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THE ;l'UDEH PARTY: VEHICLE OF COMMUNISM IN IRAN

SUMMARY

Although the now banned Tudeh (Masses)
Party of Iran purports to be only a home-
grown reformist movement of Marxist lean-
ings, it is, for all practical purposes, the Com-
munist Party of Iran. Party propaganda has
consistently parroted the Communist line,

while the party organization in the field has

repeatedly acted  to advance the Soviet in-
terest. The party machinery, organized
along Communist lines of \“democratic ‘cen-
tralism,” has been dominated from the outset
by a combination of veteran Soviet-trained

agitators and Marxist intellectuals, most of -

whom have been comrades in arms ever since
they were thrown together in the prisons of
Iran during the Reza Shah regime. There is
every indication that the Tudeh Party, like
the openly Communist parties of other coun-
tries, enjoys direct command Hlaison with the
USSR.

The Tudeh Party is significant not only
because of its Soviet connections, which make
it the logical nucleus for a quisling govern-
ment should the USSR accelerate its efforts to
interfere in Iran, but also because of the head
start it has obtained in rousing certain im-
portant elements of the Iranian people from
their political apathy. The other parties
which have sprung up in Iran since the fall
of the Reza Shah dictatorship are at present
chiefly loose associations of notables, leaving
the Tudeh Party as the only political group
which has achieved any degree of genuine
popular support. Although the Tudeh or-
ganization has scarcely begun to organize
- Iran's vast peasantry, it has made notable
strides in the towns, which constitute the
principal centers of power and control in Iran.
Utilizing the Tudeh-created Central United
Council of Trade Unions, the party at one time

had more than 70,000 members—about one-
third of Iran's industrial population—and has
been particularly active in such key installa-
tions as the Iranian State Railway, the Anglo-
Iranian Oil Company, and govemment-owned
factories. = -

Thus far the party has not been completely
successful in capitalizing ‘on its opportunities.
Its various attempts to obtain power in 1946,
culminating in the establishment of the Azer-
baijan People’s Republic by a Tudeh offshoot,
proved premature; the party received a severe
setback just as its strength was increasing
most rapidly. In February 1949, when mem-.
bership was believed to number some 25,000
and the party’s comeback was far from com-
plete, the Tudeh organization was outlawed
by the Iranian Government, and a number of

‘{ts leaders were arrested (and later convicted)

on charges of treasonable activity.

Despite these reverses, the Tudeh Party will
continue to be an important factor in Iran’s
future so long as the lagging of social and
economic reform creates a reservoir of popu-
lar unrest upon which to draw. While the
party has been tfemporarily driven under-
ground, it will undoubtedly proceed with its
announced intentions of carrying on the
struggle, although the leadership may eventu-
ally feel it wise to set up a new organization
ostensibly free of Communist associations. It
is hardly likely that the Tudeh leadership has
any real hope of gaining power through peace-
ful means, especially in view of the tight con-
trol over electoral processes exercised by Iran’s
present ruling class. As a more or less con-
spiratorial group, however, the Tudeh organi-
zation is well fitted to further Soviet policy
by undertaking sabotage, work stoppages, and

Note: The intelligence organizations of the Departments of State, Army, Navy, and the
Alr Force have concurred in this report. It is based on information available to CIA .

as of 15 May 1949. \
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disturbances at critical points within Iran or = Government if unaccompanied by active
by setting up a new group of regional auton-  Soviet assistance, they could be arranged so
omist movements. = Although such acts would  as to furnish a pretext for Soviet interven-
not constitute a decisive threat to the Iranian tioninIran =~ - :
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. THE TUDEH PARTY: VEHICLE OF COMMUNISM IN IRAN

1. Historical Introduction.

" The Tudeh (Masses) Party.represents the
culmination of a revolutionary movement ex-
.tending as far back as the first decade of the
twentieth century, when Russian radicals be-
gan to use the liberal Iranian press then in
existence to attack the Czarist regime and to
. prepare Iran for radical government. Follow-
.Ing the Bolshevik seizure of power in Russia

in 1917, Communist agent activity in Iran

increased. ‘A Soviet Republic of Gilan was
- proclaimed in 1920 and a Communist-backed
revolt took place at Tabriz in 1921. Both of
these revolutionary efforts, however, soon col-
" lapsed in the wake of the Treaty of Friendship
signed by Iran and the USSR in 1921, and the
Iranian agents of the USSR turned their at-
fention to the organization of peasant and
. labor groups along the Caspian coast and -at

. Tehran. - These efforts were interrupted in.

1929, when the autocratic regime of Reza
.Shah suppressed the labor movement and ar-
rested some fifty of its leaders, but they were

. shortly thereafter resumed. -~

" By the latter thirties the Soviet-trained rev-
olutionaries had been joined by a new class of
opponents of the Reza Shah dictatorship—
Iranian intellectuals, many of whom had be-
come converted to Marxism. The chief mem-
ber of this element, a persuasive German-
educated professor named Dr. Tagi Erani,
was arrested along with a number of his fol-
.lowers in May 1937; in the so-called Trial of
the Fifty-three * in November of the following
year, forty-five of this group were convicted of
receiving funds from the USSR and of Com-
munist activity and were sentenced to penal
servitude in the Qasr-e-Qajar Prison near Teh-
ran. There, despite strict regulations, they
managed to associate with the Soviet-trained
agitators who had been previously imprisoned
and to obtain newspapers and study mate-
rials. Although Erani died in prison, his fol-
lowers, who had entered Qasr-e-Qajar Prison as

¢ Actually, only forty-nine were tried.

inquisitive intellectuals, emerged as a disci-
plined band of _Communists.“ .
. At the end of August 1941, British ang
Soviet troops entered Iran, forcing the collapse

' oftheR&aShahregime.--Aocordlngtothe

Tudeh Party’s own account, its first organiza-
tional meeting was held scarcely a month
later, on"§ October, at the Tehran home of
Soleyman Mohsen Eskandari.- The prison-
trained group of revolutionaries formed the

- majority of the party founders; at least three

of the five men at the original meeting had
come recently from jail, while most of the
nineteen men who joined soon afterwards were

. graduates of the Qasr-e-Qajar Prison, released

under a law passed 16 September granting
amnesty. to political prisoners. -

- - At first set up as the Tudeh Stock Company, .

the group soon assumed the permanent name
of the Tudeh. Party of Iran, thereupon devot-
ing 1942 and most of 1943 to recruiting mem-
bers, establishing a party press, and setting
up connections with the labor movement and
other front organizations. By early 1943, the
party was publishing three daily newspapers
in Tehran, had organized some twenty liberal
newspapers into a loose federation known as
the United National -Front (later Freedom
Front), and had fostered the establishment of
the Central United Council of Trade Unions.
By the fall of 1943, when elections for the XTIV
Majlis began, the party was ready for its first
real test.

The party made a strenuous effort in the
Majlis elections and demonstrated far greater
strength than had been expected, particularly
in the north, where the Soviet garrison com-
manders gave it useful (although less than
maximum) support. Nine deputies, includ-
ing six members of the party Central Com-
mittee, were seated under the Tudeh label

¢* Ja'far Pishevari, one of the older group of
prisoners, later wrote of the Eranti group: “They
learned from us how to resist and endure ... Doc-
tors and professors who were the intellecfuals .of
Iran acted like trained political warriors.”
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(Ja'far Pishevari, later head of the free Azer-.

baijan regime, was elected from Tabriz but
the Majlis refused to seat him), while an addi-
tional seven deputies are believed to have been
covert members of the party. This small
Tudeh “fraction” in the Majlis—more alert,

more skilled in debate, and more sure of pur- -

pose than the other deputies—was very out-

spoken in the chamber and did much to ob- ..
struct the legislative process. Meanwhile, the

Tudeh organization in the fleld worked to
strengthen its hand in preparation for the
Soviet-directed attempt to shatter the Tehran
government’s authority which was made at
the end of the war.’

"At the end of September. 1945 a group of
Tudeh-backed army officers began & prema-
ture revolt in-the Khorasan area east of the
Casplan Sea.  Meanwhile, however, the very

active Tabriz section of the party had set it-

self up as a new and nominally distinct organ-
ization, the Democratic Party of Azerbaijan;
and had begun its agitation for autonomy.
By the spring of 1946 the Iranian Government
was confronted with Soviet-backed autono-

mous regimes in both Azerbaijan and Kurdis--

tan, new Tudeh agitation in Khorasan and
along the Caspian coast, Soviet demands for
an oil concession, and strong opposition from
the right-wing politiclans. The term of the
XIV Majlis was ending in confusion, its final
sessions left quorumless because of the Tudeh
demonstrators -massed before its meeting
place. . » _
-Prime Minister Qavam, enabled to act free-
ly by the adjournment of the Majlis on 16
March, turned first against the so-called reac-
tionary element in the opposition, arresting
Sayyid Zia ad-din Tabatabai .and General
Hasan Arfa and ending the activities of Say-
yid Zia's allegedly anti-Soviet National wil
Party. Toward the USSR and its supporters,
Qavam adopted a conciliatory policy, with an
immediate view to obtaining the evacuation
of Soviet occupation troops from Iran. In
Mazandaran the Tudeh Partly proceeded to
arm the workers, to take over the government-
owned factories, and to police communica-
tions. The Tudeh-backed Central United
Council of Trade Unions sponsored a rash of
unauthorized strikes, Tudeh members seized

factories at Isfahan, and party speakers at
Abadan heaped abuse on the government and
the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company, all without
governmental opposition. In June a prelim-
inary agreement was reached between Qavam
and. the “Azerbaijan - Democratic .Govern-
ment,” while Abbas Eskandari, brother-of the
Tudeh Party leader, was named mayor of
Tehran; in August, Qavam named three prom-
inent Tudeh leaders to his cabinet, thus enabl-
ing them to place loyal followers in fmportant
government posts, even in such former right-
wing strongholds as Yazd and Kermsan.. .
- The mushrooming of Tudeh influence was
soon checked, however. - Qavam was already
becoming annoyed with the Tudeh Party be-
cause of its pressure for. ratification of the
Soviet oll concession agreement and for ‘spe-
cific concessions in the forthcoming elections,

‘and when the powerful Qashgqai tribes openly

rebelled against the ascendancy- of Tudeh
leaders in the government, he moved effec-

-tively. Quickly making an agreement .with |

the Qashqals; he dismissed the Tudeh mayor
of Tehran, forced the Tudeh members out of
his cabinet, and stressed the rapid expansion’
of his own newly formed political .party, the
Democrats of Iran. With much of the liter-
ate population rushing to join the new party
and sentiment in favor of the . Azerbaijan
regime fading, the government became bolder.

. Within a month after g Tudeh-sponsored gen-

eral strike took place in Tehran on 12 N ovem-
ber, the Tudeh press was suppressed, and on
13 December the Azerbaijan regime collapsed
in the face of government troops sent in to
supervise the elections there. .Some of the
Tudeh-dominated factories were occupied by
troops, scores of Tudeh and labor leaders were
arrested, and in several towns the Tudeh party
and labor clubs were closed.

