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1. In compliance with & recent instruction from LINCOLN wien that Field
Hgs. was in oprration, the Cuatenala stetion destroyed its records pertaining
to PBrULCESS, For that reason we are unable to furnicth cable numbers of cables
which were sent to LINC It and Wasnington during the latter part of May 1954,
However, it is recalled that in those cables pertaining to the aboveecapticned
subject, we advieed we had obtained certain information indicating the then
Guatemalan government planned to bury cartes of American-made arms and
ammmunition on United Fruit Company property in Guztemala, The govermment
planned to invite members of the Diplomztic Corps to an unearthing of those
crates and thereafter give considerable publicity to the plot" of the United
¥ruit Company agajinst thﬁﬁgovernment.

2, F[duardo Perez Asturias, Superintendent of igriculture for the UFCO
in Bananera, was confidentially tipped off by his friend Yernando Carrera of
tiiis plan of the Covernment, Perez was also told that he was to bhe assassinated
during the operation, Perez immediately left 7or the United itates and on nis
arrival in New Orleans was interrogated on cseveral occasions by officers whom
he later stated to be connected with KUBARK, iuring those interrogations l'erez
stated he furnished all known informaition concerning the communist plane

3« Upon returning to Guatemala, following the overthrow of the Arbenz
government, Peres immediately made contact with Fern.ndo Carrera and the
latter furrniched Perez a signed statement concerning his knowledge of the
government plot, Carrera's original statement signed by him is being forwarded
to Headquarters as an enclosure to this dispatch, Une informal translation
from the Spanish is zlso being forwarded as an enclosure.

4, The Col, Domingo Arevalo mentioned in Carrerats statement was
introduced by Perez to reporting agent on the night of 27 July 1954, Arevalo
related to writer substantially the same information that Carrera set forth
in his statement, In addition, Arevalo stated it was his & original impression
rerez be tippred off, He stated both he and Carrera are friends of Ferez and
both were agreed that ferez should be advised of his danger, Carrera feels
indebted to Perez for personal reasons and spparently was glad of the osportunity
to tip off Perez, '
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S¢ Arevalo stated that during 194950 he wae Governor of the Depsartment
of Luetraltenango but wae forced to leave that vost due to his refusal to
become involved in Arbenz! political intrigues, A short time after leaving
h1s position as Governor of the Department of wuetzaltenango, he was made
secand in command of the Guatemalan Army Intelligence and wmeintained his of'tice
in the preeidential residence in Custemala City. uring tir tour of caty
W ich continued up to the time Arbens resigyned, irevalo cleime thet he knew
every move that Arbenz and hic government made, He clsims he coulc never
agree to some of Arbenz' volicies and for that reason was kept in the backe
ground 2 major nortion of the time, It was dus to his sosition in the
Guatemalan Inteiligence Service that he learned of the Custemalan plot azainst
the UFCH and as & result the 4information was leaked to Feres,

€o _freyalo.siated that Gustemalan authorities’ heard several foreign
“roadcasts which told of the vlot against the U¥CH and 2a: @ result the crates
were never actyally. buried. on UFCO property although sites had been celected,
It was dué to the radio broadcasts that the plan fell through, :

7. A Guatemalan named Zambron, according to Arevalo, was formerly
erployed in a clerical capacity in the office of the Cuatemalan Inteiligence
fervice, At the time Arbenz resigned from his position, Zambron stole ceveral
incriminating files from the office and carried them with him to the Mexican
‘mbassy where he is in asylum, Through Zambron's wife, Arevzlo has lesrned that
Zambron wants to sell those files wnich he claims will furnish definite .roof
that the Custemalan government had in fact devised the plot agzainst the UFCH
in particular and “OYOKE in general, - Source VSCHEL furnished -390 wiich were
given to Arevalo who in turn intends to pass the money to Zambron's wife as
soon a:s Zambron smuggles the files out of the Kexican Embassy to Arevalo,
frevalo stated that he believes the files will be in his possession on rriday,
30 July 1954, Arrangements huve been made with him by the writer to take
imnediate possession of those files which will be forwarded to Headquarters
if receivedy ' '

