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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR .
: PENQIODTY T0:  Director, Psychological’ Strategf Board i
SU3J3CT: _____ _Flying Saucers: ~ - :
1. I @u today trassmitting to the National Security =~ I
; Council a“proposal- (?.%3 “a) in which it is concluded that the .
; problems connected viza vnicdentificd flying objects appear to .. i
have implications for 9chnolo~1ca1 sariere as well &as or . %
3 intellizence andoperationss :
- 2. The background-for-tnis-v vi°7 _is. presentec. in some - .
detail in-Z35° 8, = T
3. I suzgest thzi se discuss at an early board meeting - -
the possible offensive or defensive utilization of these . =~ .. . _io
4 phenssena for peychologzical warfare purposes.
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

EENORADTY T0:  Director, Psychological Strategy Board

SUSJECT: Flying Saucers

1, I sn today iransaitting to the llational Security
Council a proveosal (T42 A) in which it is concluded that the
oroblems connected wiin unidentificd-flying objects appear to
have implications for osycholozical warfare as well as lor

intelligence and operations,—

2. The backeround for this view is presented in some
detail in T Be o o

3. 1 suzgaest thz: ve discuss at an early board aeeting

the possitle offersive-or defensive utiiizetion of these-..._.

_prensazna for psychological warfare purpeses.
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Walter B, Saith
Enclosars Director
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cocrdizator progrena involving projocts on e nuader of fronts eal involving a

-

varioty of tochniques mot now usode

4e As ths girictly US militery oporations probdlez of improvad idaatification

el homo aad alroad 15 clowaly tlod Lo a mumber of intolligeaes cuactions, it would

ba sdvaategous to CIA as wil as to the interests of tho intélliganc%,,co@mzba L

of Dopart=sat of Dofarnss, 1f intellizonce research rogiirecents oquld e inoludad -

-

in any organizad inquiry into too eubjact.

~

Be AL tais tizs wo know £ 13%tle of tte oxmct natﬁe;ot,thesa_phemna ,

that additional rassarchmould to ‘pacessary befars it could do zaid vhatker ax,,‘%;re '

suscaptibel to eo:‘:.-clf'm;é;'{fthﬁ‘b%ﬁiliéed for eitbor military oF psycholozicd

cffozse or defonzs, or whsther-army ars rrodictable, ¢ aj;:l;ga.n.thns b2 takon edvextaze

of in =Alitery or psyeaoiogical opsrations.

6s It x=r DO foumd thet ca eppropriato cerntor Yor cuch rosearch would bs
17 A group oueh as Prolast Lizssln vhich is rnod workdng for Dapartrent of Defenss

o4 irolle=s of edr 29fozso,

%o AN L33 tine ww are uradle to find a;z;v vasia in our informtica fer

oo TTer e deriel lulenticus or capabilitiss %o ut111;§ thoro phonomeym
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yarioty of tochnlgquas not now usad,
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4, As the girictly US militery oporations prodlem of improved idsatification
et homo aad alroed is clowaly t1od +o0 e mumber of intelligoase quastions, it would
ba sdvantegzous to CIA, as wil as to the interests of tbe 3o 111g9n00 corporanta

of Dopartment of Dofanss, 1f intelligonce research rog.irevernts oovld ba inoludad _

s

in any organized inqudry into teo subjocts

5. AS this tizs wo know 50 1ittlo of ths ovact naturo of thess phemomema

that additional rassarchuould o DICSSSIFY be?as it could bo caid whstker axjhre
suscaptibel to sonirol and can thua 'bé,;:’.;ilized for oitbor military or psychelezical

¢ffa2se or cefonss, or Thather ery ars rrodictable, arl can thus D3 takon edvantezo

6f in =Alitary or nsyenolszical oparations.

6s It x=r bo fomd thet cn epproprinto centor Yor cuch rasearch would ba -

in & group ouch as Prolosht Lireoln vhich is noy working for Pagrtsdsnt of Delenss

2 rollems of eir defo=co, .

