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t ff The germ of the Plot originated in the,days before the war when Col ~" “~5§ 

‘ 
Gen BECK was still Chief of the General Staff. _His critical attitude towards 

‘ 

HITLER's domestic and foreign policy and the ensuing military consequences is I~ V well known. He.foresau that HITLER's ulans would necessarily lead to a‘mili- '_3 m u. -tary collision with the Western Powers, and warned against such military = “flvh\I \r* ;“F 
. developments and complications since they would produce a Secondfforld War. = 45 -raj for which Germany in the long run was not sufficient1y'stronr. Because7oi by ~-

3 _ this attitude BECK was removed from his uost in 1938- ‘Yet BECK still*reteined :': § the admiration of many of his former subordinates; especially men'like.5EU$lNG3R{ “ ‘g 
f. who worked directly under him, realized his value.and were attracted by his ‘.; 

t 
' .personality. This small circle remained faithful to him even when he buried- \ ., himself in military studies in retirement at BERLIN, ,This_circle was composed" J “?: of. “
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,FELLG-IEEL, Gen 
- SODENSTERN, Gen von T 

STUELPNAGEL, Gen Heinrich von HEUSINGER, Lt Col . 

SCHULZE_BUETTGER, Lt Q01 p 

' TRESGKQW, Lt Q01 vgn A
. 

_ _ plrg These non were all opposed to 3ETLER's oolitical actions, especially the - ;?j

K 

o
| 

> 

\

F 

/ opposition to the Church, the persecution of the Jews and the suppression of " expression of opinion. ‘ ' 

i Their criticism reached its first_high peak in the autumn of 1939 and . 'the winter of,l9}9-l9¥0 when EITEER invaded Poland and thus brought Britainl I‘ into the war. It was heightened by the fact that no attempt was made to reach». ta peaceful solution after the Polish campaign was concluded. Anxiety was ' * voiced in numerous discussions of the matter in small circles under the moral73 leadership of Gen von STUELPNAGEL, then Ib, Oberquartiermeister in OKH. f No decisions were made, however, since it was honed that the C~in~C of the Armyvb‘ t 

H and the senior generals might still influence HITLER's oolicies. The contro-. ’

J 
‘ "versy in November between HITIER and the C-inaC strengthened this opinion.-- " 
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The result.of the nilitary.successes in the "est in l9hO was to drive 
j ~\ this criticism.into the background, but it reached its next peak at the tine H 

- ;of»the invasion of Russia in 19El and EITLEB‘s nersonal assumption of command of the Armed Forces. ‘The doubts created by this foolish move against Russia were confirmed by the retirement of the C-in-C. The declaration of war against pthe United States was the final confirnafion of the fears of the German generals. The circle of critics became wider, and serious consideration was.givpn to the ' 

way in which the threatening catastrophe-might be averted, The three primary -

i 

aims of this circle were as follows: j I ~ 
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" ~5“f\ (1) The,two-front war must be stonned on one front since Germany. “'3 sgqaa could not in the lone run win such a wmr. For ethical,'eu1tura1 and Lé€?¥?~ historical reasons, only aereement with the Vegtern Powers was con- _"1E£.§“ ceivable, ’_ ' ‘" 
~ ‘- ’” 

. r . 
. 

_ .' ‘
O 

(2) In order to obtain agreement with the Vestern Powers, Germany must ‘h renounce all her military acouisitions in the "est Forth d S ' 

- » . s , an outh- _;w, east, and tne.Nationa1 Socialist reeime in Germany must be removed from ’ power. - A "Y ' ‘ 

~ ‘ ’ “ 
> > 

. ,,
t 

A _ _ ___v - 
_ , 

V ._. ».. 
(3) The Eastern Front must_be held'at1al1 costs.\ 

Z 

_\ -Qifi 
The course to be followed was first clearly stated by Lt Col von ' "

_ 

TRESCKOV in the early summer of 1°h2, namely, the removal of HITLER.with, if I nossible, HINMLER and GQERING. “Only in this way could the foundation be laid for the execution of the nroeram which was advocated;\ TRESCKOV went into the _ question of the nossibility of assassinatine HITEER_and the other measures ~- I ~ 1 
which must follow successful action. 7At the same time efforts were_being made" ’

, 

to alter the chain of commend by leeal means Until "av IQUU leeal m th d ‘ 

‘J 
. -1 

'

1

1 

. , l - 

My 
A e o s . 

were oursued under the leadership of Gen ZEITZEER, Chief of the Army General
. 

Staff, but without success. ' 

. | . 

