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-of the borderits dxvcrsc terrain, and the ‘multiplicity of trails litiking -
. Pakistan with an extensive system in Afghamstan. ch if any, places on

“The Soviets have made lictle headway in breaking the tenacious Afghan
resistance since they invaded Afghanistan in December 1979. Anarchy |
prevails in the major cities, roads continueto be interdicted, and the. -
countryside remains outside Sovict and Democratic Republic of Afghani- .
~ stan conuol. To reduce insurgency, the Sovxcts have attempted to “seal” the =77
) '_Afghzm-Pahstam border against the movement of men and supplies.in the -
_ frontier region. Several border clearing operations have been launched and

- the most frequented trails in the torder areas mmcd cherthelcss, cross~

» \Jasoow s anempts to closc the bordcr have becn thwartcd prmc:pally by the -
*physical characteristics of the region. ‘Major constraints are-the great length -

- theseroutes can be used as choke pomts to monitor- mﬁltrauon cffcctxvely
* - The rugged terrain of much-of the ! ma‘ka ‘many. sqc s-inaccessible.
10 vchxclcs—-—a decided drawback to. many Soviet combat- ts'whose 77~
. 'mobility is ‘dependent onvehicles and moterable Toutes-Attempts to inter- - . - .
dict routes.accessible from the ground or vulncrablc to alrattack havc L i i

" cases msurgcnt groups have simply uscd onc'of theé numerous altcrnatc—““'
routes to cross the border. Coansequently, unless the Scviets are willing to

~ commit themselves to a massive long-term effort of clanng and fortifying a -

. zonc along the entire bordcr the movcmcnt of msurgcnt forccs to and from
Afghamstanmlloonhnnc. SRR :

_‘ o ' . _ Couf‘tml
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- Prospects for Closing the -
Afghan-Pakistani Border (u)

~ The success of insurgent groups in controlling the
countryside in Afghanistan and in carrying on their -
hit-and-run war against the Soviet and Democratic -

"Republic of Afghanistan (DRA) military forces results
in part from their continuing ability to move men and -

" supplies across the Afgg;m-l’akistani_bordcr and -
within Afghanistzn 0 e s

suppli

es and

f

Although their sources o method of

-obtaining them vary depending on conditions, insur--——marily the Pashtun?and Nuristan

gent bands gencrally follow time-honored practices.
‘They retire across the Pakistani border to get aid from
_their own or friendly tribes or by temporarily moving

into refugee camps before they return to fight.-Many
insurgents in Afghanistan obtain supplics locally and -

- Supplement them with these procured in Pakistan.

" not.available thére, is pur rom other villages, or
stolen. Supplies of guns and ammunition from Paki-
stan are-augmented by captured Soviet-DRA -equip-
ment and by weapons brought by Afghan Army desert-

against stemming the flow of men and supplies through
-the border region have only a temporary effectin =~
halting the movement; e -

The probability that the border could be “sealed™ rests
on a combination of factors: the physical character of
the fronticr region; the amount and type of Soviet-
DRA military pressure exerted; and the tactics em-""
ployed by both sides. The problem is addressed here by

-examining the terrain and related physical conditions -

_ of the area, including tht_:'numbcr.,lom‘tion,'and con-

~ - dition of cross“border routes and passes, and by relat- -
 ing these factors to Soviet military operations and -

tactics. (u) ) - EEET

. v,
Border Charatteristics

The 2,400-kilometer-long border between Afghanistan
and Pakistan stretches from very high mountains in the
. northeast to barren desert plains in the southwest. No

3

' tural, and physical factors of the region.' (u) -

::Huistoridall'y. the bordcflands 'h'avé.bccn th; bomc terri-

" ers.’Soviet and DRA military operations directed =

. *The bounda

“ Rahman Khan, the ruler of Afghanistan. By 1896 most of the - -

tial

single dominant physical feature is present throughout
-to clearly delineate the boundary. The alignment is
-rather a2 compromise—the result of a late- ] Sth-cen-
. tury agreement negotiated between the British and the
 Afghans—and reflects the complex historical, cul-

