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CIA HISTORICAL REVIEW PROGRAM 26 Apei1 1961
RELEASE AS SANITIZED N

1997 RELEASEODATE:

24-Jun-2009
MEMOR_ANDUM-FOR: I1t. Colonel B. W. Tarwater, USAF
J-5, OJCS

SUBJECT :+ Transmittal of Documents

1. Enclosed are the following documents:

Attachment A - A bridf narrative of the air activity (TS-155685-A) T 21 b
Attachment B - A chronological sequence of events (TS-155685-B) #87
Attachment C - A report returned from Tide on aircraft,

| # 99
crew, target and departure time (TS-155685-C)

" | 499

Attachment D - Training received by the pilots

- Attachment E - Support drop missions flown from D-Day M &
through D+2

ﬁttachment F - A list of personnel involved in the tra.im.ng ﬁ.ﬁ? ¥
of the pilots and their background (TS-155685-D) '

Attachment G - Composiﬁon of base unit at Tide. This #?;2}
does not include the air unit, which consisted of twenty people, the
majority of which were the Operations Staff. (TS-155685-E)

STANLEY W, BEERILI
Colonel, - USAF




PERSONNEL -

I. Development Projects Division (DPD) - Agency air operations (Washington)
A, -iﬁﬂm Headquarters, ‘Washington, Personnel Supportv

Direct = 14 total (Security, Cover, Admln. Finance, Materiel
6 opemtmn:) '

Indlract All uct&ons Operations, Weather, Intell, Admin,
: - Security, ntc. y plus facilities

RN

T N T T T T T T

Orga.nuaxion JMGLOW Hqs. Washington
ormal

+ Operations, Materiel, Admin, stc.

1. Chief - Lt. Colonel G. Gaines, Command Pilot, 5,000 hours

a. 19 years service; extensive cxpezriml-eov‘ert operations
aiuee 19815 Air sea rescue; 26 combat misgions WW IL

. Operations ataff all highly qualified USAX air operations
officers.

c. All support cméfs w1thm DPD long. experienced in covert 6pera
B. IMTIDE -
Total - 316 (157 Gubau, 159 American)
Organization - |
| 1 Alr Unit - OPEEKIORENYMEK- Chiof sad Deputy (20) < _‘ . 2
26« 3 m:attomaﬂicaro - lmvtgmr | i

¢. Administration - Commo, Security
e. PDO |
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\ 3rd MT

Narrative of Alr Activity

1. On 8 April 1961 a briefing was conducted for the Deputy Director
(Plans), Acting Chief, WH-4, and Acting Chief, DPD, which outlined the
proposed plan of air cperations for Project JMATE and Sub-Project JMFURY.,
Targets were as cited in DPD Air Operations Plan 200-1 with the exception -
that Targets 1, 2, and 3 were to be struck on D-3 as a portion of Project
JMFURY. Project JMFURY invelved targetl, San Antonio'de Los Banos, two
aircraft; target 2, Campo Libertad, two aircraft; target 3, Santiago de Cuba,
two aircraft.

2. On 9 April the briefing team departed Washington for JMTIDE. The
purpose of this trip was to brief the combat elements of the proposed plan of
activities. -After two days target study at JMTIDE, a recommendation was
submitted to Headquarters which recommended assignment of three aircraft
each to Targets 1 and 2. This change was effected.

3. On 15 April Project IMFURY was implemented with strikes occurring

at dawn. A 24 hour delay received 13 April changed air strikes from D-3 to

»D-2. Results of that strike wexre believed to have been destruction of 70 to 80
percent of GOC's combat air capability, Damages sustained by attacking air-
craft were as follows: ene aircraft and crew destroyed by anti aircraft fire
eventually crashing into the sea approximately 30 miles north of the Cuban
coast attempting to reach Boca Chica Naval Air Station. One aircraft landed
at Grand Cayman short of fuel, One aircraft landed at Boca Chica Naval Air
Station, no battle damage had been incurred. The reason for landing at the .
Boca Chica Naval Air Station was due to this aircraft attempting to escort a
crippled-B-26 to Boca Chica which later crashed into the sea. The aircraft
which 1anded at Boca Chica and Grand Cayman were eventually returned to the
launch base.

