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U, _Se Prostige in Guatemala

i

Since the end of the war the prestige of the United States
in Guatemala has been declining, This i1s due to several factors.
In tthst,g}_gcme, comramnism has been steadlily gz:ining ground in
Guatemala, not only in the govermment, but alsc the labor move-
mente Comminism has taken hold in the peasant movement by neans
of infiltration of corrmnist agents in the locall agrarian cormlttoes.

the zecond place, the United Statos has not been ¢amreful enough
in the fostering ol demooratfcaccording to the western pattern,
The comminists have had wide~open fields to take over the labor
movement. Labor leaders have received training in Moscow, and
the Unlted States has railed to wse the intes-American agreement
In order to bring more people to the United States to be properly
rained in the democratic processes, In the third plige, forces
yposing commnism feel that they have no " getting proper
understanding of their problems on the part of the U.S. smbassy
. 4n Guatemala. Forces opposing commmism have not been fully
\“equippod and instructed In the ways -and means to figh$ communism,
|and thorefore thoy have been only able to accomplish an amatewr
fJobs In the fourth plagce, American officlals have denied the ex=~
{istence ' Y y temala. Inasrmch as the democratic
opposition has not been able to. produce tangible evidence of the
_existence of a Soviet conspiracy, they have not even been hoard.
It has not been until the last twelve months that the-Amorican
miblic has become aware of the present danger of communist dmina-
on of Cuatemala, ’ T o
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Ever since Ambassador Kzle went to Ouatemala, ombassy of=
ficials have explained the social movement of Guatemala as Just

a democratic movement tend 1lightly to the left, arid slightly
tainted with nationallsm, bassy officlals have staunchly din=
missed any charges of communilst infiltration in the Cuatemalan
government. The attitude assumed by the American govermment in
regard to comrunism in other party of the world has effect upon'
communists in Guatemala. ZEvery time the Unitéd States has falled
to make a strong stand -:gainat comramism in other parts of the .
world, Guatemalan ¢ mnists have gained ground,  Strong attitudes,
1ike intervention in Korea, have been a deterrent to further ad-
‘vance of the Guatemalan corpminists, Put as & wlole, they have
been left alone to the extent that at the proesent time they con=-
trol most of the key positions in the government,

Democratic.forees in Guatemala feel disgruntled about the
failure of the United States to prevent the sproead ofcommunism
in the western hemisphere. They feel now that they would.be -better
off now in their democratic progress if they had onlz beon .loft

| alene without the demveratlc propaganda poured into the country
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during the war., They feel that Ublco's dictatorship was a do=
terrent to the sproead of commnism, and that democratlc progress
would necessarily have been made without tho intervention of

the extrome lofte Although no one either Jjustifies, or wishes
to return to, the type of dictatorshlp exerclsed by Ubleo, they
feol the need of a strong government which at the same time pre=-
vents the growth of commmniam,and prepares the country for deamo=-
_eratic progress in accordance with the U.S. type of democracye

/- “Guatemalans alsc feel that the evils of Ublco's dlotatorshlp have
/ been groatly exaggerated, in view of the prescnt existing conditions,
/ “and that cormrmmnists have a lot to do with the propaganda campalgn
/ ___directed against many Guatemalans who honestly supported Ublcols
r’ “pro~Amer ican pollicies during the ware. '

A _Corrmn ist Beachhead

During the war it was feared that Guatemala could becoms

a Nazi beachhead, on account of the presence of several hundred
Gormans, settled in the country as coffee=-growers. Ublico lent
full cooperation to the United States in averting this danzor.
Dut after the war, a more serious condition has developed regard-
ing the ‘seeuritz of the hemisphere., Ixtreme leftists have taken
over strong positions in the Guatemalan govermment, They control
the labor movement, the social security, the Minist of Forelgn
Affairs, the Ministry of Economics, and have been 1 iltrating
heavily in the rank and file of the army. Commanist deputies
have been sent to Congress, dus to the fact that the opposlition
has not becn properly organized. Although anti-comrunists have
demonatrated that their numerical strength 1s overwhelming, noth=
ing competont has been done to organize them, Personal amblitlon
has been a deterrent tor an organic and unified opposition., Sove
eral uprisings have only rosulted in the Jjailing or expatriation
of the ablest antlecommmnist leaders. A few of the anti-comamnists
have sought to obtaln direct help from abroad, in their efforss to
throw the communists ocut of the cowntrys but the majority of the
ant l=comrunistileaders look only for moral support and wmderstand=
ing, They feeol that their efforts have been obstructed by the

| preasence ol leftlst olemonta in the foreign misaslonas accredited

\by various governments to Guatemalas Sevoral times when the antie

|communists trled to seoure recognition for a new government, they

) ound that word had been paased to the comrnnist government of

"R Guatemala, ' -

\ They have come to belleve that the United States 1s not wille
ing to throw the comrmniats f{rom Guatemala because the commmnists
do not represent a clear and present danger or because they can be
quickly disposed of in case of an armed conflicte.

