tne- were oom-

ln early lune 19'19, wben I ftMl for tile mtttee membens are Dot pneent d0e11 DOt 
~ time tbat the Houae Commlttee ~ baff nearly the Impact that wt1mony be
was aueft1D& that ttuby may have beeD m. fore the committee ltlelr cloea. Bl&ltey n
•olved lD a CODllp1racy. and that Buby'a law- fused 'to allow membera of Cle preu to be 
,ers "'concoct.ed" h1a c1a1m tbat :be Ahot pruent at a atair meet.1.Dg; t.bere.fore, I 4111 
01walc1 1n order to an J,lra. Kennedy the DOt appear. 
ordeal of com!Dg bl.ck to D&J.1&I. I Imme- AasasalnaUon eenaat.lonallsta were permlt
dlately wrote Cha1nn&n Lowa Stole• or the tel1 to testify before tbe oommlttee and were 
Bouae Select Oommlttee CID Areelnat:tona. included lD t.be 11.mlt.ed puJ»Uc bearulp, 
la I had done on prenoua occulom going where they made t.be1r .m&DJ falae cl&lma. 
back to M&rcb 9, 197'1, I ukecl tor an oppor- But t.be oommlttee never pve me • oor
sunlty to appear before the Houae Select nspon<UDg oppommity, altbOugh 1n recent 
Committee 1D a puhllc aesaion. Oha1rmaD ,ears I have been called ibe llMUDg de
Bkllte& DeVer N,pUed '° my t.Dl,ttal letter. I fender of tile WVren O>mrn!NIOD Beport. l 
wrote h1m and t.be ot.hw memben ot the - know that tbere - lll&DJ ~ where I 
oommittee on Kov. 12, 1977, and J received a ooulc1 have made • m&Jor .oon1rllKltlon to 
reply from B,epreaentattve B1chard8on Preyer, t.be oomm1ttee 1f I bad bad '-be 0pp01 tantty 
oblJnDt.D of the a,,boommlttee deal1Dg wttb to appear, part1cult.rly NC&U. of my- Wllque 
the eeemnatton or PremdeDt l!Cennec1y. Oan· poaltlon aa tile only pm 1D Ule world wbo 
sr-man Preyer Wl'Ote: "Bob Blakey and I ,ened with ibe WIIITID OommtM!on ,rbo 
haft dJacmaed J'DU1' appea1'IIZl09 before the a1aO eerved with tile BockillfeUer O>mrnl..,,... 
oommittee and be alB1D9 me \bat be plaDI and - everythbtg 1D the mes ot tile C.l.A. 
to lDTlte JOU.• - conceml.ng ~ ~ al President 

PJnallJ, lll hl7 ma.• eommtttee at,.tr ~~n my uperier- lD ao ol 1:be 
IIIUlllber requested u.t I come to -.VaalrtDI· most widely publ.lctwt .,.,..,,.,i-,om or tb1a 
ton w appear, Dot before Cbe committee but ...... -. tt II my arm «m11ction t.bat c,u 
before memberaot tbe 'staff ID a doled bev- --1 

mg. I haft Md long a:pertence wttb clOlled el the ~tea dADpn to _oar tNedom II 
lleertnp. gotng back to my IIIIJ'Vlce u coumel aceat•e Mc:rtCJ' and u» ll&rm tt doe& to 
lo t.be Warren 0omm1w1on 1n 19M and tn Ult 11'1t&l cbec:k-and-balanoe -,slem of • 
_._ ---- ..,___._ of ... -~ ... n democratic aociety. Tbe ,ray Oongrl!llllloml 1., .. u e ....... uwn, U&n,,, .... r tbe ....,.,.., ... e er ~ work "tOday OOIDP"'JDde the p!'Oblem. 

