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General HEUSINGER was chief of Sectlon 1 (Plans and Tra*n;ng) in the OLE:
from 1040-194L, After 20 Jul LU he was arrested on ‘suspicion ‘of commlicity, 2

~-in the nlot and held for ten weeks in Cestapo custody, - after “which time ihe v s?'f';

released for lack.of evidence, e was nresent vhen the attemot was made ‘on ,
HITIER!'s life and 'vas injured by the explosion. -The information in this re‘aort
is based on nrlqoner's ovn knowledge and apnesrs, tq be rehable. A :
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- Gen BECK vwas still Chief of the General Staff. His critical attitude towards

. himself in military studies in retircment at BERLIN,-, This circle vas corposed:

versy in Novomber between HITIER and the C-ineG strengthoned this opinion, . i

The circle of ecritics became vider, and seriovs comsideration ves given to the
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 a. OI-PIR/6, Military Intelligenco Sorvice Center, dated 13 Sev U5,

b. Historical Iﬁterrogntion Commissién, UhriDepaftment‘General Staff,. -
G-2, Historieal Branch, MID, dated 10-11Sep. 45, 12 Sen 45, 12 Sep U5
and 2 Nov U5, L R , : o W

2. REASON FOR REPORT © HET R AT

. This'report is being published in answer to Brief;iBritish Arny of "the =
Rhine, PUIS/Rep/183{3), danted € Oct 45, referring to SAIC lettsr "Pending
Interrogation Reports No 2", dated 12 Sep 45, - SO e - SR

3. EEPORT S e
a. H%storx . - ‘.“;  HEEJ"" ' ,'f’;Z',~jf”iﬂ”" R
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The gern of the Plot originated in the days befofé the war ﬁhenaCol'w

HITIER's domestic and foreign volicy and the ensving nilitary consenuences isg o
well Imowgyi. He foressv that HITIER's vlans would necessarily lead to a'mili-
tery collision with the Western Powvers, and warned against such military
developments and complications since they would produce a Second Morld Har
for which Germany in the long run wns not sufficiently'stqong. Because of oy
this attitude BECK was removed from his vost in 1038, 'Yet BECK still retained - |
the admiration of many of his fofmer.subordinates;'especially men'like.HEUSINGER*f}u.
who worked directly under hin, realized his valuec and rere attracted by his '
-Personality. This small circle remained faithful to' hin even vhen he buried-

~of: ‘ ‘ '
FELLGIEREL, Gon L . ;
SODENSTERN, Gen von L T , . . | Lo
STWELPFAGEL,’ Gen Heinrich von , o ek
HEUSINGER, Lt Col . S - . S
SCHULZE-BUSTTGIR, Lt Col =~ = - | o
TRESGKOW, Lt Col von C , . A
o o : : . Ly
These men were all opposcd to HITLER! g Dolitical sctions, especially the - ”:}{§?j
opposition to the Church, the persecution of the Jews and the suppression of = - o A

cxpression of ovpinion,

- Their criticisnm reached its first high vealzr in the autumn of 1939 and
‘the winter of, 1939-1940 when EITIER invaded Polend and thus dbrought Britain
into the war. It was neightened by the fact that no atteopt was nade 4o reach- .
& peaceful solution after the Polish carpaign was concluded, Anxiety was '
voiced in numerous discussions of the matter in snall circles under the moral |
leadership of Gen von STUBLPRAGEL, thon Ib, Cberquarticrmeister in OKE, ¥o©
decisions werc mede, hovever, since it was hoved that the C-in-C of the Army
and the senior generals might still influence EITLER's policies. The contro.

The result,of the riilitary. successes in the “ost in 1940 was to-drive
this criticism .into the background, but it resched its next pealk at the tine
of ‘the invasicn of Russia in 1941 ana EITIZR!'s wersonal agsunvtion of command
of the Armed Torces, ‘The doubts crested by this foolish move against Russia . i
vere confirmed by the retiremcent of the C~in-C., The declaration of war against . ;v
the United States was the finrl confirmation of the fears of the German generals. .

vay in vhich the threatening catastronhe might be averted, The three pripary
ains of this circle were as follows: : ‘ , .
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i (1) The two-front var must be stonned on cne front si
could not in the lone run win such a 1y,

historical reasons, only aFreement with the
ceivable, ' ' o

nce G@rmany‘ ‘
For ethical,'culturalfagi
Yestern Povers was con-

(R

estern Powers, Cermany must .5 .

