"CIA HISTORICAL REVIEW PROGRAN
RELEASE AS SANITIZED

Securify Information
5 June 1953
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD:

SUBJECT: Meeting with Representatives of Division of Research for
American Republics, Department of State, as to the Effect
upon Guatemalsa of Arms Procurement by El Salvador » Honduras
and Nicaragua. '

1. “The rpeeting was held in the office of CWH at 1400 o'elock on
5 June 1953. Those’ present were:

Department of State: Mr. Buregin and Mr. Cunningham
CIA: Colonel King.[

2. Attached paper was reviewed, raragraph by paragraph, and

i serious objections taken by CIA representatives to the estimate that

! & substantial rise in anti-U.S. feeling in Latin America might be

1 created by the supplying of arms to El Salvador » Honduras and Nicaragua.

i It was pointed out tb representatives of the Department of .State that

| i only the adverse effects of such an‘action were mentioned in the paper,
and none of the beneficial effects. Tt was also indicated that an '

; armed action by these three countries against Guatemals would result

! - in a unification of the Guatemalan people behind Arbenz only if there

) were prolonged fighting, say for é;period of months. This would be
‘highly improbable because an attack by the three countries would be
launched only if they were comvinced that they had the means to bring
about rapid military success. Numerous other minor points were
objected to in the paper » and the conclusion was, at the end of the
meeting, that a new draft would have to be made by the Staté Depart-

ment.
JCK:PW [

ﬁ. C. KING
WH
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Pivieion of Raamch for Latin America
Special Paper Eo. 21
Nay 26, 1953

To deternine the sffect of overt procurement of srme from the
S by B2 Salvedor, Hondures, and Nicaragua upon the Guatemalen military,
pqntlcal lesders m publte upiuicn,

+ Assuming an amcmaxy initiated apd mmee program of
namm assistance $o K1 Salvador, Honduras, snd Hiceragua, together
vith an eqnany effeotive Seolation of Guatemalz in ihe hemisphers,
it ia nw that tha mea&tam 1o Arbens will Dscome mare eﬂ.ﬁm
s2d m{litant and that fmportant Army snd political leaders nov gupperting
k:hmi "N eslentate that the present Tegine is nok in the best
!.nterent' of eithor $he nation or tlmuelm Under these conditlions,
lrhm mm prohab!: nmlmlly fall, Howevsr, a mbstantial rise
of anti«U8 feeling 1a Jatin Amerlcs snd some Latin American resistance
musxmm;u mmmmmzm copsequenges of US
: tm asaistanoc %0 MM&‘- netghbors. Unless saccessfully
mtm ‘#mch mupport would provide Arbens with effective propsganda
with xhich $o-sustain naticml patrickism M to prolong indefinitely

the uu md present course of hi: mmmt.

2 m.tmvh the key tomsmuv«mm:egmm
‘could effeet a rapid and deoisive change in the Onatemalan polftical
sttuation 1f 1t were to take concerted sction. Although & quick

change of attitude s always possidle, there is no present reason to
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douds tho contimnsd leyulty of the Arsy high comnsnd and of mowt of

the Arwy offfoer corps to Axdens. Tho Aruy would o wnlikely to teke

" revointionary sction mnlsss the high eomuand or & pudstantial doly

of wnlt commanders decams convineed thad Sholy persenal seonrity and
.mmmmwmnmmawﬂmmw
m-mmmmmumammmum
“WW.“

3. An sgresment for overs procuresens of srma fyrom the United
States by KL Salvador, Henduras, and Klceragsa, sspectally if arrived
anmm;ﬂufoﬁmwmw‘mmmmmhm
probadly would serieusly affoet the Guatemalen Army. It would causs
conoern smong the high commant end would stimalate sonwpiratoerial
eotivity aa[ the part of emall, alvesdy disaffected aruy elenente.

4. Although the goncern of the Gustemalen Avxy lesders probably
i1l Suvelve initial resentment sgainst the United States and o
preferente to g slong with Ardens, the militery sre eventuslly 1ikely
to resognize that military aid to neighboring couniries is en sxpression

of US determination to eliminate Commamist Leaderahip sod influsncs in

mqé.. GECURITY THWORMATION
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Guatemala, In this circumatancs — snd barring effeqtive external

um&ruﬂmatumwh@mmudehW

in terms of increased disaffeqtion auong lover eshelon officer persomnel,
enboldensd sction by elesmsnts of the political opposition, sa ham
in the mmbder of x@aum attempts sgainst the governamt, the

Yoss of s1}$tary poeition and politteal Lesdsrsitp tn Contral Ansrics,
and new dsfensive requizemenis slong Ouatemala's horders.

