2. SUMMARY: ON & DECEMBER 1988 AN EMBASSY TASK FL-CE WAS
ESTABLISHED TO ACT AS A COORDINATING BODY AND FOCAL POINT “OR ALL
MISSION INFORMATION PERTAINING TO THE MURDERS OF SIX JES.'T
PRIESTS AND TWO OTHER PERSONS ON ' NOVEMBER 1988. THE _2ECIAL
INVESTIGATOR CALLED IN FROM MEXICQ CITY
BEGAN THE WEEK INTERVIEWING NUMERQUS PERSONS WHO AR D
|MPORTANT TO THE INVESTIGATION. AMONG THOSE INTERVIEWEL -
ROBERTQ D'AUBIUSSON, COLONEL RENE ((PONCE)) AND SEVERAL *-~
OFFICERS GN DUTY IN THE VICINITY OF THE CRIME SCENE ON 1 ~ I GHT
OF THE MURDERS. AS OF S DECEMBER 1889 THE INVESTIGATION . NTINUES
ON A NUMBER OF FRONTS, AND A LACK OF EVIDENCE AND WITNES. rAS
QREXEETEE THE INVESTIGATION FROM BEING NARROWED TO SPECIc -

1] T/S.

3. THE SPECIAL INVESTIGATOR, ACCOMPANIED BY THE ERBAZSY
LEGAL ATTACHE, BEGAN THE INVESTIGATION WITH AN INTERVIEW WiH
PRESIDENT ALFREDO ((CRISTIANI)). CRISTIANI MADE IT CLEAR HE
WANTED THIS CASE CLEARED-UP AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND WOULD COQPERATE
IN ANY WAY POSSIBLE. CRISTIANI ALSO REQUESTED THAT THE
INVESTIGATION FOCUS FIRST ON THE MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. HE
WANTED THE MILITARY INVESTIGATED FIRST BECAUSE THE PRESS AND
CHURCH ARE POINTING THE FINGER IN THAT DIRECTION AND CRISTIANI
WANTS THE MILITARY AS AN INSTITUTION CLEARED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE
TO ALLOW THEM TO GET ON WITH THE BUSINESS OF FIGHTING A WAR . ]
CRISTIANI ALSQ MADE T CLEAR THAT, IF THE INVESTIGATION INDiCATED
MILITARY OFF ICERS WERE INVOLVED, THEY wOULD BE PROSECUTED. THERE
WILL BE NO COVER-UP.

W. THE SPECIAL INVESTIGATOR CEDED 10 PRESIDENT CRISTIANI'S
WISHES AND HAS FOCUSED THE {NVESTIGATION ON THE MILITARY. HE
INTERVIEWED CHIEF OF STAFF COLONEL RENE ({PONCE)) ON & DEC AS
WELL, AND RECEIVED PONCE'S ASSURANCES THAT THE MILITARY WOULD
COOPERATE FULLY WITH THE (NVESTIGATION. PONCE ASKED FOR GUIDANCE/
SUGGESTIONS AS TO WHERE THE ARMY SHOULD BEGIN. UNFORTUNATELY .

AS DBSERVED THAT TO DATE THERE HAS BEEN NO REAL ANSWER
0 PONCE ON THIS POINT.

5. THE SPECIAL INVEST{GATOR AND LEGAL ATTACHE INTERVIEWED
ALL OF THE UNIT COMMANDERS ON DUTY IN THE AREA OF THE UNIVERSITY
OF CENTRAL AMERICA (UCA) ON THE NIGHT QF THE MURDERS. MILITARY
DETACHMENTS SIX AND SEVEN HAD SQUADS IN THE AREA AS DID THE
TREASURY POLICE. ALL OF THE SQUAD LEADERS FROM DM-6 AND DH-7

REFORTED HEARING THE GUN SHOTS WHICH WERE PROBABLY ASSOCIATED #pproved for Releasa

WITH THE KILLINGS OF THE PRIESTS; BUT THEY ALL SAID THEY DID NOT
ASSOCIATE THE SHOTS WITH THE UCA CAHPUS, HU1 RATHER THOUGHTY
THERE WAS A FIREFIGHT NEAR THL AREA. THE TREASURY POLICE UNIT
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WAS STATIQNED ON THE TOP FLOUR DY THL Nf MOCRACY TOWER BU NG .
IN THE FIRST INTERVIEW, THE SQuUAD L EADLR SAID HE HEARD Nii - NG,
WHICH RAISED SUSPICIONS BECAUSE HE HAD PERHAPS THE BES] L AGE
POINT TO HAVE HEARD THE SHOTS AN FXPLOSTONS AS WELL AS 1hVE

SEEN THE MUZZLE FLASHES BECAuSE THE BUILUING OVERLOOKS Tt uCA
CAMPUS. THE QFFICER LATER ApuiTitd HE WAS ASLEEP AT THE TIME 0Ff
THE SHOOTING BUT ONE OF HIS MEN MAY HAVE HEARD THE SHOTS. THIS
SECOND OFFICER WAS INTERVIEWED AND CONF IRMED HE HEARD THE JHOTS
BUT, AT THE TIME, THOUGHT THEY wiRE THE RESULT DF A FIREFIGHT.