Uyrus &, Burnette
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Guatemala, 18 July 1954

Sr. Eduardo Perez Asturias
Bananera. Izabal.,

Dear don Eduardo:

I enclose a brief account of how the plan for the
destruction of Banan era was conceived and failed. You may
use it for any purpose you wish and for that reason I wish
to state that without any type of pressure whatsoever, with-
out recompense of any kind, money, promise of employment or
gain or benefit, I draw up this report so that it might be
used in the manner deemed best by you. I remain at your
disposal for any confirmation that may be necessary.

I take advantage of - this opportunity to extend to
you a friendly greeting.

s/ Fernando A. Carrera E,




On May 7, 1954, I was summoned to the Casa Presidencial

for an interview with Col. Domingo Arevalo, friend and com-
panion of the writer, who told me that the "chief" wanted to
speak to me; that he had asked for me two or three times and
that he probably wanted to make me some offer. He then asked
several questions but I replied that I had no idea why he
desired my services.

It must have been about 1800 hours when I was presented

to Col. Arbenz who was accompanied by Sr. Morazan, one of his
secretaries,

Orders received for the destruction of Bananera:

1.

2.

To maintain strict silence concerning the mission which I
was to carry out.

That the command of a group of 40 men would be given to

me. These men would be divided into groups of 10 and each
group would have two leaders. The majority of the men were
to be fruit company workers in the north and from different

fincas,

Yur mission was to hide, in adequate places on fruit company
land, 4 shipments of arms. Each shipment would be perfectly

‘packed in boxes made of well soldered galvanized sheets and

was to be buried for discovery later.

I was to leave on a trip to Bananera, Puerto Barrios and Santo
Tomas where I would contact the group leaders who were to

work under my orders. Together with the fare and the costs

of the trip, the names of the mentioned group leaders would

be given to me. These leaders were to receive prior in-
structions from Alaric Bennett and Carlos Manuel.P r so

_that they would be ready to place themselves at my orders and

could explain to me the major considerations involved in
hiding the arms. K

To point out exactly the places where I was to hide the arms
on a map of the fruit company which would be delivered to me
in Bananera by Sr, Humberto Figueroa Carrillo.

Not to leave my house unless absolutely necessary, but in
case I went out, to leave word of my whereabouts so that I
might be located immediately, and to telephone 5902 every
day at 1600 hours as a method of accounting for myself,

These are the orders received at the f irst interview with Col,.
Arbenz which was attended only by Arbenz, Paco Morazan and me.

s/ Fernando A. Carrera E,.




Mechanics and reasoning behind the plan for the destruction of

1.

Bananera.

After having the arms hidden on fruit company land, G-2
would receive a denuncistion signed by Vidal A, Me jia and
other workers "loyal" to the government which would state
that in the places named suspicious boxes were found and
that on investigating they had discovered that the cempany
had hidden the arms in order to give them to a group of
traitors which was being readied for an invasion of the
country on the islands of “uanaja and Utila.

The Guatemalan Military Attaché in Honduras, Col. Morales,
would also send a report to the Ministry of Defense, to G-2
and to the Presidency stating that a movement for the in-
vasion of Guatemala was being prepared in Honduras aided by
the Department of State and fruit company money.

It would also be reported through several channels that Sr.
Eduardo Perez Asturias, by means of the Fakesio Necsci s ¢ itinann
w=®', had sent a large sum of money to the traltors and that
he was responsible for the distribution of the hidden arms,

With these "reports" the government would mobilize their
intellisence services to determine whether the fruit company
was actually in league with the invaders and if they had
hidden arms. Once the arms were located, the Diplomatic

‘Corps (friendly representatives, of course) would be noti-

fied. They would be asked to form a commission to witness

the removal of the arms and thus the maneuvers of the fruit
company against the constituted government in order to pres-
sure the American Embassy into recognizing the reasons for
measures to be taken by the government against those involved.

