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In-Country Operations.

Insurgent activities inside
Nicaragua since t
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The insurgents owe their survi\}al

inside Nicaragua largely
to their civilian Support network.

The Sandinistas: Uneven Im rovements
~=—===i. Yneven Improvements
Forces and Strategy.

Managua continues to allocate
substantial rescurces to the counterinsurgency effort.
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Net Gains. Since the cut-off of US lethal aid last year,
Sandinista capabilities have remained relatively constant, in
contrast to those of the Contras.
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Fighting at Low Levels

Not surprisingly, the level of combat act

ivity during the
eay has been significantly lower than in

1987 and early

Sandinista operations over the past year have achieved mixed
results
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Under the direction of
leadership, the committed co
operating in
not regime~-threatening challenge to the Sandini
few months. The guerrillas will focus on demon
determination and resilience, both to the government and to their
own supporters, and on seizing munitions and other supplies. . .

Managua may also intens Yy efforts

- to neutralize rebe supporters, although the current campaign to
increase its own backing in rural areas for next year's elections
makes it unlikely the regime will resort to the brutal tactics ‘
necessary to cause serious damage to the support network. _
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