The party reeled before these blows. Its
leaders faded briefly from sight and then an-
nounced that the party would boycott the
coming elections. A period of soul searching
followed. Moderate members deserted to the
Democrats of Iran, while some of the intel-
lectuals issued pamphlets attacking the radi-
cal and “ill-defined and disorganized course”
of the party. On 1 January 1947 the Central
Committee was replaced by a Temporary Ex-

N
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ecutive Council, and the Tudeh leadership

confessed that the party, by encouraging
quantity rather than quality, had granted

" membership to corrupt opportunists and ad-

venturers who had ignored the instructions of
the Central Committee and injured the feel-
ings ‘of many of their fellow countrymen. -

The party began the long road back by with-
drawing into reo local cells, which

-operated quietly and without publicity. - How-

ever, the national organization slowly began to
revive. As early as June 1947 Qavam allegedly

offered cabinet positions to the party; and dur- -

ing the fall of 1947—particularly after the

_passage of a' general amnesty bill by the

Majlis—members of the old Democratic Party
of Azerbaijan drifted back into the Tudeh or-

- ganizationt The  mohajirs . (“emigran

supposedly Iranian nationals returning after
residence within the USSRY), sifting down from
the northwest, were especially successful.in
penetrating the Iranian State Railway. In
November the leader of the trade union con-

* federation was released from prison, in Decem-

ber the Tudeh Youth Organization reopened
its club at Isfahan, and on May Day 1948 the
party’s Annual Congress named & new Cen-
tral Committee, in which all of those who had
been dropped after the near-debacle of 1946
were reinstated in power. :

The party was not officially represented in
the Majlis, but it began to play an increasingly
strident role in public affairs through the me-
dium of its revived and revitalized press. Dur-
ing August 1948 the party leaders made a for-
mal presentation of demands to Prime Minis-
ter Hajir and during the fall of 1948 its press
attacks became increasingly- bitter. Mean-
while, the party was obviously gaining
strength with each passing month and, by its
collection ‘and storage of arms and vehicles,
was apparently preparing for some sort of
direct action.

The revival of the Tudeh Party was abrupt—
Iy halted, following the attémpted assassina-
tion of the Shah on 4 February 1949, when
martial law was proclaimed throughout the
country, the Tudeh Party was officially dis-
solved, and some five hundred individuals were
arrested on the ground that the party had

+ .

been involved in the assassination plot.* On
23 April the trials of some fourteen leaders
and seven lesser lights ended with- mneteen of
them sentenced to terms-of one to ten years:
On 18 May eight leaders (seven of them mem-
bers of the Central Committee) - ‘tried in.ab-
sentia, were sentenced to deéath, while ‘nine
other party members were-sentenced to terms ’
of five to ten years.. -

Despite these blows, the Tudeh Party con-

" tinues to represent a significant threat to:Ira-

nian stability. By virtue of its broad popular

-appeal and vigorous organizational methods,

it is the only contemporary political organiza-
tion in Iran which has achieved any real de-
gree of support among the people.. Moreover,
despite its pretense-of being: only-a national
reform movement, the Tudeh Party is, for all,
practical purposes, the.Iranian Communist
Party and is unmistakably under Soviet in-
fluence. = - ‘ .

2. Formal Program and Pollcy

Ostensibly, the Tudeh Party is merely a hb—
eral reform organization' ‘the party leadership :
has taken pains to convey | the impmsion that
the party wishes only to éffect ‘the social and
economic reforms which most them visitors
would admit were necessary in Iran.” (A sim-
flar tactic was adopted by the’ Deniocratic
Party of Azerbaijan, which’ took a rmoderate
line until its. assumption of poweér enabled it
to start an extremely ra.dxcal program.) The
Tudeh constitution** adopted at the first party

"Congress (1-12 August 1944) lists as funda-

mental aims that the party: (1) represents
the oppressed classes of Iran; (2) stands for
the independence and integrity of Iran as
against colonialism; (3) favors international
cooperation toward the attainment of world
peace; (4) is a partisan of a truly democratic
government; and (5) is dedicated to the re-
placement of outmeded economic systems
with a progressive orgdanization beneficial to
the majority of the people. The party pro-
gram calls for freedom of thought and expres-
sion, racial and religious equality, universal -

- free elections, reform of the judiciary, and

* The government announced, however, that it
would not attempt to prosecute ordinary, rank-and-
file members of the party.

** See Appendix A.
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repeal of laws unjust to the masses, while the
- party has also advocated such objectives as
~ the eight-hour day, recognition of the rights
of unions, social insurance, protection of
mothers and children, and legal and social

~ equality for women. Although most of its

platform relates to the classes, it has
asserted that it is not merely a party ‘of the

workers but the spokesman for 90 percent of -

the nation. It hss repeatedly stated that it
works to uphold the Constitution, is in no way
opposed to “constitutional laws,” and “has no
quarrel with the principles of private owner-
. Sh.lp." . . . [ ) .
" ‘Apparently nothing has angered the lead

‘of the Tud¢h Party so much as the accusation

* that the party-is Communistic -and has ties

with the USSR. Statements in Tudeh news-
papers and books stress the democratic, anti-
fascist, and anti-reactionary character of the
party. The official line is that the party isa
~ native organization, working for the good of
the Iranian nation, which is not and will not
become Communist; “if our party publishes
pro-Soviet articles, it is because the Soviets
- fight.well against the fascists.” * In 1947 the

* Rahbar, 7T May 1945:

- “There seems to be an established opinfon that

- the Tudeh Party Is an organ of Soviet Commu-
nists . .. Why conduct 8 one-sided policy? Why
think that every communist wants only the incor-
poration of other countries into the Soviet Union?
The Tudeh works for the Iranian nation, for the
maintenance of our own constitution ... If our
party publishes pro-Soviet articles, it is because the
Soviets fight well against the fascists. We are sure
that the Soviet government neither intends to in-
troduce bolshevik government in Iran, nor to oc-
cupy Iran.” ’

The pamphlet “Know the Tudeh Party” (Tehran,

1844) contained the similar assertions that:

“The statement that the Tudeh party of Iran has
communist connections, a statement that the group
of Sayyid Zia (ad-din Tabatabai]l are spreading
without reason to frighten the merchants and the
capitalists, is an error and far from the truth . . .
We  believe that communistic .and socialistic
thoughts need special social conditions which do not
exist in Iran and if one day a communist party
comes into existence in Iran that party will posi-
tively not be Tudeh . . . In our situation there are
certain tles with the Soviet government and na-
‘tions . . . [but] we have confidence that the Soviet
government, contrary to what its enemies say, has
no intention of making Iran bolshevist nor of oc-
cupying it.” ) 1

Tudeh leadership felt compelled (“since the
party is neither. communistic nor revolution-
ary”) to denounce the “Marxist Trotskyites"”
within its ranks as representing a “left devia-
tion.” ** Since then, however, the Tudeh
Party has devoted less energy to denying any
ties with the Soviet Union and more energy
Yo attacldng the “enemies” of the USSR. -
The Tudeh Party’s real bias, while velled in

its staternent of domestic aims, is made ap-

parent in its published statements

the ‘major outsidé powers. The official atti-
fude of the party toward the US and the UK
was at first mild; in 1944 it spoke of establish-
ing a government “on the type of the English

«and American democracies,” while the party

leaders then appeared to view the US with a
certain amount of good will. However, the |
party line soon thereafter began to harden,
first against the UK and then against the US,

" Against the British, the Tudeh leaders devel-
-‘oped the theme of the “one-sided policy,”

arguing that the British had maintained dom-
inance over Iranian foreign affairs and Ira-
nian politicians, particularly of the reaction-

. ary element, ever since the pre-World War I

struggle for influence with Russia, and that
2 normal balance in Iranian foreign policy
should be re-established by. development of
friendly relations with the USSR, which had
refrained from following the old Czarist policy
of interference in Iran. In. more recent
‘months the Tudeh Party has also attacked the
_British on specific points, demanding that the
Bahrein Islands in the Persian Gulf, whose
ruler is in effect under a British protectorate,

¢ * Analysis of the Conditions of the Party, Teh-
ran, 1947. The writer assumes an air of great in-
dignation over the attitude taken by. the “Marxist
Trotskyites”: . :

“They were a left deviation who wanted to gain
control of the party by parllamentary means!
They s2id that it was an aristocratic party and that
its leaders were not workers! They said that the
workers should have all affairs {n their own hands
and that they would revolt by founding a commu-
nist party. They said that the Tudeh has relations
with imperialists but that they are connected with
the Comintern. They said that the Tudeh party
violated Marxist theorles and was taken in by bour-
geols democracy! They made use of phrases of
Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin!” .

The writer closes by citing a passage from Lenin
against such deviationists.

SEAET
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be returned to Iran; insisting that Iran re-
ceive a much greater return from the opera-
tions of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company; al-
leging that the British-owned Imperial Bank
of Iran is operated entirely for the benefit of

L3S

the UK; stating that the Shah's visit to the

UK in the summer of 1948 was for the purpose
of recefving instructions from the British; and
repeating the common charge that many of
the present “reactionary” leaders of Iran are
in the pay of the British. -

With respect to the US, the Tudeh Party’s
initial good-will soon evaporated. Evidently
fearing that the US financial mission (1943-
45)" might succeed in improving the living

conditions of the people, the party soon began -

to launch attacks against Dr. Millspaugh, the
director. The Tudeh leader ‘Abd es-Samad
Kambakhsh asserted in the Mafjlis that “Dr.

Millspaugh was commissioned by certain cap-

italists to destroy Iran’s industries and agri-
culture and in general the economics of the

- country, that he might provide markets for

those capitalists after the war is over.”

From 1946 on, the party organs have par-
roted Soviet pronouncements about the US,
whether directly related to Iranian affairs or
not. A party directive of October 1948 or-
dered that “the US in general and US policy

‘in Iran, with emphasis on the arms credit

program in particular, should be the subject
of severest press attacks.” The party has
argued that the plans of Roosevelt have been
perverted and altered since his death (and
the opinions of his former deputy, Henry Wal-
lace, ignored); has heaped crificism upon US
aid to Greece and Turkey and on the Marshall
plan; and has flatly accused the US of having
an imperialistic policy designed “to enforce
American political, economic, and military
rule all over the world.” *

.¢ Speech by Dr. Radmanesh before Tudeh Central
27 October 1948. Radmanesh  also
charged that: “The -World War mongers, the Wall
Street masters, have started vast propaganda
against the decisions of the Potsdam Confer-
ence; . . . The American policy of expansion, which
was dragging Britain and France along in their
search for dollars, prevented the world, destroyed
by World War II, from being converted inbo a really
peaceful universe.”

A_§
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The party. is most vehement, as might be
expected, about US activities in Iran. It vig-
orously opposed the US arms credit bill which
was finally passed by the Majlis in Febnmry
1948 and has consistently demanded dismissal
of the US military missions to the Iranian
Army and to the gendarmerie, alleging that
US activities in Iran are part-of a plan for

“creating military bases in various parts of the

world and charging that airports are being
constructed in Iran under US supervision.
According to the Tudeh doctrine, the ruling
classaoflranhavedecldedtoserveboththe
“British and the American imperialisms’ in
Iran . . . let one of them have a free hand
in the'army and gendarmerie and in the crea-

- tion of military bases; satisfy the other one by

raising the exchange prices,-robbing the Ira-
nianonr&sources,andgivlngpowertoits
age.nts.t’

It is within thls framework that the Tudeh
Party explains its approval of the USSR; the
party is described as a partisan of friendship
not only with the Soviets but with “all coun-
tries opposed to imperialism and the wards of
imperialism in Iran.” However, the charac-
ter of Tudeh leadership and organization—as
well as its attitude in practice—indicate that

the party is linked with the USSR in far more ‘

substantial ways.

3. ‘Party Leadership. .