So that no doubt would remain among the people concerning
the sedition of the f ruit company, representatives of the
(political) parties, reporters, photographers, etc. would
be present.

The leaders and others would incite the campesinos and they
would attack the colony - "The campesinos and indignant
workers would d estroy the colony and in the midst of the
tumult certain men among the 40 would be assigned to assass-
inate the manager, Perez Asturias, and other ranking employees
and also secondary employees considered to be enemies,

In view of such grave events, the government would intervene
the company and try to locate those responsible for destroying
and burning the cclony and installations.

Prisoners would be taken among the trusted employees and they
would be forced to "confess" the "plans of the fruit company
for overthrowing the government and its connections with the
invaders." ‘



Several workers and campesinos who took part in the killing
and destruction of Bananera would be sacrificed to demon-

strate that the government was just and that the measures
adopted were dictated by necessity,

s/ Fernando 4. Carrera E.




First steps in the execution of the plan:

On May 11, 1954 I received orders to leave for Barrios
on the following day. I went to the Casa Presidencial but I
was unable to speak with Col. Arbenz, the official on duty ad-
vising me that Col., Weyman had said that I was to appear on the
following day.

On May 12 I was received at 11 o'clock when Ma jor Morazan
dellvered to me Ql00.00 and an identification card which was an
order from the Ministry of Government so that the IRCA would
extend round trip tickets between Barrlos and Guatemala to me.
He explained to me that in Morales Sr. Figueroa Carrillo would
board the train and would put me in contact with the group
leaders. ’

' On May 13 at 1700 hours Sr. Figueroa Carrillo boarded the
train in Morales accompanied by a man named Oscar A. Godoy.
We identified ourselves and Sr. Figueroa explained that I "was
to continue to Barrios and on the 15th they would arrive there
by car and that from Barrios we would return to the. finca "Ab&ca'
where we would see Ladislado and some of the other boys."

The meeting took place with four men present - Figueroa
Carrillo, Oscar A. Godoy, Ladislado Sandoval G., José Maria
Hicho and another named Arriaza who came and went, Four sites
for hiding the arms were marked on a map of fruit company pro-
perty. They were divided as follows: One in Abéca, two in
Bananera and the other in the finca Oneida.

. I returned to Guatemala with the marked diagram which I
delivered to Col. Arbenz who told me that between the 24th and
the 30th the boxes of arms, prepared for hiding at the indicated
places, would be given to me. : )

He gave me another Q100.00, a ,45 caliber automatic and
two boxes of shells and ordered me to await his call,

On the 19th I received orders to leave Saturday, the 22nd,
for Bananera and Barrios to pick up the arms and in agreement
and with the help of the groups, to hide them in the places al-
ready selected,

In the shops of the Maestranza del Ejercito I could see
part of the arms destined for hiding in the north and they con-
Sisted solely of arms of North American manufacture., On the box
in which they were packed were markings such as "U.F.C,0., Via
Barrios" followed by a number. Also in the shipment were hand
grenades of the "pineapple" type and several gelatine gas bombs,

s/Fernando A. Carrera B,




On May 30 I was urgently called to the Casa Presidencial
where Col., Arbenz, Major Rosenbeg and Julio Vera were present.
On my presenting myself, Rosenberg took out a copy of El Es-
pectador, dated May 25 I believe, and showed me an article in
it in which the fruit company categorically stated that it had
never dealt in nor had arms and that what the clandestine radio
had said to the effect that "arms would appear in AbAca and other
parts of Bananera" could not be more than a maneuver on the part
of persons interested in harming the company if the news given
by the radio was true.

Col. Arbenz rebuked me for having "talked" and t old me to
reply frankly to the questions which Major Hosenberg would ask
me,

Q: To whom have you communicated the order that you received
from the President?

