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RECT UG U R HAS EVER
WAS WIDELY RUMORED THAT SUCH LABOR WAS USED ON PIPELINE
CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS, PARTICULARLY IN THE NORTH WHERE
ULT TO OBTAIN LABORERS. DURING A VISIT TO LABYTNANGI,
1974, A PRISON CAMP HAS OBSERVED. THE
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MADE, BUT 1T
ANO RAILROAD
1T WAS DIFFIC
MEAR SALEKHARD IN 1973
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CAMP HAS Q;STINGUISHABLE BECAUSE OF ITS REMOTE LOCATION AND FENCED
PERIMETER HHICH WAS PATROLLED BY ARMED GUARDS WITH DOGS. THE
PRISONERS WERE MUSTERED EVERY MORNING AND TAKEN OFF TO WORK AND THEN
WERE RETURNED EVERY EVENING. THE TYPE OF PRISONERS AT THE CAMP OR
THE TYPE OF LABOR THEY PERFORMED WAS UNKNOWN. THE PRISONERS HERE

0

SAID TO BE PAID SMALL AMOUNTS OF LG [HE IR _LABOR

S SILE VISITING COMPRESSOR SITES ON A GAS PIPELINE
BEING  CONSTRUCTED FROM URENGOY TO YAMAL, FORCED LABORERS HWERE
OBSERVED HORKING ON THE LAYING OF PIPE. ~THE LABORERS WERE HOUSED IN
BARRACKS IN THE TYUMEN AND TABULSK AREAS HHICH WERE FENCED AND
PATROLLED BY GUARDS. THEY WERE BROUGHT TO THE CONSTRUCTION SITES BY
TRUCK CONVOYS DAILY AND WERE GUARDED THROUGHOUT THE ORY 8Y ARMED
VMEN. SOME OF WHOM PATROLLED IN JEEPS. THE LABORER= WERE USED

P CLUSIVELY ON PIPE LAYING AND WERE NOT INVOLVED IN THE CONSTRUCTION
B e COMPRESSOR STATIONS. IT WAS NOT KNOW: HHETHER THE LABORERS
WERE POLITICAL PRISONERS OR CRIMINALS NOR WAS IT KNOWN NHETHER THEY
WERE PAID FOR THEIR LABOR ‘, _

5. NO DIRE BSERVATION OF FORCED LABOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF
GAS PIPELINES WAS MADE. HOWEVER, 1T WAS RIDELY UNDERSTO0D THAT
PRISONERS WERE EXTENSIVELY UTILIZED IN LABOR GANGS FOR SITE
PREPARATION, IN THE CLEARING OF FORESTS AND UNDERBRUSH, IN THE

_ BUILDING OF ROADS FOR ACCESS TO PIPELINE CONSTRUCTION SITES AND IN
INITIAL P1PELINE TRENCHING AND LATER IN BACKFILLING. PRISONERS WERE
ALSO USED IN CONSTRUCTION OF FOUNDATIONS FOR THE SUPPORT BUILDINGS
AS WELL AS THE FOUNDATIONS FOR COMPRESSOR STATIONS. FORCED LABOR
CREWS WERE KEPT SEPARATE FROM THE UCHASTOKS, SKILLED PIPELAYING
BRIGADES CONSISTING OF FROM 150 TO 200 WORKERS. -IN THE PLANNING AND
DESIGN PHASES FOR CONSTRUCTION OF NEH PIPELINES, THE INCLUSION OF
FORCED LABOR FOR PLANNING AND COST ANALYSIS HAS NOT PERMITTED.
HOWEVER, SOVIET DESIGN ENGINEERS KNEW THAT IN ORDER TO MEET
RELATIVELY SHORT CONSTRUCTION SCHEDWES MANDATED FOR PIPELINES
CARRYING GAS TO WESTERN EUROPE, FORCED LABOR WOULD HAVE TO BE
EXTENSIVELY USED BECAUSE OF THE SEVERE SHORTAGE OF UNSKILLED
LABORERS, PARTICULARLY WEST OF THE URAL MOUNTAINS.’




