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he national referendum last week was a olear per-
»y for President Pinoohet that ezoeeded his oun ex-

biato
paotatkona;!rha’turnout was exceptionally heavy-~-about 5.4 mil-

 i'Z¢on of almost 6 million eligtidble voters, with 75 percent fa-
;g=porinb,thc~govornhpnq'e rejection of [the UN resolution censur-
" l¢ng Chile for human rights violattons.// | . '
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b Z'mno evidence that the ,government em-

iployed fraud in the: ebiscite. The government position wasn
irjcarefully w
.\chileans; Pinochet thereby agsured himself of an overwhelming

f,pdvanthge aqainsq those groups that urged a negative vote.//

orded to appeal to the strong nationalism of the
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‘//P!nuchet's victory will consolidate his support
within the military, particularly the army, where doubt about
:his judgment and leadership was beginning to spread and will
.reaffiym his preeminent position in the junta. As a result, he
will have afreer hand in many areas.// i

5 N i//Piﬁbchet will not hesitate to point to the ref-

erendum results as evidence of his govermment's legitimacy and

of hisl own political astuteness. He has remarked that there
will be no more elections orivoting for a decade and evidently

:intends to act as though he now has a mandate for the slow
:transition to civ;;iqn rule phat hgxoutltnqd last July.//
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‘//His. remarks un!preside&tial and congressional

ave been inconsistent, however, iand he may show some
s point.. The Chileans, having been allowed to
{are now likely to be more strident in de-
itical participation.//: - |
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i'has public
'Igof:a#splitiin}thQ*juntaﬁ he’
i 'Pinochet is becoming a|power=nungry dictator. Lelgh also al-
‘1 "leged ' that ;the: CIA!is backing hard-1iners 'in:hopes of toppling
ﬁthev?tesiﬂenté// EE N N TR B RN b
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will, however, weed out dissenters
me He has aanUnced}h14 intention to reor=
roraign: Ministry, in which a numbher of officials-~

}1ﬁc1udlngﬁ ;e?roreign'uiniqter,-Admiral_Ca vajal-~had p;otested
,'v;ﬁheﬁqallafof‘the%reﬁeréndum, The two junta members who opposed
wthe:vcte-ﬁkir;rotce'chieffLeigh_and>navy;g ief Merino--may be

‘toistep aside./fitiini i 0 L . .
|//veigh j'iélsvtill eniping, at,Pidochet, Althotgh he
y. reaffirme :his loyalty and brished off suggestions
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» //Leigh's motives are &ar from|clear, but his

7s£atemen s=-almost certain to jeak~~-will make his position even

‘more untenible. Leigh may be trying to pro oke Pinochet:into re-
‘moving him, |perhaps on |the &ssumption that|such a step would

. . “catalyze opposition withinthe armed services and lead to
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;Pinochet'a;ﬁemoval.// o l ‘ o
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i ! ‘7/Pinochet ihas stressed that his government will
inow adop ‘more aggressive foreign policy, presumably includ-
‘ing a;yarde: line toward the UN_an§ othar ¢rit1cs.//
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1 m; i//1t is difficult to judge how he will play the
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with: the US. Although improved relations with

}rel ‘

‘pinochet probably believes that a spec

ﬂ_ias s@pbort?tor~Chile'sZrequeats for loans t
: ;organizatioﬁs--shbuld be forthcoming in return for further

’respcnses on human rights issues. The Chileéan approach to the
lus for mediation on the Beagle Channel dispute with Argentina
idpmopg;:atgq someghope;forigood re}ations qith the US.//
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. - |7/¢chile has made substantial pJ‘ogresq in improving
‘{ts human rights practices; and most Chileans probably resent

‘what they raegard as a lack of raecognition of this change. Among

‘the improvements noted |

';‘;A marked réductﬁonvin reports of toituxe,iillegai de-
S tentions,; and jdisqppearanbes." I '
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Considerable improvement in treatment of political
“prisoners. About 250 persons remain imprisoned on
. aec;:urity-relateda charges.: | ;
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:- The release of 4,000 political prili;onars ocver the past
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