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- The October 1§56 Bungarian Revolution occurred only in Budapest, Pecs,
“Miskole and in scme of the ‘small towns. While it is certainly true that
the mntire nation was solidly behind the young revolutionists, real
fighting tock place only in the above mentioned cities, .The revoll was
in the hands of the youth exclusively; only they had weapons. Any L
mumber of ‘Soviet soldiers paid with their lives when they drove vlindly " ¢
into s Budapest street with their tank and were suddenly hit with &
Wolotov cocktaili‘When another tank came to the rescue, the rebels would
often place s Rungarian flag or a white flag of surrender on the turret.
These tanks in turn would'be fired on by other Soviet tanks,

At 4120 AN on 4 November 1956, the Soviets re-entered the sleeping Budapest
with the tank attack which caused so many deaths; in Budapest they fired
indiscriminately at -homes and people at point blank range whether

there. was resistance or not. In Debrecen, one of Hungary's largest

cities, .not a single shot was fired egainst the Soviets although Hungarian
soldiers died by the hundreds when the Soviets suddenly opened fire on

the barracks, the city hall, and the post office at damm.

In Budapest there were .no communications between the various points of
resistance. There was no semblance of a unified command. Those rebel
forces which were not surrounded continuously fluctusted in rumbers;

those rebels who got tired or had ‘enough of the fighting for the lime
being, went home to sleep and eat. ~'When the time came for them to rejoin
their "unit", more than likely this no longer existed or had been surrounded
by the Boviets. Inasmich as they could noi reach their unit they usually
became lone fighters and managed to pick up & gun from another person -who '
wag going bomeé to rest. . Thus far, reports sbow cantlnuous fighting only

in the Xiltan barracks and. the Corvin movie areas ot Budapest., Here

there were large musbers of rebels holding out with:the most effective
weapon they had: the Molotov cocktall. In scme cases there were scme
pyrotechnics used 'against the tanks, .These were home made "bombs" but

the refugees have not been able to describe how these were made. There
were & fer cannons 1A use-st the ‘Corvin and Xilian areass and in other
aréas 'of Budapest, there were smaller anti-tank: weapons. From time to
time, especially’'in the first phasc-of: the revolt, both Hungarian Army and
Soviettanks were captured by the Hungarians or surrendered voluntarily.
Theee of course were used against the enemy tanks, but they did not last
long since they became the prime Boviet target.

T« .Jo this connection it is interesting to note the statements of[
L . He tells
" of the fraternization between certain Hungarian citizens and some. -
Soviet tank crews, - On 24 October he walked from the Kilian area toward
the Hungarian Museum district and observed: four Soviet tanks in
the possession ‘of young Hungarien rebels. He asked them where they obtained
the tanks;. they stated that they exchanged civilian clothing and food
" items for the teaks. The Bungarien Army tank crews did this too, he said.

3 . B .
The concensus of opinion among tbe -Bungarian refugees is that the Soviets
" were cowards, -Those who fought stated that the Boviet supply and
- maintenance. systems vere poor in the sense that their personal supplies
vere lov grade, Thney state that the Soviets needed much and that their
"bread vas ss black as tho earth",

Despite this (UL uce'pcd by the rebels that the Boviets could have
choked ‘the Hungarian revolt {n & blood bath at any moment the Soviet
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communders had desired., In Budapest there were large numbers (some say over
a thousand) ‘of tanks parked but ready for action, 'These were never used,
They c'ould.euilv,ha.ve destroyed the Xilian and Corvin areas in a matter
of hours, .The question arises.as to why thsy did not. The redels express
vit.‘thia;yayz, ‘Perhaps’ because ‘of ‘the fear ‘of ‘consequences for murdering an
unarmed nation; ;fperhajid;:oi‘Ltacti’cal‘-e‘in‘sons ‘in order to keep the entire
-Bungarian army forces from being’ turned against them: e,
There 1is no doubt that the AVH vas veak and that the defection of the
: Bungarian:Army. took ‘the Soviets by ‘surprise. This upset Soviet plans
and:schedules. and ‘caused tremendous confusion., The Hungarian Army
did not'Join evolt and even single Bungarian army units took no
~ part. n ‘
units,

to.replace their labor battalion clothing. ‘They were being
brought to -Budapest under light AVH-guard; they killed the leader when
the revolt: broke out.and veat en'masse to the Kilian barrecks. where they
fought until 10 November, A large portion of the 1000 boys were killed
and a small number escaeped, The people in the IX District fed and
sheletered many of these boys. o

It 1s necessary,: Bowever, to also point out that hundreds and hundreds

of. soldiers in the Rungarian Army ‘simply demobilized themselves, dressed

in eivilian clothing, and fought with- the rebels as individuals., There
, vere many military commanders who gtated publicly that they "Joined" the
“revolution,: but actually there was so ‘much confusion by the time these

‘proclamations were made. thuy they did not realize Just who they were
Joining, It must be remembered that the youths, che politicelly exiled,
the workers and- others organized and’issued demands. The situation
became more confused when the Kadar regime alsc started the "peasants and
workers" revolt.  There was ample opportunity Por the military commanders
to choose any group vhen they announced they were "joining the revolt'.

