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DEVIATIONS IN STAIINIST PRACTICE FROM MARXIST DOCTRINE 

lfarl and the Szovietp Union
1 

Within the Soviet bloc, Karl Marx is revered as the guiding spirit. 

The seventieth anniversary of his death, occurring this year, will be ob- 

served throughout the Soviet orbit. Under the banner of Marxism, a uniform 

philosophy of life is taught to the inhabitants of oneesixth of the sure 

face of the earth and his sayings and slogans are quoted again and again. 

But.nothing is more remote from his spirit, from what he really taught 

and strove for, than what is now preached in his name within the Soviet 

orbit. What wears there the mask of his ideals, is in truth the antithesis 

of Marx. It is the very embodiment of what he fought against all his life, 

and, were he now living, of what he would combat as ardently as he denounced 

oppression and exploitation in his day.
' 

I. Instead of Maryism - Relapse into Utopianisn 

Karl Marx is considered the conqueror of utopianism. He taught that 

all socialism before him —~ the socialism of St. Simon, Fourier, Owen, 

Blane, Proudhon, Blanqui - consisted in attempting to bring about a 

rationally conceived ideal, regardless of whether the preconditions for 

its fulfillment were given. This "utopian socialism? could never succeed. 

All attempts for its realization must necessarily degenerate into senseless 

violence and result in the reappearance of still another class society. Ac- 

cording to Marx, socialism can be achieved only if previously "preformed in 

the womb" of the old society, that is, within a highly developed industrial, 

capitalistic economy. It was, therefore, the task of socialists or commu= 

nists (he used the terms with the same meaning at different times) to speed 

up that process as soon as the productive forces of the economy had been 

sufficiently developed, But only then, "Even when society has discovered 

1 . 

nor abolish them by decree." _ 

the natural laws of its development," he says, "it never can skip the phases, 

Russia was a most backward country, not ripe for a socialist revolution. 

Nobody knew that better than Ienin. By coup d'etat he overthrew the Provise 

ional Government of the young Russian Republic, which a few months previous 

y Marx, Keri '3_e2i_-."ApE>roved FBFT2'e|ease; 2025/04/03 002613033
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had overthrown the half feudal regime of the Tsar. Lenin believed then that 
his "putsch" would give 

the 
signal for a proletarian revolution in the more2 

industrialized countries, "If Germany won't follow us, we are lost," he 
said in 1918. The capture of two cities, by a resolute team of professional 
revolutionaries and the help of an aroused soldiery, was presented to the 
world as the historic proletarian revolution of Russia, The first legislan 
tive measures of the Bolshevik Government, as for instance the eight hour 
working day, unemployment insurance, renunciation of colonial privileges, 
were focused on international propaganda. When other countries did not fol— 
low the Bolshevik lead, (because, as in Russia, preconditions for revolution 
were not yet ripe) there remained only one alternatives to strive for 
"socialism in one country” and to choose the way of force. A centralized 
bureaucracy, reviving in many respects, the traditions of Tsarist Russia's 
despotic rule, was supposed to transform a country of primitive peasants 
into the society visualized hy Mhrr as the oulmination of a longfine ‘- 

dustrial development. It was in truth a repudiation of Marx, who had dis~ 
cussed and rejected precisely that alternative. The classic personalties 

2/ in the history of socialism, representing this trend were Francois Baboeuf, 
who lived during the French Revolution (1760~l797), and Marx's contemporary, 
Louis Auguste Blanqui (1805=l88l), who had both advocated enforcing socialism 
under temporary suspension of democratic rights. Marx sharply criticized 
Blanquism. He denied that rule by a clique, which had seized power hy 
coup d'etat and "had arrogated to itself the Zfile of leadership of the 1- working class," could ever achieve socialism, 

The Bolshevik Revolution was directed against the young Russian demo» 
oraoy, which afforded as mnoh political liberty as any other country at 
the time "not against Tsarism, the aristocracy, or the White Guardist 
oounterrevolution, but against the other socialist parties that had 

bee2/ more successful in the struggle for the souls of workers and peasants”. 
I Z E I an-nuvcsvau-|na|a—=a=-=-1::===|<===¢==c1=:;-.1mc=4=;|n==|=|=|a:.¢=na=|n== an 

g/ Marx, too, expected as much as that of a Russian revolution. 3/ About him and his influence, see J. T. Talmon, The Rise*oi_Totalitariap Democracy Boston 1952. 
5/ Karl Marx,9Civi1 War in France, 1876. Rosa Inxemburg had reproached Ienin for relapsing into Blanquism as far back as 1904 (Die None Zeit, l903=04) §_/ Karl Kautsky, Socia];pIJe;mocrao;1v_vs, Cqrgnunisga, New York, 19.46, p. 65. 
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Convocation of a Constitutional Assembly had been one of the Bolshevik 
demehde. The Assembly convened in March l9l8 and, when, contrary to 1enin"e 
expectations it became evident that only a hopeless minority of the deputies 
were Bolshevik, he had the Assembly dispersed by heyonete. This very act 
was the signal for the Civil War which was etarted by the party of the 
Socialistehevolutioneriee. But for that, the generals, 

Zfip 
subsequently 

-

6 led the war, would never had found euffieient following» 
The Comuniet Party as it was subsequently rechamed in 1918, established 

its rule over Russia by demagogio promises of immediate expropriation of land 
and a separate peace, and maintained it by using the Red Army and the Tcheka. 
After the first attempts at socialism had failed completely, (for which the 
rather hal£=heerted foreign intervention was blamed) Ieuin partly reinetated 
a free market economw,_(the New Economic Policy, the HEP), And when later, 
this poliey jeopardized the eentral control of the Soviet Government, Stalin 
proceeded on whet Marx had ealled the Jhoohin way. He instituted formed 
industrialization and collectivieation of egrioulture. He enforced the policy 
of aocuuleting eapitel by lowering living etenderds of laborers and peasants 
to the very limit of endurance. Thus fer, Communist rule continued true to 
its origin as a "Jhoohin=Blanquiet dictatorship” whioh, with mailed fiat, ate 
tempted to put a utopian oomoept into preetiee. 