6. THE SPECITAL INVESTIGATOR BELIEVES THE MiL ITARY JFiVCERS
TOLD THE TRUTH AND WILL BE OF (111 Ust 10 THi INVESTIGATION.
THE SPECIAL INVESTIGATION UNIT ({5%1U) SUBSEQUENTLY CONDULTED
INTERVIEWS OF ALL THE MEN POS)ITIONED NLAR THE UCA ON THE NIGHT
OF THE MURDERS AND CONCLUDED TiEHE 15 NO EVIDENCE TO INDICATE
ANY OF THEM WERE INVOLVED.

7. AFTERNOON OF 5 DECEMBER THE SPICIAL INVESTIGATOHR AND
LEGAL ATTACHE INTERVIEWED MAJOR ROBERTQ ((D'AUBUISSON)) AT HIS
QFFICE IN THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEABLY BUITDING. ALCORDING 10 THE
SPECIAL INVESTIGATOR, D'AUBUISSON EXPRESSED A WILLINGNESS TO
COOPERATE WITH THE INVESTIGATION, AND DENIED ANY INVOLVEMENT N
THE MURDERS. THE SPECIAL INVESTIGATION POINTEDLY TOLD D' AUBUISS50N
THAT HE WAS A PRINCIPAL SUSPECT IN THE CRIME AND WOUuLD BE
INVESTIGATED FULLY. D'AUBUISSON THREW THIS BALK AT THE
INVESTIGATOR SAYING THAT HE HAD GONE THROUGH OTHER INVES. GA-
TIONS; HE MENTIONED THE KIONAPP ING CASE AND ROMERO MURDE A
SPECIFICALLY, AND HAD BEEN PROVEN INNQCENT IN THOSE CASES.

8. PERHAPS TRYING TO SHOW HIS WILLINGNESS TO COOPEATE,
D'AUBUISSON MADE SEVERAL SUGLESTIONS AS TO WHERE THE INV:3TIGA-
TION SHOULD BE DIRECTED. HE SUGGESTED THAT A SPECIAL JULTC AL
REVIEW BOARD (SIMILAR TO A U.5. GRAND JURY) AE ESTABLISH: -

QUESTION WITNESS AND PROVIDE THE PUBLIC WITH THE IMPRESS = AT
OMETHING WAS BEING DONE TO SOLVE THIS CASE. WHEN THE 5. ~ GATOR
AND LEGAL ATTACHE AGREED THIS wOULD BE USEFUL D'AUBUISSG N nHEDIATELY

CALLED THE MINISTER QF JUSTICE AND LITERALLY ORDERED HIM .
ESTABL ISH THE REVIEW BOARD. N RETROSPECT THIS WAS PRORLILY A
PLOY ON D'AUBUISSONS' PART Y0 IMPRESS HIS AUDIENCE. THI» 3 THE
I|MPRESSION BECAUSE, AS OF THIS WHITING, THE REVIEW BOARD 15 NOT
EVEN ESTABLISHED, MUCH LESS FUNCTIONING.

a. THE SPECIAL INVESTIGATOR A1 SO INTERVIEWED CATHOL 1 C CHURCH
OFFICIALS AT THE UCA. T BECAME EVIDENT EARLY ON THAT THE CHURCH
WILL TAKE ON AN ADVERSARIAL ROLE IN THIS INVESTIGATION. TO DATE
THE CHURCH HAS GONE OUT OF 1TS WAY TO ACCUSE THE MILITARY OF
COMMITTING THE CRIME. THEY HAVE AL SO ENGAGED IN OQUTRIGHT OBSTRUCTION
OF JUSTICE BY NOT ALLOWING THE UCA NUNS, WHOSE RESIDENCE 1S NEXT TO
THE CRIME SCENE, TO TESTIFY. THE JESUITS ALS0 ARRANGED FOR ONE
ALLEGED EYE WITNESS TO BE FLOWN QUT OF THE COUNTRY ON 10 DECEMBER.
THIS INFORMATION WAS DEVELOPED THROUGH THE BRITISH CONSUL AND 1S NOT
CONF IRMED AS OF YET.