+tory of fiercely independent and warlike tribes—pri- .-
i ethnic groaps— . .
whose outlook on life has barely altered through the
centurics. Despite numerous invasions through their _
‘territorics and attempts by-conquerors and govern-— .
_ments to control the region, most of the tribes have. ~-
* retained a large measure of autonomy. (U) © - -

Culturally, (hé borderlands are a welter of tribal ter:
ritories Where many tlans shift scasonally to graze
" their animals, 10 engage in trade and smuggling, to" "~
--find work;-and to-isit kin: This fragmented-cultural] --——
“characteristic of the borderlands is further com- .~ . B
plicated by regular Yhigrations of tribal peoples -~~~ |8
. throughout a still larger region. Some groups regularly
Teave their summer pastures in the mountains of cen-
" tral Afghanistan in late fall to spend the winter in the ...
- warmer valleys and plains of Pakistan. (u) - ~. .~
T Y, called the Durand Line, is named after Sir Heary
. Mortimer Durand, representative of the Government of India, who
ncgotiated the agreeraent on the border in 1893 with Amir Abdur .

. boundary was surveyed and demarcated; the remainder was finally
completed and agreed to by 1921. Oue exception was the Mohmand
tribal territory north of the Khybe: Pass and adjacent to the Konar -

= ‘Valley in Afghanistan. This sectorof: "the border-was never surveyed ————

or demarcated on the groand, and the boundary runs throegh the — -~ =~

* area inhabited by the Mohmand tribal groun: Afghanistan does not
- recognize the Durand Line as an international frontier having spe-

cifically rejected the 1893 agreement in 1949. (u) :
"% Pashtun is the official spelling in English used in Afghasistan for
this group. They arc known also as Paktun (A fghanistan), and as

. ‘Pushtun and Puktun int Pakistan depending on differences in tribal

dislect. Pathan, a Hindu corruption of the name, was adopted by the
British to refer to these hill tribes. Sec NFAC Research Paper GS .
80-10025 (Confidential), March 1980, Afghanistan: Ethmic Diver-
sity and Dissidence. (U) ) )
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" Configiilial

Physicatly. the borderlands are mostly a jumble of
barren and forbidding hills and mountdins. Permanent
settlements are confined to valleys and basins, where

~ lack of water is a perennial problem. A significant
feature of the border area is the extensive drainage
systems to the Kabul and Indus Rivers that provide

land paths and trails crisscross the area to such an

-extent lhat the fronticr has bccn 1crmcd a sxcvc." (v)
Ahhough a: vancty of terrain fcaturcs typlt's the

_borderlands, certain gharacteristics are.common’ to

"border generally follows increasingly higher mountain -
- crests toward the Wakhan * Corridor where the
snowcapped peaks of the Hindu Kush mark the border -
1o China. In this sector are some 120 passes that '
. connect routes leading from Pakistan i into the vallcys '
:of Nangarhar, Konarha, and Badakhshan Provmccs
" and the District of Wakhan in Afghanistan.* The -

passes. Here hills and mountain ndg& ‘mark- pérts of

the border. In other areas a river forms the boundary’

-‘and in the far south the border with Baluchistan con-
sists-of straight line segments connecting a series of

" “points across largely empty desert country.(U) -

Terrain and climatic conditions pose some limitations

" on use of and accessibility to borderland trails. Winter
snows and ice may block passes and trails at the higher
elevations; in other areas flooding of streams during
spring and early summer restricts or cuts access to
cross-border routes at times. In general, however, ci-
'thc'r’altcrnate routes can be found that.are open or, in
soine mscs. snow- blockcd trails and paths cairbe  °
forced by a determined group Problems of accessibil-
ity are cnoountcrcd most frequently on trails thatcross

-

the area north of the Khyber toward the Chinese
- border’ whcrc the terrain becomes more of an obstacle
" and routes fewer. The lower and more open and acces-
sible terrain in the sough) where the botder sections
cross desert terrain and favine-ridden hills, presents

* Vakhan is the spelling approved. by the Board of Geographic -
Names. The morc familiar Wakhan is used, however, throughoit

this paper. i
* See the map for passes along the Afghan-Paklslam bordcr (u'

