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8. The principal effects of these Viet Minh operations
however, have been peyehological and politisal, rather tham
military, In oomduoting this series of thrusts over an extensive
area, the Viet Minh have cbtained at smell cost a ogical

and propegands advantage over the French and nese

9. In troader terms, the combinstion of Viet Minh pxy-
chological victories and eontimwd French dsfensive-uindedness
throughout the current fighting season has brought the Indoohina
pituation one step nearer orisis. The Lwrden of vistory is on
the French, They must achisve some military sucocesses in Indo-
d&nﬂﬂuﬂhpmuﬂfﬁ%hguumdnwﬂrwgdaﬁm.

the defeatist trend in France and Indochina,
Furthernors, they must comtimue o have military successes in order
gl Do roiee Erosmm ot mn.h::gm tive Indo-
program of ¢ a native
oﬂaumﬂeau&wmhinﬁmﬁsﬁn
such a foree
establishing ton
longer, probably an additional year,
a considerable extent, the future of the war depends om vhether
French and Indochinese have enough stamina to resist defeatist
ssures and carry out their lonmg-range program. From the Com-
mmist viefipoint, prospects for eventusl victory are good if
they do no more than maintain the military stalemate,

10, PFrance has been placed under additional pressures by
the inereased significance of Indochina in inmtearnational affairs,
With the Eorean armistios in effeot, Indochina has becoms the
major point of armed confliet between the East and the West,
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Conseque mmmmmmmwm '
JAn mﬂ'wn negotiations, and there have repeated
Soviet hints at the Berlin confersnce that a megotiated settle~

ment in Indochina oould be ashieved in return for Frensh eonces—