L

L% 213 tire w» are uradle to fod a.z;-cr bosira? 1:\,‘”(.:511"1;{'0?&15102 fer——— -
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"riel lutenticas or capabllitiss to utilize thots phonomsm
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MR Ltrraay, Ths Sortst Pracs bag T slont on tre

baonisnant oa tho cu;:jc;:t == thich is
Peitslf protocativo e Al v ere not yot adlo to copralzo ths prosent lavel
Teov "10’3;:§ of .‘.‘é:rlct csclentints rogarding thozo phénoa:na.
e I wuld eperedlatud if this agorey could partleizato in any plans ————
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toqulry into thds eubjosts
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o i e Strong has discusssd with JOL\ soca of the goneral foatures of this - L
- — 1.7 Pirt- ///N/ 7£o 2. :

"~ problom, and now 1 should. 15%0 ) to'dascribe 'briefly Lox the Mr Forco ras
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organizsd its study of reports on tmidentiﬁ'ed flying objects and outline
its retkods,

The sdninistrative umdt new handling the Air Force inquiry on these

phenozera 1s Eﬂm&.den‘tu‘iéd Flylug Ojests  {ETTCT... . _
Section of the Aroraft Promlsion Brench of the TAD)
‘ Tesknical Azalysis Division of Mir Teshmteal JEETEE) i
S lh;-s;ce Cezﬂ‘.e;, -Wricht Field_.j Sy SR Y 2
Q.

r:’msc sall sockion is headad Yy an Alr Foros Reserve Captain, B, Je Ruppelt —

d‘ A// 7"'[ Q/,/"““/’, 00 e & &” ')l"i}‘ 7*
assisted Ty two lisuteramts end two secretaries, It is _ilc_g_?};{ @75@9771‘7

Al

L

that the.coxtroling collection dirsctive to ths entire Air Force origimted

.~

- 7/,/7/1:-?' SR IV
end it is $o this emall group that ths flood of reports on unddentiiied-{lying
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AFesHE osmos for oal.g oa and a.nalysiso T

Tke zirsnzsth a~d positlon of this central admial si:rati_vo group clearly
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indizatss a low leval of support, and, presursbly, cerious reservations.in tte

4 - .. Air Foros 'egs.rdlnf, 4+bs valus of extensive mquinr into the subjoot, Paradoxieall ©
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this oontral offort ab A7IC is rainteinod oz & miriral basis vhile thers i - -
consurrontly ordored & worldeido roportirg systom ead en intorcoption pregran
yhich ray expond hundreds of ran hours prd thousards of dollara,

The r=thoda used by Air Force are now in ths process of chango but the

oonclusions amd oxplamations givea to the publie ‘are based on the process I e

goinz Lo dsscribé'.'
Rossarch and analysis ab this tims fs imited alzast gxelusivoly to.tbs

cass history rsthod. Bepor‘zs, vhich ero limited in their cmraga totew

broad elemomta of izforratloes, sro rocaeived ﬁcaihs eld :&inly tnroué’.'t

tho Lﬁr—intenigsgcs’ropgii;g systony ‘???,9“,5}} slco to a lirdted extexnt from

ks oilar ssrvizss

az3 f‘o:z t!:e Dez=rttant of State.
/ . i . -
Lf.‘_. “to tha Unidsztified U‘ojac';s Section vhars each ors

§8, oxardnad separatoly to doternins vhethsr it is explairable RS ”zé.si:’térp:sts

44003 of & Xncwra objsot”, or whether it must o clagsed as Mumexplaired.” ard

.

subjast to furlisr imstigation.

ﬁn tds sorting p:oco,ars,j thar xjopoxfts ere first ,exa.:z}.md in the light of

- v oy

@stablis=2d axzd resdily availadble f.sct‘asuoh as knm balloon traoks or alreraft -
ﬁ

tligh‘:.s.! Ths repors ray then dbe reforred to an Aly Force Buge or to the Office
1
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of Spoclal Tmvostication far dirsct inmterrezation of tho roportors Alco, in

gors cases the reports ers reforrcd to tochrical or celomtific cpoclalists

I'd

for ixtorprotations IV should b3 torzs iardnd that this is ell ca an

1ndividml case basis,

|

Thore has boen no systerstio or oxtonsive use of other ctandard mothods of

- proceseing data, It is trus that thaers have boon o for atloxpis o oxamins

soms of tho Troadsr quoations trab have boon ralszed by thoso reportse ATIC hag,

P AR i e g

for oxexple, laboriouzly gozs through the aocwmilation of "unoxplaired® US ropor .
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ons by ons, to plot “Nem oa & my,  Thosa plots show a hizh incidsace of