- natural.routes. These valley routes and numerous up-_ -

“major border sectors. North of the Khyber Pass the . ..

i longcr and physically more diverse border sector south ™~
£ the Khyber contains at least 270 border routes and o

‘the Safed Koh range (wmft of the Khyber Pass) and in -

s

- ~

addmonal contrul problcms bccause of lhc far grcalcr
numbcr of passes and routes. (U) R R - I

Soviet Efforts To Stop Cross-Border Movement S
Sov1ct efforts to block mf‘ ltrauon of Afghan insurgents -
from Pakistar. have failed during the first year of their .
occupation. In combination, the physical and cultural
makeup of the borderlands znd the natural recalci- -
trance of its tribal groups have proved insurmountable. : - ...
" Insurgents still control the countrysiae, and cven the -~
.-main roads and principal towns held by Soviet-DRA .
-forces remain vulnerable. The border is too long and. in
: many places, too inaccessible from the road network
for effective patrolling with the number of Soviet-
DRA forces now in Afghamstan. Morcover, thc
numcrous cmss-bordcr trails bonnccl-with anext
“trail network in Afghamstan ‘and cverywhere thcrc are
‘a numbcr of altcmatc appmachcs to village, town,’
vallcy. or any other objective. Few places on the trail
“system could be Uséd as chioke points 16 monitor in=T
filtration effectively. Finally, support by the Afghan - i+
Army against the insurgents has often béeit incffective. = =
~The DRA forces, plagued with casualties-and deser-
nons have been reduced to about. half their former...
' size: Attempts:to rebuild- lhrough conscription have
failed bccausc mast new rccruus dcscrt at thc first

opportumty " - S S R
Reliance on hcavy armor with air support in fighting
the hit-and-run war has confined Sovict ground forces
. to the roads. ‘The road network is sparse, and only.a few. .
roads extend close to or across the border. The pcnodlc
‘launching of attacks.on suspect rébel concentrations in
the border areas, followed by the withdrawal of Soviet .
forces leaving DRA troops to hold the area, has proved -
“incffective. The insurgents disperse and retirn;
retaking the. area and often swelling their. ranksand
supplies with Afghan, Armv dmcrtcrs who bring thcnr
weapons with thcmr' - ‘

\ e
Shclling and bombing of villages along the roads, or in
the vicinity of main towns, have been more effective .
anti-insurgent tactics. Some places in the border area =
-have been partly cleared of people thereby limiting or




denying support to the insurgents. The villagcrﬁ filter -
back in time, however, or the deserted hauses, bcoomc
_way stations for i msurgcnts on the movc_ '

‘ ~Thc most effccuvc weapon against inﬁltration has

. been the helicopter gunship used to strafe insurgents

"and to mine border trails. Any gains made by the
perindic use of gunships. however, is only temporary:

Afghanistan or move at night. To counter.night move-
ment particularly, the Soviets have droppcd thousands
of small aptipersonnel mines on some of the most """
frequented border trails. Although initially some i
unsuspecting insurgents were maimed by these mines. -
they have quickly learned to disarm or explode them
with stones or a long stick. Animals stepping on the = -
small mines, however. are still a problem, for thev tcnd »
to, stray off lhc path unlcss ropcd togcthcr.: Lo T

-\ctmty by Border Sector
‘Badakhskan-Wakhan. The Soviets do not havc casy

~'with Pakistan. They have had difficulty entering and -
supplying their troops in Badakhshan overland. bccausc

weather conditions frequently make the one gravel-
" surfaced road impassable. The road éxtends-through ~
-~ the province into eastern Badakhshan, passes in the
vicinity of Zibak to Eshkashem, and continues as a dirt
road of uncertain motorability along the Ab:¢ Panj
(Amu Darya) into the narrow Wakhan Corridor.’ . .
~ Reportedly, the Soviets have moved into the corridor
since the spring of 1980 by the simple expedient of - .
"crossing the narrow Ab-¢ Panj (river) that form.s_thc
) boundary betwcen the USSR and Afghamstan '

