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SUBJECT: Why the Cuban Revolution of 1958 Led to Cuba's
Alignoent with the USSR - ,

Lo AL Vi wolam G dBiGE beeit b e matospoool ui:;;-;-',:.;;;«
to suppuse that Fidel Castro's alignment of Cuba with the USSR was
forced upon hin by hostile actions on the part of the US. It is
true that thié development was not inevitsble whea Castro cene to
pover -- conceivably it could have been averted ~-but the US

" pctions gocmlained of followed developrments within Cube instesd

of cousing then. A complex of factors is involved: .

a. A widespread vredisposition in Cuba to regard the

US as respensible for the unsatisfactory status quo against vhich
the revolution was directed, becausz of the role of the US in
&

establishing the existing Cuban polidy, through its interventions

in 1695 ani later, and because of the predomincnce of US interests
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in the Cuban econory. Releted to this was ¢ prelisposition to
believe that the US was porticularly syupathetic toward the

L.
detested Batista diectatorship and desirous of mninteining it, or

of restoring the fallen regine,

b. The psychotic personality of Fidel Castroc hinself.

c. Astute exploitetion of tize opportunity, first by
the Cuban Communist Party (the Popular Socialist Party — PSP), and

later by the Soviet Union cnd its allies, .

-~ .

Movenent was not Comminist inspired or directed., It was primarily
o middle class mcvenent for liberation from the Datiste tyranny.
It won peasant support by vagve pronmises of agrarien rcfom; a
cormcnplace tenet among Latin American liberaols. However, no
specific progran of refora hod been worked out. The primory
notivation of all concerned was sluply to overthrow the Batiste
regloe, ﬁfter which the politicol and social order would appro-

priately reformzd.

3. Sone individual Cormunists hod indeed penetrated the
*

novepent, particularly in those elepments led by Raul Castro and

Che Guevara, but the PSP itself (which enjoyed certain privileges
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ond icmnitics under the Batista regime) withheld its support

-

until the victory of the revolution wos clearly impending. Fidel

Castro, on his part, rejected Commnist support when it was finally

- proffered, Indeed, on coming to power, he acted to break the con-

trol of orgmnnized laobor which the Comrmnists had seized on the

collarse of the Batista regine.

L, If the 26th of July Movement‘vas nct initially pro-
Cormunist, neither wos it essentially enti-Apmerican, It made
considerchle efforts to solicit US syupethy and support, but, ﬁhen
these were not forthcoming, counciuded that the US was comxxitted to
the preservation of the Batista‘ regime. This conclusicn was thdught
to be confirmed by the manifestly pro-Betista ottitude of Arbassodor
Smith and by the supposed coztinuance of US nilitary 2id to Batista.
Actually, the US had undertaken to render such nid to the Cuban '
Governnent only &s a norml part cf the hémisphare defense pro-
grea and had suspended deliveries early in 1958, when it was
finally reelized that a rezl civil war was in progress in Cubag,

but this fact was simply not believed by the rebels,

S Thus Cubanrevolutionery opinion was strongly prejugiced
ogeinst the US vwhen Castro came to power in Jeauary 1959. Castro

unicubtedly believed that the US had tried tc vrevent his victory,
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and he must heve realized that any scricus reform in Cuba would
inevitably iopinge upon vested US interests, yroveking further

US hostility. £ti11, no sane pan undertaking to govern andi refom
Cuba would have chosen tc pick a fight with the US, If, at this
point, Castro could have been persuaded that the US accepted hig
revolution s en accooplished faoct end would cooperate with his

/.
reforn progran, & modus vivendd could prcbably have been arranged

and subsequent developments could Frobably have been averted.

6. What happen=d next prevented any such devalorment end
CeGmie Vet CLlnie e Gl wee e e el e te WRRGATENL ool
the USSR, It is not o funciicn of US policy end actien, but of
Castro's psychotic personality. It is evident, on the testinony
of his suppoiters at the tipe, that Castrc arrived in Eavena in o
high‘ state of claticn anounting tc mentel illness. He received the
adulation of the masses ;» not only in Kamﬁa, but also in Caracas
(in person) and elsewherc in Iatin Anerica (by report). But from
the US he heard oniy universal condemmation of the WYy courte
mrtial ond execution of Batista henchoer in the atuosihere of a
Rcpan eircus. He became convirced that the US would never under-

stan? and accept his revolution, that he could expect only 15

Flacable hostility fron Washington. This was the conclusicn of
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his own disordered mpind, unrelsted to any fuoct of US policy

“or acticn;

Te The US accepted the wholesale exprcuriation of US
private proyperties in Cuba pursuant to Castro's impulsive re-
progragos, particularly the egrarian reforn
forn/initioted in 1959, but correctly insisted upon pron;t and
adequate coopensation for the owners in gécordance with inter-
national low. This insistence was taken as further evidence of
* imdncable hostility toward the Cubon revolution -- a5 were cer-

tein incendiary flights fron Florida, despite US apblogies and
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delivercd the first public and official diatribe agninst the US,

8. Revulsion toward the excesses of the Castro dictator~
ship, at hone os well as abrcad, had slready becone sppercunt by

Merch 1959. Althcugh Castro rermained e hero to the paasantry,

his originnl niddle class suiporters were increasingly disillusioned

by his radical and irtulsive reforn measures and his cheotic ad-
pinistrotion. Defecticrs fren the 26th of July Movenent becaoe
increcsingly frequent., In these circunstances, the Cuxrnmists
becare the only dedicated anl effective orgnnizers, orerators,

s

ond supiporters uwpon whoz Castro ceuld rely, and Raul Costro and

Che Guevara were at hand to influence hin toward iocrecsing
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“relisnce on fhem. The tevident extensicn of Commurist influence
throughout the odoinistration stimlote further defecticns anong
Co.stro‘s- criginal supporters. By midsumper, the figurchend -
?rcci:ient » Urrutia, had been forced froo office for rrotesting
ngiinst the Curmunist trend, and any criticice of cowraniisc had

been declared to be counterrevoluticnary.

9. These develourents 2lso elienated mony Latin finerfean
libcm]s who had coriginnlly syo.athized with Costro, including
Luch walely Perpeevle healolilt emnen o Lo L e{HENES, DRLOLLIL
and Lleras Conergo. But by ncw the USSR was realy tu ccoe for-
wond to supply Castrot's desperate need fir sutcide recognition
and support. The Scviet Uniorn undertuck tp gurchose Cubon sugar
ond Soviet proioganda begn to praise the Cuban revoluticn as an
exen;-lary naticnal liberaticn povenment. There fulloewed in steady
rrogression formnl diplematic relatlons with Lloc countries, wide-
ranging trade and credit agreecents, uilitary oic, and o flow of
Dloce personnel into Cuba, ¥Finnlly, the Cuban revolution was
aceordel the dignity of recognition in Coomunist dugne os an

ex;licit stoge in .develo;mnt towvard comrmnmniso. s

10.  In May 1960 Costrc crdered certain US-cwuel refineries
in Cuba to refine Soviet crulde ¢il and, cn their refusal, expro-

priated then, Until this tice, US policy toward Cuba had been
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marked by couticn anl rectraint. The US now deprived Cuba of its
erivileged position in the US sugar market, nct sc much in re-
taliaticn for the seigure cf fhe refincries as in rcaction to
the general tread of events, The general econcidc epborge
estoblished in Cetober an? the formml break in relaticns in
January sindlarly cark the end cf :atience after a long endurance

f unworranted vilificatizn and -ruovocation.
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