II-» instead of Me;l91"i?§¥._1l11l@._:.§;\2-Eeel2££etl&;_h1;h°e1:e.% 
When Marx speaks of dictatorship of the poleteriet, he meehe dictator} 

ship of a majority. He regarded the Workers" Counoils of the Paris Commuhek 
of 1871, as e new form of representative demooraoy. In his pamphlet, Stgte 
and Revolution, which wee published before the October Revolution, lenim, 
with Mhrx ae authoritg,reoommended that the Soviets, ("Councils of Workers 
and Peasant Deputies“), formed during the Revolution of 1905 and the 
February Revolution of 1917, be representatives of the revolutionary olaeeee, 
excluding the old ruling olaeeee, Yet Lenin did not abide by hie slogan "All 
power to the Soviets", when other eoeialiet parties had a majority in many 
of the Soviets,

. 

§/ .David Shub, Ienin, A Bioggephg. Garden City, 1948 
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The eleetion prpredure was rigged in such a way that only candidates 
of the 

Communist Party and "partylees" eandidateeg approved by the Party, 
could be 

elected, The Soviets were divested ef all executive pewer and served merely 

as transmission belts for the Gemmrniet Partyn Heneeg one can justly say 

that the name "Soviet Union” is e misnomer, When, in World War II9 the Red 

Army established the eeemallefl “Peeplee" Demeeratitel, the pert 
playtd by 

the Soviets in Russia was assigned to fraudulent cealitiom governments, 
demie 

nated by the loeal Gomuniete. The Russian Cemrnist Party in time lest its 

character of a party in the demoeratie sense, and wee develeped as 
a hierarchiw 

eel power apparatus, By way of its Wtellew, it dire@ts all state institutione, 

mass orgenizatipnsg trade unieneg the allegedly eelfmgeterning 
unien republics, 

autonompus republiee and ehlaete, In all essential metteres the loeal finite, 

established b§/the Soviet Cenetitutiong 
are eentrelled by the eemtrelited 

single party. _ 

Btt things did net step thereo After the Soviets had beaome a front 

for Party domination, the Gemuniet Party itself was traneformed inte 
a mere 

instrument for demination hg'a einglé leafier and e few aeeeriattte 
Ieninle 

slogan, "demoeratie eentraliemly whieh pmrperte that thert eheuld 
he influw 

enoe from the lower ranks upward and from the upper ranks downward, 
has came 

to mean no more than “All pewer tn the Gehtral Committee", The “Fuehrer 

principle" reigns supreme, Whatever poeeihility for free discussion may 

have existed within the higher echtlene hae_raniehed eempletely, 
Fmrmation 

of factions within the Party is branded as e crime Q Wfaetioraliemw. 
The 

Seeret Police actually deminete the Party; ite rank and file have ltst all 

eutenom and initiativeo There is only ene kind of equalit lefts all 

Party members are eubjeet to the arbitrary will of the leadmrg 
precisely 

as in the days of Ivan the Terrible when the meet exalted heyar 
and the 

lewlieet eerf were equal before the will of the Teero The most reeemt Party 

Statute ado ted in November 1952 itlE' refleete the rule of hierarehit 
9 .9 9 

1/ Article 126 of the Censtitutien of l936 declareeg “The Gommuniet 
Party 

is the guiding nucleus of all ergenimatiens ef the werking peeple, 
beth 

public and state.“ 

Q A Q 
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0 ‘g/ 
discipline end the and of autonomous oohtrol. 

To Marx, dictatorship of the proletariat never meant dictatorship of o 

minority party, lot alone of an hhoontrollod “leader”, 

III» Inétead of§1z_@-_w1tn@rmh.o8t§.t@“_@ooth@"§@.~&g%11n/ar1§,.;=ws.:'.@;3=.@; 

Marx wanted sooioty to replooo the state, The existing hureahoraoy, the ' 
standing army, the oourts, the otato polloowwall had to disappear, slhoo they 

all had a vested interest in the old regime and were likely to sabotage the 

new; The necessary government fnhotlons should he performed in the interest 

of society by freely eleotod offloialo, replaooahlo at any time at the will 

of the oonatituenoy. The standing army ohould to supplanted hy a militia 

requiring short time oortloo, and an organization near and friendly to the 
. 19/ 

people should replaoo the State Polioo. “The adlniotratloh should he 

centered at the lowest lovely nearest to the moosoe, and should loath to 

the central government ohl those matters whioh by their nature are common 

to the working people of the yhglg P@pHb1l@aW Marx afivooatofi dooontralizod 

self=govornment and tistallzed the eventual dloappearanoo of the etato as 

an instrument of oooroiom, 

The Soviet Unlomwont the other direction, It oreatod the moot perfect 

tyranny that human history had over known, the totalitarian states surpassing 
0 ll/’ 

by far similar fascist formations. Never hafl man been so ouhjugatod to the 

statoé involving every eopoot of hie life. Hover had thoro been e state whioh 

ao oppressed all spontaneouo ooeooiatlons and loyalties of men, whioh not only 
mannaunn¢:=u=|I:1¢=|:.uau-;a;Q=.=|=Jn=q>|:=|=u<_qaa|;;_-;r.:¢cx:uac\:m|:1¢=:msaacaanancvflzaacna 