4. On D-1 eleven targets were assigned the B-26 etrike force designed
“to destroy:the remainder of GOC operaticnal air capability. Between the hours
"of 2100 local and 6100 local during the night 16-17 April the target assignment
was changed prohibiting air strike of any airfields the morning of D day. All
aircraft were committed to sustain air support over the beachhead area.

5. On Dday 5 C-46's and one C-54 successfully dropped the airborne
battalion at the appointed DZ's within the objective area. These aircraft
returned to the launch base. B-26 aircraft were rotated over the beachhead
throughout the day. The B-26 aircraft reporting the sinking of one gun boat,
the destruction of one Sea Fury and one B-26, numerous strikes on ground




" targets and one C-46 aircraft by evasive attack caused an attacking Sea Fury

aircraft to crash into the sea. Four B-26 were lost late on D day to enemy
T-33 aircraft. One aircraft landed at Grand Cayman with one engine shot out,
One aircraft landed at Boca Chica due to pilot fatigue. It should be pointed
out that all Cuban air crews had at this point been up 36 to 48 hours without
sleep. Thirteen (13) actual combat gorties were flown on D day. All sorties
were in support of the amphibious landing on the beachhead. At this point {t
became clear that enemy air activity utilizing T-33 aircraft could destroy the
more obsolete B-26 type aircraft with relative ease and 3 decision was made
to attempt to destroy the remaining GOC aircraft at night on the ground
through successful bombing raids. Six aircraft wera scheduled to strike the
main base of operations in two waves of three each during the night of 17.18
April. The aircraft aborted on take off. Heavy haze and low clouds prevented
three aircraft from finding target snd one aircraft attacked San Antonio de Los

-Banos, -

6. On D plus 1 it became hecessary to utilize American civilian pilots
to protect the beachhead area due to the fact the Cubans were either too tigd
or refused to fly. Six sorties were flown during the afterncon of D plus 1,
Reported damage by GOC sources indicated 1800 casualities and destruction of
seven tanks, '

7. On the morning of D plus 2 American pilots again were pressed into
service for protection of the beachhead area for two reasons (1) the reluctance
of the Cuban pilots to fly more combat sorties without air to air cover and (2)
the Americans were attempting to build morale and develop a will to win, Two
American crews were shot down with no survivors in the morning of D plus 2.
Both aircraft were lost to T-33 aircraft. All sorties flown on the morning of
D plus 2 were scheduled during the one hour period Navy air cover was supposed
to have been provided the beachhead area.

8. In the afterncon of D plus 2 a radio message was received from the
ground Brigade Commander stating that he was destroying his equipment and
*heading for the hills*, Upon receipt of this message all air activities in support
of the beachhead area were terminated. - SR




CHRONGLUGICAL SEQUENCE QF EVENTS

Tirne Scheduled Flown Destroyes
1. Prior to D-16 15 targets scheduled
15 aircraft cornmitted for ID-Day .
2. DnC 12 targets scheduled (Deleted $-10-11})%
14 aircraft committed for D-Day
3. D-9 Fury Project scheduled for D=2
(¢ aircraft - 3 targets)
4. D=2 (15 Anyril) 3 aircraft - Libertad
3 ' - San Antonic Los Danos
2 " - Santiago de Cuba
1 B - Special Project 9+ (1 aboxrt) P {AAYN
5, el {GLOW $2506) 11 tar;zets scheduled (Deleted
' 5-9-10-11)*
1¢ aircraft committed for 11-Day
6., D=1 {GLOT 5913) 4 targets scheduled (1-2-8-BA)*
5 aircraft committed for -Day
7. D-Day (17 April) No day targets (strategic)
(GLOW 9923) All aircraft committed support
beachhead for D-Day 13+ (1 abort) 4 (T 330g )ik
2., D-Day (GLOY 4660) bax effort night attacks on air-
v fields
b 6 aircraft conumitted 17/18 Apxil 4+ (2 aborts)
* Target nurmbers above are listed in Appendix 2 to Annex B toc Air Operations Plan [No. 200-1
% Loss due to antiaircraft fire (AA)
£33

Loss due to T-33 fighter aircraft

Total A/

Ymerg.

