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MEMORANDUM FOR: Directar of Central m»m.m. .
| SURJECT: O/NE Conments on Present Nature of Thrant
to Seuth Vistaam
1. We have nthM our sstimates bearing on the
situntion in Vistasm® 1n the light of the contridutias ta
the new Vistanm sstimats which 18 Gue to the IAC ea 17
July. The porilons of thess entimates which relate o
Vietwinh intentions snd to the internal security situstion
ramain substantially valid, but some a’wﬂlhaﬂmﬁ ia parti-
cular nimm are noted bslew. '
2. Although the Vietnamess National Army (Mnt
142, 300 men) has made gridual progress in resrganization
md um §t otill could Aot mai sn invasion of the
mﬂﬁy superior Vietmink army {about 268, ao%a regular

¥ 5e Communist Copabilitien and Probable
m d Action through 1760 ($ January 1556); NIE
$3.1+3-55: Probabls Developments in Vistnam to July
1956 (1} Osteber 19585); and KIE £3.1-55: Probuble Devalop-
mants in North vum (19 July 1’?59}




: uma:mnmmwummdwmum Thaot»

s 'r:m arsa. (Souwth Central Asnamn.)
3. Howsver, ws cuntinue to belteve, a8 stated 1n NIE

1386 lcﬂun Communist capahmﬂu and r:m: Coarses

of Aetion through 1960) that the Vistmink will not lavach an N
 epen mm of South Vietaarn, st lenst for the next year
or 0. The Communists will bo rastrained from avert mill-
- tary setion by fear of possible usemrwm msy the
sequiremonts of their prasent “pesceful” taczcs.

4. We eontinge 10 belisve that the ¥istmish rany stterspt M :
.t athr np umd resistioes within the Samh, muy
w by m infiltration of armad pemi ivom ihs
| North. MMhm'“ﬁmudmmtdamdmw
solak i the Souih s dawa & bit fromlast yeur's figure of
19, 030, the Vietminh prebadly could develop a ;ﬂ reifla effort,
um a seale a3 to desy large arsas a‘f rursl Vietasss to ;
Vistusmess cm Hewever, the over-all security situa-

. thon within ihs South 3 improviag dus to the incressing
aﬂ«ﬂﬁun of Viatnam's .m!nnxyim sscurity forees, (e
extuasion of ths Clvil Guard and Salf-Datense Corpe Retwork,

.




‘and pelttical and economic messures of the goverament.
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