The fact that so many commmists in high places In the Guate~
malan government are dn such friendly terms with Russia, makes 1t
clear that under their leadership Guatemala will side with the Soviet
in case of an armed confliet., OGuatemala's votlng record in the United
Nations 13 a dear indication that the present government i1s to be cone
sidered s member of tho Soviet bloc,.
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Even 1f the Cuatemalan government dares not openly alde
with the commmunist countries, the presence of commn sts in ,
high positions will enable the enemies of the United States to
aabotage any offorts made for protecting the Panama Oanal. Furs=
ghermore, every Cuatemalan comnmist is a potential spy in the
event of war. They have access to diplomatic flles, and are
able to prevent the use of (uatemalan labor in the building of
military airfields, should the oase ariso. :

The destruction of any remnants of opposition ma¥y turm out
to be a very dirficult problem in the event of wars If no
democratic opposition is allowed to survive under the commmist
domination, it may become irperative to ocoupz the country and ,
oatablish a military govermment. Such & condition may in twrn result
4n 111 will on the part of the masses of the¢ people. Real nationalistic

.~ /pride will be touched off and such an oceupation will be remented
I L. {not only by guatemalans but also by the people of the rest of Central
i ‘A Americas. The frults of the Good Neighbor policy will be lost,
"/md 1f any understanding between the pecples of Guatemala and the
'/ United States 18 to be reached, the worl will have to bhe dme all

The Monroe Dootrine and Comrmunist
terventione. : :

For several years it 1s apparent that no one but the sti=
dents of International law has taken into consideration the ex-
1stenco of the Monroe Dostrine., To the present condition of Guate-
mala the Monroe Deotrine is an applicable instruments. The Monroe
Doctrine was Intended to stop coloniallsm In the western hemisphere.
Bspeolally 1t was Intended Yo prevent intervention on the part of
the Buropean powers in American affairs, to stop compulsory collec-

~ tion of foreign debts and undue privileges for foreign interests
located south of the Rio Grande,.

The tumultuous history of the Latin American republics gave
rige to the establialment and consecutive acceptange of two dif- @
ferent dootrines regarding interventlon. 1e_Tovar Doctrine was '
the firat doctrine of American solidarity bABEA GpOI VP HRintenance
of @emooracy in the western homisphere. It gave authority (moral)
to the governments of the western world to intervone in the domestic
affairs of any American ecount in which democracy was in danger,
or where democracy had ceased to existe In other words, whenever
an American republic would fall under the rule of a tyrant, the
neighboring nations would have the right to Intervene and to restore

the democratic mrocesses.

Pevelopment on the part of the United States of high-handed
methods towards the Latin American republies; the exintenoe of the
so=called "big stick"and Tollar diplomacies® gave rise to a tre-
mendous current of nationalism on the part of the Latin American
republics. Latin Americans thought that the United States was
prandishing the Monros Doctrine only as an ingtrument of their own
imperialism, and that such a doctrine wes no longer useful in doal-

ing with the Huropean powers.
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AL The Estrada Doctrine came into being as a result of undue
‘l Interventlon -in domestiec affairs of the Latin Amerigan republics,
eithsr one upon another, or on the part of the United States,

- The strada Doctrine forbids intervent fon in the domestic affairs
of the nations of this hemlsphere. The principle involved in
such a doctrine has been embodied in the Good Nelghbor policy.