(2) In order to obtain Agreement vith the
renomwnce all her military acaouisitions in th

east, and tne Fational Socialist resime in
Power, . : e '

e Test, Yorth and South. RSRERE
Germany must be removed from . .

%

SRR (3) The Zastern Front muet be held at all costs. - B o

The course to be followed vas first clearly stated.by It Col von = "
THESCKOY in the early summer of 1°h2,'namely, the removal of EITIER with, if
vossidble, HIMMLER gng GOERING, ‘Cnly in this way could the foundation be laig
for the execution of the Program vhich was advocated., TRESCEOY went into the
auestion of the DOssibility of assaseinating EITIER and the other measures S
which must follow successful action. ‘At the geme time efforts were being made-

v legal means, Until Mav 1944 1eral methods
were vursued under the leadership of Gen ZEITZLER, Chief of the Army General
Staff, but without sucress, _ - k :

The STALINGRAD catastrophe of 104243 brousht on the third crisis in
the develovment of the nlot,

During 1843 any douwbt as to the necessity of
removing FITLER vanished because of the meries of defeats produced by HITLER'g - S
mismanagement of operations. Prevarations now folloved two lines," first the A
actual assassination, then the assumotion of authority over the State,.

The main consvirators in the assassination group were:

FELLGIEBZL . ' ' .
FREYTAG’ von ' " ' :
LINDEMANN
STAUFFENBERG, Grof

_ ' STIEFF ‘

. STWBLPNAGEL, von

TRESCKOV, von
YAGNER

'The main members of .the political groun were:
BECK

GCERDELER

HASSELT

PCPITZ

WITZLEBEN' von

HEUSINGER does not

know how much contact was established with foreign
Powers, but von TRESCKOV to1g him that he hed an assurence from Britain that .
discussions could tale place. C ’ '

On several occasions attemmts to assassi
‘because chances of Success did net amnear to be

) . - L
nate HITLER had to be abandoned -
" the followine dates:

g00d, ' Plans had been made for

- 14 Mar 43 ' : .
Autumn 1043 S

‘1 Jul 4L

15 Jul 44

Y arar STAUFFENEERG, Chief o
. Army, became more and more

Y

3

f Staff of the Commanding Genersl of the Revlacement .
the driving force of the vplot. T ’
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HERERN In the meantime the vressure of events grew, and finally, on 20 Jul llll-

the attemnt wvas made. It haovened suddenly, without adequate warning 'by
STAUFFENEERG to all the interested varties.

b.. Aims and Justification of the Plo’c

After HITLER had been Dut out of the way, the following aims were to
be pursued for the vreservetion of Germany and in Jjustifying the plot:

(1) M¥ilitary and Foreign Policy

The multinle~front war, which was beyond Germany's strength, was .
to be terminated and all German-occupied non-Cerman territory evacuated -
(France, Belgium, Folland, Denmark, Yorway, Poland, Bohemia, Jugoslavia
and Greece) The submarine cempaign and the air war against the Vestern - :
Powers was also to be cancelled. Peace vith the Yestern Powers was to

. be sought, while the Bastern Front was to be held at 21l costs in order
Vo to prevent further Russian 'nenetr-wtion into Burope. All Germany's gains' _
‘were to be abandoned, except for German-inhabited territories, viz, v r
Austrla, Sudetenland, Memel. '

.(2) Domestic Policy

National Socialism was to be overthrown. The old Parliamentery
system was to be restored, vith parties and trade unions., By such
measures confidence in Germa.ny was to be restored abroad and a foun-
dation created for Germany's future. Ieading Fazis like GOERING,
HIMMLER, GOEBEELS, IEBY and RIBEENTROP were to be removed and all im—- . N
portant Party and SS men were to be taken out of positions of authority. .
It was believed that as soon as HITIER +1as killed the system would -
collapse like a pack of cards. Only HIITIER wes considered dangerous,
and it was hoped that he comd be destroyed along with HITLER,

It was realized, houvever, that the succese of the nlot would usher .
in a difficult time for Germany. Yo matter what government took
office, it would be faced with tremendous and unenviable problems, The
severe measures vhich would have to be taken would make the men in
office unpopular and stir u» versonal animosities. The charges, when
these men vere later tried before the Volksgericht, that they had acted
out of personsl ambition and for personal advantage, or the accusation
made by some, that the General Staff wanted mower for itself were, in
EEUSINGER's opinion, a malicious distortion of the facts. Actually,
the consnirators could have exnected only 2 troublesome, thankless
task, They acted from = feelins of resvonsibility to the German people,
and from a feeling of moral necessity and duty, '

c. Personalitics (Believed dead by source unless snnotated.)