A: I replied that I had not talked much less "communicated" with
anyone concerning the orders received with the exception of
the group leaders with whom I spoke in the labor union building
in Puerto Barrios. ‘ '

After a series of questions along the same line, they
apparently were convinced that I had not talked and mentioned

to each other that some imbecil among the group leaders had pro -
bably talked.

I was ordered to await orders and they again confirmed that
the date of the arms find would be the 6th of June at the latest.

Not having been called to proceed to find the arms, I re-
mained at home until the governments of Arbenz and Diaz fell,

s/ Fernando A. Carrera E,

Guatema la, July 18, 1954




Sefor don

- . o4 "L :
“duzrdo Férez Asturias,
Bananera, lzabal,

i estimado don <duardo:

, . . ! . ’

Adjunto va una relacidn suncinta de como se fragud y se planed
la maniobra que iba a ser la destruccidn de Bananera, puede darla el uso
que quiera, y por esa razdn declardxn

Que sin coaccidn de nlnﬂuna clase, sin recompensa alguna en efec~
tivo, especie , nromesa de emo’eo 8§ cuelquier prebenda y granjsria. Hago
este relato para que lo use como mejor le convensa, estando a su disposi~-
cidn para ratificarlo donde sea neceésario.

Aprovecho la oportunidad para estrechar su wano amlgea,




P 4
ra un:n entrevi -
dal suscritog ‘-
prezuntade dos e
"chence", hice A
£ . i
queriz mis ser
Seriz con ! Corcnel irbenz,
cuien astaba 20 s secr=tarios,
I 4
Fui preguntado puasto a presfarle un ser-
vicio a la nac ordenira lc gue tenia gue
hzcer,

Ordenes recibidas para la destruccidn de Bananera:

’
1

lo,~ Guardar extricio silencio sobre la misién que tenta que desempefar,

~ [ 4

0.~ Se me dari{a el comando de un gruno de hamhres !cuarentz) los gue es=-
I 4 . .
tarlan divididos en grupos de diez} cads grupc tendria dos jefes.
“stos hombres en su mayoria eran traba izdores de 1z Trutera en el nor-

te, v de diferentes fincas.

3o.~ Nuestra misidn era escondar en lugares =2decuados, dentroc de los terre—
nos de la Frutera, cuatro carﬂamentos de armas, cad2 carsamento estarisz
perfectanente empacado dentro de cajas de lamina galvanizadss Yy muy - e-

Bien. ' - solds das,v tendrian que ser enterr-das nsafa su postarior ha--
llazoo.

40, - Saldrla de vanp para Bdnmﬁera,' Pto, Barrios v Santo Tonas, donde to-
maria contacto con los Jjefes de grupo que trabajarian a nis drdenes,
Junto con los pasajes y gastos de viaje se e darian los nombres de di-

i

chos jefes de grupo, 10s que previamente recibirian instruccion=s de

Alaric Benett v Carlos ‘anuel Pellece para gue se pusieran a wis orde-
nes y me explicaran cuales eran los mejores nuntos pare esconder les =2r-
mas,

g = . ¢

50.- Seflalar exactamente en un mapa de la frutera gue 1= entrezaria en Bana-
nera el sefior Humberto Fxﬁueroa Carrillo, los lugares donde debfa- de
esconderse el armamento,

Z Y 1i d . . 1 n R - '
v0e.= O salir de ml casayst no,lo extrictamente necesario, v en czso de so-
. . . . 4 . ! .
lir dejar dicho donde estaba pzra mi localizacidn inmediztz, telefonear
Id
todos los dizs 2 las 14 horas eI 59002, para hacerws sresznts en esa for-

.