"Host Latin American republics have been following it during the

last 25 years. However, Guatemala,under corrmunist domination,

has broken the prinicple of inter=American solidarity several
times dur ing the so~csal led revolutionary regimes, In 1944, while
the country was governed by the Milltary Junta that preeeded

Arevalo, Guatemala gave ald to a group of revolutlonaries,who ine

vaded El Salvador, Ouns of the Guatemalan Army were captured

. by the Salvadorilan Army and were exhibited in San Salvadop!'s show=-

;. s windows, Arevalo's government organized the Carribbean Legion

1"y and lent support to the Costa Rican revolution of 1948, Guate-

; malan planes, loaded with rifles and amrmunition, were flown to
«. Costa Rlca, to ald the rebels. A large number of officers of
77 7 the Carribbean Legion were taken to Costa Rica in Guatemalan
Cj/  Army transport planes. Arevalol's government also organizged the
N ,attempted revolut ion againat Niearagua, and gave aid to the Care
{ ribbean Leglon and the governmenteinwexile of Arguello, Guate=-
! mala, under Arevalo's administration, supplied khe noney, the
arms, and the aly bases, for the unsuccessful attack on Luperon.
5 The (uatemalan government also had a lot to do with the Cayo
| Confites expedition, %he present president of Guatemala, Jacobo.
2 Arbensg, was Minister of Defense dur ing the whole administration
\of Arevalo, and there 13 no doubt that he was instrumental in

1Gu§§emala'8 intervention in the domestic affairs of the Carribbean |
nasions, . o

At the present time, commmnism is actively engaged - in the
domination of the Carribbean Sca, Comratnism is actively Inter=
vening in the domestic affairs of Cuatomala, and has completely .
selged control of the countg's domestic and foreign pollicles, '
Commuinism as an internat ion weapon depends entirely ¢n a RAuwopean-
power, Through the Cominform, Russia is intervening in ths affairs
of a Latin American republie, and has been constantly trying to
intervene in the domeatic and international problems of Latin
Americas The purpose of this interver tion is to eatabligh,first in
Cuatemala, and later in other countries of this hemisphore, a
form of derocracy entirely foreign to the Amorican tradition,

¢+ Soelallsm, and not democracy, is the goal of the commmists, and

-y DY that, we mean that the real purpose of the commmniata is to

') mecurs for the imperialistic movement of Ruassia the aompleto pube

1. servience of the peoples of the werlern world, and the resources -

00 therefrom, ' el Co

[ In vilew of the danger, it is high t imo to considexr a revision
of the internat lonal principles which have guided American poliey
towards the countries south of the Rio Grande. The Latin American
republlics were born to democracy, inspired by the prineiples of
the French and American Revolutions. The upheavals which have oce
curred in Latin America are not conclusive ovidence that demoeracy
as such has falled there. Severd Latin American comntries have . .
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given an example of good democratice government, and demooracy
has been proven a sultable form of government for the best do=-
velopment of the Latin American peoples.

Outricht intervention is not contemplated, inasmuch as
1t may prove to be a source of 1ll will and resentment, and 1s
far from being an instrument of hemispheric cooperation. However,
the democratic forces of Latin America may be sooner or later
in the same position in which are now the forces opposing Arbenz
and his commnists in Guatomala. The problem now is to remove
as soon as possible the clear and present danger existing in Cuate-
mala, which 1s at the same time a solrce of unrest and fear on the
part of the nations of the Carribbean. The next problem in order
of importance is to consolidate demporacy by means of an active
policy of cooperation, by training the leaders to whom may be later
entrusted the responsibility of maintaining the demooratic syatem,
and by giving the democratilc forces the means to achleve social re=-
forms well ahead of any plans propounded by the extreme left oxr
by the comrunistss Democratic leaders,of welleknown reaponsibility
and capacity, trained and educated if possible in the democratle
way of living,should be compelled to carry out the social and

I~ economic reforms which are needed, thereby preventing the reform

movements from falling into the hands of the comrmuniats,
Bvildence of Commmunist Success

Anyone familiar with political conditlons now In CGuate=
mala ¥nows that there is a largenumber of foreigners in high poule
tions in the govermment, Communiasts by the dozens are on the
gover ment payrolls, without any agpmnt specific jobs to do.
They move around the ecuntry, and the most Important ones are
Spaniards who form the communist brain-trust of the governments
Minor Spanish cemwmnists have even taken Jobs in private concerns,
and there are at least a dozen or 80 who hold Jabs as traveling
galesmen, in order to move freely arcund the countwrys They are
known to have been attending commmist meetings in towns and vil-
lagess Most of these Spanfards were carefully chosen by Munoz
Meany, former Minister to France, and an avowed communist, among
the rank and file of the Loyallst Army. S

The oppositlon papers rdcently reprinted full pages of
Hungarian, Poliszh and Czech papers, which give an acocount of the
success of the Cominform in Guatemala. It is evidenbt that the
comminista have loamed a lot froam their previous fallures in other