J‘ 

The STALINGRAD catastrophe of 1°U2-U3 brought o th h '2' % y ,l 
. n re tiird crisis in _> 4~p the development of the nlot. Durinr 19%} any doubt as to the necessity of jfif removing HITLER vanished because of the series of defeats uroduced by HITLER's' *“ T mismanagement of operations; Preparations now followed two lines,'first the ‘

I 
actual assassination, then the assumption of authority over the State. 

The main consnirators in the assassination group were: ‘ 

EELLGIEBEL 
. " 

~

‘ 

I FBEYTAG, von
_ 

LINDEMANN 
_

_ 

STAUFFENBERG, craf
y 

- smzzrr ‘

’ 
. STLELPNAGEL, von

. 

TESCKOV. von 
wnsmzn 

\ ‘ ‘ "" 
. ,,._. 

- 

I ~. 
" ‘The main members of the nolitical groun were: ¢ 

BECK
» constants 

rmssstr 
_ POPITZ 

,» WITZLEIBEN, von 
- ' 

1 T “=2? H 
I _ 

- 

v ; .. 1”. ‘F1 ,' HEU$INGmR does not know how much contact was established with foreign _'" ,~t:§ 
’ powers, but von TRESCKUJ told him that he had an assurance from Britain that » ,v;3&§ discussions could take place. ' 
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- On several occasions attemnts to assassinate EITLER had to be abandoned‘ iégifle 
" ibecause chances of success did not aunear to be good."Plans had been made for 'i’#Qir? 

' 

the followine dates: -» ‘ “ 
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» 1L Mar 7-I-3 
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" ‘~§%§ , ‘ Graf STAUFFENEERG, Chief“of Staff of the Commanding General of the fa ‘wig 
' Army, became more and more the driving force of the n1ot.' - T". ’ 
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"" *'\ In the meantime the uressure of events grew, and finally, on 20 Jul 1-Ill-, 

the attemot was made. It hanoened suddenly, without adequate warning by ' 

T
" 

STAUFEENEERG to all the interested parties. .- -

_ 

b.. Aims and Justification of the,Plot_ _ 

- 
- 

, . 
' ' ‘ 

‘

\ 

After HITLEP. had been out out of the wa.y,7the following aims were‘ to 
be our-sued for the oreservation of Germany and in justifying the plot: 

(1) 1"i1itary and Foreign Policy 

The multiple-front war,which was beyond Germany's strength, was _ 

. to be terminated and all -German-¢occupied non-German territory evacuated _ 

(France, Belgium, Holland, Denmark, Norway, Poland,.Bohemia, Jugoslavia ' 

and Greece). The submarine campaign and the air war against the“‘.Iestern' f 
Powers was alsoto be cancelled. Peace with the ‘-Iestern Powers was to - r 

be sought. while the Eastern Front waste be held. at all costs in order _ 

. to prevent further Russian penetration into Europe; All Germany's gains "_

' 

‘were to be abandoned, except for German-inheibited territories, yiz. l 

‘ '

F 

Austria, Sudetenland, Hemel. ' 
i 

- 

‘ 
' 

. . . 1
| 

. ‘ 

. \ ,

0 

S2) Domestic Policy“ - 
t _ 

National Socialism was to be overthrown.,. The old Parliamentary 
system was to be restored, with parties and trade unions. By such 

, 
measures confidence in Germany was to be restored abroad and a' foun- 
dation created for Germany's future. Leading lfazis like GQERING, 
BIIVTMLER, G-OEBEELS, LEY and RIBENTROP were to be removed and all im- - 

portant Party and SS men were to be taken out of positions of authority. . 

It was believed that as soon as HITLER was killed the system would 
collapse like a pack of cards. Only HIPIIIIIER was considered dangerous, - 

and it was hoped that he could be destroyed‘ along with I'1ITLER.' 

It was realized, however, that the success of the plot would usher__ 
in a difficult time for Germany. No matter what government took

‘ 

office, it would be faced with tremendous and unenviable problems. The . 

severe measures which would have to be taken would make the men in 
office unpopular and stir up nersonal animosities. The charges, when 
these men were later tried before the Vo1ksgericht,that-they had acted 
out of personal ambition and for oersonal advantage; or the accusation 

'0 

made by some, that the General Staff wanted newer for itself were, in 
EEU5INGER's opinion, a malicious distortion of the facts. Actually, 
the conspirators could have exnected only a troublesome, thankless 
task, They acted from a feelin€ of resnonsibility to the German people, 

. and from a feeling of moral necessity and duty.
' 
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