~-The sparsc populatlon generally consists of 'wo groups
" of Tajiks: the sedentary farmers, wko live around .

live on the high river plain in Wakhan. The upper part
of the Sang Lech Valley, which parallels the border
south of Zibak, is uninhabited. (u) |

\
Thc border trhils from Pakistan lcading into
Badakhshan and Wakhan are inaccessible except by
men on foot because most of the passes are impractica-

* See NFAC Research Paper GC 80-10038 (Secret NF), May 1980,
The Wakhan Corridor: An Unlikely Afghan-China Link. (u)

-— 3

- ble for use by pack animals. Passes are high, averaging

- __ing from valley floors some 1,000 meters below. Nearly, ™
-every pass bordcnng the Wakhan and Badakhshan

‘during the summer and carly fall. Conditions vary with

the insurgents simply cither use alternate routes into . .

Two trails are important old trade routes linking . Co
" "Chitral to Badakhshan via the Baroghil and Dorah :
~Passes. The route through Baroghil Pass descends into -
“the Wakhan Corridor. The presence of Soviets in =
-Wakhan,-however;-makes itan. unlikely.choice of -

‘insurgents bound for Badakhshan or the interior of
-Afghanistan. The main trail through the Dorah.An .
" follows the Sang Lech Valley northwardto-Zibak-—
- — - .. “Reportedly, the Soviets have made hchcoptcrgunshlp

‘ ‘forays up thc mllcy and mmcd thc trall in the v1c1mly g

: " access to trails and passes in this’ part of the border -+ — -

‘between the Dorah An and the westernend of the ™ °

“the combined efforts of the insurgents and adverse—— - Wakhan feed into the Sang Lech Valley-The trait --—~—j—i-4'—

‘southern route to the Konar Valley via the Mandal .
. Pass and the Landy Sind-Katigal Valleys in Konarha
_Province. Although suitable for pack animals, the

o making raids into Badakhshan in search of ammals
and slaves. (U) : o

" Kondrhad. Somé of the’ hcavmstTlghtmg in ATgnamstan O
i beak and Eshfkashem and the farmer-hcrdcrs who i

. Barikowt. Although the Soviets have launched several

4,500 meters, and-are approached by steep trails lead-

areas is covered with glaciers and permanent snow
ficlds which generally limit their use to a few months

individual passes, however, and some can be used with
difﬁc_:ulty throughout ’thc year.(u)-. . .. . .o L.l

of thc pass

All of thc lra:ls from Paklstan lhat Cross the bordcr

nctwork continues into other valleys to the west and
southwest-and pmvf’daa number of routes through =~
Badakhshan to the interior of Afghanistan from the

border passes. The Dorah An trail also connects with a

route was seldom used in the past because of the -
hostility of the Nuristanis who frequently used it whcn .

has 6ccurred in this sector of the borderinhabited b 2
Nuristani and Pashtun tribes. The fighting generally
has been confined to the Konar Valley where a gravel
road—one of the few in Afghanistan close to the
border—enables Soviet tracked vehicles to move from
Jalalabad along the entire length of the valley to

attacks on rebel concentrations in the Konar Valley,
sheiled vullagcs adjaccnt to the road and mined cross-

Conf{ifential




Cwlihl _

border trails along the east side of the river, the DRA
- garrisons at Barikowt, Asmar, and Asadabad remain
vuinerable to attack w'ncn Sovict mobile forces with-

infiltration, or temporarily halted traffic on some
trails, but it has not kept msurgcm.s_ﬁmm infiltrating
: the valley from other dxrccuoml

'

Nonh of the Korar Valley from Bankowt tothe
Dorah An,.a number of trails cross the border from
Chitral and lead directly into the deep, rugged, and

in this region is extensive, providing circuitous access
“to the Konar Valley from the west, and more direct

operational limitations of Seoviet helicopters restrict
_their usc to the lower valicys adjacent to the Konar. A
considerable stretch of border, therefore, is inacces-
: . sible to Soviet forces except on foot. Although it has
. been reported that the entire border—Badakhshan to
: the Khyber Pass—has been mined, mosur‘gf,;h\c cross-
-border trails in Nunszan are still usablc -