10. ON 7 DECEMBER D'AUBUISSON CALLED THE SPECIAL INVESTIGATOR
AND REQUESTED A PRIVATE MEETING. AT THE MEETING, D'AUBUISSON SAID
THAT HE HEARD FROM A SOURCE WITHIN THE SALVADORAN AIR FORCE (FAES)
THAT FAES GENERAL JUAN RAFAEL ((BUSTILLO)) MAY HAVE HAD A PART IN
THE MURDERS OF THE JESUITS. D'AUBUISSON SAID BUSTILLO SPOKE TO HIS
SENIOR OFF ICERS THE DAY BEFORE THE MURDER§ AND STATED AT THAT

MEETING THAT THE JESUITS "SHOULD BE TAKEN CARE OF". 0'AURUISSON
ALSO IMPLICATED MAJOR ROBERTQ ANTONIQ ((LETVA)) JACOBD IN THE KILLING,
BUT WAS VAGUE ABOUT LEIVA'S ROLE.

11. D'AUBUISSON'S MOTIVES FOR GIVING UP THIS {NFORMAT|ON ARE VERY
SUSPICIOUS TO SAY THE LEAST. SEVERAL UESTIONS ARISE AS T0 WHY
D'AUBUISSON GAVE THE SPECIAL INVESTIGA QR THIS INFORMATION. FIRST,

AND FOREMOST, 1S THE QUESTION QF WHY D' ALBUISSON WOULD “'RAT! ON
GENERAL BUSTILLD WHEN BUSTILLO 1S SEEN AS A D'AUBLISSON HAN. 1T 1S
NO SECRET IN THE MILITARY THAT D'AUBUISSON ADVOCATED BUSTILLO FOR THE
MINISTER OF DEFENSE POSITION OVER GENERAL LARIOS. ALSO, LEIVA IS
KNOWN TO BE QUT QF FAVOR AT THIS TIME, AND JUST RECENTLY WAS REMOVED
FROM HIS POSITION AS FAES 5-2. BECAUSE OF THESE QUESTIONS AND THE




FACT D'AUBUISSON WAS THE SOURCE 0F THE (NEORMATION, THE T4.e PORLE
DECIDED NOT TO APPROACH BUST(I1Q OH LLIVA [HIRECTLY, BUT RA R
ALLOW THE INVESTIGATION TQ CONTINUE AND SEE IF ANY SUBSTAN! ATING
EVIDENCE 1S FORTHCOMING. AN [FHORY WitL Bf MADE TO DESCR-L7L(
DIRECT PONCE'S INVESTIGATION TOWARL THE FAES AS WELL, BU T TO
EXCLUDE THE QTHER SERVICES.

12. AS THE WEEK DREW T A (105t A SENSE QF FRUSTRAT N SET
IN:  THE CHURCH 1S OBSTRUCTING THE INVESTIGATION, EYE WITNESSES ARE
NO WHERE TO BE FOUND AND THERE 1% PRECIDUS LITTEE IN THE WAY OFf
PHYSICAL EVIDENCE. ADD TO Tyin A LALK OF A SPECIELGC MOTIVE FOR
THE KILLINGS AND AN INVESTIGATION THAT HASY NOT DEVELOPED ANY | EADS
WHICH COULD NARROW THE [INVES[IGATION 10 A SEECHEIC GROQUP.  ALTHOUGLH
THE INVESTIGATION 1S STILL YOUNG, TIME WIL1 WORK AGAINST THE
GOVERNMENT, AND POLITICAL PRESSURE Will CONLINUE TO INCREASE.
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CLAIMS TO B} NEYE WITNESS 10

DER
EYE WITNESS IS T [ED HIS LIFE 1S IN DANGER AND R US:: T0 GO
TO THE POLICE. S ATTEMPT| TO CONVINCE TC INTRODUCE
HIM TO THE EYE WITNESS SO THaT CAN CONVINC TO GLT IN TOUCH

WITH THE U.S. EMBASSY. AT THIS POINT THE ONLY OBSTACLE V) THIS
HAPPENING (S THE FACT THE EYE wiINESS DOES NOT TRUST THE J...
EMBASSY; HE BELIEVES IT IS YRYING TO PROTECT THE MIL-ITARY

WILL CONTINUE TQ SPEAK TO MAND 1S OPTIMISTIL 1Lt
HAVE A PERSONAL INTERVIEW ITNESS AS EARLY 4.
DECEMBER. THE TASK FORCE HAS REEN ADVISED OF THIS INFOR~Y .CN IN

GENERAL TERMS AND |S PREPARED TO QFFER THE EYE WITNESS Fl
PROTECTION IN RETURN FOR HIS TESTIMONY.
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