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Plants lay crushed like broken egg crates

A PRICELESS RECORD

Dino A. Brugioni

Without warning at 3:45 a.m. local China time on 28 July 1976, the earth shook .
throughout the heavily populated and industralized areas of Hebei province, register-
ing 8.2 on the Richter scale. The epicenter was plotted 8 nm SSE of Tangshan, an

. industrial city of over one million. It was one of the major natural disasters of atk ime.

The predominantly single story workers dwellings in the center of Tangshan and ?
the hewer multi-storied apartments of the suburbs collapsed with the initial shock,
their stone and masonry walls killing an estimated 750,000 peoplé and injuring an-
other 800,000. Industrial plants lay crushed like broken egg crates. Seen through stereo
photography, the devastation reminded photo interpreters of the World War II bomb
destruction of German cities.

The Chinese government, typically, provided little information, although
Hsinhua, the official press agency, admitted that “there had been great losses to peo-'
ples lives and property.” The Chinese buried their dead, hospitalized their injured,
started a relief and reconstruction effort and spurned offers of foreign assistance—
including that from the U.S.

If the destruction had been impressive, then the reconstruction effort' was more
so. In four years, Tangshan and its industries have been essentially restored.

The epic is graphically recorded on three rolls of U.S. satellite photography that
comprlse an extraordinary account of one of the tragedies of our time and a testimony
to man’s indomitable spirit.

—SEERE- , 73

Approved for Release: 2014/09/10 C00617225




Approved for Release: 2014/09/10 C00617225

o

SECRET

i B PR . , .
Em.:m\qw uoflezZIuBWOY S8(I0)-aPBM 9y} waEu.o.mS Wawuiaron

A Priceless Record

.J.E.uwm.“ % Te 7

'S'N 81 ‘ayenbylea BY; Jo awp Byl 1y s10N

18-S 298v0S

T 985

11

;

S

9261 '8z ANy ?)enbyueg—easy

ueys

Bue, |

SECRET

74

Approved for Release: 2014/09/10 C00617225




| e ——————————————
Approved for Release: 2014/09/10 C00617225 ’

M

- A Priceless Record SECRET

o ¢

SECRET | | 75

Approved for Release: 20174/09/-10 C00617225




B I R ————————————————..
Approved for Release: 2014/09/10 C00617225 V
‘SEC\RET A Priceless Record
¥ i :
(b)(1)
(b)(1)
76

SECRET

Approved for Release: 2014/09/10 C00617225




Approved for Release: 2014/09/10 C00617225

" A Priceless Record SECRET
3

v

SECRET 77

Approved for Release: 2014/09/10 C00617225




A R

Approved for Release: 2014/09/10 C00617225

SECRET A Priceless Record
(b)(1)
78 SECRET

Approved for Release: 2014/09/10 C00617225




Approved for Release: 2014/09/10 C00617225

A Priceless Record SECRET

R4 5

SECRET 79

Approved for Release: 2014/09/10 C00617225




RS

Approved for Release: 2014/09/10 C00617225

SECRET A Priceless Record
v ¢ |
(b)(1)
(b)(1)
80 v SECRET

Approved for Release: 2014/09/10 C00617225




	0000617225_0001
	0000617225_0002
	0000617225_0003
	0000617225_0004
	0000617225_0005
	0000617225_0006
	0000617225_0007
	0000617225_0008
	0000617225_0009
	0000617225_0010