From the very beginning, the Tudeh Party
has been under the complete domination of a
relatively small group of men, all of whom
have long been linked with the USSR by either
Marxist convictions -or by actual training in
the USSR. The numerically larger element
in this group is made up of Iranian intellec-
tuals without direct ties with the USSR; in-
cluded among the fourteen or more members
of this group are at least nine European-edu-
cated men who were first attracted to Com-
munism through their advanced studies on
the Continent or through association with Dr.
Erani, and also a few prominent figures such
as the Eskandari brothers, who are related to
the Qajar dynasty overthrown by the present
Shah’s father, the late Reza Shah Pahlevi
The second element in the Tudeh Party lead-

“SEFRET
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ership is made up of such professional Soviet
agents as Ja'far Pishevari, leader of the Azer-
baijan regime, who has been active politically
since 1913 and who was one of the original
supporters of the Bolshevik. Revolution; Reza

Rusta, who was organizing peasant unions in’ .

Gilan as long ago as 1922-23; and ‘Ardeshir

Ovanessian, who repartedly had already grad-’

uated from the Young Communist Schoal in
Moscowwhenhewasmtedforcommtmlst
underground activity in Iran in 1934.

Despite the turbulence of the Tudeh Party’s
short history, the original group.of leaders has
remained more or less intact, thus .providing
the party with remarkable continuity of lead-
ership. In early 1949, nine of the twenty-four
surviving' founder-members were still. on the
Central Committee, with others of the. org-
inal group, notably Pishevari, Ovanessian, and
Rusta, unavailable only because they had to
drop from sight to _evade the police. Seven
of these nine survivors, all of whom have been
members of the party Secretariat, were mem-
bers.of Dr. Erani’s original coferie during the
1930's. A handful of later recruits did gain
temporary prominence, but most of them (in-
cluding - three deputies in the XIV Majlis—
1944-46—Shahab Ferdows, Parvin Gunabadi,
and Taggi Fedakar) have since been removed
from positions of prominence or actually dis-
missed from the party. - ‘

' As would be expected, a few of the founding

members seem to have dropped from sight,
presumably as their native abilities or ideolog-
fcal convictions proved inadequate for the de-
mands of leadership, but there is no evidence
that any of them were purged from the party.
Even after the establishment of the Tempo-
rary Executive Council in January 1947, no
reliable trained agents were expelled, and al-
though Iraj Eskandari was allegedly subjected
to disciplinary action he reappeared a year
later as a member of the Central Committee.
There is thus no basis for the fairly popular
belief that events and the passage of time have
altered the nature of the party—a belief fos-
tered by a recent statement of Abbas Eskan-
dari that the party, at first “composed of
patriotic young Iranians who felt the need for

a social revolution . . . unfortunately fell
under the influence of the Soviet Union -, . ..
- Although there are occasional reports from
the field of disagreements within the leader-
ship between a strongly pro-Soviet bloc.and a
less radical, more nationalistic group,*¢ the
Tudeh Party appears to have enjoyed.a. great--
er degree of internal harmony than most Com-
munist parties have experienced. ‘Although -
the intellectuals {n.the hierarchy with no di-
rect contact with the USS uding many
individuals who have been well liked and.re-
spected in Iranian public life—might be ex-_
pected to place Iranian interests above those
of the USSR, they have consistently been sub-
servient to Soyiet direction and have repeat-
edly neglected the chance to shift from oppor-
tunistic agitation to an attempt to push
through a specific program of social reforms.

* The same bellef is reflected In ‘& recent article
bya.trainedBrwshobserver-whowasin'rehm

" from- 1943 until 1947: *“There {5 no doubt that there

was then [in 1942], .and still 1s, & considerable
groupwlthlnthe('l‘udethart_:y’smpk.swhoselett-,
wing views are not tainted with any subservience to

- Boviet policy, though they have rarely been able to

exert much influence in its councils ;. .- As the
wardrewnearltsclwe...thenn&dansbegmto
look more closely at the Tudeh party as a possible
instrument of policy, {and] the more sincere ad-
vocates of reform, if they did not actually leave the
party, lost whatever influence they had over its
line of action.” . :

L. P. Elwell-Sutton, “Political Parties in Iran,”
Middle East Journal, January 1949, pp. 47-54,

*¢In the spring of 1947, prior to the arrival in
Iran of a WFTU delegation, Dr. Hosein Jodat, the
deputy Fedakar, and one Tabrizi appeared to be on
the point of attempting to form a more moderate
faction in the party, but the arrival of the WFTU
party made such a move impractical. On 28 April
1947 Fedakar was dismissed from the party. Later
reports of dissension center about Khalil Malekd,
who started the short-lived splinter organization,
the Tudeh Soclalist Party, in January 1948. During
the fall of 1947, Maleki reportedly forced a vote in )
the Central Committee on the question of Soviet
direction of the party and there are -reports that
members of Maleki’s faction were meanwhile at-
tempting to gain promises of support from the gov-
ernmental Ministry of Labor. In July 1948 a Shiraz
newspaper stated that Maleki had taken a pro-Tito
stand in opposing the Central Committee’s policy
of cooperation with the USSR, although later, in
the spring of 1949, he turned up as one of the de-
fense lawyers in the Tudeh trials Before the Tehran
Military Tribunal.’ -
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" Nominally the head of the party is its secre-

tary-general-—a post held by Iraj Eskandari

from the founding of the party until 1946 and
since- then by Dr. Reza Radmanesh, until
March 1949 an engineering professor at the
University of Tehran. However, field reports
have suggested that liaison with thé USSR
and, in effect, over-all control of the party,
have been carried on through a secret section,
which probably includes Ehsan Tabari,
Ghazar Simonian, and Kambakhsh, and may
also include Rusta and Ovanessian.

" Material at hand suggests that the prin-
cipal liaison agent with the USSR, and thus
the key figure- in the Tudeh hierarchy, is
Kambakhsh, a member of a family closely re-
Jated to the deposed Qajar dynasty who stud-
fed aeronautical engineering in Moscow dur-
‘ing the 1920's, was incarcerated for Commu-
-nist activity in 1933, three years after his re-
turn to Iran as an instructor in the Iranian
Air Force, and helped organize the Tudeh
Party following his release from ‘prison in
1941.. Kambakhsh reportedly went to Mos-
cow via Czechoslovakia fn 1946, but is believed
to have returned to Iran in early 1948; fn De-
cember 1948, a deputy to the Majlis from
Mazanderan stated that at least twice in the
previous six months a Soviet plane had
brought in Kambakhsh and a Dr. Jahanshalu
-to confer with Tudeh leaders.

The pattern established with other Commu-
nist and Communist-front parties suggests
that in the event of a Soviet-supported inter-
nal upheaval, the overt leadership of - the
party—Dr. Radmanesh and his intellectual as-
sociates—would be used as a front during the
opening stages of the action but then would
be eliminated in favor of trained Soviet agents
who had been tested on the revolutionary. fir-
Ing lines and who would be less likely to have
any scruples about Sovietizing Iran. Indi-
viduals such as Rusta and Pishevari, who have
failed to carry out their assignments in the
past, would probably not be given major posts.
The leadership would probably be entrusted
to such men as' Kambakhsh, although in the
final stage control might well be taken over
by any of a number of obscure Iranian-born

Communist agents long resident-in’ Moscow,
o

including such elusive figures as Lahuti, Ka-
vian, and Sultanzadeh. : -

4. Organization.*

‘a. The Party Proper. =~~~ = ° - -
Communist organizational concepts have
been applied throughout the structure of the
Tudeh Party, the blueprint for which is con-
tained in Ovanessian’s short and largely the-
oretical book, Fundamentals of the Organiza-

- tion of a Party, which was first published in

the Tudeh newspaper Rahbar in 1946. Under
the standard Communist concepts of “democ-
racy” and “centralism,” which Ovanessian
stresses’ as' fundamentals of ‘organization to
be followed as though they were “holy laws,”
the national party organization is a hierarchy
on the Soviet model—riominally responsive to

- the will of the rank and file but in fact tightly

controlled from the top. - '

The basic organization in this structure is
the Annual Congress of the party, delegates
to which are elected, theoretically on the basis
of one for each three hundred party members,
by local conferences elected by ordinary party
members for the purpose.** . The Congress,
after. theoretically making the major policy
decisions for the.year, proceeds to name two
interim bodies, the Inspection Commission
and the more important Central-Committee,
which functions for the Congress while the
latter body is not in session. ,

The Central Committee, to which about
twenty members were named by the Congress
of May 1948, conducts plenary sessions about
once every three months, leaving the continu-
ous direction of policy to a five-man Political
Bureau or Politbureau, selected from its own
ranks. The Political Bureau, in turn, names
three of its members as a Secretariat, headed
by the party’s Secretary-General

In practice, as with the Communist parties
of the USSR and other countries, the top
leadership is self-perpetuating and virtually

* See Appendix B for a more detailed treatment.

** The size of the two “annual” Congresses held
thus far, 164 delegates for the first Congress which
met 1 August 1944 and 118 delegates for the meet-
ing of May 1948, do not furnish g reliable indication
6f actual Tudeh membership, ’
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. free to set its own policies. Judging by the

two Congresses held thus far, the party Con-

gress, which meets only at the call of the Cen-
tral Committee, is an occasion for oratory
Tather than decision-making and is expected

to ratify not only the party hierarchy’s deci-

. slons on policy but also the new slate of Cen-
“ tral committeemen named by the outgoing
group. Even the plenary sessions of the Cen-
tral Committee are sometimes held primarily
for the issuance of a policy statement rather
than for discussion, as when Dr. Radmanesh

in October 1948 delivered a long analysis of

the world situation before the Third Plenary
. Session of the Central Committee. Control is
centralized in the Political Bureau and in the
Secretariat, which performs the day-to-day
supervision. of all party agencies with the ex-
ception of the Inspection Commission. ,
An elaborate machinery.has been set up
under the Central Committee, Political Bu-
reau, and Secretariat to direct party activity
in the field. At the top of this administrative
hierarchy are a number of staff sections with
- broad functional responsibilities, the most im-
portant of them being the Publicity Section,
which is responsible for all aspects of agita-
tion and propaganda; the Organization Sec-
tion, which would appear to be charged with
selection, assignment, and promotion of party
functionaries; and the Defense and Security
Commission (sometimes referred to as the In-
telligence and Vengeance Committee), which

has the task of defending the party against

internal or external attacks. The Publicity
Section is a pa.rtlcula.rly vigorous agency of
the party, being responsible not only for the
publication of Tudeh newspapers, books, and
handbills but also for the maintenance of
party clubhouses, schools, and movie houses
and the preparation.of cell meeting materials.
The Defense and Security Commission, which
is apparently headed by the party Secretary-

General, Dr. Radmanesh, runs the party’s .

courts and is also probably responsible for the
other secret police establishments which the
party is known to maintain, including a
prison in' Tehran, an espionage organization,
strong-arm squads, and arsenals. In -addi-
tion to such major staff sections, other Qodies

have been set up to deal with special groups
in the population, including the Tudeh Youth
Organization, the Tudeh Women's Organiza
tion, a Peasants’ Commission, and & Minori-
ties Commission. It is probable that a8 Tribal
Commission also exists.” - . .

" Tudeh Party organization in the field s

“based.on the hauza, or cell, which contains

between four and sixty members normally.

