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1. Transmitted herewith are coples of a translation of a report regarding
‘conflict between the Guatemalan Army and the communists, The report charges that
President ARBENZ is conniving with the communists to undermine the strength of

the army which is the principal obstacle in the path of the communists in
Guatemala,

2. This report was turned over to JMBLUG~-1l by the chief of the ODIBEX
miséion who claims that it was placed under the door of his office in a sealed
envelope, Source remarked that he belleves it was written by & member of the
Genersl Staff. He also said that it is the second such article that he has
received, JMBLUG-1l remarked that the ODIBEX mission chief probably knows the
identity of the writer but is pledged to protect him,

3¢ The reason for transmitting this report for SHERWOOD use is explained
in the final paragraph by the writer himself: revelstion of this information
would be a blow to ARBENZ because it would possibly demoralize him upon learning
that the army is not secure. If used, it would be wise to paraphrase slightly,
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M.-
Guntemglt. spd in Guatemala expscially, the Army is {2 eminent danger

of ahnt:;i],&tiqn becanss Jomminiem in a dssperate sttempt to axpand has placed
1te ;ttdnﬁiyn Voﬁ the Perﬁa.unt Foras whioh 1t kunows is not oonteminated
with 1& d_oafrinn and thersfore presents & seriocus chstacle, |
Pat 4f a manner is not myam found to stop this offensivs headed by the
President of the Republic, very mcon the Army of Ouatemale will bs snother
Populay a‘umy at the service of Soviet Ruseia, This 1s not the ﬁ.rn tine
the Fresident has tried to convince the O7ficers of the Army of ths goodness
of Commnisn end the dauges of Imperisliem represented by North Auerics.
At the end of lasi year there vas s mesting of more than 400 Officers and
se1d offiaiel spoke to them for more than wo hours with the most megative
result imaginable and two days ago (Tuesday, 8 Juns 1954) enother one of
these 'oonfgronoeuu held st the Hecdquarters of the General Steff, Of céuru
the excuse was thet the President wanted to give us an explanation of the
situation of the country, both internsl and internationel, We were asked
to write down questions with complete liderty and without fear in order that
fho Px'a's‘i.dent might lmow how we falt and We better adble %o give us an explenation,
Of gourse thie was not the reason - 1t was simply bdecause the Preaident
has decided to essurs the collaboration of the Arzmy for expansion snds of Xiw
communiem and becsuse the Exscutive is soared to death, XNs clearly stated to
ue that Lf he knew ha d4id not have the suppors of the Army he would not
teke any position; only the bad thing in this -ﬁuse {8 thaot he made & veiled
threat becense taking of history he apoke of the agrarfan movement in Mexioo
and po;nui out that thers the profeasional army, which everywhe:rse ig con-
sexrvative and bourgeoie, had allied Lteelf with the reaction and the people
had turned egainst it %o deitroy 1t. Among bis siatistics he poinied out that
in Mexioo ONE MILLION MER had died $0 assure the Agrarian Reforma and here




& strong tribute most 2lso be paid,

since. this is the physicologioal moment to deel a blow agsinagt Comrunyism,
I think this informet¥ion should de mads known to the snti-commnist fores
who can do something for Ouatemals and I gan say to them with shsolute
surety thai at pressnt the Army is not contaminated becmuse the neeting
to shich 1 refer was attendsd dy the Chiefas of the Organizations, the Directors
of the Schools, the persomnsl of the General Staff of the Avzy end of the
Ministry of National Defense and they all in one vofce exprassed that they
were suti~gomministe. The President on the other hand dces not reslise his
migtaken reasoning and for four hours (from & iz the efterncon to 8 in the
evening) contimied hie explanetion of bis obstinate anti-izpertalism end d4id
not hear one voloe of epproval, While speaking of yankee imperielism he
expressed his disgust ut the treatment given the Mil{tary Miesione and
the oonfidan‘_éo with vhich they are showa the arzy instelletions and our
esquipment gnd. resvrted %o threst sgeinet those who show any !matby toward
thaae Kﬂﬂévry: Missions which he dssoribed os conepirators,

.M 1 bave alresdy sald, it was requested that he be asked questions and
the Ento.do Mayor presentsd ebout five pages et‘qu.eltions mnost of them concaraing
commtini sm and ths support the governmens gives this Party, but they 414 not 8o
any good heceuse in ,mwu/-!.u the two questions he consldered less dangerous,
he immeGintely want off into an atteck egainst 1mpe_iia-1hm end tresson,

Truly this officiel has a politicel blindness vbich will greetly harn him
end which has kept him from seeing the anti-commnist spirit which extsts 1
anong the officers and kim he peraigts ixi trying to convinae us with his
periocdical souferences; ut with euch little lntelligonéa that he has only
demonstrated o the Officers that HE HAS NOTHINY IZFT OP MILITARY IN KIX -

for him the support he owes the parties that helped him ¢limd the ladder to




pover comes before the Arxy end his companiong-in-arms,

Among the things pointed cut %o him wes our poor militery situatfon
because the country ie in the grestest poverty end ve lack organized reserves,
Not even a rudimentary mobiligation chsrt has been masde up bty the General Staf?f
but he thinks everything will be solved by arming the Lebor Unione (Sindigatos)
(vhose members form the Comminist Party in Guatemsla); thet solution ie the
most threatening one that can be conceived against the Army bscause in the
Unite (Unidades) the politicel lesders aould more affectively gilve orders thst
the Jommanding Offiasr of ths Troops and to malke things worae when the priunco
of any COfficer in the ramks is no longer convenient for the lesders, he can be
made to diseppesr a@d et this rate the Army would scon be & populer one and
esch one of the lesders a "Comisaric de Ouerra”, '

A specisl recoxmendetion wes the appointing of the XERNHX¥XSAEEE "Servicio
de Comissonados Militeres® with welledefined membovs ¢f officiel polisical pertiss
such as the PAR and Guetemalen Workers Ferty, notwithstanding the protest
of the Superior Ocuneil of Nationsl Defenes that they are not comministas and
that the Counoil v formed by the Zone Commanders, Of gourse the danger now
l1es in the faot §hat the President has promised the laadsrs of the politiocal
parties that the Army will colls¥orate with them and they will not cesaze
in their propsgsnda whiloh scomar or later will make its offects felg m‘; not
on all of us,

An |.. faint ray of understanding he swvore he vas not a Communist and that
Palleger, Caztililo Flores, ota, sre not Commnieta either; his liking of comme
unism comes from their both being anti-imperislfsts; that communism is &
patriotis dootrine for Latin America since 1% fighte the "dollar® policy
end thet he will not tolerate continued friendly propagands tovwards the

country which oppresses us with its powver snd companies which absord national
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riohness and that they. maet be considersd as the great enemy for they
are renpquble for setting therrest of the Central Americen oountries
egainst Gué.temalu. |

1 1imit myself to this for I believe what has been said is enough for
Fou to realige the danger of giving Gommnicn. time to egsert itself in
Guatemaia. To inoresse the feeling of impending doom, the President 4id
not falter in steting that e great shedding of dlood i{s necessary to sffirm
the Agrerian Reform becenss tlfe same has heppened in all countries that have
sean Agrarian Reform, If the gubject matter of the conferense I refer to
and whioh took place the 8th of this month txxg is given encugh publiocity
it would be a magnificent blow for the President beasuse a leak in this case
vould make him improient and demoralize him becsuse it proves the little
security in the Army ; that he only neede & smell opportunity to fres himself

from his werge enemies, the xed lssders,