- -Passm in lhc \lunstam sector are sxmllar o thosc ,
- farther nocth, averaging 4,500 meters in altitude and
""" “covered by glaciers and snow ficlds. They generally are
open only in summer to men on foot, but two of the
passes—the Brambuluand Paitasun—traditionally
have been used in winter by th= Nuristanis. South of
‘Nuristan the passes'are much lower, avcragmg less

" - _converging on them) increases substantially. Little is
“known about the physical conditions of the southern
passes, but a considerable amount of trade (smuggling)

not an administrative center but tncompasses the area of four
ern Badakhshan, except for the Munjan and Sung Lech Valleys;
valbzys of .he Konar in Nangarhar and Konarha Provinces: all of

the barder. The only conquest of the region {then known as
Kafirdstan) was in 1895-96 by Amir Abdur Rahmaa Khan, who
forcibly converted the Kafir tri

 withdrew his troops and administrators to the Kemar Valley laaving
Nuristan in the hands of Pashtin mullahs and =xisting tribal coun-
cils. Since that time, goverament controf has remained more or less
confined to the Konar Valley, but even here control tends to peter out
near Bankmn

) Confwtial - ‘

‘draw. Mining thg Konar Vallcy trails may.have slowed -

heavily forested valleys of Nuristan.* The trail system .

access to the Panjsher Valley and to Mchtar Lam. The ‘\

" the staging base for Soviet attacks into the Konar~
. of Jalalabad, it is vulnerable to attack by theiinsur=

. voys on the road. Unescorted Afghan trucks make it

~ than 2,500 meters, and the number of passes (and trails

has flowed lhrough them bctwccn Afghamstan and the
*The ncarly autonomous region ofNunsun has- nalhcf boundznc

. provinces where the Nuristan? tribes live. Roughly it includes south- _

3 . -Laghman Province north of Medfitar Lam: the west bank tributary .

Kcnarha except along the river itself and the area east of the river to’

to Islam. The Amir immediately .

Stalcs of D|r and Chltml in Pakistan. In general, thcy
‘are open in summer and into late fall or until thcy are
closed by heavy snow. U ' '

Nangarbar This sector of the bondcr is one of thc best
known. [t contains the arca of the Kabul Valley and
the Khyber Pass, one of the traditional invasion routes
used by conquerors. The Kabul-Jalalabad-Peshawar
road through the Khyber Pass ” provides the Soviets
" direct access to the border. A few natural surface roads -~ .o
-and motorable tracks extending south from the vicinity '
of Jalalabad could be used in dry weather, but the ~
S(mcts apmrcmly scldom vcnturc from xhc main road

Jalalibad, the largest town in castern Afghanistan, s -

Valley. Although the Soviets maintain daytime contr;l :

gents who periodicully disrupt traffic and ambush con-

lhrough on occasion by paying tolls to insurgent groups
-at makeshift control points along the road. [tis not --= =
known to what extent the Soviets have mined the trails
in this part of the border. Thcy have made regular
“helicopter gunship forays against ihe rebels i thcarea
“and shel]cd vﬂlags bchcsco msupport ofthc msur-
gcms :

o (\\,

South from 1he border of Konarha Pré since to the
Kabul River, the border cuts across low, barren, and
relatively open hill country. It also bisects the home-
land of the Mohmand Pashtun tribe, separating the hill
clans from their settied brethren in the Konar Vailey. "
and in the area north of the Kabul River as far west as -
Jalalabad. The Mohmands virtually ignore the border
‘and move frecly within their tribal area visiting clan '
mcmbcrs nd carrymg out trade, (u)

Tbc Khybcr P:us. 2 37-hlomcwr kmg dcﬂc. bcs cnmcly wnhm

Pakistan. The border is at its western end and (raffic is controlled by
a unit of the Khyber Riflcs manscd by Afridi Pashtuns. At the .
border on the Afghan side is the customs house of Towr Kham: on . M
tac Pakistan: side, the small town of Landi Khana. Just (o the east of .
Landi Khana, the road passes through 2 belt of dragons teeth
(concrete antitank obstacles) constructed during World War 1.
Beyond the belt the actual pass begins and the road hugs the hills
above the narrow pass on its way-to Landi. Koul muatcd several
kilometers farther east. (U) .