’ .
Hasta aqui las orcdenes recibidac

5 4
oezy ¥ en la cuzl unicamante os

2 =antrevistz con e

r Coronal Ar-
nz, "aco lorzzan vy

)
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M l

~ . 4
‘arriocs 2l 2
hl:r con el coro-

Wovazn decia

4 ) . ’
soce fui recibido 2 las 11 Horas, entreyendosne el mayor ‘lerzzan, lz
3 . « & .
Cien Tueizzales v unz nota de identificzcicn, 1o niswmo que una orden
. . .’ . ' ! .
isterio de Gobernacidn pars gue la 1.0.0,7, w2 =2xiandiarz pas~ ies de
14 Tyst : ' s
velta Justemazla-Darriocs. ~XP11C ndome que en orsles abord-riz sl -
~ . . s .
seficr Fizueroa Carrillo, quien me pondriz an contacto con los jefes
O,
2 ' Vd e - . ..
21 die trece = las 17 horas abordd el tren en "orales ¢l sefor Figueroe Ca-

rriléo, acompeiado de un seficr de nombre Oscer A, 5Sodoy, nos identificamos
mutuamente, explicandome el Sefior Eigusroa CarrilloVque siguicra 2 Barrioss
y que el 15 ellos llezarien a Barrios en un carro. au- de Barrios rejrssa=-
riamos para ir 2 la fince "AbZcz" donds verieamos » ladislad v a otros de

los muchachost,

-+
o]

sa

..‘
o

tu s stendo nresente cuatro hombres, Figueroa qurillo,
r A Go slado Sandoval G, José laria Hicho v okro gue estuvo en-
do y s= e apellido Arriaza.. Se marcaron an un rapa de las pro-
ades de la Frukeru cuatro puntos para esconder el armﬂnento. Divi

, Un escondite en Abica, Dos escondites en Bananera, vy el otro en Q_%NH“-
m@@c&

Regresé a Guatamala con el plano marcado, lo entregué al coronel Arbenz,
quien me di jo que del 24 al 3C se me darian les ce jas de armzs ya listz
Dara escondarlas 2n los puntos Wndicados, me did otros Cien Quetzales
una automatieca ¢21., 45. v dos cajas de pargue, ord-nadome que esperara su
l1lamado.
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Z1 19 recib{ ordenes de salir el sabado 22 con rumbo a Banamera y Barrios
para recojer las cajas preparadas con armas v de acuerdo y con 1a ayuda de
los grupos, ssconderlas en los lugares ya eSCOJldOS.

“n los Talleres de la Maestranza del Z jercito pude ver parte del armrmento
est!naoo para esconder en el norte, vy constabe solo de armas de manufactU;
ra Morteamericana, y en la lemina e que irfan empacadas, varias marcaes asi:

U.F.C.0, "Via Barrios" seguido de unz numaracidn.

ambien dentro del carzamento estaban granadas de mano tipo "Pifa" vy varias
hOﬂ“~" de Gasolins Telatinosa.




- . ’ .

Yiecanismo y razon del nlan n:ira 1- dastrucidn de Brnansra:
) . -~

lo. 21 tener ol armamento escondidec 2n los terrenos de le Comnziiz Frutse

. 4 . . . - .
ra, la 5.-2 recibiria una denuncic firmcda por Vidal *_Mejia v otros
trabajadores "lsz2las" al gobiazrno constituido, de gue en los lussres
aue ellos sefzlabzn se encontrgb an cajas sospechosas, v gus guestos -
‘o o . - - ’ !
investigar habizn averiguado que lz Compafife tenf- zse ar wmento zs--
condido para darselo a un grupo de itrzidores que se esiaban preparando
. . o 7 ’ ! !

en las islas de Guanaja vy Uiile para una tnvasion al pais,

20, ' anbien

4o

So.

OO0 e

70.

X0

O.

J')‘

=1 agregado Ulilitar d= Guatemzle en !londuras, corcnel ‘lorzles
Do
oK 1

pasarla un informe al linisterio de la Defensa, = la 6=2 y a la Presi-

. ! . . . 4
decia de que, en Honduras se estaba zestazndo un =oviwiznto de invasidn
a Buatemala, aovy >do por el Deoert&nento de “stzdo v con dinzros de

United Fruit Co.