§/ See Philip E. Moselys The l9th Party Congress, lh Zg§glgh_Affg;g§, Doomo= 
ber 1952. The Control Committee of the Party, whloh up to l93l exerted 
exclusive control over the membership, lost its influence to the Secret 
Polioo. . 

l

- 

"Llborty consists in transformation of the state from an organ that domie 2/ 
hates society into on organ oubordlnatofi to society.” (letter of Marx to 
a member of the Exooutlto Committee of tho German Sooialmbamooratio Party, 
1875). Engels called the domooratio ropublio "the spooifio form of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat”, (Bio Home Zolt, v. 2l9 1891} 

12/ M1 mm ,orvl1.oy§,;;_1h 18%» 
ll/ ". . , the moot vigorous and the mightiest power of all state powers 

that have hithertv @1¢iBt@d»" §lt..'s%.li.lll§.-;§~$i§l'3i§;§._I§©L.»P.E.%-_l§fil;§€&1l“H3l$_~§°nEll?95 

_ 

in 19390 
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required passive ohodionoo, at did the old type dospotioms, but also domandod 

unooaoing aotivo idontifioation with tho government. 

The soul of this roignmofwtorror is tho Soorot Polioo. It was highly 

developed in Tsarist Russia, and ourvived up to the Fobruary Revolution. 
Under changing namoo, it rules supremo, standing aboto the law, above the 

courts, above tho armyg abovo the Party, rooponoihlo only to the topmost loader, 

Its power has inoroaood with the yoaro, and it now performs eton ooonomio taskss 

administering forced labor oamps and industrial projects, such as the atom power 
plants and the White Sea C1aml., 

Lenin was afraid of the rise of a new buroauoraoy, hut was unable to pro= 

vent it, The rulo, that the income of a oivil servant should not be higher 

than that of a worker, has beeomo oboolotoo A now olaos sooioty has sprthg 

up with a privileged ariotooraoy oompriood of the officials of the ooorot 

polioo, the singlo Partjy, tho government offiooo and tho economic state or1tor== 

prises. The old insignia and tho elovated position of army officers hawo 

been restored, In tho labor field tho fight against Woqualitarionismwg tho 

leveling of wages, led to ootahlishmont of wogo soheduloo with high differentials 

between grades. The abolition of froo oduoatiom in higher educational imstiw 

tutions in 1940“ favorod the formation of o new olite class which roplaooo 

the ruling olasoee of the past, 

This, of oouroo, is never admittod. It is maintaimod, rathor, that the 

first atop toward the now sooiol orders oooialiom, and the olaasloao oooiaty, 
have alraady been achieved. No longer are olasa onomioo at homo blamod for 

all evils; instead, it io now the intrigues of foreign oapitaliota. Tho glare 

ing contradiotion to Marxian dootrino io blamod on oapitaliat onoirolemoht, 

Stalin pretends to aot aooording to dialootio matorialiom when-stepping op 

state power to the utmost and smpproaoio? all forooo of autonomous aooioty, 
J3 in order to make the state wither away, There ooh hardly bo a hotter example 

;g/ "The highest development of otato powor is preparation for the withering 
away of otato power Q this is the Marxist formula. Is this oontradiotory? 
Yes, it is "oontradiotony“. But this contradiction is vital and fully 
reflects Mhrxiat dialoctios." Stalin”a ggg;ggg_tg;flgQfiflgrjggggggggggggg, 
1939 , . , Engelo had oxpeotod "that a now generation of froo and equal 
producers might be in a position to diopooo of the entiro "atate rubbiah°.” 
(Preface to Mhrx“s Q1y1;flgguigM§;§Qgg). Nobody oould possibly oontend 
that Soviet produooro are on that way. 
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of the misuse of dialeotioe,

d IV. Infiiee, 0..e£Wt1:1;erBiehtw2£..the.r.l:Lori1;er,e;to;th@,.EM1.Lli;el<iee£.eH1e,lebor ~= 

§.@1eitati@o__lr; tet-e_§.;_.-1eie;~_dri re , .0 ,5. 0, .. , re 
Marx called upon the workere of the world to fight for the full yield of 

their labor. The struggle for freedom of eeeooiation, for better wages and 

hours, for feotory inepeotiong for workers" feetory eomdtteee and sooiel 

insuranoe was to Marx at onoo a means of politioel education for the laborers, 

to prepare them for socialism, Aooording to Mrx, nobody could free the 
workers but themeelvee. He gave them en ideal to fight for and engendered their 

confidence in ultimate euoooee. He etreeeed the importenoe of apofiteneoue initi» 

