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00 casualties in six years—40,000
so far this year. The losses are starting to strain the ability of Iraq to
keep its forces at fighting strength.

Iran’s capture of the Iraqi port of Al Faw in February and recapture of
the Iranian town of Mehran in July have caused the Iragis’ morale to
decline, although the success of Iraq’s recent air campaign against
Iranian economic targets may have taken some of the sting out of
these defeats:
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Saddam’s firm control of
ess ‘security services-hasnevertheless discouraged direct
challenges to his rule.

If Iraq experiences another major battlefield defeat like Al Faw,
however, Saddam will face mounting opposition from senior civilian
and military officials. At an extraordinary Ba‘thist Party congress
last summer, critics wrested from him some economic and military
decision making powers,
Assassination attempts are also likely

ve, Iraqi enthusiasm
nths. Nonetheless,

yntinuing casualties will
ikelihood of internal

mstability