5; 1t is prodadle that those galculations would ultlizetely
cmse &t least a split smong top Army leesders, sone of vhom would e
villing %o sttespt desle vith overs and coverd cppositicatet elements.
Oroups vith whigh soms presend army leaders oould megotiate successfully
include eleamts of the urba cppostiica Wio, although anti-Coumniatis,
sve sles strengly nationalistie and who would favor continmance of
may ampocts of the revolutionary progran, The present silitery lmsders
 either would nor eould negotiate vith cppentiton Tamieend i the
ymouﬁﬁtm landboXdepmadli tary mm Whont the wnited ewpport

of ths Aymy, the Arhens governmeant omammw to survive.

8. Ardenxy {does not ab mlmt have a good position in vhtah o

maneuver. Under the pressurs here cavisaged he i3 not 1kely to alter
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it ! e present comves bt would sppesd o the pecpls in patrietis reras

‘hs2e taking strong Ressures to control the oppositicn.

,v; Abens prodally sould rally considersble Initial support
am..mmm-commnmwwmm
of professionsl snd fntellestusl grovps, bub slss among msay satie
Commniet natiomalists 1a whan aress, owpostelly Guatensls CAY.
Unday circumstanoes of contizaed fntemel ension and nstional
iMmm,mmnmthnwmhamm
cstinats of Arbens! policies and thelr conssquences. mtamx;u
the Armpls logedly to Arbenz falters, 4t §» likely that substantisl
- groaps among the pressut opposition will be esboldencd to take astion
and that the msny political eppartunists around Arbens will seck deals
vith prospective new leaderahip.

8. The Commaists vill etrongly suppord Ardens se .lang as ke
mmmnmummm»m§wmm.ummm
internationsl capltal of the “juperislist attack® upon Guatemala. At
the outeed, thodr position in governmant and labor ia likely %o be
'mummmwumuMeumm:wmuuwm

denonstration purposes. The Cozmanista have 11i%le powswr of thair owm,
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hovever, and 4f the military snd lerger peliticsl spport avound Arbems
wenkens, the Commmists will becons progressively isolated and their
Jesderehdp impotent. In %ime of ariels leber's cxpecity for affeotive
wmifiod wappert of Asbens, if deprived of its yressnt leatershlp, would

/

be very linited,
9‘.‘ The course of dsvelopnents sstimated 1n 7 Wrough ¥ are

contingen$ upon v}mﬁ degree of sucoase the United States may have 4n
eountering or neutyalizing uafavorsble lLatin American resgtion to the

| supplying of arms to Guatemala’s nelghbors. Uost governments, with the
exoeption of a;muu. Bolivia, and Gosta Rica (espooially 1f Piguerves
wing the July prosidsntisl election) will probally seek initislly to
ignore the lsms, Argentina vill certsinly take sdvaniege of tha
;smtimww»ﬂmu&yvinm 1% o mﬁwmmm
%o create s Latin Anerican Wlog, sesking perticalerly the cooperation
of Chile m Folivia. In other Latin Amcrican nstions — Urngeay,
Prasil, and espeaially Mexico, publis opinica is. very liksly to b
Mmtmloxmwm Btates end vi1l deplore what will opposr
to thes to b a dlow against the inter-Aserican eystes. The nsp@n

governments will de under inereasing preameve to express officlally
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Gastezala'e neighdors would provide no legal basis for international
setion againet the United States, Latin Axerican cocporation with
the United sutuaowinm in the 0AS and the U wonld e
wadar en increased ﬁn!a

10, Under present ciraumetances, the proguresent of arms from
the Unlted States by Kl Salvador, Nonduras, and Biespags will inareass
tho posstlility of military attack by those countries m. em-mn.
Sush sn attack will sanble Ouatemals %mtaimha'm the 0AS,

n; Buch external possidilities may well provide sufficlent
paychologicel sufiport and Qplmuc assistance to wdm/\tbo ife
of the Arbens government. The effectivensas of the Covernment-Cozmmist
propagmis vill be grestly ineressed; far meay elements of the
oposition the snti-Commmist Seme and other opposition grievanass
are Misly to Do subordinated $o & svstained, inbenan nettona fesling
mmmnm'mmmmmmmmm

suppors of the goveramsnt.
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