Tambien se informaria por varios cowouctos, que el sefior Zduardo Pirez
Asturias por nediacidn del "iiudo" MNiderthaiman" habia enviado » los +r

dores una fuerte suma de dinsro, y gque 21 era el encardado de 1z disiri-

bucidn del armamento escondido,

v

Con estas "inforuaciones", el gobiarnc movilizar{az a2 sus S“r\ cio:
intelijencia pare constatar si ecfectivamente la Gomp 2Afa Frutara
ba en convivencia con los invasores v si tenian araa escondidas,'
lizadas" las armas se procederfa ha informar al Cuerpo Diplomatico,
los Representantes amigos por supuesio) Ve las mﬂnxobras dn la Compa
contra el gobierno constituido, se le pediriz a unea c0ﬂlslon de ell
que fueran a presenciar la sacada de las armas, para asf presionar
“mbajada Americanaa que reconOﬂlera las razones de las medidas toma
por el gobierno contra los sediciosos,
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Los lideres, y otros dirigentes azuzarian al cempesidado v lo lanzerian
sobre la colonia, "El campesinado y los trab:siadores indiznados arrasa
rian con la colonia, y en medio oel kumulto tlooc d931~n900P entre el

grupo de cuarenta hombres asesing rlcn al er\nte, 2 Péres Asturias Yy a

\

ra

otros empleados de categoria, as{ ccmo otrosja empleados secundarios que

consideraban enemigos,

- . . . ’
Z1 Gobierno =n vista de los graves acontecim ntos, intervendria o

~ 4 . . . ’
Compafiia y trataria de responsabilizar a los quz habtan mzsacrado é
cendiado la colonia vy las instalaciones,

Se cojerian prisioneros entre los empleados de conf
confesar "Los planes de la Frutera para derrccrr =
y sus conecciones con los invasores”

Se sacrificarian 2 varios obrercs vy campesina £ {0“;ran ﬂar{e en I“
matanza y destruccidn de Banansra, para demosirs e

Justo y que las medidas gue adoptaba se les dictaba 12 neces;dao.




1 2 S czsa presidencial, donde
el coronel rbenz, Ro: re, al hacermsz presente,
szcé un periodico "Il ~:e fecha 25 d-
articulo an elyque la aite futera afirnabs cctecorics :
habia comerciado ni % armasy; v que lo que la redioenizore clande
habia dicho con resp: queMapara-~er{an zrmas en ahbdca y otros
mas ~ue una taniobra de personzs interssadas an
si la noticia que la clandestina daba era cierts.
- . r s | ’ s :
¢ 1ncrepo Arbenz de gue yo e habia ido de la leniua v aue respondi:-
categoricamente las preguntas qu: me hariz el mayor losenbars

- . . . I 4 -~ .
(A quien le ha comunicado usted laz orden que recibid del Sefior Presidanie’

R

Besoond1 que no h abfa hable do y menos "comunicado" 2 nadie las ordenes reci-
bxdas, 2 exepcidn de los jefes de grupo que se entrevistardn conmigo en el
edificio de lu Unidn Szndlcal de .to. Barrios,

. ) €
Despues de una serie de preguntas sobre el mismo Leﬂa) al parcer se
convencierdn de que yo no he bfa hablado, y comentzrdn entre ellos que pro-
bablemente algdn imbecil de les jefes de grupo se le hatia ido la IGHSUQ.

a - ' 2z l(o“l. .
e me ordend gue asp ra ord nes; y volviercn‘ratificar que lz
er{a lo mis tarde el scid de junio.

No habiendo sid

o llamado, nara proceder 2 esconder el armsowento,
. ’ . .
estuve en mi casa hasta cue cayo el goLlerno de Arbenz v Diaz,

Guatemala 18 de Julio de 1954