reporiod casas paar atamie Instal letions and Strateglo Alr Cormard baszes bub

this xizht Yo exvectsd bircauss of trs greatey rimbor of alort obsarvers in such

pinces, - Actually, a mrbsr of eécéﬁ:d’-ﬂsom’eh'toohﬁ!@'.:os,thibfsh?tdtf'be used

in agy effort Lo g2in a e0\2d undarstarding of thoss phonowom, havo not toen

orployed,

Thers 13, of courss,| coms |doubt rogarding ths oxtont and ldnd of effork

concern, Cazbtaln Buryzell iomirked Lhat, ay ihe prodlon coom3 to be of rore

. s AR " o LTS T
- - o 8 - - -
Y . PO -

caicern to o3rraticna than to intellimnea, it nizht appropriatoly bo moved oud

of intolligczcs to sooe oporatlormal corrard, |(Vithin tho last two vmeks, h2
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ad=ittad t2 bo iraloquate evea for tro 1i:d.tod casc-.d.tov a::arcaol:. S\u-thsr,

Bk AR T e LT

ths ersuors ore 2ov processed in c uch oy ag to casldy pormit the

- €oterzination of tho lims of rezzarch ead efnlysis thad s}:auld be fol;.omd i
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to ostedlisu calsgorics. ci‘ t.:s oviects. reaor"o:l shape, sles, oolor, ota, or

to show such things £5 sxortast, loamst erd av ':a o duralion of aightings of

Lo =y

ijﬂﬁts of ".";."ious:1’53%33;;}W”WWWWW?' S Y

wp Atepet s 2o 9-'.’-.'":"‘ Foo T sed ot prenns Ao oeriocy! L o
E’a:.a:a teiicienelios ben conesired a*ai::,l: ?:Jin‘: cross~3e~?mrlsc’n:jr€}mm
== -
I'I-)u.f prrAEe s LTS 'J'*'";-"I R A "-\:,:;.'.\.."___,e.—*m..._ Lol
have bea: =0 gtudios, for &x em:le, that ..oul oraAro Q)rtun vanthor eo-u}..tlona

with the spzoarasso of cortein colora of Ll@i‘ci?lw

.. Lo . A .




PPN

JeB Ly

i s s dhis s b 2

Ab2

RRISPRLTTIR YR VAP N LY P PINE 1N

_cea be mmads fron material nov. available,
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There are a nunmber of standard analytical processes that pight be used if
J/;’ 7_!’/'/,‘!!{’/1[ 5’:"'4’"'-‘{;/.!;5;

7
leconsidered £
,‘

worth a full blown effort, It might define in -
detail the research objectives to be used fin'jrelation to the quéstiomire.

After the.. arsas of most profitadle researoh had been .d.etemined s & logleal nox
step would de to isolate the im?or‘te.nt;elemnta_ in each problem area,

o rUuvE ey -
A third stsp would be to set up means by which to make many useful crosse

Frnally
comparisons. Fewsth, trond studies as wsll as area studies could bs made.,

Z' Finally, thare mizht be "an objective study on the attributes of available daqti

- - .- . . - -"7

In surmary, phe,—liﬁ':ité’dféé}iﬁéél’Qﬁiﬁrﬁiéihé,’sﬁpgé given to the project

by Air Forcs, coupled with the extrexsly linited scops of the enalybical work

doze thus far, bas placed a strict ©siling on the kind of interpretations that
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- aierd studlos es 11l o5 rree $hulics csuld b0 racs. Eh:ro is rev no
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pictvio of row %io various rnonorcm T8y Mivo forred reticrns, either no
rogards agrrezation or disporsal over spocifie perlods of oo j

e P LY - Y L] 0
yirallo, thora micht bo en obioetive ctudy on the eitrititss of evallatls