. e thcmsclvw as guardxans of lhc passa (u)

- The extensive drainage systems in both thc Afzhan
.and Pakistani portions prowdc a muluphcxty of stream
. valley and route connections at thc barder over low
"passcs averaging about | .000 meters in elevation, A -
few caravan routes through Pakistan lead toward tbc
Konar Valley and Jalalabad. Most of the rout_. how-
- ever, cross the Kabul * and, passing through the area
below the big bend of the river, enter Afghanistan
some 10 kilometers north of the Khyber whese the
river turns northward and forms a 1 5-kilometer section
of the border. The Mobmands have been thechief
‘transporters of goods on these caravan routes linking
‘Kabul and Pcshawar (U) :

- and trails through the Safed Koh often are blocked

tial

thc terrain is rugzed The 20 main bordcr passes’
through the Safed Koh average 3. 400 meters in eleva-
_tion and are more hazardous. The majority of the _
-berder routes are pack trails used primarily by some of .. -
the Afridi clans to transport salt from Pakistan into -
Afghanistan on the backs of small, sturdy bullocks.
‘Because the south face of the mountain range receives

a considerable amount of both rain and snow, passes

usually from January throuzh J une. (U)

Pakru-PaktIka Zabol-Qudclwr. In this sector, thc R
Kabul-Qandahar highway parallels the border at dis-

* * tancesof approximately 100 to 150 kilometers. Except - -

.From the Kabul Joulh !hc bordcr is ahzned mmally -

along the river and then through ravine-ridden hill ~

country to the Safed Kok range that extends west from

- the Khyber hills. Three large tribes of Pashtuns live in -
this arca of the border: the Shinwari farmers, who live .

.:south of Jalalabad, and, on the Pakistani side of the

* border, the Orakzai and Afridi tribes, who cons:dcr .

for the Qandahar-Spin Buldak-Chaman’ road in'the ™
““south; which lcads to Quetta in Pakistan, access from-
. the Kabul-Qandahar road to the border is over asparse ;
- network of gravel roads.- Most of the roads are little -
more than motorablet teacks winding througha beit of
" low mountains and ending short of the border. The -
.Sovxcts have made little use ¢ this low-grade road ~
" system and instead have kept to 0 the Kabul- Qandahar

. Numcrous l'oot and ammal traxls \vmd throuzh thc
jumbled hills crossing the border through deep ravines

.. or along hill ridges. Some-of the trails are alternate

-routes to the Khyber Pass. Farther south in the hill
“country are routes that lead from the Bazar and Bara
Valleys into Afghanistan. Here the trails tumn north- .

" ward following seasonal stream beds and converge on-
the south bank of the Kabul. Along the way they lmk
with east-west trails in Afghanistan. These trails make
it possible to travel westward through the foothills of
the Safed Koh at some distance south of the main

Kabul-Jalalabad-Peshawar road. In general, this part

of Nangarhar has rclatxvcly milder winters than far-
ther north. Passes arc open most of the year, though
winter and spring rains may create ocmsxonal ﬂash
L ﬂoodmg and trcacbcrous conditions. (u) - .
South aof tlle hill country, the border turns wcstward
and follows the east-west aligned Safed Koh range.
Here some peaks reach 4,600 meters in elevation and
*The Kabal is ‘ navigabic by 2 boat of any size until its coafluence
with the Konar ncar Jalalabad. From there rafts can be used,
primarily as ferrics, but the river generally is pot safe because of

rapids. Navization does not begin until the river enters the Peshawar
plain near Michni Fort in Pakistan. (u)