The rebels state that generally only the capteins and lower ranks were
sincere; ‘they openly took their stand beside the Bungarian people and
the 16 demands of the Those among the staff

dax While' the military did not fight as a unit;
ionumereble soldiers fought and gave -guns-to:the youth and instructed
them in their use. Purthermore, when the Soviets saw that the Bungarian
Army could not be trusted, :they tried: to get the Army to lay down its
arms and go home, They did ‘this by means of the regime radio and even
the Xagy Government earlier asked them to 8top fighting, The defections
became epidemic in the ‘army, The most fanatic Communist political .
officers’ Joined the rebels; some AVH members came over too, Some rebvels .
stated this mansuver was, in their opinion, nothing Lut good Party
‘teaching, -Lenin stated that when disaster strikes the best tactic is
;Lo defect Sh masse, join and infiltrate the ranks of ‘the enemy and thus
veaken him“for the counter-blow, . 4
In the same manner:as the Army remained aloof from the revolt, Rungarian
Political life remained undecided. 'Indi.vtd.\u.u‘o!‘ course took part, but
the youth did the fighting alcnaw.ad» on-a nonepolitical basis, - Although
political parties took no ¥ U Ly the tight, politics surged anew when the
revolt broke out; the old political parties were reborn on the basis of
-the 1945 coalition government, In 1948 ‘and in May 1949 when the Comminist
Party and’ the Bociul Democrats formed the Bungarian Workers Party, the

real leaders abandoned ‘their politicsl activity and only the fellow travellers

remained sctive, At dawn of ‘the revolt those leaders who were deposed when

)
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. Prime-Ministe:r Ferenc Nagy was forced to abdicate, came back to the
reconstituted parties, Inasmuch as these people were in the second and
third echelons of Lhe party, since the real leaders were exiled or
compromised, ‘they sought. to get power in the reborn parties, These
+pen:were nev at. the game -and were very cautious in’ disclaiming the old
-fellow<travellers,  Thus Zoltan Tildy the traitor and Bels Kovaecs the
martyr found a place ‘in:the nev Smallholders Party together, The .. ,

Peagant’ Party's Ferenc Farkas becsme the 8ecretary but the fellow-traveller
Peter Veres ‘became the provisional . president. The political leadership took
Bo.real yoot in lhe masses; instesa of ‘elections based on the votes of
millions, the leadership wes selected by anly a few hundred politicos.
Most' rebels state they hold these new political ‘groups in Rungary as false.

A new popular poliiical strength grev up in Hungary with the revoli. 'The
various workers councils, revolutionary committees, students councils,
‘et cetera took upon. themselves the vavious tasks of administration and
the functions’of politics, It I8 interesting that the organization took
‘place outside: the political parties of older days.. The new revolutionary
., ’groups adopted the Inre Nagy: demands as their demands (neutrality, free
elections,” withdrawal of Boviet troops) and attempted to uniie the

“Zination behind this platform. -It'seems clear that if the revolt had

|.‘been’successful. there would have been a clash between the old political
;party - system and the new revolutionary groups. Perhaps actual fighting
- would have ‘occurred. although nothing so drastic as a civil war would
‘have- resulted because of the aloofness of the army in the matter,

’meae"revolutiona.ry Broups were:as democratic as the occasion allowed.
They "elected" various candidates by popular voice vote usually in
front of the ‘local eity hall, This was more democratic, at least,
““than‘the . Parlismentary” election, . There was no real power in the
‘‘revolutionary. groups, .of course,- " In Budapest a National Revolutionary
+Councll was established and this declared itself the national council for
“iithe entire:nation,.’ It was this council to which General Fal Maleter,
/‘General’ Bela Kiraly,,,Jozae:,DLda'a .and 8zabo Bacsi (& pseudonym) belonged;
‘1t was from this:Council vhich Maleter got his Defense portfolio.