There appear to be three types of such cells:

the guild or craft type, used to organize such
groups as chauffeurs and truckdrivers; the
factory type, used to organize all the workers
in a given plant; and the area type. There
may also be special cells for soldiers, peasants,

women, youth, and for. members of particu-
larly secret party activities. In places where
party membership is high, there is an inter-
mediate organization, comprising between
four and twenty-five hauza, known as a rabat.
These .essentially local organizations -are’
usually linked with national headquarters by
a serles of conferences and committees, on the
model of the countrywide -Annual Congress .
and the Central Committee, although'in cer-
tain areas only a skeleton intermediate organ-
ization may be in existence. Relations be-
tween the Secretariat and the party's local

units are supervised by the Tehran Provincial =

Organization Committee, which maintains
contacts with representative regional com-
mittees on behalf of the national headquar-
ters. :

b. The Central United Council of Trade
Urnions.

A major position in the Tudeh organiza-
tion is occupied, for all practical purposes, by
the nominally independent Central United
Council of Trade Unions (CUCTU), which was
organized in May 1943 by Rusta and other
Tudeh leaders, many of whom had been active

in the labor movement before Reza Shah

clamped down on unionism in 1928. The
CUCTU organization chart parallels that of
the Tudeh Party—including such agencies as
a Central Executive Committee, a Secretariat,
and an Inspection Commission—and a num-
ber of key individuals have held similar po-
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sitions in both organizations.*
1947, after both the CUCTU and the Iranian
Government had invited a delegation from the
World Federation of Trade Unions (WFTU)

to visit Iran,** Rusta was allegedly removed

-from his position as Secretary-General of the

CUCTU and a new Central Executive Com-
mittee “elected” by the government-directed
workers,butthisswitchhadnolastingm—
sults. Two of the thre¢ WFTU observers, &
Soviet reprwentaﬂve and a Lebanese Commu-
nist, censured the Iranian Government for ex-
isting labor conditions but made no comment
on, the CUCTU. . The British member of the
"WFTU delegation, however, reported that the
Tudeh Party and the COCTU were “one and
_the same party,” adding that “all those in the
trade union organjzation called it the Tudeh
union.” -

.In the ﬁeld, the CUCTU and the Tudeh
Party have worked closely together in both
_labor organization and political demonstra-
. tions, and in general their fortunes have risen

and fallen together. Originally set up in the

textile plants of Isfahan, the CUCTU grew
_ steadily in size as the war drew to a close,
'making particular progress along the Caspian
Sea ‘coast, in the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company’s
installations, and in the state railroad system.
" Under Qavam’s policy of cooperation with the
Tudeh Party, a comprehenswe labor law was
enacted by cabinet decree on 18 May 1946 and
. during the fall of the same year a Ministry of
Labor was established—into which the

" « Although the rosters of the Central Executive
Committee are not available, Rusta, Iraj Eskandari
and Samad Hakimi, all of the Tudeh Central Com-
mittee, were CUCTU delegates to the WFTU confer-
ence in October 1945, and it is known that other
members of the Tudeh Central Committee have also
~ served with the CUCTU.

*¢ The WFTU, at its Paris Gonference in Febru-
ary 1947, accepted the invitation, naming a three-
man committee consisting of the famous Lebanese
Communist leader, Mustafa Aris, as chalrman, Petr
A. Borisov, as Soviet representative, and Edgar
Phillips Harries, as British representative. The
committee left Paris toward the end of February
and went to Moscow, where it remained for some
time. It arrived in Tehran in May 1947.

In February

11

CUCTU promptly arranged to infiltrate Com-

munist advisors.*** At the height of its power,

the CUCTU boasted 186 affiliated unions and
approﬁmately 200,000 members. -

The CUCTU demonstrated its strength dur-
ing the summer of 1946, when its meirbers
seizedthelsfahanfactoriesindeﬁanceofa
government order for a forty-day arbitration
perlodandstagedashortbutviolentstﬂke
at the Abadan refineries while its demands
were being considered by a special commis-
sion at Tehran. However, its visions of tri-
umph were. short-lived. . After the Tudeh
members were dropped from the cabinet in
October, a new labor federation, the Central
Labor Syndicate, was established under Qa-
vam's party, and after the CUCTU had staged
anunsuccessfulgeneralstrlkeinTehmnm
November, the government closed down the -
labor clubs, afrested or. dismissed scores of
workers, and set about regaining control of

‘the Mazanderan factories which the workers

had seized. On 15 April 1947, while the
WFTU observers were still present, Rusta was

jailed on charges of embezzling one million
rials in union funds and of mdulg!.ng in vari- -
ous treasonable activities..

Since Rusta's arrest the CUCI‘U has been
in a decline, despite the failure of the govern-
ment-directed Central Labor Syndicate to at-
tract worker support. Rusta was released in
November 1947 on bail of one million rials
supplied by Tudeh leaders, but he has neither
been tried nor publicly active since then and
is believed to be in the USSR. He is prob-
ably still titular head of the CUCTTU, although
there are indications that Dr. Jodat or Mo-
nammad Boggerati of the Tudeh Central Com-

**¢ During October 1946, after the Iranian Gov-
ernment had asked the French Ministry of Labor to
supply three non-partisan French union leaders to
advise the Iranian Labor Ministry, Atighetchl of the’
CUCTU wrote Rusta from Paris stating that he had
quletly arranged to have two “comrades” (i.e. Com-
munists) named and hoped to be able to do the
same for the third position. The letter was later

seized by the Iranian police.

<
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mltteeoramannamedRa.sulzadehmaybein

active control.*

The CUCTU has been conmstently pro-So-
viet in the WFTU, to-the October 1945 meet-
ing of which it sent a delegation headed by
Iraj Eskandari when the government put
Rustd in jail and attempted to provide a dele-
gation of its own. The WFTU recognized the
CUCTU as the sole representative of Iranian
laborlnthesummerof 1946, and in June of
the following year censured the Iranian Gov-
ernment for “anti-democraﬁc" anti-union
practices.

c. Affiliated Organizatimw

"The Tudeh Party has been involved with a
number of other organizations, mduding sev-
eral gbortive regional groups similar to the
Democratic Party of Azerbaijan; the Irano-
Soviet Relations Society; the still active Re-

venge Party, organized in Azerbaijan in 1947;
and the Qoran Society, which was reportedly

set up, as a cover for illegal Tudeh activities

in the armed forces. Included among the or-

ganizations- which have been linked with the .

Tudeh Pa:ty are two more broadly based re-
form partles which ultimately fell apart as
the result of Tudeh penetration: the Anti-
Fascist Soclety, which was founded in 1942
by Mostafa Fateh, the highest ranking Ira-
nian official of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Com-
pany; and the Jangal Party, which re-ap-
peared during the winter of 1945 in Mazande-
ran and Gilan provinces under the leadership
of Esma'il Khan Jangali and was represented
in the XIV Majlis by Muzaffarzadeh, a deputy
from Rasht. The Anti-Fascist Society and
its newspaper Mardum soon fell under Tudeh
control, with the result that Fateh resigned
in October 1942. The Jangal Party fell apart
during the critical fall of 1946, with the larger
part of the membership uniting ‘with the
Tudeh Party.

The only splinter party to emerge from the

Tudeh ranks thus far is the Tudeh Socialist

* According to a CUCTU statement of 29 January
1948 the organization was headed by an Acting

Committee. The CUCTU failed to elect a Central -

Executive Committee {in May of that year, possibly
because Rusta's followers wished to avoid an inter-

nal struggle with a fa,ction headed by one Sayyid :

Bagher Emami.

'e
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Society, whlch was announced on 5 January
1948, by twelve moderately important Tudeh
leaders with the statement that they did not
oppose the Tudeh Party but wished to pro-

" mote their own slightly different views. This

group failed to get the trade union support it
sought and vanished within less than a
month. .

d.SovietCoopaationwiththePwrty

A great number of organizational contacts

exist between the Soviet agencies in Iran and-

. the Tudeh Party. Although the formal rela-
tionships involved cannot be precisely defined,

it appears that Soviet guidance is extended
to the party through the Embassy, and to a
lesser extent through the Soviet consulates
and satellite diplomatic establishments, while
the more practical types of Soviet support are
provided through appropriate Soviet commer-
cial and cultural organizations in Iran. The
assistance provided by such organizations is
considerable. The Soviet Hospital at Tehran .
has supplied the -party with newsprint;
Iransovtrans has supplied weapons and ve-
hicles, has transported individuals, and has
maintained courier services; Iranian-Soviet
Fisheries Company ** has used its boats to
smuggle individuals and weapons into Iran;
and VOKS and Tass have supplied prop-
aganda material. A number of Soviet or-
ganizations have supplied the party with fi-
nancial assistance, and there is even a report,
as yet unconfirmed, that the party receives
(via the Czechoslovakian Legation) a monthly
subsidy of 2,225,000 rials ($69,000) in cash or
easily disposable merchandise. In Tehran,
mohajirs have been supplied with second-
hand clothing to hawk in the street and have
received free meals at the Hotel Gilan-i-No
against ration cards issued by the Soviet Em-
bassy. Agents have been supplied for Tudeh
organizational work; for example, a Czecho-
slovakian Communist named Franz Jingar
has been active with the party at Isfahan,
while a Russian-born agent named Hushangi
was at one time the leader of organizational
activity at Nowshahr, on the. Caspian Sea.
Finally, after the party was suppressed early
in February 1949, the Soviets made available

** Sherkat-e-Shilat-e-Iran-va-Shuravi.
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the facilities of the Baku radio for long state-

ments by the Tudeh Central Committee and
the Tudeh Youth Organization proclaiming
their-intention to carry on the struggle.

5. - Size and Character of Membership.

- Because of the marked fluctuations which
have taken place in the Tudeh Party’s
strength and the-surreptitious quality it pos-
sessed even before its recent dissolution, it is
difficult to estimate with any accuracy the
number of supporters the party could muster
at any time.* - The party was clearly never a
true mass party; the best available estimates
place its 1945 strength at 69,000 rather than
at the 200,000 members (most of whom would
presumably be. also members of the Tudeh
Party) claimed by the CUCTU at the WFTIU
. meeting of that year. Despite the party’s re-
covery of ground following its near-collapse
in the winter of 1946-47, total Tudeh-CUCTU
active membership just prior to the outlawing
of the party in the spring of 1849 was prob-
. ably in the neighborhood of only 25,000, with

the hard core of fanatic Communists number-
ing somewhere between 100 and 5§00. Some
sixty percent of this membership consists of
factory and railroad workers, with the remain-
der scattered rather evenly through Iran’s
other social classes. The country’s predomi-
- nant peasant population accounts for only
about eight percent of the membership total.
Tehran probably contains about half of the
party’s members, other centers of party
strength being located at Abadan and Khor-
ramshahr, Isfahan, Mashhad, Qazvin, Ahvaz,
and Rasht.**

Although these estimates class the Tudeh
Party as a conspiratorial party rather than as
a full-grown popular movement, they repre-
sent—even in the party’s present shrunken
state—a notable potential strength at such
key points as the oilfields, the railroads, and
the  factories; and among the intellectual
classes. This strength is augmented by the
existence of various categories of secret mem-

—_—_—

* See Appendix C for discussion of membership
estimates.

