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'DCIRed Cell

A Red Cell Report Number 89 26 October 2002

Couldmsupbownasaﬂoymwwuswon?
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consulted CIA analysts and on 2n eleventh hour gambit Saddam might use to
thwart an invasion, o o
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» Saddam has aiready piayed the puppet master. Before he became president in 1979,
hmmmmmmmmmmmm

What HeMight Hope ToGaln| |
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e Chaimman of the Revolutionary Command Council, 1zzat al-Duri, shoutd be Saddam's
“SECRE]

:?ROH WABHFAX SITE 3B
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“SECRE

to break up any existing coalition while denying the US the objective of regime change. In 3
best case for him, Saddam might even be able to resume formal power at the “behest of

o the Iragi peopie” when the heat eventually subsided.

« Even {f the US refused to bite and moved ahead with invasion plans, Saddam would
probably calculate—carrectly, In our view-—that other states would pressure
Washington to pause and let the UN try to deal with the “new” regime.

« Neighboring Arab leaders might even praise Saddam's statesman-iike move to avert a
potential arisis for them In dealing with the Arab “street"—especially if Seddam
cliimed his departure wouid allow the world to focus on the “real” issue of Israeli
aggression against the Pajestinians. - '

.Aswmwdg\dmmhabothmmalMWImwmm
balance and cause a scramble for influence inside and outside traq. Despite suspicons

of what Saddam was really up to, Kurds and Shia opposition elements might approach
anewlraqlexterocutadeat. |

A resignation might enhance Saddam’s policy of trying to appear forthcoming on UN

inspections. Saddam could calculate a figurehead wouid be even maore effective In selling
the notion that Iraq had nothing to hide, With several years to conceal its programs and
remove evidence from suspect fadiities, the regime stands an excelient chance of fooling

- UNMOVIC and Creating pressure in the UNSC to dismantie the sanctions regime.

« With Inspectors back In Iraq and Saddam on the sidelines, interational support for a
hard line would erode. Over time, a “new” Iraql regime could resume its efforts tO

Mmmmmrmmz '

To undertake a faux resignation, Saddam would need a “successor” strangly committed to
Saddam’s personal safety and the Interest of the family and broader Tt clan. The new
president would need to be willing to serve as a facade behind which Saddam would rule
and to resist efforts to transform the system or marginaiize the 8ath party. A Ssddam
sufrogate would also need credibiity with the security services and the R Guard
and have a8 measure of international standing, especialy among Arabs states,

With these considerations in mind, Saddarn might go one of three ways:

« Dynastic. Saddam'’s preferrad successor I his younger son;, Qusay, whom he has
been grooming for power. Qusay has dosa ties to the sacurity organizations and the
8ath party. He would protect family and clan interests, He Is steeped In the Arzb
tradition of deference to parental authority and has less incentive than ather potential
successors to betray Saddam’s trust, as long as he remeined comfortable In an essatz
role. Qusay would be seen as identical to Ssddem, however, with almost no fig leaf to
cover Saddam's continuing power,

« Constitutional. According to the interim 1970 Constitution as revised, the Vice
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successor. Al-Dyri is a loyal Saddam henchman, having suryived in the position since
1979. His poor heaith and lack of charisma suggest he would not be a threat to

- Saddam., He is, however, 3 sleazy figuré tainted by involvement in WMD .and wouid be

a poor “face” to the outside world,

« Pragmatic. Saddam might tum to Deputy Premier Tariq Azi2 i he thought someone
with greater standing in the outside world woutd complete the ruse. A2i2 Is well known
abroad, having deait with Western and Arab leaders for years, and Is seen as a
relative moderate. As a Christian of some urbanily, Aziz might be the sort of benign
face that can heip make Saddam'’s strategy of tactical retreat work, His fack of a°
power base and age (72) woutd make him easy to manipulate,] |

How R Could Happen | .

If he decided to resign at the eleventh hour, Saddam would in all fkefhood make a major

speech, perhaps to a Bathist conclave, explaining that he was stepping down to save his
. oountrymen and to pramote Arab Interests. He might blame the US, with its impesialist

ambitions and Zionist string-puliers, noting that efforts to oust him violated the collective

will of the [raq people expressed In his "unanimous” reelection i October, He would make _.

a plea to the Arab world to no longer iet a “Yalse™ confrontation with him defiect from
resistance to US and 1sraeli aggression. :

Saddam would avold touching—much less playing—the resignation card until he was
convinced he had no other aiternative. In 1991, he offered to withdraw from Kuwait only
when major coalition military movements were underway, but by then the coalition saw
Saddam’s offer as 3 transparent stalling tactic. This time, support far nst
msmmm:mmmmmw&

_If-Saddam mm’mmm,hmumarmut,wedﬂg&mmm.

- On the eve of 3 resignation Saddam might punge of officials of questionable loyalty
lest anyone suspect he Is goisg soft.

» Saddam and the 1r3q) madia might increasingly portray the struggle with the US
exclusively as a persona) vandetta against Ssddam, helping pave the way for an
accommodation with the new jeader. '

« Saddam might consult with his sons, Bath leaders. Wi t
mmmmm-mm perty & migw

If 2 staged resignation appeared unikely to delay US military action, Saddam could quicidy
:emmﬂnm.mmnmﬁtnnmmWM'm behinda -
grass roots” recall to power. The media would stress thet Saddam, in a last attempx to
avert confiict and protect the Iraqi people, had been willing to step aside, but that even this
magnanimous” gesture would not satisfy the "rapacious” US administration and s allles,
the Israelis and anti-Islamic Arab “lackeys.”

+ Such themes would resonate In the Middle East and could activate the Arab “street” to

vilent protest against any support provided to US forces,. |
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