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" Iranian and Saudi Reaction .

In a speech yesterday to commemorate the dead piigrims, Iranian =~ -~
Assembly Speaker Rafsanjani said they had -been murdered by Saudi - -
Arabia acting under orders from the US. He said the US wanted to .
create a “tragedy” for iran to compensate for the US fallure to escort
Kuwaltl tankers safely through the Gulf. Promising that Iran would .
take revenge for the deaths, Rafsanjanl sald Iran must upr
leaders from the region and send Americans to their death.
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afsanjani’s threat that Iran will work to overthrow the ™"

egime marks a significant escalation in Tehran's pressure on .
Riyadh to end its support for US intervention in the Gulf. Tehran, . .
which probably orchestrated the riot, is trying to exploit the deaths to
Inflame Saudi Arabia’s Shia minority to rebel against the Sunni D
leadership. Iran also is warning the Saudis they could face a campalgn -
f (ranian-sponsored terrorism similar to that expefienced by Kuwaﬂ ;
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