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(CRIGINAL REPORT 2 PAGES). AT THE CONFERENCE ON THE ORIGINS OF LIFE

IN YEREVAN, ARMENIA, SSKk, & TC 8 SEPTEMBER 1971, M.S. KARDASHEV,

INSTITUTE FOR SPACE PRESEARCH , MOSCCw, READ AN INTERESTING 3UT
HIGHLY SPECULATIVE PAPER HE FAC PREPAREC ON GEMERAL RELATIVITY AMD
POSSIBILITY. OF A B800Y COLLAPSING INTO A BLACK HOLE IN SPACE. HIS CO
AUTHOR WAS THE INTERNATIONALLY FAMCUS TFEORETICAL PHYSICIST, ANDREI
D. - SAKHARQOV. KARDASHEV IS VERY MUCH LIKE HIS SUPERIOR ANC FORMER *
TEACHER AT THE INSTITUTE, .I.S. SEKLOVSKIY, IM HIS APPROACH ‘T9
SCIENTIFIC PROBLEMS. HE IS NOT AFRAIC TC SPECULATE IN HIS EFFORT TC
FIND A SOLUTION. THE KARDASHEV SAKHARGV PAPER CONCERMED THE AUTHORS®
STUDY OF WHAT HAPPSENS WHEN A CHARGED MASS CR BOOY COLLAPSES IN SPACE.
KARDASHEV STATED THAT, IF IT WERE NQT CHARGED, THE MASS WOULD JUST
COLLAPSE PAST THKE POINT OF GRAVITATICNAL SINGULARITY AND EZ GOMNE
FOREVER. IN CTHER WCRDS, THE MASS WCULD CLOSE IN ON ITSELF AND FAVE
NO MORE CONTACT WITH THE QUTSIDE WORLD. THE SOVIETS SPECULATED ON
WHAT  WOULD HAPPEN IF THE MASS WERE CHARGED. THEY STATED THAT THEN
THE MASS WOULD BE ABLE TO BOUNCE. 1IT WOULD COLLAPSE BUT BCUNCE BACK
QUT. HOWEVER, THE MASS WILL COME BACK INTC A DIFFERENT PART CF SPACE.
TIME. AFTER HIS PRESENTATION, KARCASFEV TOLD A US ATTENDEE THaT
SAKHAROV WAS MOSTLY INTERESTED IN HIS CHARGED MASS PHENCMENON STUDY
BECAUSE IT INDICATES THAT THE STRUCTURE OF SPACE MAY BE MUCH MORE
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' ¥.% KARDASHEV WAS INTERESTED IN THE STUDY FROM THE VIEWPCIMT QF WHAT
[MPLICATIONS [T HAS FOR ASTROPHYSICS, PRGVIDED THE BASIC PHYSICS CF
THE PHENOMENON IS CORRECT. THE US ATTENDEE FELT THS AUTHCRS!
SPECULATION WAS A LITTLE FANTASTIC ANC THEY HAD TAKEN 0OFF [N a RATHER
WILD WAY. HOWEVER, HE BELIEVED THEIR PAPER WAS GROUMNDED INM GNAD AMD
SCUND PHYSICS. THE US ATTENDEE CCNSICERS KARDASHEV TO BE VERY
COMPETENT TECHNICALLY AND FURTRER TO BE VERY SELF POSSESSED. HE
RECALLED AN INCIDENT IN THE SPRING CF 1971 WHEN KARCASHEV, L.I.
MATVEYENKO AND HE VISITED ACADEMICIAN LEV ARTSIMOVICH, SECRETARY OF
THE ACADEMY 'S DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL PHYSICS AMD ASTRONCMY .
MATVE YENKO, INSTITUTE FOR COSMIC RESEARCH , IS A COMMUMIST PARTY

- MEMBER AND VERY EXPERT I[N POLITICAL MATTERS. HE WAS ALMCST CRINGING
IN ARTS IMOVICH'S PRESEMCE WHEREAS KARCASHEY WAS COOL AND CONFIDENT IN
HIS BUSINESS LIKE DISCUSSIUNS. WLTF TrE  SENIOR ACADEMICIAN. IN
GENERAL, THE SCIENTIFIC LEVEL CF MCST CF THE SOVIET PAPERS AT THIS
CCNFERENCE WA&S MOT VERY kIGH. ONE LITTLE KNOWN SOVIET (SGOURCE COULD
NGT RECALL_HIS NAME) GAVE A VERY MAIVE PAPER ON THE CETECTABILITY CF
PLANETS. ANOTHER SOVIET, WHO WAS A MEMBFR OF A _COMMIIISE THE USSR
HAS CSSTABLISHES TO TINVESTIGATE UNUSUAL PHENOMEMA, IM CTHER WOFDS,
FLYING SAUCERS, GAVE & SERIUUS TALK WRICH WA3 ACTUALLY VERY HUMGRCUS .
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HIS APPROACH WAS, “WELL, OF COURSE, wE KAOW THERE ISN'T ANYTHING TO .
THIS ALLEGED PHENOMENON' (FLYIMG SAUCERS), BUT ON THE OTHER HAND".
DURING HIS TALK SHKLOVSKIY AND CTHEFR SCVIETS JOKED AND LAUGHED AND
CBVIOUSLY DID NOT TAKE THE SPEAKER'S REMARKS SERIOUSLY.

*x SHKLOVSKIY: REMARKED LATER TO A US ATTEMNDEE THAT THE "ELYING
SAUCER COMMITTEE" CONSISTS OF MANY POLITICIAMS, THEQRISTS, HISTORIANS
ANO STMILAR TYPE PECPLE. IT HAS LITTLE IF ANY SCISNTIFIC TALENT. -
SHKLOVSKIY GAVE A GENERAL, ENTERTAINING TALK ON SOME INTERESTING BUT
UNIMPORTAMT SUBJECT.  VITALIY L. GINZBURG, OME OF THE LEACING
ASTRONOMERS IN . THE' USSR, ALSO GAVE A TALK ON THE BASIS OF PHYSICS
THEJRY, THAT 1S, THE IDENTIFICATIGN ANC COMPARISON OF FUNDAMENTAL
ASSUMPTIONS IN PHYSICS.  GINZBURG HAS A; FIRST RATE MIND AND IS
SOUNDER IN HIS PHYSICS KNOWLEDGE THAN SFKLOVSKIY. GIMZBURG THINKS
REALISTICALLY, WHICH WAS SHCWN ON HIS ANSWER TO A US ATTENDEE'S
QUESTION ABOUT THE CONFERENCE. THE SOVIET WAS ASKED WHETHEP THE
CONFERENCE ~ WAS  WORTHWHILE IN THAT IT WAS M3STLY DEVITED TN
THECRETICAL SUBJECTS, VERY FREMCTE FRCM TANGIBLE GOALS. GINZEURG
SAID, *“WELL, IF IT HELPS TO BUILD UP SUPPORT FOR THZ SOVIET
RESEARCHERS TO GET NEW ASTRCNCMICAL ECUIPMENT, THEN CERTAINLY THE
CONFERENCE MAKES SENSE™,
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