\_\Mu:a far, T3powis tacozelros (ncﬁ fac. T8 prasoxt wiitin those '—cports)

ary only ol23c0d "explalnable® or Maok oxplained®, ‘I: iz nsh Lm:m to m’e

orlout, o thove, olexands of osraistox 5 my extead ‘*hrou,;’; doth tho

collosti0a of Parpladnsblel asd "nst ex i mo-t****": O
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Toom othriicy aceurclts rooortse  Aa 11lustration of o_consogaensd of this

Txitation would Bo tho prota™oa wikasyy fate of & valid reporsv o vhat wvuwa -

91 cloud, whoa obsorT>d oa a well estadlisted talloon trasy,

I8 wodd, 4z all probatility o clascad "exﬂ.imbla" 09 o Wlleen, - The

rolefation ¢f 215 TOIIrY Yo 4ho Moxplaimd® catoror Jery .:.r.:l'*1 faln oy ma

. .- . - . e
i . . aL Nevhaeataad aakeet STy ¢ .
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olomarts prose=t In 433 report oul of the reach of lator a:nl;;:in.

_ In m=mary, the 1At coairal adalaistrative _suppors givon to tho p*ojoot

912122 with tho oxtromaly 1i-itod 5eodo of Tho eradtyticnl vork

> D23 by wndeh Yo sort oub v2id olozexnts frem othermss
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) can bo accc,-oa oaly with oaut;lon. . L, . .
! 1', e T 0 A, 2 R L R ‘.
- - - .‘ L § ey v‘ ‘ r' ’l '
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E A roviged auas’c:lmm, no? bairg dasigred by Adr Force and Bat*ale«mrts

:

;; vill give ~ors 'c‘.ata.ll to e ach cass=history, [Fs_‘e have heard izfd':-ézl!;r; though, .
that muny objoets are not roperted in Zorea bocauso of tha burden of roquired
paper=work, A loaZer questiomraire vould rake pilots oven rors relustazs 4o

4 yoport tholr uig,‘a%in,,s. LAlso, x::my cross ooma.riso:;s will. bo posn‘ble iz‘ N
e St

1 presoxt plans to use pimch cards ere carrlod mi‘a'{s In adiiﬁon,'immnts
1 my o expected if Air Forco follows through on its prosent plaa to ostablisn —
a2 advisery board of top.levsl ssiontists, Further, the owremb plan to place
3 ozphasis oa using ingtrzsrtetion such as rofrection pxid carvras and ey tyro
i Bohmlds tolazcopos, will ylold nore ucablo fackse Tho abssncs thus fos, howsver,

of a w21l plamwsd £24 proporly puided rosearch p:‘a:;mn kos it appoar that 1% -

g my bo oo $ime in ths Artuive bofore wo can oxpect complots oxplamations of
3 pany of iisss phansw=x, Ty, (
. \!_’,-' -'//‘-‘_;.«; :'\ .
. <‘\..,-r‘ ‘r.,': R
8 1 N or +rs DXt pard of our prosentatios, %, 'Du:'ai:S‘ln disouss som of thi
! - - - LN - v_ _ - o .

factora tial kaw booa foud, or ray bo 1m1ﬂad, thece reparta.
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Part I = Weather Dalloons

1. In tho an2lysis of Flyobrpts prior to 1 Jul 52 approxinately 153%
vore classiflied as "possibly” or probably" balleon, The basis for dzci-
sloa was gencrally little note than a form of zuessworky if tho Flyobrpt
did not do anythinz, and oueh laevay vas allowed for obaerverts fallivility,
that a balioon eould not do in mageuverg, speed, ¢bcey and if the descripw
tion corresgondsd oven roughly to that of a ballosn, 1t vas so classified,
If there wis no particular reason to bslieve a talloon wes in the areay the
report tecane a Mpossible®, If the sightina occurred near a balloon 1sunshe
ing site or on or about the launch tine, it becaze a "provable¥, It was
obvicus that an effort to obtain factuzl data to support such conclusions
was in order. . ' :