ative on the pert of the workers; for thie reason he weloomed the founding of 

consumers" ooeoperativeigfiy the Roohdele pioneers in l8A4‘ as e ray of light‘ 

in e period of darkneee% 

The subjugation of Soviet workers by the state eppdratoe wee a long, 

tragio process, On the memorable 7th November 1917, the Petrograd Soviet of 

Workers and Peasant Doputioes having overpowered the Keroneky Government, pro»
» 

claimed that "control of the indoetry by the workers bed been assured". In 

the first years of the new'rogime9 the aspirations of the interneti0nal_1ebor 

movement were embodied in a derive of progressive iebor laweg whioh were inm 

eluded in the Codee of'iebor of 1918 and 1922, The Code of 30 Deoember 1922, 

enacted during the New Eoonomio Polioy period, has remained on the statute 

book to the pesent day, despite the feet that many of its provisione hero 

been superseded or become inoperetivo%A/During the period of the Five~Year 

Plans beginning in 1928, the enelereent of labor and its subjection to the 

state bureaucracy was initiated. ‘ 

Accumulation of capital was to be eohiored by extreme reetriotion of
& consumption and o£_exp1oitation of labor, Bed investments, and the everm 

growing administrative machine» absorbed an increasing portion of whet to 
unnnmvuzsaznensmcnmarznrzxc-:|:=>|:>==::|=:.1<.-a|;1r;;c1|=|c.:m-:.::4:;»;=|c:1=1c:|c.\|=|cz:>=»c::x.;.| 

l§/ Marx, Ineugggel Addgggg, To Lenin "oowoperativos are miserable palliative 
measures of petty bourgeois oharaoter.W Soviet oowoperatives were dew 
prived of all autonomy and transformed into government retail stereo» 

l§/ e,g,, Artiole 36 and 37 or the free movement of workore and the ban on» 
deducting fines from wages, 

Q 7 Q 
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Marxists is the ‘surplus value’ of prndnctinn, Later lost pactically all in» 

ilnenee on the determination nf wage schedules, whirh are fixed by a eentral 

authority. All Soviet labor law is predicated on the fiction that any eonfliat 

between the workers and the managerwstate has eeased to exist, since the workers 

themselves have become owners of all means nf production. This, indeed, is an 

absurd abuse of Marxian eoneepts, fer tha.impwrtant point is nnt thenretical 

ownership, but the right to control operation of the means of production. As 

everywhere else, an else in the Soviet Union, management, qua management, 

strives for efficiency through greater produetirity at lower coats, while 

labor, qua labor, strives fer higher wages, better hours and working eonditione. 

Denial of this conflict belies reality. "The fintion is used as a pretext to 

deprive lahgg/pf protection by the state and trade unions; while, in fant, a 

bureaucracy, on appointment of which labnr has no influence whatsonvnr, directs 

evnrything aceording to the interests cf management. 

The piece-work ayatem, which Marx dcaignatg? an the form of wage must in 
1. 

harmony with the capitalist mnde of prudnction, was introduced throughout the 

Soviet Union despite ntrong trade union nppnaition in the l920'a, when the 

unions still enjoyed some right of criticism. later, multiple WEQBB with 

double or triple the narmal pay fer uxtra units of produetion, were introduced. 

Pradtically no minimum wage in guaranteed. After 1931 "equalitarianism", the 
-a—l-||IunQ$—n|Qnu=a1-|m_nu:.|s¢:z|n-r-u:su=2:;|rznmlauaQla:-1:s-:u»=|cuQB>I_.:u=IIn-nun 

15/ The proportion of management persnnnel is greater in the Soviet Union than 
in the United Staten, 

1§/ "Piece=wages (are) 5 . . the most prnfitable senrce of reductions in wages 
and capitalist cheating . . . Given the piecewwage, it is naturally the 
personal interest of the wnrker tn strain his labor power as intensely as 
possible. This enables the capitalist tn raise more easily the normal 
amount of intensity of labnr. It is new the peraonnl interest of the 
laborer to lengthen the working day, sinee by it hia daily or weekly 
wages rise . . ¢ It follows that the piocewwage is the form of wage must 
in harmnny with the eapitalist mode of produotinn." §fl2i£§l» (Khrr ed.) 
Vol. I, p. 605. 

"It ia impossible to maintain that Soviet workers work for themselves, 
and insist at the nae time on the pienewwage system.” Mhnya Gnrdon, 

Bn?n!"Q._.and Alter!-sting NW Ywrk» 1%1- _ 

11/ The Greqt;Sovipt Eggyglgnnadin, 1933, atateas "The basin form of labor 
in the USSR is pieceewnrk wage, whidh provider control over rxpenditnre 
of labor and stimulates the labor of the pineeuwcrkrr . . .“ 

E-'|&‘§ 
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7 Y) 

lg] I leyeling of wages, was denounoad as Wpotty bourgeois nonsense”, and the differ» 
entials between wage oategories was increased far beyond that in western 
oountriee%2/ 

The pieco=work system is intensified by the somoallod Stakhanov movement, 
In 1935, an "ordinary coal minor", Stakhanov, was reported to have produood 
104 toms of ooal in one shift, fourteen times above the norm. The floodlight 
of propaganda was at onoo turned upon him, In ovary industry, "Stakhanove" 
were set to work under most favorable oonditione, and performed miracles of- 
produotion. They servod everywhere as paoemeottore for upgrading piooe@work 
scales. Tho orkers at first vehemently resisted this violation of prol@= 
tarian solidarity. But they were oruelly subdued. Andrei Zhadnov declared, 
"the Party will not shrink from any moaodrod to oweep away all resistance to 

