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SURJET:  Visit of[ j.m;h[

L)

:]12 February I7s3

1. During a recent trip from Panama,[: t}visited
£l 3a2lvador for an overnight stay of about 2i; hours. Inasmuch as
and his family have teen lon; standing personal friends of
was nis guest while in San Salva:or,

2. [ : |
- 1
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. 3. It was at this time that stated that he was not
receiving support from the ‘Jnited States 1n nis fight against
Communism in Central America. 3eiore continuing he made zreat
effort to point out that tiis should not be misinterpreted tnat
official J.S. and &1 Salvador relations were not jood bacavse that
would be a grave mistake. He carric.! the point farther hy stating
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However, he ssaid that he was more concerned with getting covert
financial aid and material support to help fight Communism in
Central America, and that this coul? not be accomplished through
Embassy'channels.{: :Istated that "Whatever future anti-
Communist action decided upon must be carried out covertly and
illegally because that is the only approach that Latin American
Communists respect." In this connection it was stated that the
most important current target for the anti-Communist faction in
Central America is the financing apd.covertly supporting of a.

revolution in Guatemala, He said that he was certain this action
would put _an end to 75% of all Communist activities and infiltration

in Central America, and end J,S, worries in this area,

supported the above contention by further stating that Guatemnala
"(a) Is knoun to be continually sending agents, arms snd money intc
tionduras; {b) financially supportin: the anti-Zmericen presiiential
candidate of Costa Rica; (c¢) attempting to penetrate Salvador by
flooding the country with ageats in the giaise of refugees, etc.;

(d) is the propagsnda center and safe haven comtry Tor all priority
4 A ab p [

Communists in Central and South Americal: aborated -es==,

-by stating that Guatemala is reportedly supporting
Presidential candidate, Mr. Jose FIGUERES, to the extent of 300,000
pesos a month (.$50,000). According to[: sources in Costa
Rica, Mr. FIGUERES has a very good chance or winning the election
in July 1953. If this happens, it is believed that because of his
strong leftist tendencies and anti-American leanings, he would most
likely turn to his financial sponsors and become easy prey for his
Guatemalan Communist benefactors. JYTurther believes that
Honduras, although very much anti-Communist, will probably have
little choice and may likewise go the same way within a short time
should FIGUERES bacome president., It was further stated that it is
difficult to know what would eventually happen in San Salvador and
the rest of Central America if the trend should spread. He was
very worried and extremely emphatic in his contention that the only
way to wipe out the danger of growing Communism in Central America
is to help the anti-Communist movement, with all the money and arms
needed, to overthrow the present Guatemalan regime before it is too
late. With reference to Guatemalan Communist agents coming into £l
Salvador, it was further mentioned that"at one time there were as
many as 200 turned back in one month." Some of these were reported
to have re-entered the country with diplomatic passports only to be
returned to Guatemala in a persona non grata status after a period
of time.

h.[: :]volunteered that he would be willing to persocnally
make the necessary covart contacts with the Guatemalan anti-Communist
underground cadre both in Salvador and Guatemala in setting up an
illegal support structure, for the above action, if he could be
assured of receiving substantial aid from the United States. [he
above statement was made in spite of the fact that nis life was
severely threatened in early January 1953 by six Communist assassins
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imported from Uuatemala for this purpose. These assassins are now
detained in jail and,[: :]will eventually disappear.

5. With reference to the coming conférence_of the Organization
of Ventral American States to be held in Guatemala, 2 May 1953, the
theme will again be anti-Communist unity. According tto
although Guatemala is a member and in this case the phast councry,
every move is so carefully watched and scrutinized by the rest of
tne countries represented that there is very little chance of any
harm being caused by Guatemala. He mentioned that tne only reason
Guatemala is a part of the conference is the desire for complete _
unity as part of the overall Central American States. With reference
to Panama's recent request to join the Union it was stated, that action
for admittance will probably be a part of the agenda at thé& meeting.

6. It was also reported that there is to be a Grang Colunbian
Conference to be held in Panama, 22 June 1953 for the purpose of
encouraging some of the South American countries to join with the
Organization of Central American States in its anti-Communist activity.
These will probably include Venezuela, Columbia, Scuador and Peru.
There seems to be some question as to whether or not Venezuela and
Honduras will attend. In addition to the theme cof anti-Communist
unity the conference will also be dedicated to furthering cooperation
with the U.S. and possibly pressuring U.S. to giving further material
aid to Latin and South A&merica. According te jfit is believed
that much background intrigue is taking place 1in tne preparation for
the Columbian Conference; i.e., Panama is arranging for one of the
other member nations to pass a resolution that the U.S. should accept
Panama's demands for new and revised pacts affecting the two countries.
C Jrelt that the “"general undertone" in that the other countries
of the urand Columbian Conference will probably follow Panama's example
with their respective requests to U.S. shortly afterwards.

7. Juring the conversation[: :]further indicated the
existence of a special liaison arrangement pecween £l Salvador's
lkilitary Intelligence and the P.S.P. (Panama Secret rolice) in the
exchange of mutual information concerning International Communists
active in their respective countries., It is hoped that this liaison
will be extended to effect the other members of the Urganization of
Central States except Guatemala; this has not teen an overt official
liaison but will probably be so in the future.

8. Before ending the conversation :Leiterated his
willingness to cooperate and asked[ to please, if possible, pass
the above information on to the proper authorities in Washington.

L :}nade no commitments in any way but did say that he would try
to pass on the contents of their conversation to some interested
party.
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NOTE: With reference to the above visit with[ lt is
pointed out that the stop-over in El Salvador was purely for social
reasons and was not encouraged or suggested by any member of the
Panama Mission, Ft. Amador C. Z.