The vorkers councils’ added ‘only. to" the ‘confusion when they started their
h. 8. of ependent workers councils sprang up. - They
eed for unity and -a ngtional central committee was established
4 1 8ts | The councils were.dot at first political movements,

They: organized:to :replace the Coommunist ‘leaders with more sultable persons
~(usually not Comminists) and to ‘protect their machines, attend to work
ddscipline and to xeep the goods in' production., When the Kadar government
- refused to recognize their avoved rights,. thelr differences caused an
" ever-videningisplit ‘and they becams s political group., The Social
.. Democraticiparty will ‘one day find itself -in dire straits with these workers
oo councils who have now literally usurped’ the prerogratives in this po.itical

trade unionist field, -In-the future-ths -government of Hungary, whatever
"1t composition; will have to come. to. an.agreement with the workers councils.
~The Kadar: roment, ‘despite i.s title of Bocialist Workers Party can claim
‘less ‘than one percent of the workers of Bungary. The rebels state that
-the workers.councils will be the political core from which any pollilcal
J.i'fe.!.n‘li{!a mngu—yun start, .

The economic. consequsnces of ‘the revolt cannot be fully determined. -But it
is obvious that not only has the lack of production ruined Rungary but this
sanme lack of production has soriously hindered and upset the Soviet Bloc
econcaic plans, “Hungary had 8 principal role among the Satellites in the
8oviet Bloc.Pive -Year plan, "/Coal, iron-ore and rav materials of many kinds
vere destined for Mungary as barter for finished textiles, aluminum products,
bauxite, vehicles, ships and pharmac als. The sntire Soviet Bloc has
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Y 8 relatiéns had been
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has ‘tyer.i.oq.aly bm',‘“ﬁ“”d by the Bungarian "defection”,

Domestic manufacturing has sunk to'zero,.
for wonths, and the fact that 90% of the e
came’ from coal 15 well- 1

~unvilling to work and

triment to the
Ever since Matyas Rakosi
ndustry and no consumer goods
8t for another two Years
but the Soviets will :
an heavy industry-production.

Bungary -is sti11l 42% agricultursl, The October Revolution, according to

" the rebels, has not really affected the Bungarian farmer, except for

the cooperatives system, = When the revolt broke out, most cooperatives
suffered when the members walked out,. The State farms (about 13 %) suffered

* from-a lack'of maAnpower. : Tha collectives remained in some Places because

they were formed of ‘farmers who had no land or animals or equipment to bring
into the cooperatives in the first Place. They had no other place to go as
bad some Cooperative. members vho withdrew with their possessions. In

i -of 'the farms'are owned by individuals, They had planted

: )
~thediw fall crops.. Thoge in the collectives Planted only what was required
by the state, - .

. If"thg_r_gy’ia‘ ';Sbutical agreement by Spring in Bungary the farmers will work

thelr ‘crops; if not,. then sabotage can and wvill be the order of the day. -.
The result can be either starvation or ihe government will be forced to
import'large amountg of food.. The opinion is that there will be np
The rebels state
in to the state
than ever before.
because the government had
usually Eastward) during the
revolt.j:_ T

" The Bungarian farmer iy Bot expected to produce under Soviet domination;

the effect of this will be. felt only next spring and summer,

- m_irebe'la ,tauchbon the complicated issue of Rungarian politics 4n the

enigration too,. . They state they are concerned over this from two points

8, That ¢ Lonal P!‘Oducﬁox‘:".:vadtcnﬁia.l cannot be replaced for years
: ¢ :

: The present exodus can taks up 80 mich of the vox-id.'; sympathy
that any new revolt on the part of the Bungarians or sny other
.enslaved peopls; . will not meet vith the same responge in the West,

of mp&mrlel’;daub»;v serious '“'“%““’ tht:a)’ted" The
Bungary peid for. ‘the youth in- higher grades
individua) v - who needsd halp, got 500

< forin mmnth,fru ' and: and no tuition, The loss

to the nation: in: replacement, time money is odbvious,
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'mboundlessvganerouty of the West to the Bungarian escapee is a topic
scuss. They feel that the bospitality can be thanked for the

Ro active part, they recognize

Anothey serfous ~to;dic[thcv rebels talk about is the deportation story,
-With the’ exception of one informant| not one cnuld give !

.80 eye witness aceount’of deportaticis or any part™of deportations.

true as Anna Kethly said publicslly, that she
thrown from cars carrying deported persons,. ‘ske is not
. mAny persons threw these from the rallrosd cars. When the
. .DPress speaks of from' 30,000 Lo J&0,000 people being deported in the first
two weeks, ihe rebels find this imposaible to believe, They feel that the
Soviets were too busy during that reriod ‘using the railroaus for other
-.uses, The fact that tens of thousands live along these raflroad lines, and
not one has witnessed or can give factual data tends to support this
o doubt, - They feel the truth 'is protably that there were a few trains that
' actually .took deportees to the UBSR, but on the quick realization on the

yart of the Soviets that this was stupid and foolhardy, the deportation
"wag stopped, .
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