Q2./’ the victorious path of the Stakhanov movemonihl In the satellite oountrios, 
counterparts of Stakhanov appeared with ohdraotoristio national namos, o. g., 
Pstrowski, in Poland; Henneoke, in East Germany. ~ 

Soviet real wages lie below those even of the backward countries outside 
‘ 

Bil/’ .=1%/ the iron curtain. They are ovmn lowor than during Tddriot timed. Tho living 
standard of the later NEP period has not sinoe been attained, 

Labor books (records of employment) were introduced in 1938 as a measuro 
to prevent labor turnmover. They contain ourrent roeords of the workers" em» 
ploymentg reasons for chango of positions, and penalties and rewards. They 
must be sdbmitted to the management, whore they are retained until the worker 
leaves his post,gZ/ 

Trade unions wore gradually brought under oomplete control of the Party 
apparatus, by means of Party oolls within every unit. In 1937 and l938, most 

;§/ J. V, Stalin, PTQQl§Q§mQ£=;§flini§@9 10th od,Q p. 583, " 

?»: lQ/ For dates, see Sohwarz, S,9 IgpQg_$g;fiyg§Ef;w pp, l46~l52, 20l=204, 
gQ/ Qggggg, November 13, 1035, 

_g1/ See Sohwarz, s,,,, pp. 252-257. 

§.2./ See Maura Gordon» WIOI-:l£-8-;l8_-;B¥g-£-Q_11”-Q5.gn'drATit'.§;g;LQI¥iI-1° 

§§/ Iabor books were first introduced in.Franoo by Napoleon III“ in 1851. Other countries followed, In 1390, they were aboliahed in Franco, as well as in most other countries, under proestre of the trade unions, Hitler resurrected them in Germany in 1935, Recently they wore introduood in Poland. 
\ I: 9 u 
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of the old leadership which had fought against pieceuwork, labor hooks, and 

the Stakhanov system were purged. The old trade union leader, Mikhael Tomskii, 

was deposed, and afterward comitted suicide. The-composition of trade nnion 

comitteec in factories and other establishments was changed seventy to eighy 
per cent, the Central Committee ninetyesin per cent (Statement of Shvernik at 

the 18th Party Oongreac in 1939). The enslcvomcnt of labor was accomplished 

during the years preceding World war II, A series of stringent laws were 

enacted which still form the basic of presentwdey (1953) labor legislation. 

They provide for freezing jobs, compuleory"trenefcr of workers to other jobs 

of locations, introduction of internal pecsportc, increased power for factory 

managers, large scale concoripticn of youth into the State labor Reserves, 

and prosecution by criminal courts of minor breaches in "labor dieciplino",g&/ 

They were emergency measures, hut were, in large measure, carried over into 

peaceetime conditions. large scale recruitment of workers and conscription 

of youth into State labor Reserves continue. Young people ere not permitted 

to leave their jobs; they can be transferred to other john and places with= 

out regard to personal preference. Trainees weer uniforms and most observe 
t / ~ 

£5 
military discipline and courtesy. Lecving cchool without permission and 

other minor violeticns of discipline are proeecnted by the criminal courts. 

(Decreo of December 28, l9LU) 

Job freezing and compulsory transfer of specialists has been retained, 

as well as internal passports. Workers are financially liable for damage 

caused by them and theft of state property is punished by death. 

Free education, es guaranteed by Article l2l of the Stalin Constitution, 

was not reinstated, Pupils in the higher grades of cccondany schools and at 
snnu:¢=u|=un=nua¢=1=:¢=na»¢m=-;=:;1ar.:;¢__==e==|:v¢:=1m==-:_:=r.:.|r:|czmvmvnz-.|-;1a=a:uc||:.zu.=a_1v;: 

§§/ Among the violations prosecuted in criminal courts are absence from work 
without gO0d cause and tardiness involving a loss of twenty minutes or 
more of working time, if it occurs three times in the course of e week 
or four times within two consecutive months, The penalty is corrective 
labor on the job for e term up to six monthe, with a reduction in pd? 
up to twentyefive per cent. The penalty fer absenteeism in defense 
industries can be imprisonment up to eight years. (Decree of December 
1941, which is still in force.) Judges may be penalized for not can» 
tencing violators of factory diS0iplinG, (Decree of Jhno 26, 1940) 

g§/ when addressed by a superior, the trainee must ctand at attention, (Dam 
cree of 15 March 1947, Section 7) 
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university level must pay a tuition fee, not sasily afforded by ordinary 
workers. Those able to psy'tuition are sxsmpt from labor draft, 

Tho trade unions have retained but a nominal right of joint consultation 
in fixing the total wags amount for the entire oouhtry, the so~oalled national 
wage bill, and in breaking it down for psrtioolsr industries, and bstween 
various sections or plants. - 

The trade onions no longer sot as pressure groups on the middle or lower 
levels of labor, Colleotive agreements disappeared after 1933¢ Thsir outward 
form was revived in l9A7, but any bargaining over the diotatod wages is ex» 
eluded, Trado unions are merely intormodiary administrative orgas, whose 
purpose is to interpret management polioy to the rank and file of labor, to 
press for higher norms, and to enooursge the required “voluntary” sorvioes, 
The old term of trado unions now oonnotss an agent of s slavowdrivor management. 

