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CHILE P ————

Ml|itary Pressure for Pollcy Changes

: Pm“nt Pinochet's decision to an-

nounce an eventual retura (o civilian
rule marks 20 extraordinary personal
concession te critics of Chiie’s hard-line
wiitary regime. Perhaps more impor-
“tent, #t refiects ' widespread

from within . the armed

forcen—Pinachet's principal nource of

power—for n shift In mational policy,

Plans te eass reprossion are decigned in

large part tw elickt a favorshle reaction

from the US.

Junta members have repestedly urged
the President to establish a timetable for
transition to civilian rule. The influential
Coundil of Army Generals recently played
& key role in convincing Pinochet that o
mave loward po'itical normalization was
imperbtive,

top naval officers bellove the
President's actlon’ in the result of his
fuilure’ to win junta approval for his
proposain Lo incrense presidential pawars,

Pinochet withdrew  hia
proposals and outlined his plan for a
phmq tramsition of power culnqlmlu;

In Wimited popular elections by 1985,
Army generals recommended in June
that Pinochet approve a scries of

wide-ranging policy changes. Their

motive is rooted in a strong desire for
Chile to improve relations with the US. In
alt probability, Chile’s diplomatic os-
teacism and the ettendsnt difficulty in
procuring arms have convinced armed
roml tendors that internal policles must

be sltered If Chile is to repulr {u dismal
image abroad.

The generals belicve that the
recent mecting of the Organization of
American States in Grenada amply
demonstrated that a new power balance
that favors those nations closely aligned
with the US Is developing in Latin
America. There is consequent unease
among Chileans that opponents of its
human rights practices—such as the US,
Moexico, and Vonezuela—wiit use their in-
fiuence to perauade ather Latin Amerloan
governments 1o loosen tlea with Chile,
The Chliean gavernment's close sup.
parters have been countries of the same
political atripe in the southern cone.

{

Pinochet evidently has been bombarded
with studies recommending » relaxation
of the government's emergency powers
and improvement in relations with the
US. He spproved a recent
Forcign Ministry recommendation that
Chile seek 10 negotiate its problems with
the US. In addition, Chilean diplomats
nre now suggesting that apecific monsures,
auch as reducing the state-of-siege, will be
forthcoming. Further aanouncements
could be timed to coincide with the junta’s
fourth anniversary on September 11,

the President has
ordered a drastic overhaul of the con-
troversial National {ntelligence Direc-
torate, the secret police organization
responsible for most human rights
violations. DINA's arrest powers are (0
be tramferred Lo the regular police, and a
roorganized and rensmed unit will con-
contrate solely on gathering political in-
telligence, These changes might be made
before September 1.

Full restoration of the open democratic
society traditionally enjoyed by Chileans
i still 0 tong way off, Nevertheless, if the
government foliows through on its recent
proposed actions, the most blatant aspects
of repression would be eased. Pinochet
clearly expects the US to react positively
to these gestures.