(1) Princinal Consnirators

WITZLEEEY, Field Marshal von
BECK, Col Gen . ' S
HOEPPNER, Col Gen . ' )
FELLC-IEBEL Gen d Vachr Tr (Signal Corns) l
. LINDEMAN, Gen d Art
OLBRICET, Gen 4 Inf
STUELPNAGEL, Gen 4 Inf
THIZELE, Gen It
- STIEFF, Gen Maj
TRESCKO™", Gen llaj von

,-u— ‘ '
il
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R '+ . . FREYTAG-LORINGHOVEF, Col von L
" © STAUFFENBIRG, Col Gref. . : ;
smmmoow QUIRNHEIM, Lt Col Merz von . S
‘ ' SCHULEF?URG lgt Lt von der -

WARTENBURG, lst It York von’ ‘
scwmmoqr 2nd Lt von (11v1ng)
GOETRDEIER, Nﬁvor
FOPITZ, Minister of Stete

(2) Accommlices

KLUGE, Field ¥arshal von .
CANARIS, Admiral . oo
YAGNER, "Gen 4 Art -
"HAASE, Gen Lt von
P"‘USING...R Gen Lt (11ving)
G"‘PSDORFF Gen Maj (livinﬁ‘)
CAUDRET , Col '
.d:RDMAm Col -
FINK, Col o BN o
“HAEN, Col o C R :
- HANSEN, Col - ' ' B
¢ LINSTCY, Col von
© MEIIXNER, Col .
ROEWNE , Freiherr von
SCHULZE-BUBTTGE®, Col
KLAMROTH, Lt Col .
"RATHGENS, It Col o ,ﬁ
S;.uND Lt Col :
KLuIST Maj von (lﬂving)
KUEN, Iaj (Living) , . '
SCrIRA.D.m'R Haj .. . L
ARNTZ, 1t (1iving) T
hASS“L Ambassador von
SCHULENZBURG Ambegeador von der
HELLDORYFF, Pollce Preeident Grpf
L.mrll’DOQFF Graf
ADQHNA_TOLKSDORF Graf

(3) Possible Participents

ROMMEL, Field larshal
FROMH, Gol Gen ‘
SPmIDmL, Gen Lt

BRANDT, Col

FASSEL, Col

PLATE, Col ven (living)
SCHUChARDT Col : '

Gen HEUSINGER saw quite a number of the 9'bove men in the Gestamo .-~
" mrison in BERLIV after #3 Jul Ui during his 10-week .confinement there.
Fe has swoken with Gen ¥aj STIZFF and Lt Col SMEMD,

4, CONCLUSICYNS -

Gen HEIUSINGER'g wersinp anmears in general agreement with cther- verslons ‘
which have anveared, Details as to the marticivation of individuals could not
be given with certainty‘. The extent of nartic1pation of some of the ,)unior
officers may not have been as great as im'olied here.

~5- o
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, As one of the few. surv1v1ng nartlc1nants in the nlot Gen HEUSINGWRdcﬁ"ld g
probably provide additional 1nforwatlon on the bas:s of detailed briefs on
this subject.

.
He has nov been sent to NUREHBERG. ‘Further interrogation,if"renuire@ can ‘f':‘iﬁ
be arranged through this Center. : T - ' . L
'- AXK (Bd: BIP)
For tke Commanding Officer'

// (.L(/(.J""‘f(l/(// . Wc&é‘ /

* o MALOIM §. -HILTY, ("//
. - . Cant, AC, R . e
' o - ' Chief, OI Section - ’ e
".10 Jan 46 ' .
DISTRIBUBICH: D', nlus (PYIS) 6sS-2(b) BAOR . 3 coples
' C, : 2 comnies
/ g
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