The Damoolss sword of banishment to a foroed labor oamp by more administrau 
tivo order hangs over all worksrs, The ruthlsss sxploitation, horrible eon» 
ditions, and exorbitant mortality in those osmps were brought to light by the 
United Nations investigation of l§52, whioh also rsvealod the exorbitant popu— 
lotion in these camps. Administorod by the Ssorst Polioe, these camps form a 
considerable portion of the Soviet labor foroo w far in excess of penal labor 
anywhere else. They are an essential part of Soviet economy, and follow the 
Soviet flag into tho somoallsd peopls"s demoorsoies. 

Sporadio, even imposing, tsohnioal sohievsments, purchased at the prios 
of so much human stffering, osn be olasssd only on the samo plane as the 

E2§/ slave-built pyramids of anoient Egypt. 
The Soviet worker is an unequal and powerless partner in labor relation» 

ships. Ho is confronted with the single smployerwstate whioh controls all 
politioal and eoonomio power. Freedom of sssooiatioh and the right to strike, 
freedom of movement and frosdofi'to ohooss his profession ~~ all are denied 
him. Conditions of labor are unilstsrally diotatsd. His trado unions are 
management organs, his living standards at a bsggarly lovsl. as livos under 
a barraokwroom discipline in constant fear of jail and forood labor camps. 

§§/ On slave economies, soo Marx, Capital (German Volksausgabe, p. 453). "State slavery does not booomo communism, just because the slave drivers call themselves Communists" (Ksrl Ksutsky) 
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All this grows worse and worse, and there is no hope of betterment. That is the 
fate of the toiler in the land where "socialism has been victorious". 

V. Instead of Volimtary PoaB§g11LL5i>:®P;*?l”§,fT¢’?l3Z’*§§5L:=_;n lien, So.nii<inn 

Together with the industrial laborers, so also were the peasants subjugated 
to the tmreauoraoy. The Bolsheviks had been able to win over many peasants 
temporarily at the time of the Ootober Revolution, This was achieved by out» 
bidding the other socialist parties in demanding immediate seizure of the 
land, instead of by orderly transfer, During the NEP period, the independent 
farmers were able to defend themselves against exploitation by cutting their 
deliveries of food. But at the time of the Fiveelear Plans, their power was 
broken. Forced colleotivisation, administered with inconceivable cruelty and 
at a cost of millionsof lives, was finally inflicted on the Russian peasant. 

Marx had not passed over the Russian agrarian question, The Russian 
socialist, Vera Zasulioh, questioned him in February 1881, as to whether he 
thought it possible for the then existing village communities, the so-called 

gig, to be transformed into socialist ooeoperatives, as demanded by the pro- fi/ gram of the Socialiet=Revolutionary Party; Marx answered her question in 
the introduction to the Russian translation of his "Communist Manifesto“. 
He stated that this was possible only if a sooial revolution would take place 
simultaneously in the industrialised countries?/hoth Marx, and later Engels, 
had nothing hut voluntary agrarian oowoperativee in mind, they visualised 
autonomous spontaneous assooiations, not state farms oontrolled by centrally 
appointed managers, The devastating criticism leveled by Marx against the 
village communes of Tsarist Russia applies, word for word, to the Stalin 
kolkhoses. 

The conditions resulting from forced collectivisation are praotioally 
tantamount to the old Russian serfdom, which was abolished in 1861. Once 
more the peasant is tied to the soil, again he mnst perform servioee for the 
overlordehip, again he lives in ceaseless fear of severe punishment, again 
he retains only a minimum portion of time for tending his own small plot of 
usmn|=a:H:nm¢mns¢acnmua:=::u=:=|==|_nar..a=u|::=|ns3r_nn:n:»mvsa—-zugnlaa 
31/ Karl Marx und Friedrich Enggle Arghip, Moeknu, Vol, I, pp. 263e286 (Russian) 
g§/ Published 1882. . l 
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ground, The recent Nineteenth Party Congress visualized full nationalization 
of the rural coeoperativeso This donhleedealing with the peasants was repeated 
in the misnamed Peoples" Democracies, In order to win over the peasants, the 
old landed estates were first parceled out in tiny farmeg which could yield 
scarcely enough for survival. Later cng the peasants were put under pressure 
to join the collectives, 

VI. Instead .0I'_llli§?£Q&“7519l1;Q1_,_§Qli,Q&,£iLY_Qf _\lo1;kereo_-:_Enocne.ive Q_reet-=R11esia.n Imperialism 

The Workers‘ International ie a creation of Marx. According to him, age 
gressive policies of national states should be checked and world peace 
guaranteed; at the eame time, the influence and interests of labor should be 
promoted in all countries. 