. Pass, located about 20 to 25 kilometers north of

-and Kabul Gcrdcz-Khowst roads. These roads are -

conunuously bcmg cut and conyoys on them ambushcd

by the insurgents. Hereé; as elsewhere in the border

Taréa, the Soviets rely 6n hchcoptcr "gunshipattacks on———
" the insurgents and on mining of some of the most

frequently used bordcr-crossmg routes in thé attempt

“to stop infiltration. Men-and caravans nevertheless

continuc to cross the mx:dcr and roam thc Afghan S

couutrysldc at wxll. ' IR

- Mostof thc fi ghtmg in this sector of the bordcr south of
~ the Safed Koh has been around the: towns of Gardez -
and Khowst aswell as ata fcw border posts whcrc .
- DRA garrisons and troops are located.’ The town =~~~
-’ garrisons are supplied directly from Kabul by aroad
difficult to keep open because of several choke points

" 'used by the insurgents. One choke po; point.is the. Tcrc

Gardez. Several others are jocated in another moun-.
‘tain section between Gardez and Khowst where the
* Although fighting has continued, it is believed that 2 kind of
practical compromise—if you don't shoot, we won't shoot—has

- developed between some of the DRA forces and the i insureents. A ’
similsr situation may well exist in other border locuxl .

Coitial
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~ road follows a narrow stream valley for some distance.
-In addmon to harrassing military convoys, the insur-
_gents have often succeeded in keeping trucks loaded
‘with much-needed firewood from Paktia and Paktika -

“ Provinces from reaching Kabul over this road. Vehicles

_traveling on other roads and motorable tracks to bor-

-der posts are equally subject to ambush by the insur-. ...

* gents, and the posts often must be supplied by air!

¢

 South of the Safed Koh, the border follows along the

crests.of 4 series of low mountains and hill ranges. -

" Unlike mridst other border scctors, Paktia and parts of
Paktika-are fairly-heavily wooded. Between the
- Kurram River and Chaman, the border cuts across a

tangled highland arca—the Waziristan hills and thc

_Toba Kakar Range~-that consists of basins, ridges,
and ravines. High-walled.ravines, from 90 t0 900 me-
_ ters in width, are interconnected to one another and to
the basins by narrower gullies created by heavy sum-
. mer rains. The eroded landscape is 2 maze of passes
- and trails; many of which are suitable for pack am-

v"foot (u)

. Thc traxl nctwork follows the extensive dr..magc sys-
, “tem of the area, with trails crossing the border over ™
~water divides, in streambeds and ravines, and ~long hill
. ridges. Ahhough this section of the borderis gcncrally
. drlcr than areas farther north, snow melt and sprmg
- rains {March- April)or the. occasional violent summer
- storms turn the streambeds into destructive walls of -
- water temporarily blocking or limiting access in the
- borderlands::In winter, snow Talls at the higher cleva-
- tions and below-freezing temperatures occur-from =
December to March: Brief snowstorms can occur as far

" south as Chaman until late' March. Strong northwest-
erly winds—scorching Rot in summer or bitterly cold i in

. winter—sweep across the border rcglon most of thc
umc (u)"- _..:‘.j L .

) Bctwccn thc Safcd Koh rangc and the village of
Kharlachi, where a main caravan trail crosses the
© border in the Kurrain Valley, a motorable track links

.Gardez (Afghanistan) with a road to Parachinar (Paki-

- .stan)via the Peywan-Kandaw (Pewan Kotel, or Peiwan -

Pass). From Kharlachi south to Waziristan, innumer-
“able trails lead from the Kurram Valley and connect .

conﬁial # » e

" Paktia Province. To the south are about an equal
" number of lraus suitable foranimals and for menon

-~ stan and do a little moncylending and smuggling on the ~ .

“home and wander into Pakistan-alonc-or:in-small --

. ;mals; many ‘others ar¢ only wide cnough for amanon

wnh an cxtcnswc trail maze in thc low mountams o!'

- foot that can be used to.cross the border. through the _ . RS
labyrinth of paths in the Wazmstan hills znd the o B
Tobar Kakar Rangc. (U)

Among these trails arc a few main routes used primar-. -
ily by nomads ' who annually trek to and from
Afghanistan. In practice the term nomad includes - .
“those shepherds, camelmen, traders, and laborers who
scasonally move their families and animals into: Paki-~

-side. The term'is also applied to thosc laborers, traders,
moneylenders, and thieves who leave their families at

-groups. The latter types of *nomad” usually mave on
foot and are free to use any of - thc many. paths and.

