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Foreword

This is one of a series of reports published
since 1962 which are designed to analyze the num-
ber anqg flags of merchant ships arriving in Cuban
ports and the level and composition of imports and
éxports. The statistics are obtained by aggregat-
ing data on individual voyages.

All ship tonnages reported are expressed- as
gross register tons (GRT) , which is a measure of
the cuwbic space of a ship expressed in tons at the
rate of one GRT per 100 cubic feet. ‘The GRT figures
assigned to the shipping discussed are taken from
Lloyd's Registenr of Shipping. The volume of cargo
is expressed in metric tons, and dry cargo data in-
Cclude that carried on passenger ships as well as on
dry cargo ships. Yugoslav shipping is included in
Free World shipping. Data for 1968 are preliminary.
Because of rounding, components may not add to the
totals shown in the tables.
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
Directorate of Intelligence
March 1969

INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM

 Shipping to Cuba
in the Fourth Quarter of 1968

1. The volume of Cuban seaborne trade in the
fourth quarter of 1968 was down 9 percent from the
level of the same period in 1967. Imports of most
commodities registered a drop, and exports were off
because of a lower volume of sugar shipments. No
military deliveries were made in the fourth quarter;
the last delivery in mid-February 1968 marked the
end of a l7-month cycle of military deliveries. A
new cycle of military deliveries may begin in 1969
following the visit of a Cuban military delegation
to Moscow in November 1968.

2. Ship arrivals also declined in the fourth
quarter, dropping 7 percent below the level of the
fourth quarter of 1967. 'Cypriot and British flag
ships accounted for 37 of the 60 Free World arrivals.
Cypriot arrivals showed the largest increase of any
flag (from 12  to 20). Changes in ship arrivals are
shown in the following tabulation:

Note: This memorandum was produced by CIA. It was
prepared by the Office of Economic Research and was
coordinated with the Office of Strategic Research.
Aside from the coordination of nembors of ship
arrivals wi

. this memorandum has not

beecn coordinated outside of CIA.
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October-December

1967 : 1968 Per-

. centage

Number Percent Number Percent Change
Ship arrivals 257 100 239 100 -7
Communist 163 63" 147 62 -10
Soviet : 140 54 133 - 56 -5
Eastern European 23 9 14 6 -39
Cuban 39 15 32 13 -18
Free World 55 21 25 +9
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3. Crude o0il and petroleum products together
represented 50 percent of' the total volume of imports
in the fourth quarter. Imports of crude oil rose
slightly, whereas imports of petroleum products de-
clined by one-third, probably because of variations
in scheduling. This decline, along with a 15-pex-
cent drop in imports of foodstuffs, accounted for
-the largest share of the decrease in imports.

4. A 20-percent drop in sugar exports was chiefly
responsible for the decline in exports during the
fourth quarter. Exports of sugar to Communist coun-
tries were only half their volume of a year ago,
whereas sugar exports to Free World countries were
up 28 percent. Moreover, exports of molasses to the
Free World were up from 49,000 tons to 146,000 - tons,
and none was shipped to Communist countries. The
volume of Cuban seaborne trade is shown in the following

tabulation:
October-December
1967 1968 .
Per-~
Thousand ) Thousand . centage
-Tons Percent  Tons Percent _Change
.Total seaborne trade | 3,541 ) » v 3,221 ) 4 -9
Imi.or+s 2,430 100 2,276 ‘3’{ -6
From Communist
countries 2,079 86 1,798 79 - -14
From Free World
countries 351 14 478 21 +36
Exports 1,111 100 945 100 “1s
To Cormunist .
countries 684 62 328 35 -52
To Free torld .
countries 427 38 618 65 +45
X
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5. The trends observed in shipping to Cuba in _.
the fourth quarter of 1968 generally prevailed, al-
though in somewhat less pronounced form, for the
entire year of 1968. Both the number of ship arriv-
als and the volume of seaborne trade in 1968 were
down.- 4 percent . from the level of 1967. For an-
analysis of shipping to Cuba in 1968 and trends -
since 1962, see CIA/ER IM 69-35, Shipping to Cuba
in 1968 and Trends Since the Missile Critsis, March
1969, SECRET "=~ ’ - '
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