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IRAN-IRAQ: War of Cities Intenasifies

Iran's attacks on Baghdad yesterday probably will leid to an
expanded and intensitied round of strikes on clvillanand

economic targets in iraq and [ran. N

confirm Tehran's ciaim that one ortwo Iranian
aircraft raided Baghdad yesterday in what was the first ianian air
attack on the city since 1984. Bombs from one of the aicraft
destroyed a group of 12 to 15 houses in the densely popalated
northeastern part of the city. Iragi fighters chased the Iranian aircraft
back across the border. Baghdad's claim that it downedone of the

attackers is unconfirmed.-

one of two Iranian Scud mssile attacks
on Baghdad yesterday destroyed a restaurant in the cener of the city.
iraq responded to the air and missile attacks by launchitg two
missiles into Tehran and four more into other franian cites yesterday
and two more this morning. Baghdad claims its aircraft dso attacked
a number of Iranian cities near the border.—

Comment: Iranian leaders probably decided to intensifythe war of
the cities because lran's military and political efforts haw not
deterred Iraqi attacks. They may have risked thelr scarct fighter
aircraft because they are running short of Scud missiles.Moreover,
aircrafi can infiict more damage and casualities than mistiles; they
carry greater payloads and are more accurate. Alr attacts might also
embarrass the Iraqi regime by demonstrating the weakmnss of

: Baghdad’s air defenses. |

The casualties from Iran's air and missile attacks are likey to be high
and probably wili cause Iraq to increase its missile attacis on lranian
cities. Baghdad may use aircraft to strike Tehran as wellas oil
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tacilities and electric power plants in Iran._“ il
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