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¥ Cuban Ai
-Rlo, Hariel Navnl ‘Aly Stau:on, Antoni
,},a.ceo ). Camaguey, o.nd. %’*inidad.

-‘Source is a 23 qur olcl ex-’v.ar:!na wvho a;of'nt the
! .tnrough July 1850 cerving in the Cuban Army end the Cuban Alxy. Force. Ho .2
.‘obuainccl his discharge from the Cuban Air Force in June 1960 nx;d returned >
.10 the UB via Mexico City on 30 Aug 60. . According to: ‘source;’ ljo' hed bean i ;f
.u.nmated by’ the US Marines to.enroll in the Naval Reserve fof[;:er Training
.. Corvs. &t a. US univs.rsity, ¢éven though ho had not finished h:l I;igh-school Y
; eauce.'alon. He reportele 41d-not accept: thig offer because ;hé vas mucb
' poye- interested in Spgc 0.1 Forées type activity , and this'led it8 hist v i
% c:z:c:msion “t0 leave tHe Marine Corps and a short time later to ealist :In 13
.'the Cuban Army ‘He appﬂars “fo be a keen observer .who' has been well -
t*-amed in sms.ll unit mil;ltary tactics. " While sourcé's plans:are in—
;mlw bé shouid be available for further interview during the n\.;t

.
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: .'zeeks (micl-October "November 1960). NS IR A ﬂ :'
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’In Dﬁcembcr 1959 L transferred i’rom ‘the” Po,ratroon Re‘ffim ent of the. Cuba.n‘ ‘f;t

',.,“ s l\:q; %o .the Cuban Air Fonf;e.. While such a transfer mmd bve unuswal in ;
tlibhe US, it was not at all ‘out of the ordinary in Cuba because of the s

* ., chaotic .conditions’ in thé Cuban militery and the shortage of trained’ pilots
3n the Cuban Asr Force. & speut the period December 1959 ‘June 1960 in
‘the Ciban Alr Porce, and ? was stationed at San Julidn Ain Force Dase, : !
fa, “Riner del Rfo Provincepgiring this entive period.: Sem Julien B located:

14

;-‘.

ot
. ;’
:w

i 215-niles east of the smgil port of Ia P and 10 miles north of “the small %
PtY ~g .town ‘of [Ias Martivas. I am not.a licensed pilot, but I had flog:n numerOus g
»i ‘\\ &i‘ﬂ’crai't and had had many hours of uhofficial instruction during’ my touz-

: i.in the ‘U5 Marine Coxps. The cLban Air Force wag so short on qualified

a
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ilotq during wy stay that I was. a.J.J.oued to fl:/ F-lr{ a, L-20 B°av\.r8'- s.nd
*ﬂei’éu..- lis‘nter a;rcraft. RIS ¥
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'Sam Julian. vhile not an cperationn'! than Asw Force B'aoe Suring he perioﬁ “
: I)ec"cbcn 1959 - June 1960, was responsible fou the defense of wesisrn Plnar.
vz 6.31 '\.fo Province, The province was ‘divided by o Jine rumning roughly Bort
.-and ‘South through the -city of Pinar del Kfo. The dcfense of the aree to tre
:~.3t ©F this line was the responsibility of the Havel Air Station at Mryiels:
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Jy ‘_";;' " Host of. the aircraft at San’ Julian up to the time of my depariture were ) S
PoEde “r-elict. The aircraft included throe C-h'j's‘-ttuo 7473 (both inbpe ra.tiv-.,, ‘
- -‘j;,,._.?_-‘ bub one had been £lying during Jenuery-dJune J960 until the brake es locked oxn: £
toa 1 H41ng @nd the aircraft ground-looped); two AP-6's (one oberationel end - .. - .-
. ¢ X

due.to. lack, o£ apares) o

the oi;.xer under repair), and one 1‘-51 {inoperatlonal
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‘," ) f;e’d. h‘.s‘tuo runwa”(a/% ancl 1/19) » botn snven-tbousand. ft lons, ~_.
) :1=o % wide,-end with excellent aspbalt swyface. The base is focated on‘

\ relatively level plain surrounded on the west,.south, end east sldes. £
LJ’ sisnt thorn ‘bushes, One opon hanser erea is located oa' this pase, plhs’

i‘ i Tive-story control tower. Communications equi; ment (VEI‘ e.nd HE’-U‘»I ;83

e :Ioc.;!:ed on the third ﬁoor of tho .control tovor. . ,s . AR *,:- A
%, X ci.v; mn aero'xautical technical achool for rrcchanics 10 z.ocatcd naar t.'f.\o B
‘.‘;':’Jbo». =7 at the center of the base. .Since Febrvary 1950 this school Eerved -
(A28 the. heudquarters for the Rural Police Officers School and as lats as :

¥ ;‘.“Ax.b'-" 31660 the base-bad from 500-»800 rural militia based for training a{;

tn unlié.'n Dincipline and troining.at this school wvere pra.mitlve. The .
“heald of. the school was (end presumsbly still is) e Cant FNU Mata (a.
:Cuton negro)..' He is the ‘ex~adjutant to Argent.me Communiss I’Iaa Ernesto ¢
Che? Guevara: who, "in cddition {0 his othex duties, 1s the Cuban Army G-3 .
i {oh1s? GFCeaining). The driver for- [Gopt lata, end elso his good Fracna, g8
"g on pambd Jose’ "T’elu:lo C'\rcfa.. s Vs
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,-‘ .,m,. ,inc. i egummnnt i» ;;:lﬁihan cquiyment made b/y en unidentified US.

