NEITHER GUATEMALA CITY suiiimmm NorRSSNNMEN::D AS OF 10 Lo
HA NEW DEVELOPMENTS TO REPORT ON THE DISAPPEARANCE OF P
GRIFFITH ((aDAVIS)) aAND NICHOLAS ((aBLAXE)). NP HOWEVER, oy
ON 30 APRIL CARLOS ((cAVILES)), mA FRIEND OF BLAXE AND OWNER OF A N
SHALL HOTEL IN ANTIGUA, REPORTED THAT HE HAD RECEIVED THROUGH (
THE GUATEMALAN POSTAL SYSTEM A CARD FROM BLAKE STATING HE WAS 5
ALIVE AND WELL. ALTHOUGH AVILES CLAIMS THE CARD WAS LEGITIMATE

BECAUSE OF A WORD USED WHICH WAS KNOWN ONLY TO BLAKE AND - f)
AVILES, THE LATTER DID NOT SHOW THE CARD TO EMBASSY OFFICERS AS I G\ &
HE WAS ASKED TO-DO. ON 2 MAY, A PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR HIRED BY '

THE FAKILIES OF THE MISSING PERSONS REPORTED THAT AVILES HAD

"BURNED" THE CARD FOR UNSPECIFIED REASONS. THE PRIVATE

INVESTIGATOR ALSO STATED THAT HE WAS 99 CERTAIN THAT BOTH

AMERICANS WERE BEING HELD BY A GUATEMALAN INSURGENT

ORGANIZATION.

BOTH BLAKE AND DAVIS WERE LAST SEEN ON 29 OR 30 MARCH
IN THE VILLAGE OF LLANO, EL QUICHE, NEAR THE DEPARTHENT OF
HUEHUETENANGO IN THE WESTERN HIGHLANDS. DESPITE WARNINGS FROY
THE LOCAL ARMY DETACHMENT COMMANDER THAT THERE WERE CUERRILLA
ARMY OF THE PCOR (EGP) GUERRILLA UNITS IN THE AREA, BLAKE AND
DAVIS DECIDED TO CONTINUE ON THEIR OWN AND ON FCOT TO SALQUIL
USING A ROUTE THAT [S'NOT NORMALLY PATRCLLED BY THE ARMY. THERE
HAS BEEN NO KNOWN CONTACT WITH THEM SINCE.

ON 27 APRIL, THE COMMANDER OF HILITARY ZONE 20 (EL Aoproved tor Relea
QUICHE) , w e =T [ TH .
RELATIVES OF THE MISSING AMZRICANS. AFTER BRIEFING THOSE
PRESENT, INCLUDINGC AN EMBASSY OFFICER, 4B STATED THAT
[N HIS VIEW BLAXE AND DAVIS HAD HADE THE HISTAKE OF_ BEZLIEVING
THAT THE (EGP) WAS LIKE THE GUERRILLAS OF SL SALVADOR. aumme

B POINTED OUT THAT THE £GP UNITS [N HIS AREA CONSIST HOSTLY

OF INDIANS WHO DO NOT SPIAXK SPANISH. IC NOT SZE THE IMPORTANCE

OF THE PRESS TO THEIR JAUSI ANG HAVE 2IzZN fJDOCT2INATED TO




7707 P w g
St
BELIEVE THAT ALL FOREIGNERS ARE WITTING COLLABORATORS OF THE /K
GUATEMALAN COVERMMENT. HOREOVER, N NDERLINTO THE FACT
THAT THESE £GP UNITS wOULD KILL FOR A CAMERA OR EVEN & PAIR OF
PANTS. FINALLY, «HSENENE REHARKED THAT UNFORTUNATELY HE
BELIEVED THE FATE OF THE HISSING AMERICANS HAD PROBASLY BEEXN
DECIDED ON THE SPOT BY THE LOCAL EGP UNIT COMMANDER. '

REPORTED THAT DESPITE PERSISTENT EFFTORTS ON THE PART OF ARMY

UNITS UNDER HIS COMMAND TO LOCATE THE TWO AMERICANS, NO
ADDITIONAL INTORMATION HAD BEEN ACQUIRED ON THEIR WHEZRSABOUTS. - \ -
WY ;T THIS POINT WE ARE INCLINED TO SHAR: <D (/ ~,
VIEWS, AS STATED «SNNEMMENED ASOVE, ON THE FATE OF BLAKE AND rosEt
DAYIS. THE ECP IS A HARD-CORS GUERRILLA ORGANIZATION WHOSE R
LEADERSHIP IS DIVIDED AND APPEARS TO BE LOSING, ACCORDING TO .

ARMY REPORTS, THE SUPPORT FROM THE LOCAL POPULACE THAT IT ONCE . s
ENJOYED. UNDER PRESSURE FROM THZ CUATEMALAN ARMY, THE ECP T
UNITS IN EL _QUICHE ARE CONSTANTLY ON THE HOVE AND REPORTEDLY

LACK A SOLID: LOGISTICS INFRASTRUCTURE AT THE LOCAL LEVEL. IT

THERETORE FOLLOWS THAT WITHOUT CCOD COHMAND AND CONTROL

COMMUNICATIONS WITH HIGHER HQS, AND PRESSED fOR TIHEZ, TdZ LOCAL

ECP UNIT COtMANDER HOST LIKELY DECIDED THEN AND THERE THE FATE

Of THE ‘IO AMERICANS ASANNNNEENS 3-LIcVES.

3
@F == CUATEMALAN ARMY. NOR THE GEENBSEER
@R C1BASSY HAVE BESX ASBLE TO ESTASLISH SO FAR A RELIASLE NEW

LEAD THAT WOULD SHED SOHE LIGHT ONTO THE CURRENT WHEREASOUTS OF
BLAXE AND DAYIS. THERE STILL REMAINS THE POSSIBILITY, HOWEVER
REMOTE, THAT THEY MAY BE ALIVE IN EGP HANDS. BUT WE JUST CO

HOT KNOW AT THIS TIME. HQS HAY ASSURE BROTHER OF MISSING

AMERICAN THAT STATION WILL CONTINUE TO PRESS
UNTIL SUCH TIHZ AS THIS CASZ IS

CLARIFTIED BEYOND REASONABLE DOUST. Wz WILL ADVISE HQS
[HMEDIATELY SAQULD FURTHER RELIABLE INTORMATION REACH OUR

HANDS.
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