2+ ATIAA~5 approached the probdlem of weather balldonS'first. Yeather
balloons zrs of the folloming types:r R

a. Padiosonda - Pubterized tan latex, &' in dizzeter at laupch,

©.up to 20! at altitude. Cerries a transcitier and telemetering devico for

terperalura pressure, dewpsint sequences, waich transmitter under certain - -
conditicns would give redar returas. Also carries a white running light
during nicht launches batbtery operated, which should 1258 £or dura‘ion of
flight, Normzal-ascent=is 10.70,020! = 100,000, at & 1,000 fo/=iz, at which
2ltitude the taliocn bursts_and equipaent recovery is effected by a red
paraciute. .

be Rewin=Sare talloon as above, tut it carries only a radar:
Btriapsla®, 2ad is 2 wirds-eloft otservations :

oo Ge Rerinsonde =82z, a cosdination of raowin-and radioseade, — 0

"0s Fibal = A yudtarized tan-latex balloon, 30" in diamebor ab rew
lease ard L or 51 at aliituds, DBurst znd clinb.comparabls to radiosonds, .
A winds 21273 ozecrvation, tracked by thoodolite, Carries running lizht for
right lecnsses, s ' -

ALY 4rpos of balleors are launched at 03092, 00002, 15002 and 100Z
daily, Eowever, socme stations launch one, two, threec, or four times daijyy
othars launsh-irresdanly, sd2e lacrieh oAly one type, and others several op
all, In zdiisicn, %ime of launch -may vary approximaialy thirty ninutes froo
the schodulad tizme, eliher way. ALl 2genoies vhich launch belloons are quick
to admit that balloons can ralfunction and that rany ere lost, In sddition,
wind currenis ob aleitude can cause the balloons to essuse odd shapes end
strango marnsovers.— Tho talloons under ¢ertain akmoanharic conditions can
epPCAr O &< 31503% oy color, end noy be visible oven a2b extroms altitudes,
particularly ab sunrisa aad suncet; to an observer on tho ground.

o
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3+ ATIAaS, fzeed with thds situation, ccipiled in July a filo of tale
loon launch data cerds for Alr aathor Servica, Faval Air “ieather Service,
ard Yicaticr burcau laurch stations. In ad:iivion, this infermztion is pice -
tured rraphically cn tho weather balloon launsh Yocalion chairb.,- Corzoining
thig inforzation with the winds aloft data whieh AVIC reeoives froa tha face
8icdils charts has ofton providad a solution to Flyobrpts. Glznificantly,

- +ballosns, poassivle and probaole, increased from 15: in June to 305 in Mguat,
with 253 4n July, Tha perceatezo of reports analyzed as Yunknorm" daereasad
proportionately. This gain is a real ongy a2nd rasulbs froa the accumulation -
of the bazizround data and the eliaination of EUCESTIOrK, :

- ba The actual ridiosonds meveorolosical information 1s exiracted by 211

agencles Iauncring talldons oato wLAN 3la, 31b, ond 31c.  For vinds alofs ob=
sorvaticns, =211 agensles use VAN 20 and 202, end these forms also insluds .
the tracx of the ballooa, Al agoncies forvard thesa records to tha hatioral .
Feathor Ra2cords Cenvor, Grove Arcada Building, Asheville, North Carolinra,

ATTAN-5 hos recucsted tha €3, 473y which maintairs a-detachment at Asheville,

to per=it "Blue Fook" to daal diroctly with Asheville, Tho intcantion is to B
requast pholpsiata of the scunding (WIAK 2125 by ¢) azd tho bellooa-track - - -
(582 20 and 0a) at corsain Specific tines and placcs. If thig is approvad,
ATIC Wi} be in a position to obiatn these rescords for- every bhallesn flight
...~ &aunched in the UuSey.from ovorscas imerican tssss, and frea all tha U,S. — —
" 8hips and weather s3aliohs at s9a, I8 additicn, ATIAteS Will combime touss

- the balleon lauceh infermasdcon avzilable in bhis office and will froa time to

tine W& vaplous launch sites fOr specific infomniicns Thsss rethoda of
a2pproash will solve tha pronlen of woatilar balloonse Comem oo e s