The International, the Comintern, founded hy Lenin, aimed at bringing 
about world revolution, since it was coneidered the necessary condition for 
survival of the Russian Revolution. More and more, the Gomintern ceased to 
be an association of equal partners and fell under the centralized direction 
of Moscow, Its chief objective was to weaken the International of the Socialist 
Parties and their political and economic organizations, and to wrest from them 
the leadership of the working maeeee. The Comintern considered Socialist 
Parties everywhere its main foe, rather than the capitalists, and did not 
shrink from allying itself with lebor°e worst enemies. Thue, it made possible 
the election of von Hindenhcrg in l925 as president of Germanyg paving the way 
for Hitler. Although the Communist International never succeeded in winning 
over the bulk of‘?:§ial-Democratic labor, it has weakened the labor movement 29 
in many countries. am 1)-an n |‘.rnz ¥he~Gennniet Internationelxidentifiee the interests of the Soviet Union 
as "the Socialist Fatherland" with the interests of workers everywhere, and 
makes the Comnniet Parties in individual conntriee mere agents of the Soviet 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. This office has more and more followed the lines 
of old Teariet imperialism, employing the Commnniet doctrine of world revolution 
it1BH1$1%1nIG:|I2lun—11£€I|§1\c:>m:|=|r;:=-1§_¢l:5.J§Dl$:;|r:§€2I-'!!A;IGLI}Z‘SI 
gg/ In particular, in Italy before the eeicnre of power by Mheoolini. 
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32/, somewhat as Imperial Russia at times mood the concept of Panslavism. But while 
lsarist imperialism had limited ohjectivos, Soviet imperialism makos the diam 
gruntled and discontented tho world over serve its purposes. During its early 
years, fioviet Ruosia announced its termination of the oxpansivo colonial policy 
of Imperial Russia, and.oolomnly renonnood all privileges and concessions aow 
quirod by the Tears. But it was notl}ong hcforo the old policy, somatimos 

IL clevorly camouflaged, was roadoptod. 

Domestic conditions within tho Soviot Union mako an aggrossiwo foreign 
policy highly deairable,_ The inofficionoy and waste of its uncontrolled 
bureaucratic economy nocoasitato tho adfiition of ever now roaourceo, and of 
ever new countries to ho drainod of their produce and oxploitod for the bene~ E2, 

I

, 

fit of the Soviet Union, The oxpansiro foreign policy dotorminca the character 
of Soviet economy; its stress on armamont inotoad of conaomor goods forceo 
the wholo outside word to roarm for oolfudofonae. 

The domootio policy of the Soviot Union toward its national minorities 
abandoned the original position of Marx and tho Ruaoian Revolution, which 
fought stornly for the rights of the opproosed pooploo of Rnosia, On the 
surface, Soviet Russia otill adhoroo to tho comantico of national autonomy, 
granting minor concessions as to languages emblems, and traditional customs. 
Yet, there is no real constitutional gnarantoe for tho autonomy ogfiho repuh~ 
lics, oblasto, and raions of what is oallod tho Soviet Federation, During 
c=s:nq===¢-nan-=|_~.;=<=;_1=..1\:;|=_>=.n\=.»»=;l¢=;=mc.q¢;.r=<:.>=A=;1|.-.ua>¢;u\==u.=m1=...;|an|_.>=;mm|a» 

jQ/ For use of the Panslavictic idea mado by tho Sotiot Union during World War II» see Plano Kohm Pflalcrioog .ltc...“Hio§i-.2;1:Yi,§on,lc.Le@_oloai» News Damo (lnd.) 

11/ Russian historians are biddon to rofrain from dcnounoing tho rapaciouo character of pre~Bolshovik expansion, ht to emphasize its role as 
. promoter of civilization, a point of viow never applied to British or French colonization, The condemnation by Marx and Engels of Toariot foreign policies was censored out of the Sovict Marx oditiona. A number of passages in artiolos and lcttcro on Ruooiale policy was published by Paul W. Blackatock and Bert F. Hooolito: KarlhMarxfignd_Ericdrighglggglpa Ibo Boooian,Monooo.to,Eurono@ Now York, 19520 

32/ See Peter Meyer, "The Driving Force Behind Soviet Imperialism" in Qggm megtarg, Vol. 13, No, 3, pp, 20Q=2l7° Tho article characterizes Soviet expansion vorsus capitalist cxpansion. 

§§/ Oblasts and raions are administrative local onbdivioions. 
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the last war, five autonomous republics and oblasts were abolished by mere do~ 
cree, the people deported to undgzfilosed destinations, the languages eradicated, 
the cities resettled and renamed, <§i£E§7£i@ oentral government is incessantly 
interfering with the union repuhlioeg)the seoret polioe and the Party are 
centralized, The Greatwhusoian nationality ("Groat=Russian” in oontradiotinotion 
to "Iittle=Russian”, or Ukrainian and "Whito@RuesianW) was deolared as ranking 
first among equale of Russian radon, The GT@&twRUSSi&H language is obligatory 0 

and national alphabets of non@Slavio minorities are replaced brznsoianmbased 
scripts, even when Latin=based soripto were already in existence. vfiuasian 
patriotism is proaohed, Russian ouporiority praised in every field. The former 
respect for foreign aohievemonte is decried an ooomopolitaniem. How far this 
is from Marx, tho real ooomopolitofl 

v11 . instead- 91l..§ @iontiiin.uThinhi1nn_:.Binid.Qo.ma.@ ‘ 

Marx was a free epirit, a oritioei, original thinker, a demolisher of 
traditional theories. He refused to eutotitute authority for reaeoning, and 
denounood the influenoo of olden interest on theoretical thinking. He oeenpioo 
an important plane in the history of ooonomioo and oooiology, No one ~ inolude 
ing his opponents - eon overlook the signifioanoe of the ooonomio and sooiai 
factor in human history, His respect for faoto, his paoeionate search for 
truth, are beyond doubt. 

It is a tragio abeurdity that him writings have become the objeot of dog- 
matic interpretation in Soviot Russia, do though the adored text of a revelaw 
tion. Marx, who had eaid of himself, "Mo, I am not a Marxist", would have 
hated nothing more than a sectarian potrifioation of his ideas. 

