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DATE: 16 December 1971

MEMOKANDUM FOR: Capt. Charles Redman

SUBJECT : Results of Photo Comparison,
Case No.
REFERENCE : Request from NOK of Howard H. Smith .

1. Transmitted herewith are results of photo compari-
son anzlysis between the Christmas 1968 film of American
PWs in North Vietnam and photographs submitted with refer-
ence.

2. The evideace cited in the attached report does not
constitute definitive proof of the status or identity of
indivicuals portrayed in the questioned photographs.

3. Since the Agency's participation in this program
is clascified, the fact of such participation musi not be
revealcd. This report, therefore, may nct be used in an
unclassificd arena, and the Agency cannot be responsible

for any action ot decis‘on based in whole or in part on the
judgmerts expressed im the report.

-
4. Al} waterials received from your office in connection
with subject request are re‘urned herewith.

FOR TH: CHIEF &
CIA Rep., 1PRIC

nek!
Attachnents: v
(1) Christmas 1969 comparison No. v
{2) Matcerials submitted with request: Ve! 7ﬂ47
(a) Overlay Y f
(b) 1 precapture photos W0
(¢) Other: . {b
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6 Deccmber 1971

Date of Report:

.

PROTO CO'PARISON ANALYSIS RESULTS: Christmas 1969 No. _

1.

(u

(v)

b.

Summary of request: (Date received: I

Please compare the attached @1 pre-capture photo-
with the

graphs of lloward H. Smith

Christmas 1083 i obé%%n%g'by Representative Zion,
especially prints numbered DIA __USN

USAF 37-5 .

See attached overlay for exact location of image to
be compared.

Summary of comparison performed:

The fellowing frames were chosen for comparison with
the photographs submitted: .

__technicians working independcntly of each
ether analvied the identifiable features listed
below.

Results of analysis:

{(U) Quality of pre-capture photeographs submitied:
Adequate/inadequate for analysis of recognizable
features, .

{11}y Quality of frames in Christmas film: Adeguaze/
inadequate for analysis of recognizahle features.
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(8)
(9)

The follewing features were considered c¢is-

§imilar:

(1)
(25
(3}
(4
(3}

Conclusion:

{1} 1In view of the similarity in general
appearance and significant number of
.similar features,
could be the subject of the questioned
photographs.,

{2} In view of the significant number of
differences in distinguishable fea-

tures, probably
is not the subject of the questioned
photographs.

{f}ii; In view of the gquality of photography
"= and the small number of distinguish-
able features which could be compared,
no conclusion can be reached.

The same image has Leen coémpared with pre-
capture photographs of Air Force,

Kavy, farine, Army, and

civilian personnel,
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g. Comments:

Howard H. Smith photo compirison’case:
The image selected, USAF nuaber 37-5 in the
1969 Christmas film. Regrettably the effort
has been fruitless in regard to 37-5.

WARNING: This photo comparison analysis was
performed utilizing the best available tech-
niques; however, the quality of the photo-
graphs in guestion precluced positive iden-
tifitation. There may be other overriding
factors concerning the individual'®s case
which could confirm or invalidate the photo
comparison analysis.

Attachments:
(a} Post-capture photographs, with overlay or other exact
identification of image to be compared:

(b} FPre-capture pheotographs: I
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