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Pevu: € ownterseriorint § apadilities of Civilian Srewiny Yoree

R

Peow's o ihun seourny forces oo hampored in the strugplc agamat
the Seadern B umsnesa terrorit grovp By aged of nadequon
Qurpment, shlcrageny raalry. poor iraimng. and Lok of coording-
Qo an gathening and Jhaning snicihigence un subrenane actisties
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Peru: Counterterrorist Capabliities
of Chilisn Secwrity Forces tu)

Peru’s givilian sxcurity forces are hampered in their
strugglc against the Maoie tervorist group Sendero
I.umimm .

concenitaicd im the rural Andean Separiment of
Ajscucho, »here it enjoys most of it porwiar support,
but there are s1s0 amall cetls in Lima and other

ametropolilah areast By

otkra Mg Belaunde’s inauguration in 1980, the growp
emboriod on 2 campaign of low -rid, Righ-profike
Serrotisl atiacks comisting primanity of dynamiting g2

eecirical waent, public buildingt. and police pasts.
Within the tam year, bowever, operntions hsvt be-
come more aggressive. and Rove inctuded op increas-
ing oumber of assauingtions of locat Wffciah end

sspecied poluct infarmants u

Tiw memory of b castet in 1968 by the miliun,
which had beeh polilicized during an earlicy counter:
murgency ampaigh, bas d Belaunde Vo rely atmost
eaclusively on @vilig 0 security forom 10 contsin the
threat. To date, the results have deen mincd In recent
months, & nemder of medlcre! membens of the group
Bave boen srresiod or killed. Nevertheless, repesiod
Artacks gn aolsted police pasts in Ayecucho bave
Forced the grerentersded civilian accwnity foroe 1o pul!
beck and cormolidate in larger garrisoms. Incidents
nch a1 Sendero Luminoso’s sttack on A yscucho
prison in March. which fread many imprivoned ierror-
sty have highlighod police weaknersss and incraased
pressure o Bolaunde W0 sanction the diredt iovubve-
men! of the armed forces.
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