Oommlaslon Uffllllttpttng "the C.I.A. I felt It 
wu a ml.stake for \be wvren oommtmdon to These llt&lfs, lD t.be words or James Bat.on, 

baft become Wle "btddeD leglalaturea," op
bolc1 au of tts hesrtngB tn aecret, anc1 I 1p1-- eating ben•tai the .urr- OOl1dUcUng ID• 
efflcally requested that the Rockefeller Oom• ftltlgat!om bj'uae •- ai Cid on behalf 
mission ~d open meetlngs when c1Uld.ftec1 •ot, elected-rwentattv• ~o themeel'ffl!I 
matters were not unc1er d1acUlslon. Unfor- - Clo not h&,e enough Ume to perform the 
tunately, my request 'WU turned down by a ,;on 'Ibr.ttatr JDembera feed questtom to 
ma)or1ty of tbe members ot that commURlll'Jll. t.be repft!llntatna, wrtte repona lll Che 
LDce the membera of the Warren Commlsslon, JWDe at -cbe repreaentatlffa, and leed f.be 
\bey wanted nerythmg 110 be contamec1 1D elected' repneen'tattft!S of tbe peop1e down 
one 1lnal report ~er than released plece.:- a prtmroee path untn It ta t.oo l1t.te tor the 
meal. representatlvm to do &nytbmg. 

I reviewed tb1s by telephone w1tb tbe staff The Home-Select Qomm!tt:ee on Amass1-
of the Home commtttee and .th.en wrote a 11.stlona la • mtcl"0006Z!1 of capttoJ mu. I 
letter, with copies to each member of the mow that tbe report of the Bouse Select 
oommlttee, lll W'b1ch 1 decllned to appear lD a Oommlttee on ltSP11•dm1ttona wtll DOt atanc1 
acret eession. tll that letter, I concluded: the --test of b!BtOrJ'. Wben people examine 
"'I happen to be.Ve a deep pblloeopb1cal con- filch ta.111.U'III ae the abllence at any testimony 
't'1ctlon of the need for more opennesi; 1n gov- from Rabbi suverinan, -the f&llure to consider 
emment and part1C1llat'ly the opJ,Ortumty eie b&ppenstanoe or Post&l Inspector Boline'a 

. / tor a tree press to report on tbe ac:ttvttles of amesiD.g church that fateful Bunclay morntng, 
cmernment Wbefever poestble. aid 1111 of the- oCber tnadequaclee that wtll 

"'I do Dot necessarlly believe that every oome to Ugbt, Che fe(1J of Ole 11Nltlm1llion
lltngle one of J011f beartnge llb01l1c1 have been dollar ll'\lpe?'lleCI' te'f'l!Bt1gatloo Ylll become 
o:pen to 1.1le pub11c, but t belleve tbVe 11 clear to all. 
much over the put year anc1 a ba1f that COUl4 Tb1s report should stamt as a ·perpetual 
have been. Pi:>r me now to appear lD a NCret monument to the tinderbox oombl.Datlon of 
-be&rlDg would be to gift support to a comae ucemil-.e powens or Oongnm1ona1 sta!fa. 
or IICtkm 1:h&t I beneft 110 be umound aDd oombl.n.ed . wttb the ucemtve daZlgen of 
ap!.DBt tbe belt lllteresta f1f tbe people In a ultrasecret lDvestlgatlone. 
tree IIOClety. Only thMUgh • "1bra.Dt tree • press can 

-rllenlfan, I mat 1wpect.ruDJ 4ecllDe 1beee danpr8 be °"rcome. And 12191 ml21t 

Ill CMD,._ tr Ilda....., ••• - IMI. 
ID Cllai decM"1J Wl&b ... Dttt aal JINb
llml IICIJII ear -IIJ o,w -. aen IO 
,-nllDdbefanll. 

l:DJTa, 

ODanu.t.w8caooL. 
ffMOI. 11.Y .. ,1.i, ... ,,,,_ 

NN }'o,11: Nmea JfaguiM, 
,,_ 'FCll"k, ,,,.,., • 

l>IM Im: l>a'fld JIIUD'I piece (-rbe 0Ue 
Ap.tDI\ Oonl,ptrt.CF,• 'l/ll/T9) la out of 
Oarroll'I AHee ta W0914erl4md. As the lted 
Queen, .be bellffel In 'ftlrdlct Mfore en
Oenee; be "111:Dew" t.be Seleet. Commltwe on 
ANUa!natlona wu wrong about a •cone! 
rumnan shooting a\ Prealdent 1te:n.nec1y 
• l,efr,re be read the <>ommtttle'I 1'\nal Report. 
Tbcae blt.erelted ID Ute truth ChoUld reac1 
the Report. Mr. Belln'I piece 1'11iect8 _preJ• 
11dlee and Hr1~1y mnlead3 through balf
tnrtm and falee natemente. 

