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I. EL SALVADOR: FACED WITH HUMAN RIGHTS CONCERNS

CHARGES OF GOVERNMENT REPRESSION, PARTICULARLY ALLEGATIONS OF
RILITARY COMPLICITY IN THE MURDERS LAST WEEK OF §ix JESUIT PRIESTS,
CONFRONT PRESIDENT CRISTIANI WITH HIS GREATEST POLITICAL CHALLENGE
TO OATE: HIS ADAINISTRATION'S CREDIBILITY DEPENDS ON A QUICK AND
THOROUGH INVESTIGATION AND SUCCESSFUL PROSECUTION OF THE GUILTY
PARTIES. é :

CRISTIANI MAS PUBLICLY CONDEMNED THE MURDERS AND HAS PROMISED
TO PUNISH THE KILLERS, EVEN IT THLY INCLUDE MIMBERS OF THE ARM[D
TORCES. AN INVESTIGATION IS UNDER WAY, AND THE GOVERNMENY
MAS PEOQUESTED ASSISTANCE FROM LAW ENFORCEMCNT AGENCIES IN THE us,
THL Uk, aND Spain. S i

ALTHOUGH NO HARD INFORMATION ON THE ILENTITY OF THE KILLERS 1S
AVAILABLE, A WIDE RANGE OF GROUPS HAVE ALREADY BLAMED THE ‘
COVERNMENT. +uNSNEEREEND SAYS ALLEGED EYEWITNESSES TO THE MURDERS ',H,,/
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HAVE NOT CUME FORTH. MEANWHILE, THE REBELS MAVE ACCUSED THE MILITARY
OF CAUSING CIVILIAN CASUALTIES BY INDISCRIMINATE AERIAL nncxs.'

COMMENT: THE MURDER OF THE PRIESTS THREATEMS TO OVERSHADOW
OThER ISSUES IN EL SALVADOR, INCLUDING THE REBELS' RESPONSIBILITY
FOR STARTING THE OFFENSIVE AND THEIR INABILITY TO SPARK AN
INSURRECTION OR REACH ANY OF THEIR MILITARY OBJECTIVES. EVEN |F THE
KILLERS ARE IDENTIFIED, THE LIMITATIONS OF EL SALVADOR'S LEGAL
SYSTEM, SUCH AS RESTRICTIONS ON USING CERTAIN TYPES OF EVIDENCE AND
THE VULNERABILITY OF JUDGES TO BRIBERY OR INTIMIDATION, PROBABLY
WILL HAMPER A SUCCESSFUL PROSECUTION. tF ROBERTO D'AUBUISSON, A
POPULAR AND WELL-CONNECTED FIGURE IN RIGHTWING SALVADORAN POLITICS,
1S INVOLVED IN THE KILLINGS
CRISTIANI PROBABLY ALSO WILL FACE GREAT POLITICAL PRESSURE TO
PROTECT D'AUBUISSON, REGARDLESS OF CONCERNS ABOUT CONTINUED US A1D.
1T 1S HIGHLY UNLIKELY CRISTIANI QR SENIOR MILITARY LEADERS ARE

INVOLVED.

CHARGES THAT THE ARMED FORCES HAVE INDISCRIMINATELY ATTACKED
CIVILIAN AREAS APPEAR EXAGGERATED .« PERSONNEL WHO TOURED THE
NEIGHBORHOODS WHERE MOST OF THE FIGHTING OCCURRED SAY THERE IS NO
EVIDENCE OF INDISCRIMINATE BOMBING BY THE AIR FORCE, WHICH
APPARENTLY ADHERED TO STRICT GUIDELINES FROM THE POLITICAL AND
MILITARY LEADERSHIP. NONETHELESS, THE GOVERNMENT PROBABLY HAS
UNDERESTIMATED CLVILIAN CASUALTIES--WHETHER CAUSED BY THE MILITARY
OR THE azaus.é '
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