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Ehe Viet Cong (VC) in Military Region 5 (MR=5) was located

in the Tra Khe dred, ~Tra Bong DIStIFet, Glang Ngan Province,
and was run by the Quang Da Special Zone (QDSZ) Military
Proselyting Section, ~There were-slso two province=1evael
prisoner’ of war (POW) camps, upder The QDSZ. The Hon Tad camp

held prisoners only temporarily, while the camp in Quang Da
ProvVince " Képt prisoners permanently. . Dang Van Hien claims
That mo _U.S, POWS Were sent to NOrth Vietnam Lgxy%Lﬁg;}mﬁgigxmmﬂ
because of the transportation difficiities. End Summary.
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1. Each of the VC regions in South Vietnam (SVN) had one
region-leVelI POW THmp Where U.S. POWs of all ranks and capfured
Army OF The Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) officers_were.hald for..
debBFi8¥ifig and Indoctrination, “The V{ camp for U.S, POWs in
fl  MR=TWAS To¢HTEd " Ih "the "Tra Khe area, Tra Bong District, Quang -
- Ngai Province, It was 18cated In a heavily forested area north—

. west of the Na Nieu River, about six hours' walking distance from-
the point where the Vien(g) River flows south into the Na Nieu
River, approximately 15 kilometers southwest of Tra Bong City.
The Tra Khe camp was runh by the Military Proselyting Section of
the QDSZ Party Committee, the chief of Which Was Colonsl Than
Tan~ T r 1 n h, aka T r i. The chief of the Tra Khe camp in
late 1969 was Senior Captain (fnu) P h u o n g.

2. Two English-speaking interpreters, Lieutenants (fnu)
Hung and (fnu) N h 0, who were both graduates of the Foreign
" Language College of Hanoi University, were assigned to the Tra
Khe camp. Two other Epglish-speaking. officers, both propaganda -
- leaflet writers, were‘available at the camp to interrogats and "

indoctrinate J.S, POWs, = Both were officers of the Military
Proselyting Section of the QDSZ, They were Lieutenant Colonel
Nguyen T h d i, deputy chief of the Military Proselyting Section,
‘and Senior Lieutenant (fnu) T i n h. As of late 1967, eight

U.S. and 12 ARVN POWs were being held at the Tra Khe camp. (Field
‘Comment: ' Dang Van H i e n visited the camp in 1967 but did not
see the U.S8, POWs 'as he stayed just ane night.) :

3. The administration staff of the Military Proselyting
Section of QDSZ authorized the acquisition of rice for the camp
through the use of a ticket system. Each month the Tra Khe camp
received a ticket which was then turned in for a specific amount
of rice, The administration staff provided instructions with the
ticket which indicated where the rice could be picked up. A sum
. of money- also always accompanied thée rice tickets for use in the
purchasé of vegetables, salt, fish, meat and other food items. .
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One was located in the Hon. Tau. Mountains,. YC. Que Son Distric
Quang Nam Province, where prisoners were kept only. tempora;
the other, to which U.S.”POWs ;
forested area on the SVN/Laos ler in V(' r
(Field Comment: VC Quang Nam Brovinee containe Government of
Vietnam /GVN/ Quang Tih Province id Que Son District and portions
. 0of Duc Duc and Duy Xuyen of Quang .am Province., VC Quang Da Pro-
vince containg portions of GVN Quang Nam Province.) A1l captured
members of U,S. and Free World Forces and ARVN officers  wate 5=
corted by The Capturing URIt T8 tha Mon Tin = )
- FOYCE UHitS captured POWS, " tHs 14t LeF Were a3
guerrilla Units €6 B& 8géor8d ™8 “Fhig”
the U S, POWS Immediately Wers o
the Tra Khe ¢amp For debrisfing "
speaking interrogators. Hien

4. There were also two province-level POW camps.;! inder the .QDSZ.

transportation difficulties,

.to NVN, "Hien emphasized the v TN AT
that even seriously wounded v.. : oows vwere nol sent north,

. Begause . all of the travel Ffrom m o i be through heavil
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to travel north,.

cravel from The Fegion to NVN and most U5, POWs ¥
i die within one week ifmgggymﬂggm”wmmmmmw_
According to Hien, it was VC procedure to
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two months to 2

forced

N

- POWs would, _ © | '%7@

xelocate a POV camp after the release of amy POWs. = ="

- troops captured in SYN_were low-level
: sozggggghggvpongommissiqqed officers and for this reason
there was n&”ﬁaiﬁt“fﬁ“ééﬁdiﬁgmﬁhgﬁ”%égyyﬁffor xploitat

L+ WA

were exploited for thei ormation, .

pilots captured ih NN were officers. and, thus.. .. i
£ All U.S. airmen cap- :

tured in NV wero considéred criminals and
only when the war ends. WHiTE"IB“NVN}“Hié

would be released
0 R8AYd "NVN cadres ™

say _that sveh THOUEH tH& diFmen would not

mitting criminai acfgwgéﬁfhéfwfhé”ﬁeéﬁié;"

were captured,

o _
camp was kept current throGg

Tra K
with VC cadres in the Military Pros
QDSZ, MR~5, ¢oncerning the treatment and h

muniques which outlined VC procedures -for
Free World Forces POWs, _la
policies would have been reflected in The
were disseminated throughout. MR-5 in the f
ning in 1967, the communiques were usually
in MR-5.) ’

7. TField Dissem: State USMACV USAID
- (Mr; Nickel only) 7th Air Force USARV NAV
OSI. CINCPAC PACFLT PACAF ARPAC. ,

vouid nOL udVise the U.S. Government concerning aiFmbh Wi
wounded or killed. . _ . _ . . . ot

be tried for coii-
the NVN ToVerhma

information on the

conversations

elyting Section,
andling of U,S. POWs
South Vietnam com-

handling U.S. and

ny changes:in VC POW
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all of 1969. Begin- .

")

ey

disseminated twice a yeaf

CORDS Dir/JUSPAO .
FORV 525th MI Gp 6499 SAG

.

CaNwAG

“ery

Gv5ad “3 S
D ey wrir e

PR TN YT

3
¥