ft'st, Mr. Belln ■uggesta that the 0ommtt
tee•1 ~lng ,ru i,ued "almoat 90lel:,'' on 
&co119tlC t.elltlng, yet be dote llOt renew the 
addttkmcll cndence. On 'the other hano.. 
Wben he obeerves that the ph711leal evidence 
(otber than .tm acoustical) points to a llhl
,ie gumna.n-tt does not negate a eecond 
runman-he aete out tlddltlonal ~ony. 
Kr. Belin, therefore, preaent& • d1stortec1 
p!etare. In fact, a policeman, a Secret Serv
ice -,mt, a Jtorean War veteran (over nose 
beal! the th1rc1 llbot wu llrec1) , among otb
en, Did they beard tm knoll ahot. ot.bere 
•• smoke. (Modern guns do emit wllite 
paea.) Pootprtntl -were -al9o fomld behind 
the knoll fence, and a policemim accoeted, 
but releuec1 an 1nd1vtdual beb.tnd tbe fence, 
1'1lo Identified b!maelf • a Secret Servtce 
agent, e9en tbough :no agmrt.e acknow1edged 
haVUJg been there. 

l!leccmd, Mr. BellD m1ttally qmllltlans: -«1l.y 
no cartridge case, ?f only one mot ts fired, 
~cue neec1 be ejected. Wh7 only one abot, 
Onrald'11 th1rd abot btt the P,restdent'e bead 
.'I of a eecon.c1 an.er the ncond £'Ulllil&Il fired. 
Obviously, the lcnoll i,mman thought be 
bed kllled J!tenn~. Why tire aga.!n? \Vby 
no motorcycle .eoundl cm the tape -or tbe 
race to Pan:mnd' They are, m tact. present. 
Why no police ldrem btm'd. tmmedl&tely? 
The otl1eer rematDec1 JD the Plaza for a tune. 
Wby a chime, Tbe pollce headquarters 
'9ce1ff1' eoulc1 record IIO'tUldll trcm more 
t.ban one m.llte. The chime waa eteewhere. 
II&-. Belln tbe:n tnll!elltl the mo110rcyole 

·raeu wu eleewbl!re, fllm t.hol2gh the eom
mitiee publlebed photos or. the officer Ill 
Ce Plaza t.n the rtght plaoe at the right tune, 
anc1 the autbelltlclty et t.'be tape ti! est&b
lllbed by other IIC\enttfle mdence, as notec1 
tully tD the Jteport. 

Th1rcl, questioning tbe Oommttt.ee'II n!Jec
uan ot Ruby's suppoeed motl.e: to ave 
Mn. Jtennec1y from bM1.ng to fftum tar • 
trial, Mr. Bel1n auggeeta ltuby was not part 
ot a OIXllpln.cy. Ra.bbl f!U'l'el"ID&D's testi
mony ths.t Ruby told him be htld tolc1 • 
poUcem&n of the mott .. b&tm-e he BaW h1s 
le,1rJ!!r may be ~ without question. 
(Special Agent Sorrela ao toad the Warren 
Oommllllllon.) ID fact, Ruby proba.bly lied 
., hill Jtallbl and ,Agent Borre\£ about ·hie 
vue moth,e. Bm Sll'l'ennatl'a or eorm•11 tes
"UmocJ 16 not Getermln&Uva of Che ult!ma.te 
tasue. "D:le Ocrmmtttee .only found ·tbe.t 
JiLuby'a 19e7 note to 1lts s8C!!IDd la,ryt!'r 11Ug
psta 1;ibat. tbe mottve - lea, not 1ibat St 
wa,s wholly fabt:1catec1 by t.he dnlt lawyer. 
. .Pounh. to undenrri~ 'the motlft ·story, 

Belin po1Dtll to a 19M ~. glnm bJ 
one of tbe PBI'• "abkll&". ·Be ~ not note 
~ Ruby WU di~ u a "'psfcbotlc 
depree.&1-re" anc1 that 1tle PBI. m fact. reoom
menc1ec1 tbe.t the Oornm1N!ot1 Dot !'e!J cm 
the .test, a reooromendstlan the WUTIII 
ComrnieBlon folloWed.. Did Belm fall t;o read 
the warren Report, too? ~ Belin 4kt DOt 
read oar Beport, he aMo did ~ lmOIV &h&t 