Base | Irgcommi
Z 59)
3 11
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985 P-VARELLA, AFONT SAN ANTONIO 1722¢72 . BLACKOUT AND;HVY HAZEPRECTUDED MISSION;SUCCESS.
: DE LOS BANOS S R CESS .

921 P-CORTINA, MIRRALLES 1722392 DID NOT FIND FIELD.  LANDED BOCA CHICO _
923 P-HERRERA, LOPEZ JOSE MARTI 18¢63¢2 BLACKOUT AND HVY HAZE PRECLUDED MISSION SUCCESS
] P-SIMPSON, UNK BLUE BEACH 1819472 INTERDICTED CONVOY OF TANKS AND TRUCKS WEST OF BEACHHEAD.. HEAVY DAMAGE
927. P-FPETERS; SODO INFLICTED ON CONVOY.
960 P-PONZOA, NOVE :
965 P-RENE, ARDOIS
950 P-ZUNIGA, VILLAFANA
955 P-SOTO, GONZALES
S SIMPSON, PETERS BLUE BEACH 191432 ENCOUNTERED CONSIDERABLE OPFOSTTION FROM AAA AND AIRCRAFT.
: ¢ ‘SAFRANEK =~ +v 1918392 T '
#SIBBITS; BRAY- : 1909007 SHOT DOWN, NO SURVIVORS
ROSTAN; BERLISS . 0x:5 1909002 L DR
} HERRERA . o ~ 190700Z-
, . i . VGELENTER ' ~1908L5Z-
L #STUD ;L 1908452
P-CRESPO, PEREZ BLUE BEACH 1719Lg2 SHOT DOWN, O SURVIVORS
- P-PIEDRA, FERNANDEZ 17194@2 e
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E. TARGET
F. REMARKS

A7 APRIL 1561
=46

855~

FERRER

" E. Dz3'AND DZ-5"
~ F.,DZ-3 LGT GRD FIRE.
THREE TRUCKS.,
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A7 -APRIL 1564










MR. GAR THORSRUD - Overflight crew member for Agency
(PDO); qualified pllot ANG - fighter aircraft; covert air activities ,
since 1962, ~ - RS ‘ :

MAJOR B. B, CAMPBELL ~ Air ops officer (command pilat);
combat veteran WW II & Korea; Be26 pilot Korea; B~57 Tactical Afr
Command; operations officer - Squadron to Group - 3800 hrs (1700~

. 2000 B-26}; over 50 missions . 4

~ MAJO
RBe66,

~"MAJOR J. H. AIMAN - Master Navigator; former SAG B-AT
B39 Alr Reacue (long range low level - 8th Gp); veteran wwne&
Koresj Instructor Nav Tng Cmd | o o

MAJOR K. R. BURTON - IP - Command Pilot - combat vetes

MAJOR TERRY ABELN - IP - Combat Veteran WW 1L

_experience in Far East with this organiration training peopledn .
. ~Formogs; ovey 50 combat missions; B-26 pilot; RB+69, G54,

-~

R S T X

Cadbiqualified. 5,000 total hrs {1700 ~ 2000 B-26)

. GAPT.R. J. DURNIN - IP - Instructor in Tag Gmd; fighter .