" Latin American countries, and the fact that they hdve suscesded in |

Guatemala shows that they have now & proven method of conquest
for several other republics which are under similar eircumstances.
Having now a stronghold in Guatemala, the task of conguering other
countries will be a much casier one. The comnmnist success makes
it also clear that public opinion in the western world cannot be
only sentimental in regard to the social and economic problems

of that small countrys it has to become aware that the situation
18 to boe handled with a realistic and direct approschs The people
of Guatemala have demonstrated that they are not commmnists bub
rather that commmmnism has been imposed upon them from aboves The
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Guatemalan people do not have hard feeling against the United
Btates, but rather are pro-American, However, 1ficommunism
contimies lta viotorlous path in Guatemala the people will fore
get the viry existence of democracy in America, and anyone wishe
ing to survive will have to bow under the commmist yoke.

Ihe Officlal Preas

The Guatemalan government!s pross 1is cntirely subservient
to communimm, They play the commnist line all alongs The war
in Korea as waged by the United Natlons is labeled an imperialistic
warg the United Statea 1s branded as a war-mongery and any efe
fort to maintain the riule of law is conasidered reactionary, Demo=
erats. in Guatemala who oppose the advance of communism are also
labsled reactionaries and slaves of imperialism. The official .
presa follows strietly the line of "Ooctubre", which is the official
organ of the Communist Party. Several communist Spaniards held
Jobs as elthor reporters or writem in tho offlcial press,

, O0fficial newspapormen are being lavisbly paid in order to
kesp them In line with the orficilal policies of the govermment.
The edltors of officlal newspapers have traveled to Viemna and
Mosedw in order to attend Peace Congresses. The general atbtitude
of the (matemalan offlicial press 18 one of antagonism towards the
United States and the United Nations. Lies and innuendo are
constantly printed, and the officilal newspapera are dellvered free
in every hamlet or village. ’

The Courts

Until now, & certain amount of independente was preserved
in the courts, Only last month li judges of the Supreme Court
were dismissed by the Congress for having admitted the revision
of an cxpropriation under the agrarian reform, which was based
on the infr Jagement of c¢ivil righta. The |} justices elected by
the Congress are completely sibservient to the commmnist policies
of the government, and the firat step taken by the new court was
a refusal to roview the case, Several cases related t0 back
taxes stlllpending,were quickly disposed of, and regardless of the
principles involved, the defendants lost all of them, -

-~ Several magistrates and dlstrliet judges have recontly re-
signed under comrunist preasure. Scores of other judges,whose
agpointment rests with the Supreme Court, have been sumarily
diamissed, Up to thls time there was a falr chance of legal pro-
teotion against Infringement of c¢ivil libertles, but under the
present set-up, citizens do not have any legal effective measures
to prevent the encroachment upon thelr rights, Any person, holding
rural property, is liable to get fined, with fines ranging up to
$2,000,00, 1if he dares to bring legal action against tho government,
A% the present time the people have been left with no protection
whatsoever from the actions of the agrarian authorities, Undeér the
agrarian set-up, the civil code cannot be applled or inveoked for
the protection of personal rights, inasmuch as overything 1s related
to the a?-ax-ian and political authoritles, and the fow remaining
demooratic officials do not dare to lssue injunotionsa or to start
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oriminal proceedings against any official or authority, due
to fear of being fined, imprisoned or dismissed,

The Organization of Central American States

- Guatemala 1s a memher of the Orgnization of Central
Ameriean 3tates, but has consbtently evaded a mesting of the
General Assemblys The reason for Guatemala's reluctance to
Joln her sister countries in dealing with their common probe -
lems lles in the fact that El Salvador introduced in the agenda
of the next meeting of the Awsembly a proposal to fight otme
rmunism, Twice the Atamblgnhaa been called; and twice also
the Guatemalan government has prevented the meeting, Althou
the Asaembly is to convene in May, many political observers
bglieve that the Guatemalan government will find a protext for
delaying lndefinitely the meeting, N e

Guatemalan anti=~corrmunists feel that the United States
1a aware of the problems related ‘to. commnlam,and eapesially
have taken due notice of the fact that President Eigenhower
has stated that the United States will fight communism every-
where., They f'esl that, as part of hemispherfsisolidarity, the
fight againat comrunism ia also to be carriled in the western
world, and that commujism rmust be fought in Guatemala inasmuch
as  the country 1s right in the baclkyard of the United States
and in the heart of the weatiern world and not anywhere cled. .
If Cuatemalan anti-commmists are prevented from _doingylg thome
selves what they think 1s best for the cauntry and for the
western world, resentment may reésult in dsaexrtion to aomminiam,
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