*¢ There is probably also consxderable party
strength in Azerbaijan, although overt Tudeh-DPA
activities have been banned there ever since 1946.
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" bers or feuow”traveuers who -might be ex-

pected to assist the party openly in any new
test. . One group is exemplified: by. the two
high-ranking Ministry of the Interior officials
in Azerbaijan who suddenly emerged as DPA
members in 1945 and by the apparently séri-
ous, conservative Anglo-Iranian Oil Company

representative at an international:petroleum
conference who turned out fo be a member of
the Tudeh Party.. . Another group consists of
a number of intellectuals and soclally well-
placed opponents of the Pahlevi regime such
as Mohammad .Taggl Bahar, a poet-professor
who s known throughout Iran as the “King
of the Poets,” and Manuchehr and Iran Tey-
murtash, whose father was Minister of Court
under Reza Shah. . Both Manuchehr and hjs
sister are violently anti-court. ’

\

6. Capabilities of fhe Party.

Despite the fact that the Tudeh Parfy is
for the moment officially defunct, ‘with its
principal leaders either in prison or in hldmg .

it continues to repment a major factor in

Iran's political future. "As a consplratorial
body it already possesses both the.leadershlp
and the organization nequired to; :set.up a
quisling government under the pmtection of
Soviet arms. Moreover, although the Tudeh
leaders have thus far been frustrated in their
efforts to generate a . genuinely large—scale
popular following, they have succeeded in pro-
ducing the biggest, the most cohesive, and
the best organized of any of Iran’s political
parties; in a country where constitutional
government has just begun to emerge, theirs
is the only political organization which has
made any real headway in rousing the labor-
ing population from its political apathy.
There is little doubt that the party, under its
former name or a new one, will resume its
organization work at the earliest opportunity,
regardless of whether or not it i is restored to a
legal status.

The speed and extent of the Tudeh Party’s
revival will depend not only on the repressive
action taken against it but also on social and
economic conditions within Iran. So long as
genuine social and economic improvements
lag, the party’s internal reform program will
have an obvious appeal to all of the politically
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conscious classes except for the more well-to- .

do, while the party’s positive approach and
conspiratorial organization will. continue to

provide an attractive antidote to the sense of

frustration which pervades certain sections of
the Iranian population today. -These appeals,
which are.counter-balanced somewhat by the
individualism of ‘the Iranian and by the dis-
trust inspired. by the party’s obvious connec-
tions with the USSR, are not as yet strong in
the hinterland. It is doubtful that the party
will be able to wean the mafor tribes away
from their traditional loyalties * or that, in
- the short run, it will have any notable success

in stimulating. political consciousness among -
the peasants-who form the preponderant ele-.

. ment in-the Iranian population. Neverthe-

less, over the next few years the party may _

- well be able to build up considerably greater
strength in the towns, which constitute the
principal centers of power and control in Ifan.
. For the future, the Tudeh. Party appears
committed to tactics of upheaval, not only be-
cause of its Soviet connections but also be-

cause of the internal situation it faces. In.
view of the limited number of districts in

which the Tudeh organization would have
any real hope of commanding a majority and
“the tight control over electoral processes ex-
ercised' by Iran’s ruling class, it is. doubtful

that the party would be able to gain control-

of the government through peaceful means
in the foreseeable future. On the other hand,

* The only exceptions are such traditionally dis-
contented minority groups as the Kurds. Com-
munist agitation among the Kurds eppears to have
been carried out by Soviet agents directly, however,
rather than through the Tudeh organization.

’
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its potential at such key points as the oil re-
fineries, the state railroads, and the state-
owned factories makes it ideally situated for

"attempts either to intimidate the government -

through political strikes or to provide active

. assistance to0 the USSR. through demonstra- -
tions, riots, and sabotage. Tudeh plans for

participation in a Soviet-backed revolt (which
are probably already in existence) may well

~ contain provisions for breaking up the party --

to provide organizations suited to the ne- .
cessities of the moment. .The party leaders
might thus decide to replace the -Tudeh or-
ganization with regional separatist groups, as ]
they did in Azerbaijan in 1946, or might feel
it expedient to set up splinter.groups, ostensi-

bly free of the Communist stigma, in orderto

obtain wider popular suppott. .

Although the Tudeh Party would scarcely
attempt to galn power without the active col-
laboration of the USSR, in such & case the -

- Tudeh leadership would undoubtedly attempt
.at first to portray its relationship with the

Soviets as one of friendly cooperation rather
than subservience,; particularly in view of the
falling off in popular support which resulted
from overt dependence on the Soviets in Azer-
baijan in 1946. As the party’s control was
consolidated, however, a period of reshuffling

-would undoubtedly follow, in which the more

idealistic, fellow travelling element in the
hierarchy would be displaced and the Com-
munist character of the top leadership re-

 vealed. In time, other changes might take

place; control of the party might be assumed 7
by obscure Iranian Communists long resident
within the USSR. '
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APPENDIX A -
CONSTITUTION OF THE TUDEH PARTY OF IRAN®

Fundamental Aims of the Party. -

L. The Tudeh Party of Iran is a party of the o

classes who suffer oppression: the workers,
the peasants, the liberty-loving enlightened,
the tradespeople, and the craftsmen. '

2. The Tudeh Party of Iran stands for the
independence and integrity- .of Iran' and
struggles against any form of colonial policy
directed toward it. -

3. The Tudeh Party of Iran stands for -

. friendly cooperation with all liberty-loving
nations toward the attainment of the rights
of peoples and the maintenance of world

and for a truly democratic regime.

5. The Tudeh Party of Iran opposes such
remnants of the outworn economic regimes of
-earlier society as pastoral economy and
feudalism; it stands for a progressive economic
organization, based on the maintenance of
. benefits for the majority of the people of Iran.

——

¢ As contained In The Tudeh Party of Iran: What
Does it Say and What Does it Want? Tehran, no
.date, “with the sanction of the Publicity Committee
of the Tudeh Party.” :

4 The Tudeh Party of Iran stands for the °
establishment of government by the people &

The Program of the Party. : )
L. To struggle toward the establishment of
& democratic regime which shall .secure all
individual and social rights, such as the free-
doms of language, speech, writihg, ideas, and
assémbly. . ’ :
2. To struggle against dictatorial and des- -

potic regimes. ’

3. To bring to an end the wilful deeds of the

"police and other public servants against the

people. :

4. To set up a high court for trying trans-

gressors against the rights of the people. - -
5. To establish the independence of 'the

judiciary and to effect the legal separation of

the judiciary from the executive branch of the

government. - ' R

6. To eliminate all laws and regulations

_ which have been enacted to the harm of the

masses.

7, To revise the compulsory military service e

law in the interests of the masses.

8. To revise the electoral laws 5o as to guar-
antee freedom of voting and of choice for the
entire electorate.

9. To establish the complete social equality
of all individuals of the Iranian nation with-
out regard to race or religion and to grant

religious and educational freedom to the
minorities. '




ﬂm&@@w *ﬂ
) wop

0 ouT Teanes00Yy,

ToUUeYd COSTET] 10[BY ———am
fotmreys prermog v20vR vZOve YZ0YR vzave vzava | | vzave vznve vZOvR YZOve
0T I [ - [ I _ [ ]
SNOLLVZINVONO Lvavy ivavy
TYNOIDTY ¢
ANy Tys01 | ]
STZLLINNOD
TVIONIACHA 2 STONTHLINOD
L1ONLISN ‘RMOL
NOISSINOD
NOLLYZINYDHO
TVIONIAOYd
NVMHAL .
NOLLVZINYDHO
TVHINED ¥ ‘¥
84N0UD -
V038 HTHLO ALVIL8 NVINVYL )
NOLLVZINVOHO NOISSTITNOD an1o RORE00 | 1 [ nomsroroo NOESIFON00 | | NOmSDOT0D HINOX
SLNZANLE
ALAO08 AHOLOY4 SILLIUMONI | |8.NTMOM HIANL » QUIROVLL Ay TYENL 8LNYSYVId HIany
SNOLLYIHY - TVNOLLYN Y Y > e Y
‘LIIA08-ONYHI A Asgvend
NYINVRNY
~LAOD avaung TIONNOD ROBSDOT0D NOISZDTIOD
gy % NVIIVERTZY b1 ﬁ NOLLVIHOANI | | amsuagnan NoLLVOUDMNA | | TvidNVRLL q on..ou.-
ATUL,,
1 I — 1 HOI2D
NV!IVANIZY 4O NOLLOZS N LRoo NOLLOT® NOLLOZS
ALEVd JLLYHOOMEA NOLLYULSININGY 7 FENILIQ NOLLYZINYDUO xpnand STIONIOY
40 SINYNITY Jrataos v
— I [ ] A
(Hreq qopny, J0 7vq ] 1 N304
Teirmye oopeInwedi0) [ LYNHVId8Oa8 NOILOI3
SNOINN AAVYL KX et ] == FOINDNOD
40 AIoN0d SLLYININGD
TVHINZD [ avauna Tvourioa B ‘ 131408 p—
: AIUVd LEINAINOD
RYWRAL TLLLDTNOD TYHINID
SANOYUD AALVTILAZV NOISEDTNOO TLLLDOI0D TVHINID ~ Assvany
NOLLOZJSNI 1TIAOR
STIONIOY ALITTILYS-1TINOS

6t61 AUMVYNYFId — 8+ 61 AVW

NVYI 40 ALIVd HIAN1




 J

L .

APPENDIX S

MO ot S

ORGANIZATIONAL NOTES. it e b

4o -
e 4t E

TheorganizationoftheTudehPartylsrep—
mented graphically in the accompanying
chart. The data included in the. chart, as
well as the discussion of party organization
in the body of this estimate, are mainly based
on field reports and Ovanessian’s Fundamen-
tals of the Organization of a Party, which con-
tains many specific referénces to the Tudeh
Parly despite its. predominantly theoretical
" character. Notes to accompany the chart
foll@w . .

PR

o Cenfrcl Control Bodles.

a. Annualcongress T

"Theoretically, the hjghest council of ‘the
perty. Delegates chosen, on call of the Cen-
tral Committee, by regional conferences which
are also supposéd to draw up recommendations
for the program of the Congress. In effect,
a rally of party leaders for purposes of ratify-
ing decisions of thé Central Committee which,
along- with the Inspection Commission, the
Congress .nominally selects. First Congress
met 1 August 1944 with 164 delegates. Second
Congress met 1 May 1948 with 118 delegates.
(Each delegate theoretically represents 300
members.)

b. Central Committee.

An interim committee designated by the
Congress to carry on the latter’s functions
when it is not in session; in practice, the party’s
real policy-making body. The Central Com-
mittee’s membership (about ten in the first
Central Committee named by the 1944 Con-
gress, twenty in the Committee designated in
1948) is supposed -to include representatives
of each large district or province, but most of
the members are actually resident in Tehran.
Plenary sessions are held about once every
three months with the Tehran group meeting
about once a month. Party practice seems to
require that most of the major operational

fl)

)

sectionsordivislonsmthepartybedlrected
byamemberoftheCentra.lCommittee.

¥ . Potitloat Bursan (Politbwrm) o er” gy

‘A steering sub-committee of the Central
Committee, consisting of five key members,
which meets several times a week to exercise

'continuous_ control over party activities.

TG .rj

.
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The executlve or supervisory body of- 'the
party made up. of ‘three: members of. the Po-
litical Bureau and including the party’s-titu-
lar head, the seeretary-genem.l. ity

.e. Inspection Commission.-. YT R

--Az'semi-secret-body, :second - ln importa.nee
only to the Central Committee; which is. simi-
larly designated by.the Annual Congress: -Ap-
parently members of the two oommittees often
exchsnge, p’la.ces in ‘alternate elections. ; Con-
trols financial accourts; investigates the con-
duct of party:members, and ¢hecks the organ-
ization of party. agencies CLouee

f. Secret Section

The: haison body between the Secretanat
and agenmes of the USSR. . .- _

2. Operational Agencies.

a. Publicity Section.