- -pllot Korea < B-26 qualified; over 50 missions; 4,000 hrs (1500 B~26) s

" CAPY. FRANK JONES « C~54 IPy former MATS pilot - 9,000
_rsj tralned in low level cargo drops ~ A

MR, C. SIEGRIST ~ WW Il -~ combat experience B-26, C-46,
- C+54; ATR qualified commaércial pilot; covert activities éxperience;
Air America : : - o

MR. W. BEALE - Fighters WW II & Korea; Air America

| I



I R - < _
1. TA .,94 g5 Pilot Pere; l.‘-.ono:*.;lez, Jose™ ' /,; /_ 2' 75 7.
2, FTA-2483 DPrilot Valdes Y Canpancl, Fau.a‘bo/ o

%, FA-247L Pilot Cexrceda Coirn, Cantxo o

A. FA-2498 Pilot Caatellmms do los Reyes-Gavilan, Jose 1f, ; T
Se Ff.:-2400 Pilot . '-_f:.v('x"ja.rcia Acosta, Ifcmtau/ | IHW /V J.Q 72'4471;/» ;
6. TFA-3609 Equip-Fers Ié"yva Urem'riua, Rene Aji— e ( A/ﬂ~5c:L AP
7. FA-2249 Pilot Cabrora Rod.riguez, Timoteo A. _ T %mr ox
8. TA-24T4 Yave Alberty ce.rcm, Amando &< -_'-._.5, Tj-..-_"'.:l ) :"; 5‘“‘7”""?‘7”4‘
9. FA-—.?22& Op-Fed Alfonso Dobes, lario A. 1/ | |
10, Fb:-244’5 Qp—".ad Feroz Sordo, Alberto L
il. FA—2437 Flt-Eng Fernandez Pobirosa, Jose A. ;/ U(//) )
12; rA-2434 Hav : :IIema.ndez Acostg, Jose - _ e
1. FA-2492 Pilot ‘.Ferrer Y conzalez, Edua.rdo -~ ’
s meen sk o e, Seoeldy ?.-..5'?-!A HSTORIILREVEN PROGRAN
B Wik G doen muto — B pAGE G SANMZED
e et
‘4. FA-24T5 ant. Havarro Lfachado, Mezmol

: Isuaices Sotelo, Ces&r /

6 mA-2481 Pll_ot f 'E}a:z:.cia Pa;maa., Sorglo /
Te . FA-2460 Pilok Solia SarioI, BrmI./ ‘
8. fA72456 mot : cinebéaécroém Peréz, Harlo s,
9. FA-2404 RIS ;Eaxevama maz, Esteban“ P

10, FA-2477 PilotCano Hemanaez, Higuel
11, FA-2459 Pilot - Secades Lopez, Vicente ‘/- R C!W o

. R P - <, P . L . . . . -
pa . . - - ... e .




14.

15.
16.

FA-2406
PA-R211
FA-2230
FA-2213

FA-2265

m;ez;oa
FA-2463
FA-2400
FA-2469

FA~2493.

FA-2467
FA-2210
FA-2423
FA-2422
FA-2473
FA-2424
FA;-2432

FA-2490

FA-223T
FA-2240

FA-2429

FA-2228

«)

Pilot
Pil-R.0
On-Fad
Op-TNad

Supply

Pilot
Pilot
Pilo}
filot
Pilot
Pilot
Pilot
Pilot
Pilot
rilot
Pilot
Pilot
Pilot
Pilot
Pilot
Pilot-llox
Pil-liav
Pil-liav

il-llav

Yezquez lartinez, Raoul

-

Pellon Y Blanco, Jose L.

Topez Castillo, Roul v

Teyno Inclan, Emcsto -~

[

Carbo Yaniz, Ulices

126 Cxrew. 34
Varcla Y Vicytes, Joaquin - A

XX Y
licrrera Cobrera, Gonzalo (Wﬂu“‘ 1 w)

" b

Crespo Crasso, Joso Ae (KA )(

Farics Rie,jo, Yatias

Ponzoa Alvorez, Gustwo((»«f‘]“ o 26 e )

Carcla Fernandez, Rene ( Gowpdld Gy 204 )
Picdra :eﬁacruela, Osveldo, "-) (Kra )

Carro Y Suvarez, liguel A, (, e —J

Caballero Conzalez, Alfredo

Alverez Cortina, lario

Carcia Y Fexrnondez, Crispin L. (/( /4)( cw Y M
Rojas Gonzalez, Ignacio _ , j

Vienello Y Alacan, Raul (K74 )
Soto Vazqueé s Antonio
Pascaro Sanchez, Antonio E.

