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31 August 1961

MEMORANDUM FOR:  Director of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT: Death Benefits for Deceased Para Dispateh
: Officers Project CYHOPE
REFERENCE: Memorandum for DCI from Acting Chief,
DPD, dated 30 August 1961, samse subject
as above

1. This memorandum is for information only.

2. Referenced memorandum recommends that the Director of
Central Intelligence approve payment to each of the three families of a
benefit not to excead $20, 000, the exact amount to be predicated on the
Air America contract uader which the three individuals were ostensibly
employed. While this Office has no legal objection to these payments,

I belisve there are certain facts which are pertinent in any consideration
of death benefits to be provided.

3. Under the Agency contracts which these three employees
signed, it is provided that the terms of that contract are to govern

urther, the contract provides for death or disability benefits in accord-
ance with the provisions of the Federal Employees' Compensation Act,
In all of the cases at hand, no wives or children are tuvolved and to date
it has not bean disclosed that there are any dependent parents involved.
Were there wives, the liability for benefits would be far in excess of the
proposed maximum of $20, 000. You will recall that in the case of the
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it was necessary for us to establish a trust fund
capitalized at $750, 000 to provide an equivalent of FEC benefits.

The maximum payment under FECA is $525. 00 per month to a widow
continuing as long as she is varemarried and as long as thers are
children under 18. When the children reach 18, the amounts generally
will be reduced.

4. Under the facts in the present cases the Government legally
has no obligation to the families of the three employees other than
accrued salary. Therefors, any death benefits are being paid solely
onthe basis of {  |security considerations and in this regard

| . this Office has no legal ohjection if it is determined to be necessary.
On the other hand, if any of these three men had wives, children or
dependent parents, the amounts oawad by the Government would be

censiderably in excess of the amounts proposed to be paid| = |

6. More careful planning of employment arrangements, having
in mind the problems of payments for death, disability or prisoner status
can contribute sigrificantly to greater security and reduce tremendously

the Agency's administrative burden, and avoid unnecessary outside legal
assistance at considerable cost.
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o FOR: Director of Cemtral Intellfgence

e oieat Lo 10 Dispatch Officers,

1. This monarsadwm oontains in parsgreph 8 o mscomsendati
mmwammmmwmﬁm. : *

- &lsmlﬂ,mmMW&DmW

| At the time of the flight, the alreraft wos engaged
s.n‘mamutu,mm;atgmiummmka
| m-rm[gz_u)mnthmmmmw:&mn

employed 1 October 19%9; John S. Lewis, first emloyed 27 Jemmry 19605
Willisg D. Bevas, firet ewployed 30 Jemumey 196i. Xubenks sod Lewis
mmm,mmmumm,wm..

' The bodies ware flown bagk to the United Btates snd burisl
tock place 21 August. A1l commmicstions, publicity and sEnouncuNents
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‘8. It is accordingly recormended that
at the Director of Central
mm?ngmwmmu&wmmmﬂnu&u
beneft mwamm,ooa,themtmemummm
Wmmwa&mmm;nummﬂeh
the employses were presumed to hétve been loyed,

STANLEY V. BERRLI |
Calonel, UBAF
Acting Chief, DFD-DD/P
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