Yet, Soviet theorists have oomplotely abandoned the methods and spirit 
of Marx, They would not openly dissent from his heaio opinioneg they are 
only permitted to interpret then, The power of the State eupporto the offi~ 
cial interpretation, and any deviation from the latent approved version is 
cmuacnnnsnuacnmmu-i=mu".1@mIac=»:;1@:=|n;:>a1n1r.-:|w.:|c=&wu:s4z1uuuamn|:s:¢_<zlI 

24/ Including Marxotadt in the former Autonomous Republio of the Volga Germans, Seo Hhns Kbhn, above, 

31/ “The Russian language (ranka as) the first world language of international significance , . . Nobody can regard himself as educated in the full and true sense of tho wordwif he does not understand Russian . . ." David Zofilevfllqv in J8-nmry 1» 195°» 
, 
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punishable by loss of reputationp position, or even life. Partiing§§\(partiSanw 
ship) is defined as the duty of always being aware of all political consequences 
of any theoretical etatement and of eubordinuting theory to polities, This 
responsibility falls on every eoholar, Abjeot fear etifles orggtive thinking; 
scholars are humiliated and foroed into the role of oharletans. An infallible 
leader who is "always right" and extolled as ”geniue"* is supreme authority_on 
all oonoeivable subjeots of human knowledge, be it economies, biology, history, 
linguistics, or philosophy. ' 

Dialeotios is employed as juetifioation for reduoing all standards of 
truth and ethioe to relativity and for vindication of the incessant ehifts in 
policy. The public is expected to believe the most absurd etetemente; appeals 
to the emotions ere substituted for olear thinking. Suggeetibility is~nn~ 
hanced by unscrupulous use of all muse eommunioation media. Free dieoueeion of 
essential controversies is eupproesed. Airtight oeneorehip prevents all possi- 
bility of independent judgment. The allegedly free working olaee is denied 
the first premise of selfagouernments eooeee to the Toots, 

Publication of e definitive edition of the writings of Karl Marx, whioh 
was oommenoed soon after the Revolution, was etopped at the start. After 
publication of the first five volumes, the editor, D, Ryazanov, wee dismissed 
in 1931. The publioation oeeeed in 193% and oovere only the period prior to 
1848, Afterwardep only "oeleeted worhe” were published. Volumes of the 
oomplgg/edition were withdrawn from oinouletion, The voioo from beyond is 
feared. 

'

l 

, 

1; 

VIII. Instead pi‘? Tenuon_end_,..F.:1:nILli 

The ideals of the Frenoh Revolution - Liberty, Equality, Fratornit'w were 
cum:uucnuuaaunucaluawgann-~=uu%=¢n;p=1munuawaasaununzumnauuuan-=a'rau>n::|.n|zua:|nn¢u 

3§/ "No Marxian treatise of the Russian Revolution, the Russian State and Russian Society was ever written and published under Bolehevism." Fritz Sternbere» §naiteli§n..2nQl@<nielinn._onlTniel» Toronto» 1952» 
11/ See Mex Rubel, “let KhrlhkhggainpflygelqpgL;gn@ghntjW (Is Karl Merx Oetreoized from Ruseie?> in Q1g_§ukpn£t@ Vienna, 1950, pp. 330 ff. and M, Rubel, "Le sort do l'oeuNre do Marx et Engels en U.R.S.S." (The Fate of the Works of Marx and Engels in USSR), in ;g_R§ype Sooialiete, Paris, April 1952 .

. 

= 16 ~ 

Approved for Release: 2025/04/08 C02613033



Approved for Release: 2025/04/08 C02613033 

near to the heart of Marx. His scnso of true hdmsnitarianism inspired his 

struggle against oppression and exploitation; it impsllsd him to doory the 

crippling of human personality through factory work and the division of labor; 

and it prompted his demand for using tochnical progress to aid the individual 

in the pursuit of happiness, 

In place of these ideals we find oompleta indifference to human suffer“ 

ing in Soviet Russia; ruthless tictimioation of human lives and unoonsoionablo 

lowering of living conditions; persecution of those potentially dangerous to 

the regime regardless of the validity of their guilt; wholesale uprooting and 

genocide of ethnic and social groups, Fdar is the base on which this state 

is founded. 

Tho pledge of human rights in the Stalin Constitution is worthless, since 

it includes no provision for implementation. Thers is no equiralsnt to haboas 

corpus, no independent courts with safeguards for the aooussd ~ only a rscrudow 

sconce of mediaoval praotisoa of torture. There is no public opinion; no 

possibility for oritieism,
H 

Soviet rule is rule by lic, tw'frsudulont manipulation of semantics. Words 

used for their suggestive effect, are wholly divested of their true meaning, 

The Soviet rulers spsak of dsmoorady, autonomy, federation, where there is 

merely centralized absolutismg of a Constitutiong although it nan ho ovcrsriddon 

by simple decree; of rule of the Soviets, although the Soviets ire but empty 

shells; of consumers‘ co~oper&tivos, although this denotes more government 

retail shops; of trade unions, although this designates agents for management; 

of peace, while thcy threaten the whole world with aggression; of socialism, 

while extorting the last ounco of energy from forced labor slaves; end thsy 

celebrate Karl Marx in order to use him as signwhonrd for a lmroaucrutic auto» 

cracy, insatiable in its greed for power, A 
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