Lomez Doninguez, Angel
Rodi'igucz Rodrigues, Eduardo
Conzalez Ramivez, Eddy é/(ia ]

Afont Zoériguez, Tomas =




A a A

Ao/ STl

28,

29,
30e
31,
324

PA 2413
FA-2451
FA-2202
FA-2421
re-2425
FA~2491
FA~2450
YA-2445

FA-2207

FA-2404
FA-2431
FA-2461.

3512420

34,
35
56.

1.
2.
3.
4.
Se

FA-2218
F£~2200
2439

FA 2457

FA-2458
FA-2470
PA-2409
FA-2416

FA-3189

FA-2473

@

Pil-~tlav
Fil-iav
il=lev

Pil-ilav

Pildlav

Pil-dav
Pil-Mev

Tl-lev

‘Pilleyv

Pil-Yav
Pil-Nev
Pil-Fav
Pil-lTav
Pillav
Pil-Hav
Pil-Fav

Pil-Yav

Terez Yorenso, lorenzo (x4 ) -
Terez Nonccel, Coston (<9 )
ldralles Poveda, Salvader

Barca. Guinea, Zduairdo

[:kor‘ic./'uj (K//;)(M 0)‘% L '54%;4 rbm../«

'Gonzg.lez Ramro, Juan M.

Vega Verza, Oscar b 7“'& 17 %J/ )

Govrcia Pujel, Rafacl

Pevo Caras, Esteban L.R,T.

Gonzalez Y Ca::vajal, Eenito R.
Batista Hernende , Wildo
Reyes loxrting Arcadio

Prez Rodriguez, Demetrio
Fernandez Axdois, Iuisg
Herrcra Ferez, Eduardo

Salas Baro, Antonio

Gutierrez Cossjo, Jose

Hotrs. 12

Chief A,F. Villafafia Y ¥artiniez, Ianuel

Létache Zuniza Y Rivas, Iario

Ops Chief-Cospe Y Toribio, Iuis * — %M T»A X r/cr)
Intel Chief Alberty Gercia, Alberto (...'cumi)

Sec—Qff Villoldo Sa:xpem, Custeva
» Priest

Doc Jatos Conzalez, David

Fera Sede Reyes, Leonaxdo




Yers

(hqtxs)

FA-2494
FA-2216

FA-2238

10.

17.
18,
19,

FA-2479

FA-2244
FA-2412
FA-2414
FA-2442
FA-2449
FA-2452
FA;2206
FA;zzzf;

FA-2235

FA-2217
FA-223Y
FA-2415
FA-2448
FA-2462
FA-2487
FA-2464
FA-2203

FA-2239

Fpo
Pno

0
Do

Do

Do

cravgite 4 TV
Fernandez Xon, Daniel l( /4) Zepifs £ ‘?

Puig Wez, Fernando

Uria Hermandez, Iuis

(iami) might not come back

Butierrez Cebeza, Armando

Ppots 19
Y¥axrill Anguero, Eddy

Rovuelta San Emeterio, Manuel
Perez Maxrtinez, Alberto .
GLnebra.-Groe:.n Peraz; Francisco

Hernandes Gamot.ea, Jesus

LA AN S A B AN AN JC AN A 2% J

WS&-V- Regalado Ch<~VCZ s Luis
Varons, Fernandez, Hector |

Baibona, ‘EOSQ A

Bengochea Perez, Arturo
Gonzalez Rebull Y Senchez, Julio

LR

B2 Femandez Corredera, Rolando -

Valexra Yanes, Alberto

Lopez Coli, Sentisgo
Cortes Silvera, Cainilo Sa
Garrido Infante, Rolando |
Cisneros Ierrera, Selvedor

Giner Alonso, Ofto
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Autonobile Mech. 4

Rodrigucs Perez, Reineldo
Navarro Gomez, Dewiel
Rogue, Luis

L"-EChB. E 3 7

Rosa Gongzelez, Jose
Astudillo Ojsda, Pablo
N ufez Aquim, Reinaldo

Fermoso Pu Prieto, Juan :A,

Pichardo Vazzuez, Roberto

Lopez Valdes, lorenzo C.
Avila Y Ruiz, Hanuel
Calejo Urgelles, Manuecl

Garcia Perez, Roberto IL..