One of the most important and perhaps the
most active unit in the party organization.
Charged with responsibility for all phases of
disseminating the. party’s message, following
the Communist concept of agitation (directed
at the general public) and propaganda (di-
rected toward party members). The section
is headed by Ahmad Qasemi, a prolific dialec-
tician, and has been highly successful in re-
cruiting talent from the student-intellectual
class. Major activities include: (1) Publica-
tion of the official party newspaper Mardom
at Tehran and several provincial papers at
such towns as Mashhad, Rasht, Tabriz, Isfa-

_§SEﬁT 17
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han, and Shiraz; (2) production of handbills,
leaflets, and a considerable number of books

through the official Sha'lavar Press, the Atesh

Press, and the Taban Press, which is used for-
CUCTU publications; (3) management of the _

Cinema Khorshid in Tehran and ‘other-movie -

houses specializing in Soviet films; (4) main-
tenance of party clubhouses;.(5) the running
of party schools; and (6) the procurement of
study materials and gpeakers tor looa.l pa.rty
meetings.

’ b Organization Section. .

: An 1mportant body accordxng to Tudeh
statements, although little is known about its
precise responsibilities. Probably charged with
personnel management, including establish-
yment of new organizations and the selection,
promotion, a.nd assignment of pa.rty tunction—
-dries; ™

c. Fimmcial Commlssion.

The party treasury-has had‘open accounts -

with the National Bank of Iran a.nd probably
-also administers secret funds. - _

~'d. Defense and Security Commissimz.

Apparently cha.rged with pa.rty police ju—
diciaJ, and mmtmy defense functions :

T e Admimstratwe Commzssum

Exact functions not known. May be an ad-
ministrative channel between various echelons
of the organization. Reportedly runs the In-
formation Bureau, which may be the distribu-
ting agency for the Publicity Section’s output.

f. Membership Council.
Passes on membership applications.
© g. Peasants’ Commission.
Has not appeared active but is probably de-

'signed to set-up a farm organization parallel
fotheCUCTU. -

h. Tribal Commission.

Existence of such a body is probable al-
though not established.

i. Minorities Commission.
Has worked most effectively with Armenians

v2% 4. Teacher -and Student Commission.

. The existence of such a commission is sug-
gestedbythe party’s success in the higher
institutions of education, although this field
maybeooveredbyanagencyotthel’ublicity
Section. -

"k-NmtionalFaetowOrgardzation.

. Little Xnown about this organlmtion. Prob—
ably an .agency for coordination of Tudeh
Party and CUCTU policy on such matters as
strikes and attitude toward factory owners.

e Irania.n- State Railways Central Orgaw
fzatfons- "9 iinToTTy

Probably parallel to National Fa.ctory Or—
ganization.

m. Tudeh Youth (Javan-i-Tudeh)

~Has shown considerable activity since 1947
CeIls oonta.ln 25-40 members. - Boys given in-
doctrination and. mﬂita.ry training girls less
speciﬁc mstructlon. :

.. Tudeh Women’s Organization (Tashkt—
lat-i-Zanan-i-Iran).

- Not particularly consplcuous for its actmty
Has agitated for political nghts and economic
freedom for women.

3. Locdl Orgumzahons.

Local organizations of the party consist of
the hauza (cell) of usually four to sixty mem-
bers, the rabat or grouping of four to twenty-
five hauza, and the town, district and provin-
cial conferences, each of which has a control
mechanism similar to that of the national
party. Contact between local parties and the
national party is maintained through the
Tehran Provincial Organization Commission.

N /
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1. Strength. oretically represented 300 members, making
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Estimates of the Tudeh Party’s strength
vary widely. The figures used in the body of
this paper—69,000 members for 1945 and 25,
000 for early 1949—represent the most reason-
able appraisal of the number of individuals
who would be willing to assert -their loyalty

to the party at the risk of incurring reprisals

by the government or. their employers. ~ The-

1945 figure has been obtained from the best
field analysis made at that time, that of the
US Military Attache in Tehran. The later
figure is based on the size of the annual Con-
gress of May 1948. Each of 118 delegates the-

a tentative total of 35,400 members. A great
number of delegates; however, probably repre-
seated groups of less than 800 members, and
though the party-appears to have grown be-

tween the spring of 1948 and early 1949, 8 to-. . .

tal of 25,000 members appéars to be the most
reasonable estimate of party strength at the
time it was outlawed. It is assumed that at
any given time:most:members.of-the CUCTU
were also members of the Tudeh Party, which
included, howeyer,; 8, .considerable .element
which would not.be eligible for CUCTU mem-
bership. -Other ‘avaflable figures on Tudeh
membership are listed below: = -

.
Va1

AR Igetairets A TN
Source or’Basis" 5~*

Annual Congress had 164 -delegates,-each theoretica.uy
representing 300 members. ' o

MA Tehran, R-89-45, “The Tudeh Political Pé.rty," 27

August 1945.

Statement of Iraj Eskandari, then Party Secretary-Gen-
eral, British report 5043, 21 February 1945.

Statement of intelligence officer of US Persian Gulf
Command, Washington Post, 5 March 1946.

H. R. Committee on Foreign Affairs, “National and In-
ternational Movements, III, Communism in the Near
East,” Washington, 1948.

Ebon, M., World Communism Today, New York, 1949,

CIA report, “Tudeh Parly,” 4 November 1948. Based
on calculation of 1,400 cells at 125 members each.

Annual Congress attended by 118 delegates, each theo-
retically representing 300 members. :

Estimated Membership Yea_:_'
. 49,200 1944
69,000 . 1945. ..
100,000 1945
(14,000 in Tehran)
40,000 ' 1946
(Tehran only)
250,000 (claimed)
50,000 (hard core)
75,000
p. 491.
175,000
35,400 1948
100-500 -

(Communists only)

OIR Report 4489, “World Strength of Communist Party
Organizations,” 1 October 1947.

'il;sx%a'r | C19
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2. Composition of Membership.
The Tudeh Party’s secretary-general in 1945

then stated (British Report 5043, 21 February . - |
1945) that 70 percent of the party consisted .

[ ST - S

R TI

. Occupational Graup
Labor

(Factory AIOC raﬂroad workers)
Transport workers .

(excluding raflroad men but including
. taxi, carriage, and truck drlvers, who are

largely mohajirs)
Peasant farmers -
Artisans -
©  .(Bagaar craftsmen, rug weavers, etc.)
Middle Class
(Shopkeepers govemment and private
clerwal employees—-—largely Armenian)
Army :
Professionals . -
- (Doctors, lawyers, engineers)
Intellectuals
(Teachers, jouma]ists, a.rtists)
Students

of workers, 20 percent of intellectuals, and 10
percent of peasants. The estimated composi-
tion of the party in early 1949, on the basis
of 25 000 members was as follows:

A

Percentage of
Estimated Number Party Memba'shtp

15,000 © 60,0
2,000 © - ' - 80
2,000 Y

- 2,500 100
2,500 - 10.0
B0 - 20
1000 4
200 8
200 8
25,000 100.0
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Zia-al-Din ALAMUTI ,

One of four brothers active in the Tudeh
movement, Zia-al-Din Alamuti has achieved
prominence primarily as an agitator among
peasants and laborers in the Caspian area.
Nothing is known of his career prior to 1941,
when he emerged (along with his brother Nur-
al-Din, a former president of the Iranian Civil
Courts) as one of the founders of the Tudeh
Party. Alamuti was elected to the Inspection
Commission in 1944 and was the Tudeh leader
at Chalus in late 1945. He has since been a
member of the Central Executive Committee
of CUCTU and the head of the Tudeh Pro-
vincial Councils for Mazanderan and Gilan,
and he is believed to have headed the Peasants
Organization of the parly. He may have been
re-named to the Tudeh Inspection Commission
in May 1948. Alamuti was an official of the
Iranian State Raflways up to 1949, when he
was arrested and tried along with other Tudeh
leaders before the Tehran Military Court. He
was senfenced, on 22 April, to three years in
prison. '
Ali Bozorg ALAVI

Alavi has been active in the party from the
start and is believed to have played an im-
portant role in direction of the Tudeh Youth
movement and the National Factory Organ-
ization despite his lack of prominence as
either a public speaker or agitator. Trained
in Germany as an engineer, Alavi later worked
for the German contractors building the
Trans-Iranian Railway and taught in the

¢ This appendix lists only the 26 individuals most
prominently identified with the Tudeh Party at
present and does not include data on secret agents
or leaders who have dropped out of sight. A more
complete listing, containing biographical informa-
tion on all known Tudeh leaders, will be found in a
forthco publication of the Department of
State, BI 3949, “Leaders and members of the Tudeh
Party and Yertain Iranians engaged in pro-Soviet
activities.”

SIGNIFICANT BIOGRAPHICAL DATA *

“German” Industrial School in Tehran. In
1937 as a member of Dr. Erani’s group, Alavi

_Was sent to'fail, where he learned Russian and

gained material for a book 6f prison reminis-
cences, and following his release in 1941 he
helped found the Tudeh Party. Alavi was
chosen to the Inspection Commission-in 1944

" and was named to the Central Committee in

1948. Alavi was one of those whose arrest
was called for following the attempted assas-
sination of the Shah in February 1949 and he
is now presumably in hiding. .

‘Ali AMIRKHTZT ' o

~ ‘Ali Amirkhizi ranks as one of the Tudeh
Party’s more effective organizers, particularly
in his native Azerbaifan, and hss consistently
been high in party circles. Born in Tabriz
about 1900, Amirkhizi speaks fluent French,
Russian, and Turkish and at one time was a
teacher in the Tabriz schools.. His revolu-
tionarycareerbeganundertheR&aShahre—
gime, when he was a member of the opposition
Mosavat (Equality) Party and served in prison
for alleged Communist activity. Amirkhiz
was one of the founders of the Tudeh Party in
1941 and was named to both the Central Com-
mittee and the Political Bureau at the second
party Congress in 1948. Amirkhizi was the
titular head of the party’s Azerbaijan organ-
ization in 1945, when the drive for autonomy
started, and was active in the DPA’s subse-
quent assumption of power there, although the
only office he held was that of a member of
the Tabriz Municipal Council. He was active
in fomenting disturbances in Mazanderan in
early 1946. More recently, Amirkhizi has
headed a number of organizing teams sent out
to the provinces, in addition to being a prolific
contributor to the Tudeh press. In May 1948
he secretly led such a group to Khuzistan and
in September of the same year he headed a five-
man delegation sent to Mashhad and other
parts of Khorasan. In November 1948 he at-

S*&RE.‘I‘ 21
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i : CONTIRUITY OF*LEADERSHIP (N THE TUDEH PARTY
x . .
A SE ET.
PARTACIPATION |K JOP PARTY ACTIYITIES PRESENT STATHS)

198142 . 1948 1947 -~ 1958° 1919
KAKE OF LEADER KRR WERBER HEREER CouviICTEo
FoveDine crove | (1earoction) Gearive | garea P

ORI TTEE coonCiL Cot TTEE couRY

'Alf Bororg Alavi T —— S—— e

Mﬁ-nm Aiuuti )
" ‘Z{e-a1-Din Alemut{
TALf Amirkhisl
Abol Qesem Aseadt
T4t Mohsamed Bogerat{ ‘

 Ires Eekendart. -
| Wobammad *AL{ Faridt
T2 parvont
' © Mbmad Tetahaat
i Hogefn Jehani _
. Abdes-Semed Keabekhah . -

=1 Tegl uakinezhad

RO . ' . Ardashir mlﬂ-ol;il‘n:
. "._J-'tu- Piehevari-
. Dr. Roza Radmanesh
Rasulf

Rokn{

Reza Rusta
Ehsan ‘rabari :
Hohammad Yazdf
Dr. !’erid'un x'ea;mvar:
Parvin Gunabadi
Dr. Gholem Hosei{n Jodat
Dr. Rur-al-Din Khisnuri
Abmad Qésomt
| Khalil welekt
Dr. (ﬁ;olaa Bosein Furutan

Gholam ‘Ali Babazadeh

Samad Hakim{
Sharming
Mohammad *Al§(?) Sharifi
Key: I - Ynspection Commiesion P - Political Burcau SE ,E T
S - Secretariat L, G - Secretary General .
A - Convicted in sbsentia; still at large N
*Membership of Inspection ssion named in 1948 not known. Chart contains

names of all members of other§party orgeans named. Membership totals are:
Central Committee (1944} 11; Inspection Commission (1944) 9; Temporary
RBxecutive Council (1947) 7; Centrel Coomittee (1948) 20.
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tempted to reconstitute the Tudeh Party in -
Tabriz but was forced to leave by the police.
His present whereabouts are unknown.. On.
18 May 1949 he was sentenced to death, in-
absentia, by the Tehran mmtary tribunal.

