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SIGHYINS OF A DEAD U.S. PILOT In SnUOL DISTRICT, KRATIE

FROVINCZ, CAMBCDIA
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{“flv ii SAW A U.S. UHLA HELICOPTER CRASH IN FLAMES NEAR XU553447

N SNUDL DISTRICTs KRATIE PROVINCE, CAMBODIA, LATER THE SAME
DAY, FERSONNEL 0OF "fﬁ VIET GONG (VC) STH piviSION WHO WERE STKT]ONED

WAl
St

[N THE AREA TOLUE | JTHAT THE PiLOT c03 guT OF THE HELICOPTER AND

T
ERE SRR |

YRIED TD EV¥ADEZ C‘P?URE BUT WAS CAUGHT IN A REARBY STREAM. IMMEDIATELY

prren THE crasHk T san A UL . gyif FLYING OVER THE CRASH SITE

AND SOMEOPE WN T#E 0V1ﬂ WAS SPEAKING IN ENGLISH OVER A LOUDSPEAKER,

i

)4 FRIEND or £ a
SATD THAT THE 0V1E WAS TRYING TO HELP THE DOWNED

PILGT, FPERSONREL =ACH THE STH BIVI 108 SALD ?Hh? THE DOWNED UHLA

Wip BEEN INVOLVED IN CARRYING ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC (ARVYN) TROOPS INTD

abb

SNUSL DISTRICT FOFR AN CPERATION AGAINST THE 5TH DIVISION. THEY f&‘“ ;
RERE

N

5A1D YTHAT ALL OTHER nZRSONNEL ABOARD THE UH1A WERE KILLED IN THE ¢l

CRLSH.

2.~ THE SAME PERSONNEL of THE STH DIVISION SAID THAT A V.S,
0CgBRAY HELICOPTER WAS SHOT DOWN ON THE SAME DAY REAR THE UH1A ;P:
WENT 70 SEE THE WRECKAGE OF

KELICOPTER:  THC JAYS LATERS

BDTH AIRGRAFT: bHE WRECKAGE OF THE wCOBRAM WAS LOCATED NEAR

545442, HE ALSQ FOUND THE BODY OF WHAT HE BELIEVED T0 PE THE
salp THE MAN APPEARED

. pILOT OF THE ®COBRAM AT ABOUT vus48442 .
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10 HaVE BEZN DEAY FOR TWo DAYS. HE HAS A CAUCAST AN, AROUT 3@ YEARS

0D, ABOUT 1.75 CEYERS TALL AND WEIGHED ABOGUT 70-KILOS, HE-. HAD

‘4 THIN BUILD, A LGNG FACE, AND BLONDISH HAIR, HE WAS DRESSED IN A

KHAK ] ULTFORM, H2D A PISTOL HOLSTER AND A GOLD HEDDING RING,
(j:::;ESAID THAT GTHER PERSONNEL IN THE AREA HAD 4.50 GONE TO LOOK

AT 1T FUT NO AYTENPT HAD BEEN MADE T0 BURY THE BODY SINCE AN

OPERAT -GN WAS TAKING PLACE AT THE $iME AND ND ONE HAD TIME To DO SO.

S LY

i KNOY WHAT HAPPENED TO THE BODY.

} kAS SHOWN VOLUMES 1 AND I1 OF

WER1SANERS AF WeR AND MISSING 1N aetion Ty SODNTHEAST AGIAY £UT

WAS UNABLE TO MAKE AN IDENTIFICATION.)
IR J CoMMENT:  FOLLOKING 1S AN EVALUATION OF THE

REFQRT BY THE JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION CENTER (JCRC3I

A UHiH HELICOQPTER CRASHED AT XU488458 ON 17 MARCH 1971.
THE c0-2]LpT CWi JAMES H, HESTAND, USA (JCRC NR, 1911) WAS CAPTURED
AT THE CRASH SITE AND RETURNED TO U.S. CONTROL ON 12 FEB 73,
MESTAND REPORYED THAT HE SAW THE P1LOT AND ONE CREWMAN EVADING IN THE
VICINITY-OF THE CRASH SITE. SINCE NEITHER WAS REPORTED IN THE POW
CipP SYSTEM, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT BOTH WERE KILLED. HESTAND REPORTED

" wpA" A SECOND CREWMAN HAS KILLED ON 17 MARCH 713 KIS BODY HAS
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FOUND IN THE VICINITY OF CRASH SITE BUT waS NOT REMOVED. AN
JARo16 COBRA GUNSIIP WAS MIT BY SMALL ARMS FIRE ANJ CRASHED AT
XU4BB458,  YHE ILDIVIDUAL REPORTED i3 IDENTIFIED AS LT LAWRENGE
E. LILLYs USA (JURC NR, 55413, WHO WAS Co«PILOT, FHE PILOT WAsS
RECQVERED BUY INTENSE GRGLUND FIRE FORCED THE RESCUE AIRCRAFT To
LEAVE LILLY ON GROUND, & VIETNAMESE ARMY (ARVN) GROUND RESCUE
VEAN REPORTED THAT LILLY WAS KILLED 58-10g HITERS FROM THE WRECKAGE,
THE ARVN TEAM WAS ELIMINATED WHILE ATTEMPTiNG T0 SECURE THE SITE,
ALTHOUGH .THE REPCRT PLACES BOTH CRASHES IN THE VICINITY oF XUS544,
BOTH CRASHES OCCURRED AT SAME CODLRDIMNATE LisTE ~OOVE. )

T DISSEMI DEFENSE ATTACHE FOR JCRG REPRESENTATIVE
IN SAIGON: SENT 50 CINCPAC !FOR CthPAC AND PDLAD ONLY? USSAG
"AND VIENTIANE (FOR JORC REPRESENTATIVE ONLY)
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