1. Mech
2, FA—2248 Llech
3. FA-2256  Mech
4. FA-2257  lMech
1. FA-2440  Mech
2. FA-2403  Mech
5 o FA-2456  Mech
4. FA-2204  Mech
Se FA-2205
6. FA-2208  Mech
T FA-2209  Mech
8. FA-2495  Mech
9. FA-2212
10. & . Hoch
1l. PA~2402  lech
12, FA-241%  lech
13. FA-2413  Mech
1%, FA-2417 . Mech
15. FA-2426 Mech
I6. FA~2427  liach
17+ FA-2428  Mech
. 18. FA-2435  lMech
19. FA;2436 Yech
20, FA-2438  lach
21. FA-2201  1lech
| 22, FA-2462 ° Mech

Ieon, labmdez Iabrador, Rodova‘_ldo'
Ranirez Sosa, _.Jose

Fernandez AJ.v?.x'gg, Segiberto
Acosts Ruiz, Julio (/( /1 )

' Hei'nandez Reyes, Ilecdor

Leth'bndgc ’ Aguilem, Douglas N,
Gonzalez Gonzalez, Evaristo
Llarena Coya, Alfredo

Garcia Lopez, Benigno

Cirea Pou, Lazaro

Sierra Rey, Candido

Inigo Carcm., Pcdro H
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Cont.

iLehn. |

23,
24,
254
26.
27,
28,

29.

3Q.
¢« i le

;o BN

3T
31,

52

%3¢ T

344
354
3.

" e £

2,
3
4e
Se
6.
7o
8,
9.
10,

11,

PA-2264
FA-2252
FA-2254
PA-2215
L‘é.;2454
FA-2247

FA-2250

FA-2058

FA-2259

FA-22061
FA-2262

FA~-2263

FA-2243

FA-2222
F4-2229
FA-2232

g g

Vives Y Nacirez, LRoberto
Agudirre Juiiz, Jose S.
‘aldes Clare, Pedro E.
Deléoszero Alpuin, Celso
ldioz Nojen, Sergio
ulz Afvavez, Antonlo

TPeres Castro, Francisco

Zorales Felegrin, iHpgucl CG.

Rogue, Luis
Xertinez Conzelez, Lutberto
Izguierdo Ramirez, Orlando
Caballero Carcia, Julio
Pexrdigon Figarola, Pedro _
Gircla Youque, lector

. Lrmamont 21

Sanchez lontésino, Ramiro
Couce Iinarcs, Josug
Caballero Conzalez, Jullo - (A/A)

4ot doeva

Iopern Epmasfes. fonzalez, Iuis

Suvarez llertell, Orlando

Formoso Fencdo, Juen A,

Diez Serapion, Eliseo

Rebagso Ebinzmdez, Eduardo




Cont .
Armament
2, PA:-2255
13. FA-2233
14, PA-2234
15. FA-3781

LAY Y 4

L a4

#6t

16. FA-2236
17, FA-2220
18, FA-222]
19, FA-2241
20, FA-2242
21, FA-2253

A

Arm
Ama

Lopez del Rincon, Francisco
Fajardo Acanda, Juen F,
Yesa Campos, Pene

Fedroso Amores, Acelo

Girm Pyyan, Jarge A.
Jorrin FPerdomo, Gonzalo
P?:imja Hernandez, Antonio
Pog Fernandez Isla, Ramon
Cabellero Silve, Julio

Valle Sabatez, Jorge Del