Gholam ‘All BABAZADEH

mttlelsknownaboutBabamdehmeptthat
hewasnamedtothepartyGentralCommitbee
in 1948 and is presently unaccounted for in the
roundup of Tudeh leaders begun in February
1949. He was a speaker at the first confer-
ence of the Rallway Workers*Union in the fall
of 1946. . .
Dr. MohammadBAERAMI
-, Dr. Ba.hraml, a Germantra!ned medical

man who was director of the Health Organ-
ization of the Iranian State Rallways as late
es June 1948, is one of the most prominent
intellectuals in the party. .A member of the
Erani group imprisoned after his return from
Germany, and a founder of the Tudeh Party,
Bahrami shares with Dr. Radmanesh, the
party’s titu]ar hedd, the unique distinction of
having been named to the party Secretariat
in both 1944 and 1948. Despite Dr. Bahrami's
high position in the party, his role appears to
be that of a policy-maker rather than that of
an organizer, since there is no evidence of his
participatxon in party activities in the field.

Mohammad BOQERATI

Little is known of Boqgerati, who reportedly
took over the leadership of the CUCTU follow-
ing Reza Rusta's arrest in April 1947, except
that he is another veteran of Dr. Erani’s circle
and of the Tudeh founding group and was
named to the Central Committee in both 1944
and 1948. Bogerati was cited in April 1945
for his leadership in Isfahan, suggesting that
he may have been the party’s original organ-
fzer there. :

Abbas ESKANDARI

A skilled debater of attractive personahty
long prominent in Iranian public life, Abbas
Eskandari must be reckoned as one of the
Tudeh Party circle despite his announced res-
ignation from the party and his subsequent
career as a nominally independent deputy in
the Majlis. The elder brother of the-Tudeh

.. R U
T

~.~forced residence in Tehran. He was listed as

Party’s first secretary-general, Eskandari, was
born about 1900 into a branch of the now de-

posed Qajar dynasty, and despite early success

- as an official spent the years of the Reza Shah

Pahlevi regime in exile, in prison, or in en-’

a Soviet agent as early as 1927. Although
Eskandari states that (after helping found -
the party and after editing the first Tudeh
newspaper, Siasat, during 1942) he resigned
from the party in 1943, he has since continued
to further party interests. In1946hewasap-
pointed mayor of Tehran as the result of a -
bargain between Prime Minister Qavam and
the Tudeh group, and though Qavam later

‘helped him win election to the Maflis from

Hamadan, Eskandari voted egainst Qavam on
a vote of confidence and has consistently op-

posed every succeeding government. He has
‘been particularly outspoken against the Brit-

ish in advocating return of Bahrein to Iran
and the cancellation of the ATOC concession.
In December 1948 Eskandari informed the US
Embassy that he would welcome US economic
aid for Iran, but there is no more tangible
evidence that any change in his pro-Soviet
attitude has taken place. In February 1949

- Eskandari was granted a three-months leave

of absence from the Mafjlis and is now pre-.
sumably in Europe. '

Iraj ESKANDARI
Although now resident in Paris, Iraj Eskan-

* dari, the Tudeh Party’s first secretary-general,

continues to be a major figure in the party.
A member of one branch of the deposed Qajar
line born about 1905, Eskandari studied law
in France and then went into practice in
Tehran. There he became a member of the
Erani group and was imprisoned with the
others in 1937. Eskandari was one of the
original members of the Tudeh group, along
with his brother Abbas and his uncle Soleyman
Eskandari (who would have headed the or-
ganization but for his premature death) and
in 1944 was named secretary-general as well
as editor of the Tudeh paper Rahbar. In the
previous year he had been elected to the XIV
Majlis from Sari. -He headed the 1945 CUCTU
delegation o the 1945 WETU meetings and was
appointed Minister of Commerce and Industry

®
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in 1946 as part of Qavam's deal with the
Tudeh group. Following the party's reverses
during 1946, Eskandari went into a temporary
decline; he was not named to the Temporary
Executive Council set up in early 1947 and was
dropped ‘from Rahbar. Nevertheless, he was
- renamed to the Central Committee:(and the

Political Bureau) in 1948 and -he was one of
the -Tudeh leaders wanted by the police in
their roundup of February 1949. In Paris he
has allegedly been active among Iranian exiles
and is said to have been planning to set up &
French dress.shop in Tehran as a cover for

Communist activity. On 18 May 1849’ he'was

sentenced to death, in absentia, by the Tehran
Dr. Gholam Hosein FURUTAN (or FURUTAN-
A professor of biology at the Universily
of Tehran, Dr. Furutan was named to the
Temporary Executive’ Council of the Tudeh
Party in January 1947 and fo the Central
Committee in the following year and has been
active in the party’s Publicity Section. "In
February 1949 Dr. Furutan fafled fo heed
orders to appear with other Tudeh leaders
before the Tehran Military Court and in the
following month was dismissed from his
at the university. = - .

Mohammad Parvin GUNABADI

Gunabadi is a leading Tudeh figure in Khor-
asan, where he was born about 1900 of a
family long noted for friendship with the
British. A onetime teacher of Persian litera-
ture at Mashhad despite a poor education,
Gunabadi was named to the Tudeh Central
Committee in 1944 and during the same pe-
riod was a member of the editorial board of
Rahbar, editor of the Tudeh paper in Khor-
asan, and (for a time) head of the party’'s
Publicity Section. Gunabadi was an unsuc-
cessful candidate for a seat in the XIV Majlis
from Mashhad in 1943-44 but was later elected
from Sabzevar. His present activities are un-
known. '

Samad HAKTMI

Little information is available about Hakimi,
a “driving instructor” and onetime member of
the Tudeh committee at Pol-e-Safid who was

members of the Tudeh hierarchy.

RET ~ 23

elected to the party’s national Central Com-
mittee in 1948. Arrested in 1949, he was one
of two Tudeh defendants acquitted by the
Tehran Military Court on 22 April )

Dr. Hoseln JODAT

- Dr. Jodat, & professor of physics at the Uni-
versity of Tehran's Engineering College until
his arrest in 1949, is one of the more active
‘ Born about
1900 in Azerbaijan, Jodat -was not one of the
original members of the Tudeh leadership,
although he was associated with the pro-Soviet
However, he was elected to the Tudeh Central
Committee in 1944 and reelected in 1948 and
he played & prominent role in.the Azerbalfan
regime as ‘editor of the Ardabfl newspaper
Jodat, as deputy and parliamentary commit-
teeman in the autonomous parliament, and as
Minister of Arts and Sclences in the Azerbaljan

. Cabinet. -Jodat was a member of the COCTU’s

Central Executive Committee (as well as of
the official Supreme Labor Coundil) in 1947
and is one of those reported fo have taken
Rusta’s place as head of the CUCTU. He was
active in the Tudeh Youth organization during
1948. One of those tried before the Tehran
Military Court in early 1949, Jodat was sen-
tenced to five years in prison. -

'Abd es-Samad KAMBAKHSH

Kambakhsh, who is reportedly a member of
the all-important Secret Committee and pos-
sibly the real leader of the Tudeh Party, has
a long history of pro-Soviet activity. Born be-
tween 1902 and 1907 into a family related to
the deposed Qajar line of shahs, he attended
the Soviet School in Tehran and studied aero-
nautical subjects in Moscow before joining
the Iranian Air Force as a pilot instructor in
1929. In 1933 he was arrested for Communist
activity and remained in prison until 1941,
when he became one of the founders of the
Tudeh Party. Kambakhsh was named to the
Tudeh Central Committee in 1944 and, after
his election to the Majlis from Qazvin during
the same year, was an active member of the
Tudeh bloc. He went to the USSR at the time
of the collapse of the Azerbaijan regime in 1946
but is believed to have returned in 1948, when
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he was again elected to the ‘Central Commit-

tee. .. Since then he is believed: to: have oper-
ated from the USSR, although he:may be in
Paris at present.: He was one :of'the' Tudeh
leaders wanted by the police following the at-
‘tempted assassination of thé-Shah'in‘eaily

1649 and,on. 18: May was sentenced .to. death, '

in absentia;by the Tehran mnta.tyCourt
Dr. ‘Feridun KESHAVARZ |- R %

. .p..‘.,

Bom about1907 thesonptoneoftheﬁrst
menelectedtotheMajl!s,Dr Keshavarz is a
specialist in children’s diseases who received
professional - tra.ining and experience in Paris

before hecoming - professor. of ;hygiene at the

University of Tehran during the middle 1930’s.
4noutstanding speaker, Dr.-Keshavarz joined
the Tudeh Party soon after.it wasfounded, was
elected as & ‘Tudeh deputy from;Pahlevi in
1943, 'and ;was named .to._the: Central Com-
mitteejin, 1944, to the Temporary. Executive
Council -fn 1947, and to the revived Central
‘Committee- in 1948.°. He- was_editor-of . the
Tudeh: paper Razm from-1944 “through 1948
and briefly ‘held the Ministry. of. Education
under-Qavam in:1946. .. Dr. Keshavarz evaded

-arrest by ‘the..police .in the February. 1949

roundup and in March 1949 was expelled from
the University. He is rumored to have taken
refuge in the Soviet Embassy. - On 18 May he
was sentenced fo death, in absentza, by the
Tehran Military Court. -

Nur-al-din KEIANURI .

A senior lecturer on building and construc-
tion and fine arts at the University of Tehran's
College of Fine Arts until his arrest in Febru-
ary 1949, Khianuri has been active in the

Tudeh Party since 1944. He was elected to

the Inspection Commission in 1944 and to the
Central Committee in 1948 and ran unsuccess-
fully for.the XV Majlis in 1947. . He was editor
of the CUCTU’s newspaper: Beshar during
1948. Khianuri was sentenced on 22 Apnl
1949 to ten years in pnson. , :

KhathALEKI

Khalil Maleki, who led the short-lived Tudeh
Socialist Society in 1948, returned to the po-
litical scene in 1949, when, after signing a pub-
lished .open :letter congratulating the Shah

,Abdolnosemuvsnm

on-his escape from death, he appeared as one
of the defense lawyers in the Tudeh trials.

