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5 January 1973

ME MORAN DUM

. SUBJECT- Sighting of Three American Prisoners of War in Tan Uyen
District, Bien Hoa Province, South Vietnam

In May or June 1970 at about 1700 hours one aftcrnoon,g
_w_z}gchi-ved three U.S. prisonersz of woy (POWs) in Rinh CE
Hém’et Binh My Village, Tan Uven District, Bicn Hoa Province, South

" Vietnzm (SVN), for about 30 minutcs {froni a distance of zbout ten nieter 5.
Lccording to their =ix guards, who were members of the unit which had
Lcaptured them, th‘, POWe were ambushed while ridins in 2 jeep by soldiers
of the Viet Cong (VC} Chau Thanh District unit, Binh Duong Province, on
xntcr -province Rq.:d 16, near XT916292, about sceven kilometers nore‘.hwegg_
of Tan Uycen District Towia. /1 /

/1/The above information was coordinated with JPPRC which made the
following comments; "JPRC's corrclation of this report indicates that
the Source probably described the incident involving SFC Jue PP, Pederson,
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MEMORANDUM
. SUBJECT Sighting of Three American Prisoners of War in Tan Uyea
District, Bien Hoa Province, South Vietnam

’ SOURCE z®/ 7 7T P
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}. In May or June 1970 at about 1700 hours one afternoon, Lo
:u;}Qb_smec. three U. S, prisoners pof war (POWs) in I3inh Co_
Ham;ct Birh My Viilage, Tan Uyen District, Bien Yoa Province, South

" Vietnam (SVN), fcr about 30 minutcs from a distance of about ten mieters.
According to their six guards, who were members of the unit which had
Laptured them, the POWs were ambushed while riding in a jeep by soldiers
of the Viet Cong l‘.’C) Chau Thanbh District unit, Rinh Duong Province, on
Inter-province Road 16, near XT916292, about seven kilometers northwest
of Tan Uven District Towi. Ll_]

’

/1/The above information was coordinated with JPRC whick made the ‘
following comments: "JPRC's correlation of this report indicates that
the Source probably described the incident involving SFC Joe P. Pedcrson,
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2. All of the POWs appearcd to be in good health and did not apy _
to be wounded. They were cauvcasian and wore civilian clothes, Cne F(
vas about 35 vears old, 1.90 meters tall, had a medium build and 5 long )
Aface. The second was about J, 80 meters Lal) and had a heavy build., Tk
1hi2d POW was about 1. 70 meters tall and zlso bad a heavy build, f2/

‘3, The POWs and their guards remained overnight in BDinh Co
Hamlet. The POWs were given bread to eat and were placed in trenches
10 sleep. The next morning they were scrt to the VC Subregion (SR} 3
Yeadquarters in War Zone D. The guards were armed with AK rifles
and tied the hands of each man for the trip. /3/ and /4/

/1/ Continued. SP4 James E. Rozu and PFC Robert P, Prillips, all of
_the U, S, Army. The three individuals were last secn on 23 June 1970;
the:g vehicle was found later the same day at XT801340C on 2 road near
Ben Cat Village, Binh Duong Province, SVN, Further, this is the only
datefcircumstance correlation for the time {frame and 2rca. The vehick
involved was 2 two znd one-half ton military vehicle, not a jeep, and wa
left at the scene. These individuals ate carried by the U. S, Army in th
following status: SFC Pederson - MiA; 5P4 Rozo and PFC Phillips «
czptured (Lased on additional information). "'
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/2/%;“ L _‘Bwas shown the "Photog-aphs of Missing and (_,aptura
FPersonnel in SEA" album published by the Joint Personnel Recovery
Center (JPRC) but was unable to identify any of the rnen.

/3/VC SR-5 has since been redesigrnzted Thu Bien SR, Thu- Bien SR
includes Government of Vietnam (GVIN) Due Tu and Tan Uyen District:
Bien Hoa Province; Bicn Hoa City; most of Thu Duc District, Gia Dink
Province; Chau Thanh, Lai Thicu and Phu Giao District, Binh Duong
Province; Phu Cuong City and portions of Kien Tan District, Long Khan!
Yrovince.
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