PLVTTONPR I

Lo

Part II ~ Uppor Afp Researsh Ealloons — . -

Speclally desirned Yyp2s of bLalloons ars used by tho USAF and tha . -

. eration wiih varicus coniractors %0 obitain uppar aip data

for seicniifice purtoses,  ihore 35 no deubh izt thess balloons eause Fly=
rreiinz-data of elevenm swel fllzhts in-July resultad in positive -
ddentific.tion in throe cases, probablo identification in three mores The

- U.S. tavy, vhrcugh-its fisld ropresentadive of CNR st the Unlversiiy of
Kirnvsois, daadis with three contrachors.  Tne b.1ldens roleased arz larze
wbite polysiayiens uypos capaule of expandinz to 100! in disgeter and C3ITy =
ing vp %o 350 pounds of reiellic equipcent, valvo and inflation arranzaoenis
conirol fl=alling-altisudes,  Daturally, thoy arv visible even ab extroma -
2liliudss vndor nomy conditions wnd sro-cdpavic of assuaing alzost any shapa.

ToTIIrs oftez roloase fron time to time fres or atuached clustars of

the PA aog P Gype rucherized balloons, 22 welle :

i A ki
il od
.

Mw}‘
O oy
5' ;
[

. 4

LT

[}

et i A St

~. ' 2¢ These flizhii 2ro oftea of long duration; one Minneasolis roleagsd
balloon =33 trackad to Cape Cod and losby then it was recovercd in Pordoaux,
Francee., Tacy are uracked by ten BEDF stadions hrougnout tho Unitod States,
i“‘:‘;‘:“ N eeel s em Wt -m?'.{,; told Y L Seain ) .
- 3» ATIAMD nz3 tzken stops to sau up a reporting syston for all bale - -
*doon flirhts of tha Kavy contractors, This rrocrum »ill be imulazonted
15 et 57 2nd will parzanenily solve the preila of U4S. Kavy upper air
Yo3earch talioons, .

Yy }Ca,, -
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L. The U3AF cparabes tvio projeeta, "Cophar and "Loby Dlck™, whlch
$mvolve tho relezsas of tho larfe polycthylene typo ‘balloonye In all partice

ulars, flizht durations, traching methedsy elces thoso flirhts aro corpar~

atle to the U.3,. kavy projects.. At prescnt, ATIALeY has no com-unication:
or Maigon Ath those projecnsy bub ATIA =5 intonds to usoe the saao approacn

and reportins systema with tho USAF projects as with the Maval contractorss

Conclusion: _ o .

. Brlt 52 ATIAA=S should b3 receivin? ¢ouplats data oa all weather,
Navy Lpp’“‘ airy and USAF uprer 2ir balloon releasca, - - ,

otes

This peper is 2 shord-introduciion to tho "balloon “b:\se" of Project
Blus Boox. Fo*&qo..a desiring tho cozpleto inforn auion, such as agencles
and pe?sor-" tleg involved, chanasls and methods of carmunication, ete.y 1t
w11l be necessary to. raad tha followding supperting papors which are on fils~
" in ATIMOS'

» Balloon Data Foldar

e b.*’”"‘scﬂuaneaua Corresaondegnﬂe‘:ili-.'.be ter-5 Sep 52, tor

USAP Carnbridze Pescarch Caniter, Cambridis, lassachusebis, subjs Adr Forea -
pper Air %2 arc:h Eadicon 221m2s5e3, and Tirst irdorscasnt tharetos = \—

Co . Adr Wizathor Servige Correspondence File =-Letter 22 Sep 5

to: CG, ATS, subit- (Z'.__:uo’;s:-,r ta for Preject Dlug Bocke — T T

Qe U.S. Nav r-Corr es:;‘;'}ﬁdéﬁéé File 1stters 9 Sen 52, toy Mr¥
Ur ralloon Projeess, and OiR answer thersio. -

Branch, O3, sudj: Ol Upzer Al

Co— Trave lﬁ.?“ﬁ?‘t - Lv e G. 1‘.“5’ 25 }.Lg 52 to ¥ "73.53’1;235‘503, D.C.
* f. _ Trﬁvcl Rem’p,*LHTGFﬂues,*IB Sep 52, to AShEVillQ’ }-o CI

- g=_Traval Peporb = Li-A. G. Flues, 30 Sop 52, to tdmncapolis,

5 ¥ .
¥nnzsota,
.
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