The L‘.a-—CW communicationc e-j,uipment ot “nn Julia/n is o. Btandard UII Am'y "ield

penufecturer, - The VER, set uses crystals, - San Julidn Air Force Base also .
h an"I¥ homing beacon w‘zicr; can be used in conjunction with aiveraft <o %
*acb‘.o cozrasses to howe’on the base. .The keyed sigpal of this beacon wes
- recan‘c.lx changed and I am not sure what the new signal is. -The, only o’che
.y commnicetions equipihent-et this base: is on 19 car phone 8et (a two-way¢ ;

'rad"o siwilnr to US pol:lce rad.ioa) ;, . o, Sglaany f

(:orr'ﬂ\mications between San Julﬂén and. Havane. are intermittenu. . A rou":.ine
- cm:'m'ri cntions - check ‘using the IF-CW i3 made with Davara every half ~hour.

--"o ong'gets e..c:.tecl, however, .4f the check-in is missed beceuse’ of.
% c:mncati(ms Pacilities .2t the base,, Meny tiwes when 'we wanted ﬁoisena
< :a wascage $6 Eavana we hed to relay the message vie the.car phone i the ?

k fown of Cu.sn e, .vhere a laxge HF, antenna is Jocated.: I believe the%cal,‘t &1
ok Quane {3 H~23. Guane, id turn, would relay uhe message ) P1 d,él. Rio
sra 16 was then oransmitted to Hevena, *. .7 <. . :
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£ :‘é‘; §m14. cin}uan airport 1? lpca,ted about one-half mile Outside ‘the cl’cj of ‘
s -2ihay Qel, Rio adjacent to the. milita.ry hcadquarters for the Qrovince. Thisg ‘_
v 21204 Bize one £ive-thousand-Ft acpaal‘é runvay sufflcient for 1light afrcraft.™ |

.

&*’o cféshs cquipdient 1s o.vuilable at.the airport aond the only. ‘cargo bandling s i-.

o m"cnlnery 46 one fork lift: or ‘gbout one thousand lbs capacity,- Utilitiecs, ¥

, bem watér and ‘pover, ‘are- mlinieipally pupplicd and thero are no alternate .73
sou es-o;E' power. Two c:mal angara ore locatcd at this airpoz-t. o .
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\ Ty e s N " I Ve ‘
dir’t strip ves, ‘built adjacent to the military heac".ax.artors bt.il ing,
ouus’c'{e. ; "Pipar del Rio. - This strip was constructed at'the requést of Maj :
Y ”.‘C’-\p!,‘-:,c:;1 > adjutant to'the Commander of . Pinar dsl Rfo Province, Maj 2 :
rmidfio Bacalong, The edjutint wanted to learn to £ly light planes in e

@*&e:r to Travel mora rapidly betveen his heddquarters and. Favana. . The stri
] $mo eztrewely rough, however, and Maj "Pepito® craclked up ‘a Piper Tri-Pace ’
;,- *;hiua- atieopiing to lend. . This dirt £ield was not used after the crash, ;v
o Ehe ﬂ’lgatan acquired a new Tri-Pacer in June 1960, but the aircraft 15
3 b s ut und Zlown, from va Pinar dcl Rio civn, Airport. i
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‘G followlng aircra.i‘t ere 1ocated at this h ses five Hat.ker Sea ‘i‘u.cies b‘
(ﬂ.a only five guch aircreft in the Cuban Naval Air Force)s two IB% Avcngers,~
- cn2 Ceashal 180; & nuaber of Cessna 170's; and. I believe tvo H-19 heli copuera.
) : Feeilities at the Mariel Navel Air Station are <1u:t. te modern ‘but did not % - {\
3 brve the -chance o look they over closely.<I he E
< personnal ot H.ariel were US-trainea,
. cr_m;m tandaxd.s . P A

T




N
.

-
’

.t

Yy
-

P
LI
-

[ P
P
fae ¢
.

»
»

.

., .

. 8 ..
* rt e
. e
-

.
-

L.
.

» .4
%
M’ l
e
ARy

n-,,."*-

~

....‘r.d‘

-
3
4y
& b

’

