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| |
Teports or @ Viev Tanh decislon and plen to atbeck |

a

L.E.nea in Tonkin between 15 and 20 March,
8 con et inh froop movements and

CIA has received indeperdently, but
~ original sourss, similar detalls of an alleged Viet
Minh plan to launch a major attack between 15 and 20 Mareh, In the past
several wecks, CIA has also received mumerous less specifie reports from
sources of unimovn relfability to thc effect that a Viet Minh offensive
is expectcd "soon', '

Although these reporte eammot be considered conclusive, it is logical : -
that the Viet Minh will attempt another attack in Tonkin before the May % -
monsoons and beforc the French position ean be strengthened by the arrival
and integration of French reinforcements and additional US equipment. 4An :
early attack, however, would depend on the state of Viet Minh military pre-
parations. Viet Minh strength has increased in Tonkin by some 20,000 and - b
the current disposition of Viet Minh forces would permit the ettacks which ape
pear to be planned with little additional movement of troops. It would appear, .
therefore, that the governing factar in the timing of a Viet Minh - .
attack will be tho extent to which the Viet Minh hes overeomo, throught
Chinese assistance, shortages in essential equipment, partiocularly artile
lery. Field reports arc in eonfliect on the extent of actual delivery of

equipment,, tut Efms certain, |
at delivery of . : - »
, Inh operations ecannot berin deforc 25 March.

A‘shaabemthoeau'eforaverayear, fleld reports continue to state
the intervention of Chinese forces is imminent, Somc weight hes been added te
such a possibility by vhich accepts thc presence of
30,000 Chinese C B (7 o CIA has elso received a report
from en untested souree with claimed access to the Viet Minh Command stating
that an'au-outvutMnhattankinTon!dnmmlyMamhmube
by 20,000 Chinese Communist regulars now in Tonkin and by naval and air vnits
based on Hainan, Numeroms other reports do not mentien participation of
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regular Chinese forces but state Peiping has agreed to organize and arm volune
teor units to aid Viet Minh troops. One such report states that Pedping has
ordered the assembling emd arming of six regiments near the Indochina border
by the end of February for the "Anti-French and Indochinese Volunteer Corpe .

|does not accapt the presence of any Chinese Comrmnist
is "feirly sure" that the Chinese
;w; " dels Nren Vil B B ANK o _
conourg with the epprecitationof] === |hovever, tha
the Chinese might comnmit a limiteq Tomber of "VoIurteer pops and Af thie met
with some sucsess (possible meaning if it did not draw strong US reaction), they
mght then follow through with fullwseale participation. At the same time,
houever, CIA has received reports stating the Chinese tﬁw will not actively

participate if US troops do not intervene, and in Indochina claims
that Viet Minh and Chinesc Comrmnist repregentatives have .agreed that Chinese
Commmist forces will not invede Indochina “for the present,®

has hopes of repulsing the Viet Minh attack with the forces now
avail and belleved there is even the possibility of se
the Viet &t they would be unedle to lammch another full-scale attaeck
in Tonkin without the aid of Chinese Commmist troops.,