‘Born in 1905 and educated -in Berlin, Maleki

was "8 closé .friend of Dr. Erani and was im-
prisoned.in 1937 as one of “the §3.” ' He was
named to ‘the Tudeh Inspection Commission
in"19844 and to the Temporary Executive Coun-:
‘cilin 1947, and served under Keshavarz in the
Iranian Ministry of Education in 1946. A
frequent contributor to the party press, Maleki
hds. been .noted “in Tudeh circles for his

thoroughgmundinginMarxlsttheory

Playwrlght director, a.ctor muslcian, and
translator, Nushin is one of the most notable
figures in the Tudeh group, of which he was
one of the original members. Nushin hasbeen
active in the party leadership throughout its
history, having been named member (and pos-

~ sibly’ cha!rma.n) ‘of the Inspection Commission
in 1944, 2 member of the Temporary Executive

Council in’ 1947, and a member of the Central

‘Committee in 1948. Nushin helped set up the

Irano-Soviet Relations Soclety in 1943 and in
1946 did. organizing work at Mashhad while
his Armenian wife. Loretta acted as an an-
nourcer for the Azerbaijan regime’s radio sta-
tion at Tabriz. Nushin is the founder of the

Ferdowsl Theater in Tehran, the most popular

and modern in the city, which has specialized
in the production in translation of European
plays critical of the upper classes. Early in
1948 the theater was closed by the government
and -Nushin himself arrested and later sen-
tenced to three years in prison.

Ardeshir (originally Ardashes) OVANESSIAN

Veteran agitator, author of the treatise on

Tudeh Party organization, and one of the out-

standing Soviet-trained leaders in the party,
Ovanessian was born between 1905 and 1910
at Rasht, the son of a poor carriage driver of
Armenian extraction. Educated at Tabriz,
Ovanessian allegedly attended the Young Com-
munist School at Moscow and then went to
France before refurning to Iran in 1933. He
knows Persian, Armenian, Turki, and Russian.
Ovanessian was arrested in 1934 as a member
of the Communist underground in Iran and
was exiled to the island of Qeshm in the Per-
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sian Gulf until the general release of politicai‘

prisoners in 1941. A founding member of the
Tudeh Party, Ovanessian was elected to the
XIV Majlis as an Armenian representative in’
1944 and in the same year was-named to the
e¢h Central Committee. In August 1945he
organized ‘a peasant rebellion in Azerbaljan:
and later, after the Tehran police had found
documents implicating him in a plot against
the government, abandoned his position in the
Majlis, fled to Rasht, and eventually became
Director General.of Propaganda for the Azer-
baijan regime. When the Azerbaifan regime
collapsed he fled with Pishevari to the USSR,
and although he is believed to have returned
to Iran in May 1947, he is probably in the
USSR at the present, allegedly working with
the Tudeh Secret Committee on liaison with
the Soviets. He has been wanted by the Ira-
nian police ever since the roundup of Tudeh
leaders in 1949 began and on 18 May was sen-
tenced to death, in absentia, by the Tehran
Ja'far PISHEVARI
Ja'far Pishevari, head of the short-lived
Azerbaijan Government and now allegedly
- leader of “Free Azerbaijan” elements in the
USSR, has had a long and distinguished career
_ as a revolutionary. By his own account, he
was born in the Khalkhal district of Azerbaijan
in 1893, where he supported himself from the
age of twelve and was a voracious reader until
his entry into active political life at the age of
twenty. Editor of a paper called Horriyal
(Liberty) during -the war years, Pishevari
claims to have “had an active part in the
liberation of the peoples of Russia” and was
undoubtedly engaged in various Communist
activities of the period. When the Jangal
separatist movement arose in Gilan during
1920-21, Pishevari became an active writer and
speaker, and he states that he was active in
a number of other groups, including a union
of 7,000 workers in Tehran, following the Jan-
gal movement's suppression. Forced to change
his group’s headquarters five times (and finally
to print his propaganda in Europe) after the
advent of Reza Shah, Pishevari and his com-
rades were finally, in 1930, sent to prison,
where they languished alone until the arrival

/.
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of the Erani group enabled them to spreag
the gospel of revolution. Freed along with the
others in 1941, Pishevari was a member of the
founding nucleus of the Tudeh Party, although
he turned to publication of the “independent”
paper 4jir and avolded open contact with the
party until 1844, when (after .turning -down
one Tudeh offer) heagreed fo run for the XIV
Majlis as the party’s candidate from Tabriz.

Pishevari was elected but his credentials were

subsequently invelidated by the Maflis, and
he then turned to organization of the DPA in
Tabriz. " He held the post of Prime Minister
in the Azerbalijan National Government from

its creation until June 1946, when a tentative ~ -

agreement was reached between his regime
and the Iranian Government. He thereafter
confined himself to de facto control of the gov-
ernment and armed- forces in ‘' Azerbaijan,
through his role as DPA secretary-general,
until the collapse of the regime in December
1946 forced him to flee to Baku in the USSR.
According to an unconfirmed report by the
Iranian Consul in Baku in 1947, Pishevari was
subsequently killed in an automobile accident,
but as late as August 1948 the “Free Azerbal-
jan” radio in the USSR was referring to him
as prime minister of the “Free Azerbaijan Gov-
ernment.” :

Ahmad QASEMI

Head of the Tudeh Party’s Publicity Section,
the journalist Ahmad Qasemi has been one
of the most prolific writers in the Tudeh camp.
He first appeared in 1944 as & member of the
Inspection Commission. During 1945 he was
active in the Gorgan area, where he worked
with the abortive officers’ revolt at Mashhad.
He was named to the Central Committee in
1948 and was also a member of the Adminis-
trative Section and the Financial Commission.
Arrested with other Tudeh leaders in early
1949, Qasemi was sentenced on 22 April to ten
years imprisonment. ' :

Dr. Reza RADMANESH

Dr. Reza Radmanesh, secretary-general of
the Tudeh Party since 1948, is a scientist
trained in Germany and France who held the
chair of electricity measurements in the Uni-
versity .of Tehran's College of Engineering
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from 1942 until his dismissal in-March 1949. -
He was born in 1906 in Lahijan (Mazanderan
_ province). -Dr. Radmanesh, who may have
met Dr. Erani in Germany, was imprisoned as
a'member of the Erani group in 1937 and was
subsequently one of the principal-founders of
the Tudeh Party. ; ‘He-was named to the Cen-
tral Committee in 1944 (in which year he also
won a'seat in the XIV. Majlis as a Tudeh dep-
uty from Lahijan), to the Temporary Execu-
tive Council in 1947, and to the ‘party’s.top
post-ih 1948.- He was editor of the official Tu-
deh paper, Mardom, in 194748 and in the lat-
ter year was also active in the CUCTT, as well
as personally heading both the Tudeh Youth
Organization and- the Defepse:and. Security
Commission- within -the Tudeh organization.
Dr. Radmanesh disappeared following the at-
tack on the Shah in February 1949 and was ru-
mored to have taken refuge in the Soviet Em-
bassy... On 18 May he was sentenced to death,
tn absentia; by the Tehran Military Court. .
Reza RUSTA . - s s
""Reza Rusta, the Tudeh Party’s leading trade
union organizer, has a long record as an agi-
tator. - According to his own ‘statements, he
was born into a peasant family in a village
near Rasht in 1902 and was aided by the
servant of the landlord in carrying his educa-
tion up through the College of Agriculture at
Rasht before he became politically active in
1920. Rusta claims to have organized the
first peasants’ union in Gilan province in
1922-23, was engaged in organizing Tehran
- workers in 1927, and later did union work in
Isfahan, Kerman, and Bandar Abbas before
Reza Shah’s police caught up with him in
1931. Rusta spent the following ten years in
prison or exile on one charge or another (in-
cluding one for espionage), emerging from
prison in 1941 to become one of the Tudeh
Party founders and, by his own account, “the
first to begin organizational activity.” Rusta
was the prime mover in the union organizing
which led to the creation of the CUCTU on 1
May 1943; thereupon, he was elected secre-
tary-general of the new organization and his
newspaper Zafar was made its official organ.
He was named to the Inspection Commission

of the Tudeh Party in 1945 and named to the
Council of the WFTU in 1945 despite his brief
imprisonment by .the Tehran authorities to
prevent his attending the WFTU meetings at
Paris. -Rusta’s cdreer was .checked in: April
1947, when he was arrested-on charges of in-
citing revolution, émbezzling one million rials
in union funds, and committing other offenses.
He remained in jail until November, when he
was released on bdil furnished by Dr. Kesha-
varz. He has since dropped from sight, al-
though he was named to the Tudeh Central
Committee in 1948, and {t is reported that he
went. to Paris and then {o the USSR. -Rusta
is.described .as ‘hard-working, ruthless, and
given to Marxist cliches:. ; His wife'is reputed
to be a Soviet agent. "On 18 May 1949 he was
sentenced to death, in absentia, by the Tehran

" Sharmini, who was the head of the Tudeh
Youth Organization in October 1948, is known
to be an engineer and to have been elected to
the Central Committee in 1948. Other infor-
mation s lacking, however, even his full name

being unknown.
Ghazar SIMONIAN

- Ghazar Simonian, who is reportedly a mém-
ber of the key Secret Committee of the Tudeh

" Party, was born at Tehran about 1908 of an

Armenian family. After studying in the-
American College of Tehran, he taught in the
Soviet School at Tehran and also engaged in
political activity which resulted in his spend-
ing some seven years in jail. He knows Arme-
nian, Persian, Russian, French, German, and
English. After joining the Tudeh Party (in
1942?) he ran unsuccessfully for the XIVth
Majlis as representative of the southern Ar-
menian communities of Iran, thereupon be-

- coming a translator for the Journal de Tehran

and a contributor to the Tudeh press. He
was also active in the Central United Council
of Trade Unions and is believed to have been
a member of its Central Executive Committee.
In 1948 he was employed by the Czech Lega- -
tion at Tehran as Iranian advisor and chief

translator. . .

-SECA‘]T




_' | | o

Ehsan (Dehgan) TABARI

Said to be the youngest of the Tudeh lead-
ers, Tabari was a founding member of the
party and was named to the Central Com-
mittee in 1944 and to the Temporary Execu-
tive Council in 1947; in 1948 he achieved the
distinction of being made & member of the
Secretariat. Tabari headed the stillborn So-
ciety of Tabarestan in 1946 and has served as
editor of Rahbar and Mardom. He speaks

Russian and has a wife who was employed by

Tass in Tehran. Following the attack on the
Shah in February 1949 Tabari disappeared.
It was rumored that he was in hiding in the
Soviet Embassy, Tehran. On 18 May he was

e
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sentenced to death, in absentia, by the Tehran
Military Court.

Dr. Mortaza YAZDI

Dr. Yazdi, a brilliant German-trained physi-
cian, born about 1898, who founded the Teh-
ran orphanage, has been active in Tudeh cir-
cles ever since he joined the Erani group in the
1930’s, having been named to the Inspection
Committee (1944), to the Temporary Execu-
tive Council (1947), and to the Political Bu-
reau (1948). In August 1946, as one of three
Tudeh leaders given office by Qavam, he was
briefly Minister of Health. Following the at-
tack on the Shah in 1949 he was arrested and
on 22 April was sentenced by the Tehran Mili-
tary Court to five years in prison..
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