‘animals have a more restricted. choxcc. “The mdmdual
route chosen is determined by the | proximity to thc

. tribal territory occuplcd in Afghamstan. focal ; sccunty
‘considerations, and the avan]ab:llty of grazing and :
water along the routc——condmons which vary from
“Tyeartoyear: Séciirity traditionally involved: pcnodlc e
rerouting-to avoid attack: from a fcudmg tribe: ‘pres-- - :
‘ently the nomads have the addcd burden of Tinding ™
altcrnatc routes to avond Sov:ct-DRA forccs (U)

Thc major nomad routs are thc Khybcr Pass and
adjacent trails, the valleys of the Kurram, Kaitu,

' Tochi, Gumal, Kundar, and the Pishin Lora Rivers

‘and their tributary valleys, and the bordcr-crossmg

_ pointat Chaman. The normal period of nomadic move- -
‘ment into Pakistan is from mid-October through mid-"
December, with a-return to Afghanxstan dunng April -
and May. The period of | trave! varies depending on the -

weather and thc'cognomxm—huﬁmmons i
Afghamstan and Pakxstan (U) .

. Nomzd.s are mlled kuc'lu in nonherr. and eutcrn Afghanistan and
in Pshawar, Bannu, and Kohat in Pakistan; in southern Afghani-
stan and in Dera [smail Khan and Baluchistan in Pakistan, they are
known as powindah. Nomads are primarily Pashtun tribes as are
most of the pcople who live iu this part of the border. Sce NFAC
Research Paper GC 79-10105 (Confidential), October 1979, The
Pushtuns of the Afghan-Pakistani Borderlands. (u)




Qandahar-Helmand-Nimruz. Except for the Pishin
Lora Valley, this sector of the border is not crossed”
_with nearly the same frequcncy as thie others. Partly
" for this reascn, combmcd with the remoteness of the

- area, Soviet activity has been minimal. The border -
cxtends westward through an‘uninhabited desert re-
‘gion whcré a few old trade routes cross from Aflghani-
-star. into Baluchistan. The alignment of trails is nec-
essarily determined by the location of wells. Because
the water supply is cphcmcral thc routes arc only -
-~ generally defined and can vary from season-to season”
“or ycar to y»ar (U)

.

Thc Sovtcts have hulc chancc of closmg or "scahng L
_ the Afghnn-Pnklstam border unless they makea much.: .
" greater commumcnt of rcsourccs than they have 1hus -
“far. Through 1980 and the early monlhs of 1981, .
Sov:ct DRA conlrol in the border region has bccn
1ed 10 the Wakhan Corridor.‘the roads in ™"~
-Ba akhshan Pr‘ovmcc and. thc Konar Vallcy. and the-
* checkpoints at_the Khyber Pass and in the Spin . .. . . .
-Baldak-Chaman arca. Along the' rcmalnggr Qflhc
’fbordcr “control is’ lcnuous or noncxlstcm(

T cffccuvcly close the bordcr to msurgcm ml‘ltrauon
Moscow would have to dcvclop long term operations to.
syslcmaucally clear a zone of all inhabitants ‘along the

N cnurc border. It would also have to permanently sta-

. .tiona suchncnl qumber of troops in the zone to'mon-
“-itor cross-bordcr movcmcnt, lmplcmcntauon of thcsc
- operations would require a massive increasc in the -

“» number of Soviet troops in Afghanistan, the construc-

" .tion of numerous roads, the i lmprovcmcm and mam(c-'

nance of the’ pnurc road network to ensure supportto - © . »

‘the border lroops, and.the building of supply and other. - -

uired by border’ pcrsonnc? ‘Unless ltho-

viets arc willi ing to make such a commitment, the -

RR Afghan Pakistani border cannct be cffccuvcly scalcd
. agamst thc movgmgm_of lnsurgcms mto and through-
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