.
-
-.‘4 -

. . ._ \\"' « v
‘c

‘ 10 :'. L.ec‘:anics frcm Bristol Av-fo.tion 00 visitcd. ILr..el for chout £ive monxha 1:'- SRR
'in early 1960 to change the starting systezs onthe Sea Puries £xom ‘%
c:"ﬂ sive cartridge to electric systeus., I talked to one of the Br’ttish
cchonics before, he left end be'eaid that there had been no vroblcma n
03.11'.{1"1,:, these aircrai't and tl;a‘c the Cuben mechanics at L.ariel had pa.,-
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A L oo Ny
! ’.:; g 1‘ "i'bioral Small Aivi’ic]ds in’ Pinar del Rfo Provmce '-5;‘ o CRe
RN i
Py 13., A o er or sma,ll striﬂs are 8cattored around Pi.nm dcl Bfo, all of uhich*
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chare l'vnt blocked by palm trees laid on the r\mwags. I noticed savéral:
'L:',.'.r-fnumgs in £lying patrols ovex the western region of this province that ona,
’ .'._',~_._ _;, “oT, anouhcr of these emergency fields had been clcared of pala trees 'by o
% . covntei~-ravolutionaries. Whenever it was found that & field hed, belﬁn '
Y cleared.a yetrol would be sent.out to reblock tha £icld? I cenenly -
g X ,.:,--. rtm..‘zzacr the specific location of one such emergency airfield, this ome
‘Cousolacion Gel Norte. This £ield is- -located about 20 niles ea.n. o

3:;, ¢illage of Dimas, and about three miles inland from the coast. X% 1s v
£V iy ‘péar. the Inghx:ay comnecting Dimos with Santa Incia.. The fwld has om
~ grss«-covcrea landing strip ebout <three thousand £+ in length. ,}.‘b normally
- blo.,keq mth psla trces scattered a% aboug SO—yard :mtervalu.,.,
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i }2.‘, To. g ﬂﬂi«ioa jbo “the above-mentionnd emeraency airfields , most of the su@e.r_"
b1 LY contzais have two thousand £t landing astrips for light planes, : I lmow \
“tha} both San CristSbel edd Ssd Jusn y Martfhez have such strips, ALl . ":
w3 "Mco magar éentral fields are dirt strips, bub they can handle aircraft
VE “upito AJ.’-6 size, The chief &ifficulty at these ficlds is the lack of -
‘..‘;.‘.:: ;.c.cilitiﬂs to handle aviation gas,.which usvally is supplicd by -truck and
st trailer, or in wuch less efficient fashion by 55 gallon drums with hand
*‘,'m...m. .Xn addition, the -mein hig;h.:ay between the towms of Cortds end Ins:
';.:,:‘,!‘ zi:r:_na.a can.bg, safely used %o lard aivcraft. up to ebout. the size of an
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@1, L~2Q Jeﬂver. "'his highway, which- is shown on some maps endins' at Guane,

.‘Jf

: E.m 2lly forks geme distance from. Guane and the new i‘om continues on to -

..e, ....J. Cayuco, Ias I»:artinas, and. Cortf-'s. R
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!.3.,_;.::?‘“'1‘5_ Tie 'hi has bne fmall hanrrar ond is o maintemce base for CJV? eircratt..
..' .-510 3ITR0!

e »$ facilit.ues argibeing rebullt but I do not Xnow' vhether the Jo’b
.& 25 ‘bs:en completed or Jugt Waat: changes vere involved.’ The field bas two ;
3 aml:..:..xy stexrting units: fqp ‘CelTts and I believe they have & "plug n" for '~
‘,, F-U7%s. < Ho Jet engine ute.rtlng wnits dre available at Antonio Maceo. .The'.
¥ ;1;’;;-4;35 s’-wi;; is.only ,i’;,y;s j-.housand £t long.. Fover for 'Lhc £ield 18 sum:lied
by’ The =tmm of Sanbiago pqtfan émergency power. source it availahle at'the | <0,
'e*“ﬂcrt “Thig emergendy, power equipment is mainteined contmuowly. > Water ’-“f- < g
>4 sigplled from a laxge ‘tep¥{about 100 thousand gallons. capacity, typical I
r '?...:: Ay f—t;;re conﬂt"uction) z;n@ also fxom & nearby reservoir, An u m*d.ntified o '. 3
,,a ot 1l33a 18,40 cha ge og: thé”a.zr‘oo t. ‘Do Cuban A:my techhicmns ha.ndle allv Lo
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oy 1o &%ey J.b is Soill consiclered to bo a civilian'fie d. I 'bﬂl:lewe 'b?ce
~~‘*2~fz V3 Q) 53!'-33 ‘gtarbing .vnit avallabloe bui to my knowledgs 'ﬁxey have no Je:;’:

_‘3';3;-01? wnl‘; e.v"a v:.on gc.s. LLQ ls.nﬁing mr.!:o is st* 11 .ju.;b s.m thousa,nd £t J.
RS N A --“ “,-. ) ie sl
. 1‘: 1 Tay J6wd ebaunition, bunkers lockted me i

ar ’me tove; e.t Camaguey. Thése Vere "
rete construction, dbout 15 x 15, |
r.t A I vecall, the locks oh both doors ™ -
the dooxrs were closed end padlogked. « I believe a num'be
stored in-these bunkers but 7 .o not beliove any of = i
ina, Approved for Release: 2020/04/21 C06841287sn+ 1-nnhn4mnn;. K

% ~1ca1 U3 Aruy-type bunker °8, 0ll conc
= ;ur}. vh o cothination lock on’ the doo
> hed Beom hroken and
i ‘of ;560 1b bekbs wers’
_i%he.bodbs bad tail g
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